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PREFATORY NOTICE. 



Ma James Melyill's Diary, comprehending the period from 1556 to 
1601, has long been known as a work of authority and importance in the 
ecclesiastical and political affairs of Scotland : From it Mr David Calderwood 
enriched his History of the Church, and, latterly, Dr M'Crie his interesting 
Life of Mr Andrew Melvill. While it~comprises the autobiography of a man, 
whose mild and conciliating disposition, yet honest and stedfast principles, 
rendered him peculiarly fit, amidst the violence of conflicting factions, to 
advocate and describe the interests of the Reformed Church of Scotland, it 
forms a faithful record of a momentous period in the ecclesiastical and civil 
polity of the nation, — interspersed with many valuable notices regarding the 
state of learning in our universities and schools, and the characters of the more 
eminent men in church and state, during the latter part of the sixteenth 
century. 

Although this work may be more strictly denominated Memoirs than a 
Diary, the latter term has been assumed on account of its being the title 
under which it is most generally known, and also to avoid confounding it with 
Sir James Melville's Memoirs. 

The original Manuscript is preserved in the Library of the Faculty of Ad- 
vocates, and consists of 371 folio pages, closely written in the author's hand, 
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in a small but distinct character, of which a fac-simile is prefixed. It would 
appear from the following notice, in an unknown hand, inserted in a copy in 
the possession of Adam Gibb Ellis, Esq., that the original MS. at one time 
belonged to Mr David Calderwood, who, it is well known, drew largely on its 
contents in compiling his History of the Church of Scotland. * The following, 
" At Anstruther," &c. and " The " Historie of the Life of J. M." were tran- 
* scribed from an old MS. lent to me by S r W* Calderwood of Poltoun, one of 
4 the Judges in the Courts of Session and Justiciary, who had it among other 
' papers that belonged to his grand-uncle, Mr David Calderwood, author of 
4 Altare Damascenum, History, &c.' 

Sir William Calderwood was elevated to the bench in 1711, and having 
died in 1733, Mr Ellis's copy must have been prepared between these periods ; 
and as it bears internal evidence of having been transcribed from the Faculty 
MS., it would, therefore, appear that the " old MS." alluded to in the above 
notice, is the one now in the Advocates' Library — more particularly as there 
is no other copy of the Diary of an earlier date than the beginning of the 
eighteenth century. It is probable that Sir William Calderwood afterwards 
presented this MS. to the Faculty of Advocates, of whose body he was a dis- 
tinguished member. 

There is another transcript of the Diary in the Signet Library, apparently 
of the same age with Mr Ellis's copy. Excepting these no other is known to 
exist ; and in preparing this work for the press, both of them have been con- 
suited ; but, being inaccurately transcribed, they have not afforded much as- 
sistance in elucidating any ambiguous expression in the original. Mr Ellis's 
MS. is contained, along with a copy of Mr John Maule's Heaven no Hell, 
or Death no Danger, in a folio volume, which formerly belonged to the 
late Rev. Adam Gibb, and which bears the inscription, ' James Erskine's Book/ 
on the inside of the board. The copy in the Signet Library, contained in a 
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small quarto volume, belonged to Mr Patrick Cuming, minister in Edinburgh, 
at the sale of whose books it was purchased by the late Mr George Paton, at 
whose death it was transferred to the Signet Library. From various corrections 
and interlineations in this copy in the well-known handwriting of Mr Robert 
Wodrow, it appears to have been at one time in his possession. 

It may be observed that, throughout the following pages, the abbreviations 
of the MS. have been for the most part avoided ; while the orthography of 
the original has been scrupulously retained, even occasionally at the expense of 
perspicuity. In some instances, however, it was found necessary to depart from 
such strict accordance, where errors of a clerical nature occurred. Where these 
have been corrected, they will be found in a list of Alterations and Cor- 
rections at the end of the book, from which the reader may judge of the 
propriety of the change from their original to their altered form. 
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James Smithe, Jhon Dyes, and Mr Sweit, 
Strang exerceises to my spreit ; 
Baldowy Miluin-Andro's flight 
Of mynd and bgdie mar'd the might. 



MR JAMES MELVILL'S DIARY. 



At Anftruther, the 10 of Anguft, in the yeir of the laft age 1600. 

Forsamikle as the corruption of man is readie not onlie vngratlie to forget 
the benefittes of God, bot alio moft facrilegiuflie to afcrybe to thamfelues the 
praife of anie thing commendable and weill done, I haiff thought it maift ne- 
ceflar to inregiftrat in this book the warks of God for the minifterie of his wor- 
fchipe, and laluation of his peiple within this congregation of Kilrynnie, for 
amendiment of vnthankfulnes, and remembring and fteiring vpe the hartes of 
all the members thairof to acknawlage fra tyme to tyme the graitnes of his 
cair, loue, guidnes and grace ; and that all thanks and praife may be giffen to 
his Ma* all haill and alleanerlie. 

In the yeir 1583, Mr Wilyeam Clark of maift happie memorie for godlines, 
wefdome, and loue of his flok, departed this lyff, leaving four congregationes 
wharof he haid the charge, deftitut of minifterie, V s . Abercrombie, Pittenweim, 
Anftruther, and Kilrynnie, whafe defolat miferie was the mair, that it fell in 
the yeirs of feirfull plages and confufion bathe vpon the kirk and camoun- 
weill ; to wit, the yeirs fourfcore four, and fourfcore fyve yeirs, in the quhilk 
vnhappie tyme Bifhop Adamfone of St Andros, tyrannizing in the kirk, ob- 
trudit to thame ane of whome they lyked nathing, whale name I fpair, for the 
maift part, be occafion wharof thair enterit in verie grait diffentioun in thair 
bowelles, quhilk vexed tham with apguifh of mynd, grait peanes and expences 
during the laid twa yeirs, and mikle of the fourfcore fax alfo. 

To the remead and compofing wharof fupplicationes war gevin in to the 
prefbyterie of St Andros, of the mercie of God newlie erected and reftored 
againe, whilk directed commiffionars at dyvers tymes to vifit the efteat of 
thefe kirks, and travell to draw the peiples harts togidder in ane, and aggrie 
vpon a paftor. Amangs the quhilkcommiffionars was James Meluill, ane of the 
teaifters of the Collage of Theologie, whafe doctrine and dealling when they 
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haid hard and war acquented withe, they condifendit all in ane to craue at the 
prelbyterie that his peanes might be imployed and continowed with thame, 
nocht onlie for composing of thair controuerfies,and reconceiling tham in Chryft, 
bot alfo for vndertaking of a paftorall charge amangs tham. So the laid Mr 
James being erneftlie delt withall, bathe be the prefbyterie and the congrega- 
tiounes, yeildit to the calling of God and his kirk, and enterit in the fimmar 
feafone, in the monethe of July 1586, to teatche at the kirk of Anftruther, 
fituat in the middes of the faids congregatiounes. 

It pleafit the Lord of the herveft to blifs his travellee, la that all debattes 
and controuerfies amangs the congregatiounes, and within the bowelles of 
euerie ane of thame (quhilk war bothe grait and in number,) being takin vpe 
and removit, with grait ioy and comfort the communioun was miniftrat in the 
kirks of Anftruther and Kilrynnie in the Spring tyme of the yeir 1587* 

Therefter finding the four congregatipnes a burding intolerable and import- 
able with a guid confluence, whowbeit the faid Mr James haid brought with 
him at the beginning a fellow laborar, v*. Mr Robert Dury, yit nather could 
the laid Mr Robert be provydit of a ftipend, nather could they find thamfelues 
able to difcharge fo grait a cair of faulls ; therfor, the laid Mr James fett 
himfelf cairfullie for the feparating and feuerall planting of the faid congrega- 
tiounes, refoluing to tak himfelf to Kilrynnie alean ; and delt with Pittenweim, 
and caufit thame prepeare ane auditorie and kirk within thair awin town, in 
the quhilk he teached to theme bathe on the Sabathe and ouk dayes, nocht 
intermitting his ordinarie doctrines in the vther kirks, vntill Pittenweim was 
prouydit and planted with a minifter of thair awin, and that without hurt or 
impearing of the ftipend of the kirk of Anftruther Waller ; the quhilk be 
grait fafherie and trauell at the Plat, and dyvers actiones of pley befor the 
Lords of Seffioun and Exchacker, be the fpeciall bleffing of God he haid aug- 
mented from .fourfcore pounds to a hunder lib. and thrie chalders victuall, 
with gleib and manfe recouered and repeared. And fa Pittenweim being plant- 
ed with Mr Nicol Dalglifh, the faid Mr James quyttes and refignes the laid 
new purchayft ftipend, with the kirk of Anftruther, gleib, and manfe, to his 
fellow-laborar Mr Robert Dury, and freithing himfelff of the charge bathe of 
Anftruther and Pittenweim, with all the ftipend and commodities thairof, 
whowbeit difponit to him ftedfaftlie vnder the Kings priuie ieall, and tuik him 
to the kirk of Kilrynnie alloanerlie. 

1589 — For foone therefter the parochinars of Abercrombie aggreit with Mr 
Alexander Forfythe, and cravit of me their vicarage, with faxtein pounds money 



MR JAMES MELVILL'S DIARY. « 

a • 

peyit out of thair teind fcheaves, quhilk I haid alfo difponit to me for my lyff- 
tyme, bot I quyt all in lyk maner, and incontinent efter admifflon of the faid 
Mr Alexander to that minifterie, delyverit him my pices and rights of vicar- 
age and ftipend, togidder with the burding of the faid peiple and congrega- 
tion. 

Now in this mean tyme, the ftipend of Kilrynnie was but fourfcore lib. but 
ather gleib or manfe, but God moved the peiples hartes to haue a cear of me, 
and mak me fufficient fecuritie of four bounder markes in ftipend ; the town 
of Anftruther Eifter bund for the twa part, and the gentlemen to Land wart for 
the thride, and fordar oblefit thamfelues to big me a hous vpon a piece of 
ground, quhilk the Lard of Anftruther gaiff frielie for that effect. This was 
vndertakin and begoun at Witfonday in an. 1590, bot wald neuer haiff bein 
perfyted, giff the bountifull hand of my God haid nocht maid me to tak the wark 
in hand myfelff, and furnifhed ftranglie to my confideratioun all things neidfull, 
fa that neuer ouk paft bot all fort of Workmen was Weill peyit, never a dayes 
intermiffion fra the beginning to the compleitting of it, and never a foar fingar 
during the haill labour. In Junie begoun, and in the monethe of Merch efter, 
I was refident therin. It exceides in expences the foum of thrie thowfand 
and fyve hounder marks, and of all I haid nought of the paroche, bot about 
a thrie thowfand fleads of fteanes, and fourtein or fyftein chalder of lyme ; 
the ftanes from the town, and lyme from the landwart, fkarflie the half of the 
materialles, lyme and ftean, and thairfor iuftlie I may call it a fpectakle of 
God* liberalitie. 

The hous being endit, and I refident thairin, I becam mikle in deat, and my 
familie thairwithall to increas ; for bearing the burding wharof I fand my four 
hounder marks to com far fchort, ioyning thairwithall a grait part tharoff vn- 
pleafendlie peyit, and out of tyme, quhilk did caft me in grait heavines and 
perplexitie, fa that I was mightelie tempted to haiff abandonet this minifterie 
of Kilrynnie, and yeildit to maift erneft callings in vther places ; for Edinbrugh, 
Sterling, Dondie, and St Andros alfo, haid dyvers tymes erneftlie dealt with 
me. Yit finding my deir peiples hartes, thair obedience to my minifterie, and 
the wounderfull bleffing of God growing alwayes with me, I durft na wayes 
waver or mint away, bot Hand ftedfaft in that roum and ftation wher he haid 
placed me ; and fa fand in notable experience the treuthe of Chryftes words, 
faying " Seik firft the kingdome of God and the righteoufhes tharof, and the 
reft falbe caftin in to yow." As to the grait glorie of his name I continow 
this narration. 



6 MR JAMES MELVILL'S DIARY. 

For the fam yeir 1590, meining myfelf to the Hat, I gat fourfcore pounds 
in augmentatioun, and the yeir following, maift eafelie, by expectatioun, four 
chalders of victuall. Sa I fand be fare experience that it was guid to len and 
giff to God, and nocht Hand for his honor to quyt whatfumeiiir, for he wald 
repey twyfe als guid, and nocht ly lang in na mans comoun. Whowbeit, alas ! 
what can we giff him hot his awin. Bot behauld yit the gopine. 

It pleafed his grace indeid to twitche my confcience with a folift cear of 
my charge and flok, fa that whowbeit my diftractions and occupations war in 
grait and maift weightie and necefiar effeares of the kirk, yit his fear fufferit 
me nocht to leaue my peiple without daylie attendance and confort, and fa of 
unfpeacable mercie and fawour the Lord fteirit vpe a young man, indewing 
him with lingular graces, and fetting the cairfull affectioun of his hart to fup- 
plie my abfence and weaknes, yea as a fathfull yok fellow to vudertak the 
halff of my burding, v\ Mr Johne Doig, in whafe roum in the fchole, the 
Lord fend another youthe alfo of fpedall godlines, and cair of Chryfts honor 
and of the weill bathe of young and auld. Thir twa, my happie halff mar- 
row (of whome I man wryt to the glorie of God, as he is witnes I do in all 
this reherfall, that fche euir haid'als grait a cear of my calling as I haid my- 
felf, delyting aboue all things to lie the wark of God to grow and go fordwart, 
and efteiming that onlie rightlie and Weill beftowit that was warit that way, 
neglecting and calling afyde the cair of prouifion for hirfelff and childring, 
whowbeit now growing ieiklie and impotent) hald a lpeciall cair of, and delyt 
into for the helpe'of my charge bathe amangs the young and auld, and tbar- 
for interteaned them in houlhauld ; fa that the burding of houfhaulding and 
deattes contracted in biging, with verie grait expences in the comoun effeares 
of the kirk, wherin almaift the halff of fum yeirs I was employed, maid me 
aboue fit aeque at the yeirs end. 

Bot my guid God and maifter, whom I feruit, and whofe turn and wark I 
haid in hand, prouydit ane vther helpe be a purpofe, and in a maner, quhilk 
I could nocht haiff deuyfit nor luiked for ; firft, he moued the Lard of Anftru- 
ther to be willing to difpone and quyt the right of the teind fifche to the pa- 
roche and toun, ane or bathe, for the foum of thre thowfand marks, quhilk 
annes being beftowit, might purchas a ftedfaft ftipend to thair minifter for 
euer. Nixt, when bathe town and paroche haid refufit the blok, it pleafit 
God to moue the Lard to offer it to myfelff a thowfand marks better cheape, 
to be acquyrit to me and myne. And God alfo put in my hart to accept of 
the blok ; bot nocht facrilegiuflie to purchas a lei ring to me and myne, of that 
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quhilk fuld fuftein the minifterie of God's worfchipe and faluation of the peiple, 
but to acquyer it for the fuftentatioun of the minifterie of the town of Anftru- 
ther Efter. When we haid aggreit vpon the blok for twa thowfand mark, the 
ane halff to be peyit befor and at Mertimes in an. 1592, and the vther at 
Witfonday in an. 1593, 1 knew nocht whar nor whow to gett the foumes : I 
conveinit tharfor the haill Eldars of the paroche to brouche and land within 
the feffioun-hous in the kirk, and thair I maid them this offer ; to be content 
with my prefent leiving, and let the revenew of the teind fifches be taken vpe 
yeirlie till twa thowfand marks and the profit war peyit comptlie, and ther- 
eftir to quyt them thair augmentation, and tak me to my affignation and 
thefe fifches, to liue vpon and fuftein a fellow-labourar with me, quhilk might 
be therefter a conftant prouiiion for thair minifterie in all tyme to come. Manie 
fhew guid will to the mater, when they faw that I was na way feiking my 
awin commoditie, bot the weill and prouifion of thair minifterie ; bot in end 
and effect, as it feares with comoun turnes, when it cam to the preparing and 
deburfing of foumes it fealled. And then giff it haid nocht pleafit God to moue 
the hart of a fpeciall freind of myne (to whom I was regrating the mater, and 
to whome, in that ceas, the minifterie of Kilrynnie is mair behauldin nor to all 
the paroche and parochinaxs) to get me the foum I fould delyyer at the firft 
term, I wald haiff bein forcit to quait the blok agalne, and left the purchas of 
the fpeciall moyen and prouifion of this minifterie, quhilk now, of the fpeciall 
gift and prouidence of God, is acquired vnto it. 

Now the firft termes foum being delyverit, and the Lardes right put in my 
hand, it could haiff avealit the minifterie nathing,. vnles I haid the tytle of the 
vicarage, quhilk was in Jhone Anftruthers poffeffioun, . with whome it beho- 
ued me to blok of new againe for his difiniffioun, the quhilk I did, and con- 
tented him with thrie bounder marks and referuatioun of the dewtie of the 
Siluerdyk. Sa yit I haid threttein hounder marks to delyver and purchas, for 
the quhilk I meined myfelf againe to my feffioun, and was compellit in end to 
fell tham my augmentatioun, quhilk they war bund to pey me yeirlie, to thair 
grait eafe and my grait hurt, (war nocht thair eafe culd nocht be my hurt, whafe 
eafe and weillfear in God was all my cair and refpect in the mater ;) for hai- 
fiand the town of Anftruther bund be fufficient contract in wrait to me, for 
twa hounder marks yeirlie, during my minifterie, and the gentlemen to land* 
wart for a hounder, I quat tham bathe for thrie yeirs dewtie, V s . nyne 
hounder marks, wharas fen fyne I might haiff gottin of tham twyfe famikle, 
aod my right ftanding to the fore. The quhilk I wald nocht fa particularlie 
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fett down, war not fum, forgetting themfelues and the grait benefit of God, he* 
alleagit that they deburfit foumes for acquyring of the teind fifches to the mi- 
nifterie, quhilk is far from the treuthe ; for indeid, giff God haid nocht done 
that turn without thair foumes or cair, thair haid fkarflie bein a minifterie in 
Kiliynnie this day. And this I wryt nocht to impear the praife of guid men in 
the paroche, wharof I thank God thair is a guid number, and als Weill affected 
as in the land agean, bot to reprefs the vnwarrie ingratitud of fum that confid* 
ders nocht the bountifull guidnes of God in the planting and preferuation of 
thair minifterie. 

Bot to return to the narration. — With this nyne houndrethe marks, and four 
hounder of my brethir fonnes gear, I fatiffeit the next termes foum, and en- 
terit be prefentation, collation, and inftitution of the vicarage, as actuall mi- 
nifter in pofleffion of the laid teind fifches, and na way be the tytle recevit fra 
the Lard as Taxman, to mak it cleir and fure that I fought the prouifion of the 
minifterie, and nocht a leiving to me and myne. Quhilk I fett down partlie to 
ftope the mouthes of calumniators, giving out my doing as a conquaift of the 
kirk gear to me and myne ; partlie to refolue my warldlie frindes, who thinks 
I wald never be fa. daft as to tak on foumes fa grait to acquyre and bring 
hame to the kirk hir teinds againe ; bot it is not the warlde, bot my God 
whome I feik to pleafe, and I thank his bont& continualie, hes in fa doing fund 
mair of the warlde, nor fie as hes done vtherwayes, or euer I fought or luiked 
for. The haill expences of the proces and pices of the tytle lyand in a feue* 
*all buft be themfelues in my lettron, I eftimat to a houndrethe marks, fa in 
deburfit money the haill is to me four-and-twentie houndrethe marks. 

The quhilk foum, by the fpeciall bleffing of God, in the fifchings I might 
haiff eafelie vtreade fen my firft pofleffioun, giff the binding of my forfaids fel- 
low-laborar and fcholmaifter haid nocht tyen vpon me, the grait expences of the 
comoun effeares of the kirk, and the lang and heavie diftres of my wyff. Now 
this my frind wald afk, What I haiff for my releiff of fie foumes ? I anfwer 
the fawour and prouidence of my guid God. For giff God fpear my dayes 
with reft in his kirk, I hope he fall vtreade all my deattes, that it may be left 
frie to the intrant. Giff nocht, and the intrant be worthie of the roum of this 
minifterie, God and his confeince will moue him to pey the deat refting. Giff 
he will nocht, the greiff and lofs wil be graitter to haiff fie a man in that roum, 
nor of myne to pey my deattes, whowbeit they fell the books and plenefhing 
for that effect. As for the bernes, giff they lern to be Gods fervants and 
bernes, he will provyde for them a? he hes done for me : giff nocht (as God for- 
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bid) they ar mair wordie to beg nor to bruik (NehenL v. ver. 4.) For my re- 
ward at the hands of God, the Lord of his infinit mercie and grace friethe me 
from the iuft defert of my vyle linnes, for the merit of the deathe and pretius 
bloode of his Sone my Sauiour, the Lord Jefus Chryft, wha is God over all, 
bleflit for euer. For when all is done, as he and my confcience beares witnes 
againft me, a maift wretched, vyle, vnworthie fervand in his fight, vnles he be- 
hauld me in his Chryft, whas I am, and nocht my awin. And far be it fra me 
to glore in anie thing bot his cros, wharby, wald to God, this warld war fiillie 
crucified to me, and I to it 

As for the town and paroche, the benefit indeed is thairs, let them tharfor, 
as I hope they will, confidder thair dewtie in confcience befor thair God, to 
whome, for thair minifterie, I am fuir they ar mair addettit nor anie paroche 
I know, the Lord mak them to acknawlage it and be thankfulL This onlie I 
befeik them for the mercies of Chryft, let never that be takin away or abufit 
from the right ufe quhilk God hes annes applyed it vnto, la far as may ly in 
thame, as they loue the honour of God, and his worfchipe to ftand in the 
middes of tham, ioynit with the faluation of thair faulles. And namlie I man 
erneftlie admonifche the hous of Anftruther never to mein to acclame againe 
the tytle or pofleffion of thay teinds, whowbeit they might find a corrupt and 
facrilegius periured perfone to put in the roum, be whome they might gett a 
new fett and pofleffion of thay teind filches ; for I pronunce heir a curs and 
maledictioun from God vpon whofeuer fall intermet and draw away the com- 
modities tharof from the right vfe of fufteining of the minifterie of Gods wor- 
fchipe, and of the faluatioun of Gods peiples faulles within the town of An- 
ftruther, and congregation of Kilrynnie. And God forbid that euer that hous 
fhould bring on it the feirfull effect of this curs, quhilk of dewtie I man loue 
beft of anie hous in the Land. 

In the yeir 1598, 1 cawfit print my Catechifine for the profit of my peiple, 
and beftowit tharvpon fyve hounder marks, quhilk God moued the hart of a 
maift godlie and lowing frind to frilie offer to me in len for that effect. Of 
this I remean addettit, bot could never, to my knawlage, attein to a hounder 
marks again for the buiks. 



B 



THE HISTORIE OF THE LYFF OF J. M. 

Thow does mania things, O Jehoua, my God* Thy merveals and thoughts 
toward ws cannot ordourlie he recompted before thie ; giff I wald fet me to 
fchaw and fpeak tham out, they ar mo in number than I can rehearfe. — - 

P8ALME XL. TERSE 6. 

I will fing the mercies of the Lord for euer : with my mouthe will I declare 
thy treuthe from generation to generation. — Psalme lxxxix. 

Thow art my hope, Lord Jehoua ; my confidence fra my bernhead. 
" I lean vpon thie from the wombe ; from my mothers bowels thow cacht 
me ; in thie (all my praife be continualie. 

Let my mouthe be filled with thy laude, even all the day with thy glorie. 

Caft mie nocht away in my auld age ; when my ftrainthe fealls me, leaue 
mie nocht. — Psalme xci. verses 5, 6. 8, 9. 

whow deir ar thy thoughts towards mie, O ftrong God ! whow grait is 
the foum therof ! 

1 wald recount tham, bot they are ma then the fund : I wake that I may 
bie yit withe thie. — Psalme cxxxix. verses 17, 18. 

I knawe a man in Chryft, brought from the wombe of his mother be God, 
the 25 day of the monethe July (dedicat of auld to S. James the Apoftle and 
Martyr) in the yeir of our Lord 1556 ;* wha, for thankfulnes of hart to the 
praife and honour of his gratius God and deir father in Chryft, and for edifi- 
cation and comfort of his childring, and fie as fall reid the laming heirefter, is 
movit to fett down in monument of wryt the benefits of God beftowit on him 
fen his firft conception and day of his birthe foremarked, la far, at leift, as his 
weak vnderftanding and freall memorie in maters that ar efteimed of import* 
ance can conceaue and recompt. Whowbeit, as I haiff profefled, in the words 
of the Pfelme with Dauid, that the Imalleft of his vnkn&win benefits pafies 
the graitteft reatche of my apprehenfion and vtterance. 

And firft, God wald haiff me begottin of godlie, fathfull, and honeft parents, 
bathe lightned with the light of the gofpell at the firft dawning of the day 
tharof within Scotland, knawing and beleving that Couenant of Grace, and 
& the feid of the fathfull, expreflie mentioned in that covenant, quhilk allures 

..• My vncle, Mr Andre, haalds that I was bona in an- 1557, 
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mie of the benefit tharof, yea of that root and wealfpring of all his benefites, my 
eternall election in his Chryft befor the foundation of the warld. Thefe pa- 
rents be name war Richard Melvill of Baldowy, and Ifobell Scrymgeour, fiftar 
to the Lard of Glafwell for the tyme. My laid father, brought vpe in letters 
from his youthe, and gentlemanie effeares till he was pall twentie yeirs of age, 
therefter choline Paedagog to James Erfkine appearand of Donne, he paft with 
him to Grermanie, whar he remeaned at the ftudie of letters, namlie, Theologie, 
firft with Doctor Macabeus, in Denmark, and therefter a heirar of Philip Me- 
lancton in Wittenberg, be the fpace of twa yeirs. Of the grait mercie of God 
haiffing the happe of fie maifters as war the graitteft lights of that age within 
the countrey in the tonne of Montrofe, and companie of that Lard of Donne,* 
and the maift godlie, lerned, and noble Scots martyre Mr George Wyfhart, and 
thefe nominat in Grermanie. And the Lord bleffing the feid fawin be tham in 
his hart, at laft, foone efter the firft reformation of religion, thruft him out into 
his herveft, and placed him minifter of his evangell at the kirk of Mariton, a 
myle from Montrofe, harde adiacent to his awin houfe and roum of Beldowy, 
in the quhilk he continowed fathfullie vnto his lyffes end. He died the 53 yeir 
of his age, in the moneth of Junie, an. 1575, in a Icterik fewar, maift godlie ; for 
efter manie raoft comfortable exhortationes maid to the noble and gentlemen 
of the cowntrey, wha all reforted to vifit him during his diftres, and to his 
breither and frinds wha remeaned about him, about the verie houre of his 
deathe, he caufed reid to him the 8 chap, of the Epiftle to the Romans, and 
immediatlie efter his brother, Mr James, minifter of Arbrothe, aflring him 
what he was doing ; lifting vpe eies and hands toward hevin, with reafbnable 
might of voice he anfwerit, * I am glorifeing God for the light of his gofpeU, 
and refting in affiirance of his fweit promifes of lyff maid vnto mie in my Sa» 
uiour, the Lord Jefus Chryft ;" and na ma intelligible words therefter. He was 
a man of rare wefilome, iudgment and difcretion, and therfor mikle imployed 
in the tryfts and effeares of the noble and gentlemen of the countrey, quhilk 
diftracted him fra his calling, hinderit his vertew and fhortened his lyff. The 
recompence quhilk he had, was eftimation and affection of all. Ther was nane 
of his rank, and verie few aboue it, that was fa honored and loued as he, quhilk 
kythed fpecialie at his buriall, and hes bein often tauld me be men of all de- 
gries'fen fyne. 

My mother died about a thrie quarters, or at leaft within a yeir, efter I was 

* Jhone Areflun of Dun, fvperintendent of Angus and Merneft. 
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born, a woman exceidinglie belouit of hir hufbands frinds and nibours, I haiff 
diners tymes hard when my father breither Roger, Jhone, Mr James and Ro- 
bert, could nocht fatiffie tharafelues in comending hir godlines, honeftie, ver- 
tew and affection toward thame. And I haiff often hard Mr Andro iky, that 
he being a bern verie feiklie, was maift lowinglie and tenderlie treated and 
cared for be hir, embrafing him and killing him oftentymes with thefe words, 
w God giff me an vther lad lyk thie, and fyne tak me to his reft." Now fche 
haid haid twa laddies befor me, wharof the eldeft was dead, and betwix him 
and the fecond, fche bure thrie laffes, fa in end God granted hir defyre, and 
gaiff hir an wha wald to God he war als lyk to Mr Andro in gifts of mynd as 
he is thought to be in proportion of bodie and lineaments of face, for ther is 
nane, .that is nocht vtherwayes particularlie informed, bot taks me for Mr An- 
dros brother. 

The nixt benefit is of my education till I cam to the age of a man, and en- 
tered in my calling, wharin als manie moments, als manie benefits ; bot the 
maift remarkable to my iudgment and memorie I will record. And firft in 
generall to the praife of my heavinlie parent, I man confefs with Dauid, " My 
mother has now left mie, bot Jehoua hes receauit mie," and with Efai, " The 
mother hes forgot the fruit of hir wombe, bot the Lord hes rememberit me 
alwayes." I haid an evill inclyned woman to my nuris ; therefter fpeaned 
and put in a cottar hous, and about four or fyve yeir auld brought hame to a 
ftep-mother ; yit a verie honed burges of Montros,* hes oft tauld me, that 
my father wald ley me down on my bak, pleying with mie, and lauche at 
me bfecaus I could nocht rys, I was fit fatt ; and wald a(k mie what ealed 
mie ; I wald anfwer, " I am fa fatt I may nocht geang." And trewlie fen my 
rememberance, I cam never to the place, bot God moued fum an with a mo- 
therlie affection towards me. About the fyft yeir of my age, the Grate Buik 
was put in my hand, and when I was feavine, lytle therof haid I lernit at hame ; 
therfor my father put my eldeft and onlie brother Dauid, about a yeir and a 
haiff in $ge aboue me, and me togidder to a kinfman and brother in the mi- 
nifterie of his to Ifcholl, a guid, lemed, kynd man, whome for thankfulnes I 
same Mr Wilyam Gray, minifter at Logie, Montrofe. He haid a fiftar, a 
godlie and honeft matron, rewlar erf his hous, wha often rememberit me of my 
mother, and was a verie lowing mother to ws indeid. Ther was a guid nom- 
ber erf gentle and honeft mens bents of the cowntrey about, weill treaned vpe 

* Robert Ckik. 
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bathe in letters, godlines, and exerceife of honeft geams. Ther we lerned to 
reid the Catechiline, prayers, and fcripture, to rehers the catechifine cod 
prayers par ceur, alfo nottes of Scripture efter the reiding therof ; and ther firft 
I fand, (blyfed be my guid God for it) that fprit of fanctification beginning to 
work film motiones in my hart, even about the aught and nynt yeir of my age* 
to pray going to bed and ryfing, and being in the fields alan to lay ower the 
prayers I haid lernit with a fweit moving in my hart, and to abhore (wearing, 
and rebuk and complean vpon fie as I hard fwear. Whervnto the example 
of that godlie matron, feiklie and giffen to reid and pray in hir bed, did mikle 
profit me, for I ley in hir chamber and hard hir exerceifes. We lerned ther 
the Rudiments of the Latin grammair, withe the vocables in Latin andFrenche, 
alfo divers fpeitches in Frenche, with the reiding and light pronunciation of 
that toung. We proceidit fordar to the Etymologie of Lilius, and his Syntax, 
as alio a lytle of the Syntax of Linacer ; therwith was ioyned Hunters Nomen- 
clature, the Minora Colloquia of Erafinus, and fum of the Eclogs of Virgill 
and Epift. of Horace ; alfo Cicero his epiftles ad Terentiam. He haid a verie 
guid and profitable form of refoluing the authors, he teatched grammaticallie. 
bathe according to the Etymologie and Syntax ; bot as for me, the trewthe 
was, my ingyne and memorie war guid aneuche, bot my iudgment and under-* 
ftanding war as yit finored and dark, fa that the thing quhilk I gat was mair 
be rat ryme nor knawlage. Ther alfo we haid the aire guid, and fields rea- 
firaable fear ; and be our maifter war teached to handle the bow for archerie* 
the glub for goff, the batons for fencing ; alio to rin, to loope, to fwoum, to 
warfell, to proue pratteiks, euerie ane haiffing his matche and andagonift, bathe 
in our leflbns and play. A happie and golden tyme indeid, giff our negligence 
and vnthankfclnes haid nocht moued God to fchorten it, partlie be deceying of 
the number, quhilk caufed the maifter to weirie, and partlie be a peft quhilk 
the Lord, for finne and contempt of his gofpell, fend vpon Montrofe, diftant 
from Ouer Logie bot twa myles ; fa that fcholl lkalled, and we war all fend 
for and brought hame. I was at that fcholl the fpace of almoft fyve yen's, in: 
the quhilk tyme, of publict news I remember I hard of the manage of Hendrie 
and Marie King and Quein of Scots, Seingnour Dailies flauchter, of tbe Kingst 
mourder at the Kirk of Field, of the Queins taking at CarbaiTi, and the Lang* 
fyd feild. Wherof reid Mr Bowchannan Cornicle, lib. 17, 18, 19* 

Even at that tyme me thought the heiring of thefe things moued me, and 
ftak in my hart with fum ioy or forow, as I hard they might helpe or hender 
the relligion ; namelie, I remember the order of the faft keipit in an. 1566 ; 
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the eVill handling of the minifterie, be taking away of ther ftipends, for Mr 
James Meluill, my vncle, and Mr James Balfour, his cufing-german, bathe 
minifters and ftipendles, with guid, godlie, and Jkynd Patrik Forbes of Cors* 
The Lard of Kinnaber, and the godlie and zealus gentlemen of the countrey, 
partlie for thair bernes caufe* and partlie for that notable instrument in the 
Kirk of Scotland, Jhone Erfkine of Done, fuperintendent of Merns and Angus, 
his refidenee in Logy at certean tymes, did oftentymes frequent our hous, and 
talk of fie maters. Alio, I remember weill whow we paft to the head of the 
muir to fie the fyre of ioy burning vpon the ftiple head of Montrofe, at the 
day of the King's birthe. Thefe things I mark for the grait benefit of that 
place and companie, wherin the Lord wald haiff me treaned vpe in my firft 
and tender age. 

Now, when my brother and I war come hame, our father examined ws, and 
was glad to fie that we haid profited reafonablie : Neuertheles, the efteat of the 
countrey was fo vncertean and trublefome, the moyen he haid (wanting his 
&win ftipend, and helping diuerfe that wanted of his breithring) bot mean and 
finall, and the oocafione of fcholles nocht ferving, we remeaned a wintar at 
hame, rememberit of our buiks bot now and then, as our father haid leafer, 
quhilk was bot verie feindle. Yit the Lord fufferit nocht that tyme to be fruit- 
les nather, bot I remember therin twa benefites ; ane the reiding of the Storie 
of the Scripture that wintar, quhilk flak in my mynd, and of Dauid Lindfayes 
book, quhilk my eldeft fiftar, Iibell, wald reid and ling, namelie, concerning the 
letter iudgment, the peanes of Hell, and the ioyes of Heavin, wherbe fche wald 
caus me bathe to greit and be glad* I louit hir, therfor, exceiding deirlie, and 
fche me by the reft. Sche fchew me a day amangs vtheris, a ballet fett out in 
print againft minifters, that for want of ftipend left thair charge, beginning—* 

Who fo do put hand to the pleuche, 

And therfra bakward goes ; 
The Scripture maks it plean aneuche— 

My kingdom is nocht for thofe, &c 

With this fche burft furthe in teares, and fayes, " Alas ! what will com of thir 
- at that letter day ? Ood keipe my father, and Mr James Meluill, and Mr James 
Balfour fra this." And efter, cryes out the verfe of Dauie Lindfay :— 

Alas 1 I trimble for to tell 
The terrible torments of the Hell ; 
That peanfoll pit who can deplore ? 
Quhilk fell indure for enermore. 
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With hir fpeitches and teares fche maid me to quak and chont bitterlie, 
quhilk left the deipeft ftampe of God's fear in my hart of anie thing that euer 
I haid hard befor. I was giffen to a bernlie evill and dangerus vfe of pyking, 
the quhilk fche perceaving, of purpos gaiff me the credit of the key of hir kift, 
and haiffing fum finall filuer in a lytle fhottle, I tuk fum.of it, thinking fche 
fould not haiff millet it. Bot be that occafion fche enterit la vpon me with fa 
foar threatnings, and therwithall la fweit and lowing admonition and exhorta- 
tions, that I thank thie, my God, I abfteinit from it all my dayes therefter ; 
and whereuer I was, giff I could haiff gotten anie thing to by, worthie of hir, 
I was accuftomed to fend it hir in taken of our affectioun, fa lang as fche leivit* 
This benefit I haid of God by hir raeanes that wintar, for incres of his fear and 
honeftie of lyff. The vther was for ciuill converiation and prudence. My 
father, that wintar, put in our hands Palingenius, wherin he delyted mikle 
himfelf, inioyning to ws, at his rydings fra ham, to lern fa manie verfes par 
ceur. Therby I lernit weill, and euer keipit in memorie, for daylie practise 
fenfyne, thefe precepts for winning of hartes, concilliating of affectiones, and 
peaceable converiation, quhilk he hes in Cancro from thefe verfes following to 
the end of the buik :— 

Qnicnnqne ergo cupit mnltam dnm yinit amari, 
Ant ftndeat delectare, ant prodefle, vel in fe 
Virtntes habeat, quas compellnntnr et ipfi 
Commendare mali, et qnamnis odere, verentnr, &c. 

Onlie a thing in the end (quhilk, he wald nocht haiff ws to lern) for fubtill re- 
venge is nocht Chriftian, bot yit maift neidfull to be market, it is & in vfe in 
the warld in this our age, and efteimed a mean point of prudence. 

Nimirum magna eft prndentia vincere blande : 
Atqne animi ad tempos preflum coelare dolorem. 

Machiauel himfelff could nocht haiff prefcryvit it fa weill as I haiff knawin it 
practifed in this countrey ; and as yit it is working on : God mak ws fimple 
as dowes, and wyfe as ferpents, I thank God fra my hart, that maid me to 
ken it fra my youthe to bewar of it, bot nocht to vie it, as I bles my Chryft 
I deteaft all revenge as devillrie, and namelie terpentine. 

About the fpring tyme, my father refolued to keipe my eldar brother at 
hame withe him, to lern him houfbandrie and experience of the warldlie lyff, 
now almoft paft from the age of bernheid ; and to fend me to the fcholl againe 
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for a yeir or twa, that therefter he might acquent me alio with houfbandrie, 
and prepear for me a roum, and that becaus he nather faw the meanes to mak 
ws attein to fie lerning as we might Hue vpon, nor when we haid gottin it, 
anie fore interteinment in the countrey for it Sa I was pnt to the fcholl of 
Montrofe, finding, of God's guid providence, my auld mother Mariorie Gray, 
wha parting from fair brother at his manage, haid takin vpe hous and fcholl 
for laflTes in Montrofe ; to hir I was welcome againe as hir awin lone. The 
maifter of the fcholl/ a lerned, hbneft, kyfcd man, whom alfo for thankful- 
nee I name, Mr Andro MHn }** h* was veria ikilPull abd diligent ; the firft 
yeir he caufit ws go tiiroW the tluAiments- againe, tberefter enter and pas 
throw- the firft part of Gtammer of Sebaftian, therwith we hard Fhormio- 
iteiri Teferitii, and war exerceifd in compbfition ; efter that entered to the fe- 
*ond part, and hard therwith tW Georgics of Wirgill, and dyvers vther things. 
I never gat a ftrak of his hand, whowbeit I eommitted twa lourd faultes, as 
it war with fyre and fword : Haiffing the candle in my hand on a Wintar 
night, before fax hours, in the fcholl fitting in the dais, bernlie and negligent- 
lie pleying with the beut, it kendlit fa on fyre, that we haid all ado to put it 
out with our feit. The vther was being molefted by a condifciple, wha cutted 
the ftringes of my pen and ink-horn with his pen-knyfF, I minting with my 
pen-knyfF to his legges to fley him, he feared, and lifting now a lag, now the 
vther, rafht on his lag vpon my knyff, and ftrak himfelff a deipe wound in the 
fchin of the lag, quhilk was a quarter of a yeir in curing. In the tyme of the 
trying of this mater, he faw me fa humble, fa feard, fa greived, yeild fa manie 
teares, and by fading and murning in the fcholl all day, that he faid he could 
not find in his hart to punifhe me fordar. Bot my righteus God let me nocht 
flipe -that fault, bot gaiff me a warning and remembrance what it was to be de- 
fyld with blude, whowbeit negligentlie ; for within a fchort fpace efter I haid 
caufit a cutlar, new com to the town, to polifhe and fcharpe the fam pen-knyff, 
and haid bought a pennie-wourthe of aples, and cutting and eatting the fam 
in the Linkes, as I put the cheiue in [my] mouthe, I began to lope Vpe vpon a 
litle fandie bray, haiffing the pen-knyff in my right hand, I fell and therwithe 
ftrak myfelff, miffing my wombe, an inche deipe in the inwart fyde of the left 
knie, even to the bean, wherby the aequitie of God's iudgment and my con- 
fidence ftrak me fa, that I was the raair war of knyffes all my ilayes. 

In Montrofe was Mr Thomas Anderfone, minifter, a man of mean gifts, bot 

* 

t ♦ Minifter at Fedreflb. 

C 
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of lingular guid lyff ; God moved him to mark me, and call me often to his 
chalmer to treat me, when he law anie guid in me, and to inftruct and admo- 
nife me vtherwayes ; he defyrit me ever to rehearfe a part of Calvin's Cate- 
chilme on the Sabothes at efternoone, becaufe he hard the peiple lyked weill of 
the cleirnes of my voice and pronuncing with fum feilling ; and therby God 
moued a godlie honeft matron in the town to mak mikle of me therfor, and 
called me hir lytle fweit angle. The minifter was able to teatche na ofter 
but annes in the ouk ; but haid a godlie honeft man reidar,* wha read the 
Scripture diftinctlie, and with a religiuf and deuot feilling, wherby I fand 
myfelff mouit to giff guid eare and lera the Stories of Scripture, alio to tak 
plefure in the Pfalmes, quhilk he haid almoft all by hart in profe. The Lard 
of Done, mentioned befor, dwelt oft in the town, and of his charitie interteined 
a blind man, wha haid a lingular guid voice, him he caufit the doctor of our 
fcholl teatche the wholl Pfalmes in miter, with the tones therof, and ling tham 
in the kirk ; be heiring of whome I was fa delyted, that I lernit manie of the 
Pfalmes and toones therof in miter, quhilk I haiff thought euer fen fyne a 
grait bleffing and comfort. The exerceife of the minifterie was keipit ouklie 
then in Montrofe, and th$ir afiemblies ordinarlie, quhilk when I law I was 
movit to lyk fellon weill of that calling, bot thought it a thing vnpoffible that 
ever I could haiff the abilitie to Hand vpe and fpeik when all helde thair toung 
and luiked, and to continow fpeiking alean the lpace of an houre. Ther was alfo 
ther a poftf that frequented Edinbruche, and brought ham Pfelme buikes and 
ballates, namlie, of Robert Semples making, wherin I tuik pleafour, and lernit 
llun thing bathe of the efteat of the countrey, and of the miflburs and cullors 
of Scottes iyme. He fchew me firft Wedderburn's Songs, wharof I lerned diuerfs 
par ceur with grait diuerfitie of toones. He frequented our fcholl, and of him 
alfo I lerned to vnderftand the Callender efter the comoun vfe thairof. And, 
finalie, I receavit the communion of the bodie and blud of the Lord Jefus 
Chryft firft at Montrofe, with a graitter reuerence and fence in my faull then 
oft therefter I could find, in the 13 yeir of my age ; whar, coming from the 
table, a guid honeft man, ane eldar of the kirk,^: gaiff me an admonition con- 
cerning lightnes, wantonnes, and nocht takin tent to the preatching and word 
read, and prayers, quhilk remeaned with me ever fen fyne; fa God maid 
everie perfone, place, and action, to be my teatchers : bot, alas ! I vfed tham 

• Jhone Bertie, f Jhon Finheavin. J Richart Anderfone, brother to the forme* 

Mr Thomas Anderfone^ 
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never fa fruitfullie as the guid occafiones fervit, bot was caried away in vanitie 
erf mynd with young and fullifhe conceattes, quhilk is the heavie challange of 
my confidence. The tyme of my being in Montrofe was about twa yeirs, du- 
ring the quhilk the comoun newes that I hard was of the grait praifes of the 
government, and in end the heavie mean, and pitifull regrat, amangs men in 
all efteatte for the traiterus murdour of James Erie of Murro, called the Guid 
Regent, anent the quhilk, fie the 19 book of the fornamed Cornicle, 

1571* — The efteat of Montrofe fchol changit be occafion of the mailers taking 
of him to the minifterie, I cam hame to Baldowy about the Lambes in an. 1571, 
the fourtein yeir of my age, now expyred, whar my father fetts me about the 
herveft-labour, wherin I haid litle pleafour, for whowbeit I fpendit nocht the 
tyme fa fructfullie as I might at fcholl, yit I lyked the fchollars lyff beft ; bot 
my father held ws in fie aw, that we durft nocht reafone with him, bot his 
will was neidfull obedience to ws. Sa to the glore of my God, I remember a 
certean day my father fend me to the finiddy for dreffing of hewkes and fum 
yron inftruments, the way lying hard by Mariekirk, wherin my father pretch- 
ed, I begoude to weirie foar of my lyff, and as my couftorae haid bein fra my 
bernheid to pray in my hart, and mein my efteat to my God ; coming foment 
the kirk, and linking to it, the Lord fteirit vpe an extraordinar motion in my 
hart, quhilk maid me atteans, being alean, to fall on gruiff to the ground, ai»d 
pour out a fchort and erneft petition to God, that it wald pleas his guidnes to 
offer occafion to continow me at the fcholles, and inclyne my father's hart till 
vfe the laming, with promife and wow, that whateuer miffbur of knawlage 
and letters he wold bellow on me, I fould, by his grace, imploy the laming for 
his glorie in the calling of the minifterie ; and ryfing from the ground with ioy 
and grait contentment in hart, again fell downe and worfchipped, and fa paft 
on and did the earand, retourning and praifing my God, finging fum Pfalmes. 
Within a few dayes therefter, Mr James Meluill, my vncle, comes to Baldowy, 
and brings with him a godlie lernit man, named Mr Wilyeam Collace, wha 
was that lam yeir to tak vpe the dais as firft regent of S. Leonard's Collage, 
within the Vniuerfitie of St Andros ; efter conference with whome that night, 
God moues my father's hart to refolue to fend me that lam yeir to the Col- 
lage. Trew it was I was bot weaklie groundit in grammar, and young of 
yeirs, yit the lowingnes of the gentleman, and promife of the benefeit of a 
burfare's place, and of taking peanes on me, maid the mater to go fordwart ; 
wherof, when I was informed be my laid vncle, and haid fein and fpoken a 
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lytle with the man, Rebecca was never blyther to go with the fervant of 
Abraham, nor I was to go with him. And trewHe this finding' of God at a 
neid, was the beginning of a ritche treaflbiir of the prtiiff of his proiridence, 
mercie and grace continowallie increafling fen fyne, that I wald nocht giff for 
ten thowiand warlds. 

Sa I cam to St Andros about th&firft of November in the forfaid yeir 1571, 
and enterit in the courfe of PbiiQfrphie,' vnder the regenterie of the find Mr 
Wilyeam, wha haid the eftimation of the maift folide and lernit in Ariftotle's 
Philofophie. And flrft hard vnder him Callander his Rhetorik ; but at the 
beginning, nather being weill groundet in grammer, nor coin 'to the Jreara of 
naturall iudgment and vnderftanding, I was caft in fie a gfeiff and difpear be* 
caufe I vnderftood nocht the regent's langage in teatching, that I did nathing 
bot fyurfted and grat at his leflbnes, and was of mynd to haiff gone ham agean, 
War nocht the luiffing cear of that man comforted me, and tuik me in his awin 
ahalmer, cauflt me ly with himfelff, and euerie night teatched me in privat, till 
I was acquented with the mater.* Then he gaiff ws a corapend of his awin 
of Philofophi and the partes thairof, of Dialectik, of Definition, of Diuifion, 
of Enunciation, and of a Syllogifine Enthymen, and Induction, &c., quhilk I 
thought I vnderftood better. About the quhilk tyme, my father coming, to 
the town, begoude to examine me, and finding fum beginning was exceiding- 
lie rejtoyfit, and vttered fweittar affection to me then ever before ; he interteined 
my regent verie hartlie in his ludging* and gaiff him grait thanks ; he lend 
me to him, efter he haid taken leiue, with twa pieces of gold in a neapkine ; 
bot the gentleman was fa hemeft and Lowing, that he wald haiff non of his 
gold, but with auftere countenance fend nie. bak with it : Na, never wald re-; 
ceaue gold nor filuer all the tymfe . of my courfe. We enterit in the Organ of 
Ariftotle's logics that yeir, and lernit till the Deihonftrations. He haid a 
lytle boy that feruit hifn in bis^chamber, called Dairid Eliftone, wha, ainang» 
threttie and fax fchollara in mlmber," (fa raanie war we in theclafs,) was the 
bell. This boy he caufit wfat on me, and corifer with me,' whaseingyne and 
iudgment pall me als far in the wholl courfe of philofophie, a? die aigle the 
howlet. In the multiplication of Propolitiones, Medallea, Couerfion of Syllo- 
gifmes, Pons Afinorum, etc., he 'was als read ate I was ' in telling an-and* 
threttie. This I mark for a fpeciall caufe of thankfulnes following. 

Bot of all the benefites I haid that yeir was the coining of that maift nota- 

* We hard the Oration pro rege DeMtaro. 
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fole profet ami apoftle of* our nation, Mr Jhone Knox to St Andros, wha, be 
the faction of the Queih occupeing the caftell and town of Edinbruche, was 
CdmpeQit to remoue therfra with a number of the beft, and chufit to com 
to St Andros. I hard him tealche ther the prbphecie of Daniel that fimmer 
and the wintar following. I haid my pen and my litle book, and tuk away 
fie things as I could comprehend. In the opening vpe of his text he was mo- 
derat the fpace of an halff houre ; bot when he enterit to application, he maid 
me fa to grew and tremble, that I could nocht hald a pen to wryt. I hard him 
oftymes vtter thefe thretenings in the hicht of ther pryde, quhilk the eis of 
monie law cleiriie brought to pais within few yeirs vpon the Captean of that 
Caftle, the Hamjltones, and Hie Quein hirfelff. He ludgit down in the Abbay 
befyde our Collage, and our Primarius, Mr James Wilkie, our Regents, My 
Nicol Dalgleife, Mr Wilyeam Colace, and Mr Jhone Dauidfone went in or&? 
narlie to his grace efter denner and fupper. Our Regent taried all the vacdKt 
to heir him, whowbeit he haid vrgent effeares of his brother fonnes to handle, 
to whom he was tutor. Mr Knox wald fum tyme com in and repofe him in our 
collage yeard, and call ws fchollars vnto him and blefe ws, and exhort ws to 
knaw God and his wark in our contrey, and Hand be the guid cause, to vie our 
tyme weill, and lent the guid inftructiones, and follow the guid exemple of our 
maifters. Our haill collage, maifters and fchollars, war found and zelus for the 
guid caufe ; the vther twa collages nocht fa ; for in the New Collage, whowbeit 
Mir Jhone Dowglafs, then Rector, was guid aneuche, the thrie vther maifters 
and fum of the R&gentes war euill myndit, v\ Mrs Robert, Archbald and Jhone 
Hamiltons, (wharof the laft twa becam efter apoftates) hated Mr Knox and 
the guid caufe ;' and the Commiflar Mr Wilyeam Skein could nocht lyk weill 
<rf his doctriiie. The auld ccfllage trias rewiit be Mr Jhoa Rutherfurd, then 
Dean of Facultie, a man lernit in philofophie, bot invyus corrupt This I mark 
for the fetting furthe of the benefit I receavit in the collage and corapanie I 
Was into. iThe publie newes' I hard that yeir was of the Englifi armie that 
cam in vnder the conduct of Mr Drufi, and brunt and flew thr^uchout Clid- 
difdall and all the dominiones of the Hamiltones, for the flauchter of the Guid 
Regent ; they brunt the caftell and paUoe and town of Hamiltone, and caried 
away grait pray ; they wracked all the Bordars waft and eft, and tuik the 
caftell of Hume. AMb Mathew Stewart, Erie of Lennox was fchofine Regent, 
wha that herveft cam to Breadline, befeigit the caftell tharof, haldin be the 
luddarts of the Erl of Hountlie, compellet tham to rander, and hangit threttie 
tharof, qlk was callit the Bourde of Breadline. 
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This yeir in the monethe of July, Mr Jhone Dauidfone, an of our Regents 
maid a play at the mariage of Mr Jhone Coluin, quhilk 1 law playit in Mr 
Knox prefence, wherin, according to Mr Knox doctrine, the caftell of Edin- 
bruche was befiged, takin, and the Captan, with an or twa with him, hangit 
in effigie. 

1572. — The fecond yeir of my courfe we hard the Demonftrations, the Topiks 
and the Sophift Captiones. And the Primarius,* a guid, peacable, fweit auld 
man, wha luiffed me weill, teached the four fpeaces of the Arithmetik, and fum- 
thing of the Sphere ; bot the graitteft benefit I haid of him, was his daylie doc- 
trine at the prayers in the kirk everie morning, for he pad throw the twa buiks 
of Samuel and twa of the Kings verie pleanlie and -fubftantiuflie, quhilk I re- 
memberit the better ever fince. He caufit ling comounlie the 44 and 79 
Pfalmes, quhilk I lernit par ceur, for that was the yeir of the bludie mafiacres 
in France, and grait troubles in this countrey, the warres betwix Leithe and 
Edinbruche being verie hat. The caftel of Dumbarten was notablie tean, and 
Jhone Hamilton, bifchope of St Andros hangit. 

In the monethe of Auguft, the Blak Parliament of Stirling haldin,f whar the 
fecond Regent was flean in Wolmiftones armes, &c. vide Buchan. Chro. 

1573. — The thrid yeir of our courfe we hard the fyve buiks erf the Ethiks, 
with the aught buiks of the Phyfiks, and De Ortu et Interitu. That yeir we 
haid our Bachlar art according to the folemnities then vied of Declamations, 
banqueting and playes. And in the mean tyme tharof my father maried my 
laid eldefl fiftar Ilbell, and fecond, Mariorie, bothe on a day ; bot efter that 
felling, we gat hard newes of the defeat of the Forbeffes at the Crab-ftean 
befyd Aberdein. 

1574. — The fourt and laft yeir of our courle, quhilk was the 17 yeir of my age 
outpaft, and 18 rinning, we lerned the buiks De Ccelo and Mateors, alio the 
Spher, more exactlie teachit be our awin Regent, and maid ws for our Vicces 
and Blakftens, and haid at Pace our promotion and finiffing of our courfe. 
The beginning of this yeir was alfo maift dulfidl to me by the departour of 
my deireft Mar Ilbell, wha died of hir firft bern, in whom I loffit my naturall 
mother the fecond tyme. 

* Mr James Wilkie. f The parliament was haldin in Auguft 1571, befor I earn to the 

Vninerfitie. 
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The ordour of four kirks to a minifter then maid be the Erl of Morton, now 
maid Regent, againft the quhilk Mr Jhone Dauidfone, an of the Regents of 
our collage, maid a buik called the " Conference betwix the Clerk and the 
Courtieur," for the quhilk he was fummdhed befor the Juftice-ear at Hadinton 
this wintar, the laft of our courfe, and banifched the cowntrey. 

In the thrid and fourt yeirs of my courfe, at the direction of my father, I 
hard the Comiflar, Mr Wilyeam Skein, teatche Cicero de Legibus, and diuerfs 
partes of the Inftitutiones of Juflinian. I was burdet in the houfs of a man of 
law, a verie guid honeft man, Andro Greine be nam, wha louit me exceiding 
weill, whase wyff alfo was an of my mothers ; I am lure fche haid nocht fone 
nor bern fche loued better. This lawier tuk me to the Confiftorie with him, 
whar the Comiflar wald tak pleafour to fchaw ws the practife in judgment of 
that quhilk he teatched in the fcholles. He was a man of fkill and guid con- 
fcience in his calling, lernit and diligent in his profeffion, and tuk delyt in na 
thing mair nor to repeat ower and ower again to anie fchollar that wald a(k 
him the things he haid bein teatching. Lykwayes my oft Andro acquentit 
me with the formes of fiimmonds and lybelling of contracts, obligatiounes, 
actes, &c. ; but my hart was nocht fett that way. 

Mairower in thefe yeirs I lerned my mufic, wherin I tuk graitter delyt, of 
an Alexander Smithe, fervant to the Primarius of our collage, wha haid bein 
treaned vpe amangs the mounks in the Abbay. I lerned of him the Gam, 
Plean fong, and monie of the treables of the Pfalmes, wherof fum I could weill 
fing in the kirk ; bot my naturalitie and eafie lerning by the ear maid me the 
mair unfolide and vnreadie to vie the forme of the art. I louit tinging and play- 
ing on inftruments paffing weill, and wald gladlie fpend tyme whar the exer- 
ceife therof was within the collage, for twa or thrie of our condifciples played 
fellon weill on the Virginals, and another on the Lut and Githorn. Our Re- 
gent haid alfo the Pinalds in his chalmer, and lernit fome thing and I eftir 
him ; bot perceaving me ower mikle caried efter that, he difhairted and left 
of. It was the grait mercie of my God that keipit me from anie grait progrefs 
in finging and playing on inftruments, for giff I haid atteined to anie reafon- 
able miflure therin I haid never don guid vtherwayes, in refpect of my amorus 
diipofition, wherby Sathan fought even then to deboiche me, bot my God gaiff 
me a piece of his fear, and grait naturall fhamfaftnes, quhilk by his grace war 
. my preferuatiues. Als I haid my neceflars honeftlie aneuche of my father, 
bot nocht els ; for archerie and goff, I haid bow, arrofe, glub and bals, but 
nocht a purls for Catchpull and Tauern, fie was his fatherlie wefdom for my 
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weill. Yit now and then I lernit and vfit la mikle bathe of the hand and 
Racket catche as might ferue for moderat and halfome exerceifc of the body. 
• I wald haiff glaidlie bein at the Greik and Hebrew toungs, becaufe I red in 
our Byble that it was tranflated out 'of Hebrew and Greik ; bot tha langage* 
war nocht to be gottine in the land. Our Regent begoud and teatched ws the 
A,B,C, of the Greik and the Ample dedinationes, bot went no farder. Be that 
occafion he tauld me of my vhcle Mr Andro Mehiill, whom he knew in the tyme 
of his courfe in the New Collage to! vie the Greik logicks of Ariftotle, to the 
quhilk was a wounder to tham that he was ikfyjie afchollar, and of fie ftxpeo 
tation. This maid me inquyre for Mr Andro when I cam ham the fecond and 
thrid yeir of our courfe ; bot my father' and Mr James fchew me they fearit he 
was dead, becaufe of the grait ciuill warres in France, and that they hard he was 
in Poicteors befeiged ; that it was aught or nyne yeirs fen he pall to France, 
and four or fyve yeirs fen they gat anie letters or word from him. This 
twitched my hart wounder foar in refpect of the grait comendation I hard of 
him be my Regent and diuerfe vthers. Bot loan efter, about the middes of 
our thrid yeir, Alexander Young cam ham from Geneu, from his vnde and 
my neir kinfman Mr Hendrie Scrymgour of honourable memorie, with fum 
propynes to the King, and letters to Mr Georg Bowchanan and Mr Piter 
Young, that an the Kings m aider, that vther his paedagog, and amangs the 
reft brought letters from the laid Mr Andro to my father and his brother Mr 
James, and therwithall word of his weilfear and lingular eftimation in Geneu, 
whar he haid four yeirs profeffit. Of thefe newes my hart was exceiding glade, 
and the faid Alexander being with all diligence to return againe to Geneu, I 
haid a letter in readines penult at lainthe in Latin, the bell I could, quhilk I 
delyverit to my cowling Alexander, wha within a twa monethes put it in the 
hands of my faid vncle Mr Andro. And he tauld me at meitting, and oft 
fen fyne, it was a fpeciall motion of .his ham coming, then the quhilk I, nor 
Scotland nather, receavit never a graitter benefit of the hands of God, as will 
better appeir heirefter. 

Bot becaufe in all my courfe, the graitteft benefit was the light and heiring 
of that extraordinar man of God Mr Jhone Knox, fa far as I then knew and 
hard of him, I man heir record. In the tyme of his being in St Andros, ther 
was a Generall Aflemblie hauldin in the fcholles of St Leonards, our Collage. 
Thair, amangs vther things, was motioned the making of Bifchopes, to the 
quhilk Mr Knox opponit himfelff directlie and zeatullie. Yit a number of 
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commiffionars of the kirk meatt at Leithe* with the lords that haid the guid 
cans in hand, (wharof euerie ane was hounting for a fatt kirk leiving, quhilk 
gart tham feght the faftar,) and ther aggreit to mak Bifchopes ; the warft turn 
that euer was done for the kirk leiving, as experience atteanes declared* when 
they war named Tnlchains, that is, califs fkinnes Huffed with ftra, to caufe the 
cow giff milk ; for euerie lord gat a bifchoprie, and fought and prefented to 
the kirk fie a man as wald be content with leaft, and fett tham raaift of fewes, 
takes, and penfions. Amangs the reft the Erie of Mortoun gat the bifchoprik 
of St Andros, efter the hanging of Jhone Hamiltpne, and prefented thervnto 
that honorable father of the Vniuerfitie, as Rector therof for the prefent, Mr 
Jhone Dowglafs, a guid, vpright-harted man, bot ambitius and fimple, nocht 
knawing wha delt with him. I hard Mr Knox fpeak againft it, bot fparinglie, 
becaufe he louit the man, and with regrat, faying, " Alas ! for pitie, to lay 
vpone an auld weak man's bak, that quhilk twentie of the beft gifts could nocht 
bear. It will wrak him and difgrace him." And indeid it cam to pafs fa ; for 
within twa or thrie yeirs he died, during the quhilk he haid nather that ho- 
nour, welthe, nor helthe as he was wount to haiff, ever repenting that he tuk 
it on* That was the firft tyme I hard Mr Patrik Conftantine, wha, then new 
retourned out of France with young Mr James Macgill, the Clark Regifter 
eldeft fone, thought, be the laid Clarks court, wha was grait with the Erie of 
Mortoun, to haiff bein preferit to the bifchoprik, bot coming fchort, becam a 
zealus preatchour againft bifchopes. I hard a fermont of his the ouk efter the 
bifchope was maid, vpon ane extraordinar day that he might haiff the graitter 
^^ audience, wherin he maid thrie forts of bifchoppes : my Lord Bifchop, my Lord's 
Bifchope, and the Lord's Bifchope. " My Lord Bifchope," laid hie, " was in 
the papiftrie ; my Lord's Bifchope is now, when my Lord getts the benefice, 
and the Bifchope femes for na thing bot to mak his tytle fure ; and the Lord's 
Bifchope is the trew minifter of the gofpell." Mr Patrik was then weill lyked, 
and of guid expectation with fie as knew him nocht intus. The yeir efter was 
norid bifchope Geordie of Murro, whom I law a haill wintar mumling on his 
pretching af his peapers euerie day at our morning prayers, and haid it nocht 
weill par ceur when all was done'; and efter him Bifchope Patone of DunkelLf 
This greivit the hart of the men of God to the dead ; bot the warres war fa 
hatt, and the Lords cryed they behud to leaue tham giff they gatt nocht the kirk 

* The Conference at Leithe was in Jannar, and the General AfTemblie in Merche therefter, 1571. 
f I law tham bathe gett impofition of hands be B. Dowglas and Mr Jhon Wonndrom, fuperin- 
teadent, whom I few auo inaogarat (as they cald it) B. Dowglas. 

D 
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leiving, and monie knew nocht yit the corruption and vnlawfulnes of that in- 
vention of men, and fa the mater paft fordwart. 

At Mr Knox coming to St Andros, Robert Lekpriuik, printer, tranfported 
his lettres and prefs from Edinbruch to St Andros, whar firft I faw that ex* 
cellent art of printing, and haid then in hand Mr Patrik Conftant's Catechifme 
of Calvin, converted in Latin heroic vers, quhilk with the author was mikle 
eftimed of. 

About the fame tyme cam to St Andros to vifit Mr Knox, Johne Durie, fel- 
low minifter at Leith with Mr Dauid Lindfay, wha was then for ftoutnes and 
zeall in the guid caufe mikle renouned and talked of ; for the gown was na 
fooner af, and the Byble out of hand fra the kirk, when on ged the corflet, and 
fangit was the hagbot, and to the fields. Him I faw firft at St Andros with 
Mr Knox. 

The town of Edinbruche recouered againe, and the guid and honeft men 
therof retourned to thair houfles ; Mr Knox with his familie paft hame to 
Edinbruche, being in St Andros he was verie weak. I faw him euerie day 
of his doctrine go hulie and fqjar, with a furring of martriks about his neck, 
a ftaff in the an hand, and guid godlie Richart Ballanden his fervand, haldin 
vpe the vther oxtar, from the Abbay to the paroche kirk, and be the laid Ri- 
chart and another fervant, lifted vpe to the pulpit, whar he behouit to lean at 
his firft entrie, bot or he haid done with his fermont, he was fa active and vi- 
gorus, that he was lyk to ding that pulpit in blads and flie out of it. Sa foone 
efter his coming to Edinbruche, he becam vnable to preatche ; and Ik inftitu* 
ting in his roum, be the ordinar calling of the kirk and congregation, Mr 
James Lawsone,* he tuk him to his chamber, and moft happelie and comfort- 
ablie departed this lyff. Vide concerning his lyff and dathe, Mr Thomas 
Smeton's buik againft Hamiltone the Apoftat. 

Ther was twa in St Andros wha war his aydant heirars, and wrot his fer- 
monts, an my- condifciple Mr Andro Yowng, now minifter of Dumblean, wha 
tranfleated fum of tham in Latin, and read tham in the hall of the Collage ih- 
ftead of his orations : that vther was fervant to Mr Robert Hamilton, minifter 
of the town, whom Mr Robert caufit to wrait, for what end God knawes. The 
threatenings of his fermonts war verie foar, and fa particular, that fie as lyket 
nocht the caufe, tuk occafion to reprotche him as a rafhe raler without war- 



* A man of lingular lerning, zeal, and eloquence, whom I never bard preatche bot he meltit my 
hart with team. 
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rand* And Mr Robert Hamilton himfelff being offendit, conferrit with Mr 
Knox, aflring his warrand of that particular thretning againft the Caftell of 
Edinbruche, that it fould run lyk a land glafs ; it fould fpew out the Captain 
with fcham, he fould nocht com out at the yet, bot down ower the walles — and 
.fie lyk. Mr Knox anfwerit, " God is my warrant, and yie fall fie it" Whill 
as the vther was fkarflie fatiffeit, and tuk hardlie with it, the nixt fermont 
from pulpit, he repeates the thretnings, and addes therto, " Thow that will 
nocht beleiue my warrand fall fie it with thy eis that day, and fall fay, What 
half I to do heir ?" This fermont the faid Mr Robert's fervand wrot, and 
being with his maifter in Edinbruche a twa yeir therefter at the taking of 
the Caftell, they ged vpe to the Caftell hill, faw the forwark of the Caftell all 
demolished, and rinning lyk a fandie bray ; they law the men of wear all fett 
in ordour. The Captan, with a lytle cut of a flaff in his hand, takin down 
ower the wals vpon the leathers, and Mr Robert, troublet with the thrang of 
the peiple, fayes to his man, " Go, what half I ado heir !" and in going away, 
the fervant remembers his maifter of that fermont, and the words ; wha was 
compellit to glorifie God, and fay, he was a trew prophet. 

Ane vther ftrange particular was recompted to me be Mr Dauid Lindfay, 
minifter of Leithe : That efter Mr Knox haid taken bed, he cam in to vifit 
him, as he was accuftomed, and afked him whow he did. He anfwerit, 
" Weill, brother, I thank God ; I haiff defyrd all this day to haif yow, that I 
may fend yow yit to yon man in the Caftell, whom yie ken I haif loued la deir- 
lie : Go, I pray, and tell him that I haif fend yow to him yit annes to warn and 
bid him, in the nam of God, leaue that euill caufe, and gif ower that Caftle ; 
giff nocht, he falbe brought down ower the wals of it with ftiame, and hing 
againft the fune : Sa God has affurit me. 9 ' Mr Dauid, whowbeit he thought 
the meffage hard, and the thretning ower particular, yit obeyit, and paft to 
the Caftell ; and melting with Sir Robert Meluill walkin on the .wall, tauld 
him, wha was, as he thought, mikle movit with the mater. Therefter com- 
muned with the Captan, whom he thought alio fumwhat moved ; but he paft 
from him in to the Secretar Lithintone, with whom, when he haid conferrit a 
whyll, he cam out to Mr Dauid again, and faid to him, " Go, tell Mr Knox 
he is bot a drytting prophet." Mr Dauid returning, tauld Mr Knox he haid 
difchargit the commiflbin fathfiillie, but that it was nocht weill accepted of 
efter the Captan had conferrit with the Secretar. " Weill (fayes Mr Knox) I 
haif bein erneft with. my God anent tha twa men ; for the an I am forie that 
fa fould befall him, yit God affures me ther is mercie for his faul ; for that 
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vther I half na warrand that euer he falbe Weill." Mr Dauid fayes, he thought 
it hard, yit keipit it in mynd till Mr Knox was at reft with God. The Eng- 
lifs armie cam in with munition meit for the feage of the Caftell, and within 
few dayes the Captean is fean to rander, and com down the leathers ower the 
wals ; he is committed to a ludging in the town with a cuftodie of fouldarts. 
Mr Dauid, becaufe of grait acquentance, comes to vifit him, whom he em- 
ployes to go to the Erie of Morton and offer him his haill heritage, the band 
of manrent of all his Grinds, and to pafs af the countrie in exyll during hie 
will. Mr Dauid goes that night and fpeakes the Erie, then being Regent, 
proponing to him the offers. The Regent goes afyde and confultes with the 
Abbot of Dumfermling and Clark Regifter, therefter Mr Dauid comes craving 
his anfwer. It was giffen, It could nocht be ; the peiple could nocht be fatiffeit, 
nor ther caufe clerit and crowned, with [out] exemplar punifment of that man 
and his counfellour the Secretar. Mr Dauid the morn be nyne hours comes 
agean to the Captean, the Lard of Grange, and taking him to an fore flare of 
the ludgin apart, refolues him it behoued him to fuffer. " O then, Mr Dauid," 
fayes he, " for our auld frindfchipe and for Chryft's feak, leaue me nocht w So 
he remeanes with him, wha paeffing vp and down a whyll, cam to a fchot, and 
feeing the day fear, the fune cleir, and a fkaffald preparing at the Corfs in the 
Hiegeatt, he falles in a grait ftudie, and alters countenance and cullour; 
quhilk, when Mr Dauid perceaved, he cam to him and afkes him what he was 
doing. " Fathe, Mr Dauid," fayes [he], " I perceaue weill now that Mr Knox 
was the trew fervant of God, and his thretning is to be accomplifled ;" and 
defyred to heir the treuthe of that againe. The quhilk Mr Dauid reherfed, 
and addit thervnto, that the lam Mr Knox at his retourning had tauld him 
that he was erneft with God for him, was fbrie, for the lone he buir him, 
that that fould com on his bodie, bot was aflurit ther was mercie for his faulh 
The quhilk he wald haiff repeated ower againe to him, and thervpon was 
graitlie comforted, and becam to be of guid and cheirfull cowrage ; fa that he 
dyned moderatlie, and therefter tuk Mr Dauid aparte for his ftrenthning to fuf- 
fer that dethe, and in end befeikes him nocht to leaue him bot convoy him to 
the place of execution ; " And tak heid," fayes he, " I hope in God, efter I falbe 
thought paft, to giff yow a taken of the aflurance of that mercie to my faull 
according to the fpeakine of that man of God." Sa about thrie houres efter 
none, he was brought out and Mr Dauid with him, and about foure the fune 
being waft about af the northwert nuk of the fteiple, he was put af the leddar, 
and his face firft fell to the eft, bot within a bonie whyll turned about to the 
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weft, and ther remeaned againft the fune ; at quhilk tyme Mr Dauid, euer pre- 
fent, fayes, he marked him when all thought he was away, to lift vpe his hands 
that war bund befor him, and ley tham doun again faftlie, quhilk moued him 
with exclamation to glorifie God befor all the peiple. This laft part of his exe- 
cution I hard alfo of Jhone Durie, wha was prefent with him on the fkaffald. 
Sa in lyk raaner whateuer he fpak concerning the Hamil tones and the Quein, 
whowbeit in appeirance in the mean tyme bot contrar, and monie guid folks 
thought hard and ftrange, yit cam to pals, and was marked in particular to the 
grait glorie of God, terrour of the enemies, and ioy of the godlie. 

Thus ending my courfe of Philofophie in St Andros, whar vpon the part of 
God I haid offerit to me all guid occafion of godlines, lerning, and wefdome, 
fa mikle as was in the countrey for the tyme, and might fall in my age ; bot 
on my part, wha throw wantones and vanitie neglected and mifpent the oc- 
cafiones, haid gottin na thing bot a nam and opinion of lerning, a babling of 
words without wit, at leaft wefdome ; for my light young nature was giffen 
mair to be fiiperficiall nor folid, circumferentiall nor centrik, defyring to heir 
and haiff the names of manie things, bot never Weill degefting nor ryping out 
the Mature of anie, bot fleiting and flowing, foon lyking and foone lothing euerie 
thing. Onlie now and then I fand fum fweit and conftant motiones of the 
feir and loue of God within me. 

I cam to Dondie, whar my vncle Roger, a man godlie, kynd, and wyfe, en- 
terit with me to vnderftand to what calling my hart inclynd, and gaiff out 
that my father's intention was to haiff me a lawer. I laid nocht mikle againft 
it, bot wiffed at God I might haiff the gifts and grace to be a minifter. Co- 
ming ham my father tented me in the firm maner, bot nocht fa familiarlie ; na- 
ther durft I vtter anie thing againft his opinion and iudgment, bot laid I was 
readie to obey his will and direction in all things. He commandit me then 
to occupie my tyme Weill amangs his books till the vacans, at what tyme he 
wald haiff occafion to meit with fum guid man of law in Edinbruche, to whom 
he wald put me in feruice ; giff fa he meinde indeid, becaufe he law na proui- 
fion for the minifterie, or to eflay my refolution, I can nocht tell. Going a day 
to Bonitone, I pad by the kirk of Maritone and place wher I haid prayed, and 
wowed to God, the lam cam in my memorie with a grait motion of mynd 
and determination to pay my wow giff God wald giff the grace and moyen. 
Sa praying and worshiping befor God, it cam in my mynd to pen a fermont 
vpon a part of Scripture, and leaue it in a buik of my fathers, whar he might 
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find it, and fa I tuk the beginning of the nynt of Jhone's Euangell of the blind 
man, and ftudeing his comentares theron, Mufculus and Marlorot, wrot it and 
left it in Mufculus Comentars, quhilk when he fand it, lyked him weill ; yit 
fpak na thing, bot left me in fufpence till it pleafit God to giff me full refolu- 
tion. For a lytle befor Lambes word cam that Mr Andro was com to Edin- 
bruche, and within twentie dayes efter he cam to Baldowy, with whom when 
my father had conferit, and knawin what opinion he haid of me, he delyverit me 
ower vnto him, thinking he was difburdenit of me ; and fit indeid he was, as the 
continuation of this narratione will declar. This was in the yeir of God 1574. 

Becaufe I faid befor that Scotland receavit never a graitter benefit at the 
hands of God nor this man, I will fchortlie fett down, firft, a litle difcours of 
his lyff befor his coming ham, and fyne what he brought with him. He was 
born in Baldowy, a place pleafand, fertill, and weill aired, lyand within a myll 
to the town of Montrofe, vpon the fouthweft, hard be the JEftuarium fluminis 
MSkdd meridionalis, in the yeir of Ghryft's birthe 1545, the 1 day of the 
monethe Auguft, begottin of gentill and honeft parents, Richard Meluill of 
Baldowy, brother-german of Jhone Meluill of Dyfart, and Gills Abercrombie, 
douchter to Thomas Abercrombie, burgefs of Mbntrofe, of the houfs of Mur- 
thle. He was the youngeft of nyne breither, all left alyve when thair father 
was (lean with the graitteft part of the gentilmen of Angufi, in the vangard 
of the field of Pinkie. His mother leivit an honorable widow till he was 
twall yeir of age, traned vpe in letters in the fcoll of Montrofe, vnder Mr 
Thomas Anderfone, efteimed the beft maifter in his tyme, whowbeit nocht the 
maift lernit. Sche left fax of hir fonnes in honeft roumes, aU even then or 
fchortlie therefter, bearing office in kirk or comoun weill, and with the beft 
eftimed in thair rank and aboue ; they war Richart Meluill of Baldowy, and 
minifter of Ghryft's Euangell fone efter, the eldeft : Mr Thomas, a fyne fchol- 
lar, weill trauelit in France and Italie, Secretar-deput of Scotland : Walter, 
burgefs, and efter bailyie of Montrofe, a wyfe and ftout man : Roger, burgefs 
of Dondie, a man of lingular giftes of nature and God's grace, bot was nocht 
traned vpe in lettres. I hard that fathfull paftor of Dondie, Wilyeam Chryf- 
tifone, a lytle efter his deathe, with teares fay, " Alas ! when God tuk this 
Roger Meluill, he tuk from me my father, and {he carefuleft father that euer 
Dondie haid. His nam wilbe rememberit fa lang as Dondie is a town."* Mr. 

* I haiff hard Mr Robert Brace iky oft of Roger, that giff he haid haid Mr Andre's lerning, he 
wald be the oddeft man in Europe. 
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James, minifter of Chiyft's Euangell : Jhone, then guidman and rewlar of his 
mother's effeares, and efter a minifter in the kirk : the reft war Robert, Da- 
uid, and Andro, wharof the firft twa was keipt at the fcholl till they tyrde, 
and war put to Crafts ; the laft was a feiklie tender boy, and tuk pleafur in 
na thing fa mikle as his buik. Sa with the portion that was left him, he 
fpendit a yeir or twa in Montrofe, namlie, heiring a France man, called Petrus 
de Marfiliers, teache the Greik grammer, and fum thing of that langage, ho- 
neftlie conducit to the fam as a rare thing in the countrey, nocht hard of be- 
for, be that notable inftroment in the kirk, Jhone Ertkine of Done, of maift 
honorable and happie memorie ; wherin h? profited fa, that entering therefter 
in t£e courfe of Philofbphie within the Vniuerfitie of St Andros, all that wes 
teatched of Ariftotle he lerned and ftudeit it out of the Greik text, quhilk 
his maifters vnderftood nocht He pad his courfe in the New Collage, ten- 
derlie belouit of Mr Jhone Dowglafs, provoft of that Collage and rectour of the 
Vniuerfitie, wha wald tak him betuix his legges at the fyre in Wintar, and 
warm his hands and cheiks, and bleffing him, iky, " My fillie fatherles and 
motherles chyld, its ill to wit what God may mak of thie yit" Sa ending his 
courfe of Philofbphie, he left the Vniuerfitie of St Andros with the commen- 
dation of the beft philofopher, poet, and Grecian, of anie young maifter in the 
land ; and with all poffible diligence maid his preparation, and paft to France. 
Be the way he was extreamlie tormented with fie feiknes and ftorme of wa- 
ther, fa that oft tymes, whylls be danger of fchipwrak, whylls be infirmitie and 
feiknes, he luiked for deathe, he arryvit firft in England, and again imharking 
cam to Burdeaux, wher he taried nocht king, bot embarking from that cam to 
Deipe ; from that to Paris, whar he remeanit in the Vniuerfitie twa yeirs at his 
awin ftudies, heiring the Lightes* of the maift fcyning age in all guid lettres, 
the king publict profeflbrs, Andreas Tornebus in Greik and Latine Huma- 
nitie ; Petrus Ramus in Philofophie and Eloquence ; Jo: Mercerus in the He- 
brew langage, whervpon he was fpecialie fett. In the laft yeir of they twa, he 
grew fa expert in the Greik, that he declamit and teatchit leflbnes, vttering 
never a word bot Greik, with fie readines and plentie, as was mervolus to the 
heirars. From Paris he paft to Poicteors, whar he regented in the Collage 
of St Marceun thrie yeirs.f Ther he haid the beft lawers, and ftudeit fa mikle 



Salinacua, Pafcafiua, Forcatellua, Mathemttidena ; Balduinus the lawer ; Duretua, Medicine ; 
Quinquarborius, Hebrew, 
i graft emulation and contention in verfea, and haranga betuix the twa Collages, S. 
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therof as might ferae for his purpofe, quhilk was Theologie, wherto he was 
dedicat from his mother's wombe. And when the Collages war giffen vpe, 
becaufe of the feage leyed to the town, quhilk was lang and feirfull, he was 
employed be an honourable councellar to inftruct his onlie fone. The bern pro- 
fited exceiding weill, and was of a fweit inclination, takin away from him and 
his parents be a fchot out of the campe, quhilk parted the wall of his chalmer 
and woundit him deadlie in the thie. He called incontinent for his maifter, 
whom, whow foone he faw, he caucht him in his armes, and vttered the words 
of the Apoftle in Greik ; ftfocrxate, rh tyfm fjtoS rrrgxuw, — " Maifter, I haiff perfyt- 
ted my courfe ;" and fa with monie vther godlie and fweit words he died. 
That bern gaed never out his hart, bot in teatching of me, he often remem- 
berit him with tender compaffion of mynd. He taried in that houfs, quhilk was 
weill furnifit, during the tyme of the feadge. Ther was a corporall with a few 
fiiddarts put to keipe the houfe, who efpyed him in his prayers and fpeitches 
to be halie and deuot ; and on day (being a Papift and man of warr,) with a 
grait aithe he challengit Mr Andro that he was a Hugonot, and wald helpe to 
betray the town, therfor becaufe the alarme was ftrikken, he could nocht truft 
him in that houis. Mr Androw anfwers incontinent, " I am als honeft a man 
to my God and magiftrat and eftet of the town, and maifter of this familie, as 
thow art, and fa fall proue this day — do thy belt." And with that Harts to 
the nixt armour and on with it, and all in armes to the liable, and takes the 
beft horfi be the heid. This when the corporall faw, he comes with feUon 
fear termes and intreats him to leaue of and forgiff him. " O no, no !" fayes 
he, " I fall proue als honeft and ftout as thyfelff." " O Monfieur," fayes the 
vther, " my Captean and the maifter of this houis will rebuk me and put me 
from it, giff yie be thus troublet ; therfor I pray yow tak me obleffit to my 
vttermaift, and tarie and forgiff me." Sa he tuk eafe in guid part, and was 
never troublet therefter. Giff it haid com to the warft, he was refolued, being 
weill horft, to haiff gottin him to the campe of the Admirall, wha was in per- 
fone befeageand the town. 

The feage of the town being rafit, he left Poicteors, and accompanied with 
a Frenche man, he tuk iorney to Geneu, leaving buiks and all ther, and caried 
na thing with him bot a litle Hebrew Byble in his belt Sa he cam to Geneu 
all vpon his fut, as he haid done befor from Deipe to Paris, and from that to 
Poicteors ; for he was finall and light of body, but full of fprites, vigourus 

Marceun and Pirareau ; bot during his prefence ther, S. Marceun haid without queftion the vpper 
hand. 
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and cowragius. His companiones of the way, when they cam to the Ine wald 
ly down lyk tyred tyks, hot he wald out and fight the townes and vilages 
witherfoeuer they cam. The ports of Geneu wer tentelie keipit becaufe of 
the troubles of France, and multitud of ftrangers that cam. Being therfor 
inquyrit what they war, the Frenche man his companion anfwerit, " We ar 
pure fcollars." Bot Mr Andro perceaving that they haid na will of pure folks, 
being alreadie owerlaid therwith, faid, " No, no, we are nocht pure ; we haiff 
alfmikle als will pay for all we tak fa lang as we tarie. We haiff letters from 
his acquentance to Monfieur di Beza : Let ws delyver thefe — we craue na 
fordar ;" and la being convoyit to Beza, and then to thair ludging, Beza, per- 
ceaving him a fchollar, and they haiffing neid of a Profeflbur of Humanitie 
in the Collage, put him within a twa or thrie dayes to tryell in Virgill and 
Homer, quhilk he could acquait fo Weill, that but farder he is placed in that 
roum of profeffion, and at his firft entrie, a quarters fie peyit him in hand. Sa 
that whowbeit thair was but a crown to the fore betwix tham bathe, and the 
Frencheman weak fprited, and wift nocht what to do, yit he fund Gods pro- 
uidence to releiue bathe himfelff and helpe his marrow till he was prouydit 
In Oeneu he ahead fyve yeirs, during the quhilk tyme his cheiff ftudie was 
Diuinitie, wheranent he hard Beza his daylie leffons and preatchings ; — Corne- 
lius Bonauentura, Profeflbur of the Hebrew, Caldaik, and Syriac langages ;— 
Portus, a Greik born, Profeflbur of the Greik toung, with whom he wald rea- 
fone about the right pronuntiation therof ; for the Greik pronuncit it efter the 
comoun form, keiping the accents ; the quhilk Mr Andro controllit be precepts 
and reafbne, till the Greik wald grow angrie and cry out, " Vos Scoti, voe 
harbari, docebitis nos Graecos pronunciationem linguae noftrae, fcilicet !" He 
hard ther alfo Francis Ottoman, the renounedeft lawer in his tyme. Ther he 
was weill acquented with my Earn, Mr Hendrie Scrymgeour, wha, be his lern- 
ing in the lawes and polecie and fervice of manie noble princes, haid atteined 
to grait ritches, conquefit a prettie roum within a lig to Geneu, and biggit 
theron a trim houfi called the Vilet, and a fear ludging within the town, 
quhilks all with a douchtar, bis onlie bern, he left to the Syndiques of the 
town. About the end of fyve yeirs the Bifchope of Brechine and Mr Andro 
Fulwart with him cam ther, and tareing a whyll, purpofit hamwart, with 
whom Mr Andro Meluill, efter the receaving of letters from his brethering 
and me, with grait difficultie purchaffit leaue of the kirk and magiftrates of 
Geneu,* and takin iorney cam hamwart. From Lions they traverfit the 

m Wha wald on na wayea haiff contented to part with him, giff his confidence haid fnffered him 

F. 
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Franche Compt£ to the heid of the riuer of Loir, and cam down the Ism be 
water to Orleans, haiffing in companie, levin or aught dayes, a captean, a me* 
diciner, and a preift, fuperftitius papifts at thair meitting kythed in ther 
fpeitche and meattes, bot be mirrie and folid reafoning withall, becam flech- 
eatters on Fridday, and the captean nocht far from the kingdome of heavin or 
they parted. The portes of Orleans wer ftreat keipet, (being bot a yeir and 
halff efter the horrible mafiacres,) Brechine and Mr Andro Polwart was cm 
. fut, and Mr Andro Weill mounted on horls, becaufe he haid wraifted his leg, 
they paft the twa futmen, and deteining the horfinan, the fouldarts inquyres 
.what he was. He anfwerit a Schottes man. " O ! yie Scottes men are all Hu- 
gonotes," layes the gard. " Hugonotes !" lays he, " What's that ? we ken nocht 
fie." " O," layes the fouldart, " yie haiff nocht mels." " Forfuthe," feyes he 
mirrielie, " our berns in Scotland gaes daylie to mefs? " Guid companion," 
feyes the vther, lauching, " go thy way." Coming to thair ludging, he tells 
his nibours and garres them lauche : " Bot furlie," lay they, " we war verie 
fleyed our pafport fould haiff bein loked, and finding ws com from Geneu, 
fould haiff bein troublet." " Yea," layes thair hoft, " tak it for a fpeciall pro- 
uidence of God, for within this twall monethe monie thowfands for les hes 
loft thair ly ves." Going out of the town again at the turn of a rew, they meit 
the proceffion ; Brechine and his Paedagog was befor, Mr Andro a lytle efter. 
Brechine turnes bak and layes, " What fell I do !" " Fordwart," quod he ; 
and fo he does. Mr Andro haulds out his fyde clok with his armes als thought 
he haid bein bearing fum thing vnder his oxftars, and fo pafies by. But his 
hart bet him therefter oft and fear, that he fould haiff fa ftoutlie counfellit 
the vther, and vfit a piece of diffimulation himfelff. Coming to Paris, ther 
they remeaned dyvers dayes, where Mr Andro, meitting with the Lord Ogilbie 
his countreyman, is requeifted be him to go to the Jefuifts Collage, whar he 
reafonit with father Tyrie findrie dayes ; bot the tyme being la dangerus, and 
of fum minaffing fpeitches of the Bifchope of Gla%w, he was counfellit to haft 
af the town.* Sa they cam from Deipe ower to Ry in England, from thence 
to Londone, whar they remanit a fpace, and bying horfles, cam hame Loudon 
way be Berwik to Edinbruche. And this for a fchort recitall of his lyff till 
his coming ham. 

,to referw his gifts anie langor onoffered to his cowntrey, and imployed for the benefit of his 
frinds. Beza, in his letter to the generall kirk of Scotland, alleages, that as the graitteft taken of 
affection the kirk of Geneu could fchaw to Scotland, that they haid fuffered thamfelnea to be 
fpniled of Mr Andro Melnill, wherby the kirk of Scotland might be inritched. 

9 At Whitfonday he cam out of Paris, the qnhilk day King Charles, that maid that horrible maf- 
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As to that he brought ham with him.— It was that plentifull and inexhauft 
theaffour of all guid letters and lerning bathe of humen and devyne things ; and 
that quhilk fuperexcelles, ane profund knawlage, vpright finceritie, and fer- 
vent zeall in trew relligion, and to put the fain in vfe for the profit of his kirk 
and countrey ; ane vn wearied peanfulnes and infatiable pleafour to giff out 
and beftow the lam without anie recompence or gean. Yea, rather fa far as 
his finall moyen might reak, conducing and inviting all guid ingynes to receave 
and imbrace the faming. Wherby within thefe lax and twentie yeirs he hes 
inritched his nation with incorruptible fubftance, mor without all compear 
nor in anie age fen it was a kingdome, or manie nations in the warld this 
day, giff ther war honour and mentinance for lerning, quhilk the diduction of 
this Storie will verifie and cleir at large. The nixt fimmer cam ham his libra- 
rie, ritche and rare, of the beft authors, in all langages, artes and fciences, 
deirlie declaring be his inftrumente what a craftes man he was. 

fie was nocht weill come to Edinbruche, when word was of him at Court, 
and the Regent Erie of Morton called vnto him Mr George Buchanan, Mr 
James Halibourton, coronall, and Alexander Hay, foone efter Clark Regifter, 
and directes tham to dell with Mr Andro to content to be my Lord Regents 
grace domeftic initructour, and to giff a few notes vpon his chaptour read day- 
lie, and he fould be honorablie advanced at the firft occafion. The Regents 
mining was to haiff him and his giftes framed for his purpofe, to reftrean the 
friedome of application in preatching, and authoritie of the Generall Aflem- 
blies, and bring in a conformitie with Eingland in governing of the kirk be 
Bifchopes and iniunctiones, without the quhilk he thought nather the king- 
dome could be gydet to his fantafie, nor ftand in guid aggriement and lyking 
with the nibour land. For this form of polecie he vfit to mak fchofe of the men 
of beft giftes, and firft try tham at Court giff they would be conformable and 
ferue his purpofe, and fyne prefer thame to bifchopries and government of the 

fare, died of an hTew of blod burfting oat at all the conduits of his body ; wbaron in London he 
maid that Epigram : — 

Naribus, ore, oculis atque anxious vndiqne et ano, 
Et pene ernmpit qni tibi, Carle, craor. 
Non tuns ifte craor : Sanctorum at cede cruorem, 
Quern feros haufifti, concoqnere hand poteras. 

At neafe, at moathe, at ein, at ears, at wand, 
That blud that burfts from all thy conduits weaft 
Is nocht thyne, Charts, bot of that holie band, 
. . Quhilk thow did drinks, bot could nocht weill 
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kirk, as he did with twa therefter, and haid proceidit ferdar giff God had 
nocht difapointed him. Mr Andro, whowbeit nocht weill acquented with thir 
purpofes then, yit lyked nocht to be in Court, bot rather to be in fum Vniuer- 
fitie, and profefs th&ir as the Kings Lectors in Parife, and la as God directed 
him, refufit, and cravit his graces fawour to repofe a whyll with his firinds 
till God callit him to lie a roum quhilk he thought meitteft. 

Sa he cam to Baldowy to his brother, my father, whar he remeaned that 
herveft quarter, and whar, within a few dayes efter his coming, I was refigned 
ower be my father haillelie vnto him to weak vpon him as his fone and ftr- 
vant ; and, as my father faid to him, to be a pladge of his loue. Aid furlie 
his fervice was eafie, nocht to me onlie, bot euen to the fremdeft man that 
ever ferued him, for he fchofed for his fervantes onlie fchollars ; and giff they 
haid done anie guid at thair book, he cared nocht what they did to him. 
That quarter of yeir I thought I gat graitter light in letters nor all my tyme 
befor ; whowbeit, at our meitting, in my conceat, I thought I could haiff taked 
to him in things I haid hard, as he did to me as a maifter of Arts, bot I per- 
ceavit at amies that I was bot an ignorant bable, and wift nocht what I laid, 
nather could fchaw anie vie therof, bot in clattering and crying. He fand me 
bauche in the Latin toung, a pratler vpon precepts in Logik, without anie # 
profit for the right vie, and haiffing fum termes of Art in Fhilofophie with- 
out light of folid knawlage ; yit of ingyne and capacitie guid aneuche, whecby 
I haid cunned my dictata and haid them readie aneuche. He enterit therfor 
and conferrit with me fum of Bowchanans Ffalmes, of Virgill and Horace, 
quhilk twa, namlie Virgill, was his cheiff refrefchment efter his graue ftu- 
dies ; wherin he lat me fie, nocht onlie the proper Latin langage and orna- 
ments of poefie, bot alfo mair guid Logik and Philofophie then euer I haid 
hard befor. I had tean delyt at the Grammer Schole to heir reid and lung 
the verfes of Virgill, taken with the numbers therof (whowbeit I knew nocht 
what numbers was till he tauld me) and haid mikle of him par ceur ; bot I 
vnderftud nevfer a lyne of him till then. He read a Comedie of Tyrence 
with me, fchawing me that ther was bathe fyne Latin langage and wit to be 
lernit : That of langage I thought weill, bot for wit I merveled, and haid 
nocht knawin befor. He put in my hand the Comentares of Caefar, contend- 
ing him for the fimple puritie of the Latin tounge ; alfo Saluft, and read with 
me the Coniuration of Catelin. He haid gottin in Paris, at his by coming, 
Bodin his Method of Hiftori, quhilk he read ower himfelff thryfe or four 
tymes that quarter, annes with me, and the reft whill I was occupied in the 



1574. MR JAMES MELVILL'S DIARY. 37 

Greik grammer, quhilk he put in hand of Clendrd, caufing me vnderftand the 
precepts onlie, and lear the map&irnuzTa exactlie ; the practife wharof he fchew 
me in my buik, going throw with me that Epiftle of Bafilius, and cawfing me 
lern it be hart, bathe for the langage and the mater ; therefter to the New 
Teftament, and ged throw fum chapters of Mathew and certean comfortable 
places of the Epiftles, namlie, the Romans. And laft, entering to 'the He- 
brew, I gat the reiding declynations and pronons, and fum alio of the conju- 
gations out of Martinius grammer, quhilk he haid with him, and fchew me 
the vfe of the Dictionair alfo, quhilk he haid of Reuclins with him. And all 
this as it war bot pleying and craking, la that I lernit mikle mair by heiring 
of him in daylie conversation, bathe that quarter and therefter, nor euer I 
lernit of anie buik, whowbeit he fet me euer to the beft authors. 

The Generall Aflemblie was haldin in the monethe of Auguft, foone efter 
his ham coming, whar ther was grait word of him, aiyfing be the com- 
mendation of the Bifchope of Brechine, and Mr Andro Pulwart. Sa com- 
miffionars from dyverfe partes of the cowntrey maid futt to the Aflemblie for 
him ; namlie, they of Fyff wald haiff haid him to St Andros in the roum of 
Mr Jhone Dowglafs, newlie departed this lyff, and ther indeid was he marked 
be the Regent to haiff bein maid Bifchope of St Andros, giff he haid bein ca- 
pable of Court Bifchopriks ; bot the maift erneft inftance of Mr James Boid 
Leflie, maid Bifchope of Glafgw, and Mr Andro Hay, fuperintendent of thaife 
partes, obteined of the Aflemblie and fum of his frinds ther prefent, that he 
fould come and vifit Glafgw, and fie the beginning of a Collage ther, and heir 
what conditiones fould be offered to him, that giff he lyked he fould condi- 
fend till abyde with tham. This Mr James Boid was a gentle man of the 
Lord Boids kin, a guid man and lower of lerning and lernd men, inducit be 
his cheiff to tak the Bifchoprie, the gift wharof the faid Lord Boid, being a 
grait counfallour to the Regent, haid purchaffit for his commoditie ; bot within 
a yeir or twa, when he fand nocht his bifchope plyable to "his purpofe, he 
caufit his fone, the Maifter of Boid, tak the Caftell, and intromeat with all 
therin, keipe it and gather vpe the rents of the Bifchoprik to intertein the 
laming, and this was done impune, nochtwithftanding the Regents (treat jullice, 
becaufe the Tulchain caufit nocht the kow giff milk aneuche to my Lord. Sa 
that I haiff hard the honed gentle man rew whill fear that ever he tuk on that 
Bifchoprie efter he haid vnderftud be Mr Andro of the vnlawfulnes therof, 
and fand fie a curls vpon it. The vther, Mr Andro Hay, was an honeft, zealus, 
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frank harted gentleman, perfone of Renthrow, and Rector of the Vniuerfitie 
of Glalgw, wha lyked never thofe Bifchopries, and wha fpecialie was the erneft 
futtur for Mr Andro Meluill. Sa vpon ther lettres he tuk iorney, accompa- 
nied with twa of his breither, Mr James and Roger, and Mr James Balfour, 
then minifter at Edinbruche, his cowling german, and cam vnto Glalgw, 
whar he contented, at the end of vacance, to enter and teatche in the Collage 
as principall maifter, and thus aggrieng he returned ham again to Baldowy. 
At the tyme apointed, about the end of October, we tuk iorney, accompanied 
with his brother Jhone, and cam to Dondie, from that to St Johns Town, the 
firft tyme I faw it ; from that to Stirling, whar we remaned twa dayes, and 
faw the King, the fweiteft fight in Europe that day, for ftrange and extraor- 
dinar gifts of ingyne, iudgment, memorie and langage. I hard him difcours, 
walking vpe and down in the auld Lady Marrs hand, of knawlage and igno- 
rance, to my grait mervell and eftonifhment. Their Mr Andro conferrit at 
lynthe with Mr George Bowchanan, then entering to wrait the Storie of his 
Countrey ; alfo with Mr Piter Young, and Sanders his brother ; Mr Gilbert 
Moncreif the Kings Medicinar, whome with he haid bein Weill acquented in 
Geneu. Alfo with Mr Thomas Bowchanan, then fcholmaifter, the wha ac- 
companied ws of his kyndnes to Glalgw. 

We cam to Glalgw about the firft of November 1574, whare we fand Mr 
Piter Blakburn, a guid man, new com from St Andros, enterit in the Collage, 
and begoun to teatche conform to the ordour of the courfe of St Andros. But 
Mr Andro entering principall maifter, all was committed and fubmitted to 
him, wha permitted willinglie to the faid Mr Piter, the cair of the Collage 
Leiving, quhilk was but verie fmall, conlifting in litle Annualles then, and fett 
him haillelie to teatche things nocht hard in this Countrey. of befor, wherin 
he trauelit exceiding diligentlie, as his delyt was therin alleanerlie. Sa fall- 
ing to wark with a few number of capable heirars, fie as might be inftructars 
of vthers therefter, he teatched tham the Greik grammer, the Dialectic of Ra- 
mus, the Rhetoric of Taleus, with the practife therof in Greik and Latin au- 
thors, namlie, Homer, Hefiod, Phocilides, Theognides, Pythagoras, liberates, 
Pindarus, Virgill, Horace, Theocritus, &c. From that he enterit to the Ma- 
thematiks, and teatched the Elements of Euclid, the Arithmetic and Geome- 
trie of Ramus, the Geographie of Dyonifius, the Tables of Hunter, the Aftro- 
logie of Aratus ; from that to the Morall Philofophie, he teatched the Ethiks 
of Ariftotle, the Offices of Cicero, Ariftotle de Virtutibus, Cicero's Paradoxes* . 
and Tufculanes, Arift. Polyt, and certean of Platoes Dialoges ; from that to 
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the Naturall Ffailofophie he teatched the buiks of the Phyfics, De Ortu, De 
Coelo, &c. alfo of Plato and Fernelius. With this he ioyned the Hiftorie, with 
the twa lights thereof, Chronologie and Chirographic, out of Sleidan, Menar- 
thes and Melancthon. And all this, by and attoure his awin ordinal* profef- 
fion, the holie tonges and Theologie, he teachit the Hebrew grammar, firit 
fchortlie, and fyne mor accuratlie ; therefter the Caldaic and Syriac dialects 
with the practife therof in the Pfalmes and Warks of Solomon, Dauid, Ezra, 
and Epiftle to the Galates. He paft throw the haill comoun places of theo- 
logie verie exactlie and accuratlie ; alfo throw all the Auld and New Tefta- 
ment, and all this in the fpace of lax yeirs, during the quhiik he teatchit euerie 
day cuftomablie twyfe, Sabothe and vther day, with an ordinar conference 
with fie as war prefent efter denner and fupper. His lerning and peanfulnes 
was mikle admired, fa that the nam of that Collage within twa yeirs was no- 
ble throwout all the land, and in vther countreys alfo. Sic as haid paffed ther 
courfe in St Androus cam in nomber ther, and entered fchollars again vnder 
ardour and difdpline, fa that the Collage was fa frequent as the roumes war 
nocht able to receaue tham. The fcolmaifter of the town, Mr Patrik Scharpe, 
was his ordinar heirar and contubernall, whome he inftructed, and directed in 
*the maift commodius bringing vpe of the youthe in grammer and guid au- 
thors ; whom I hard oftentymes profes that he lerned mair of Mr Andro Mel- 
uill craking and pleying, for vnderftanding of the authors quhiik he teatched 
in the fcholl, nor be all his comentares. Sic lyk Mr Piter Blakbum, wha tuk 
vpe the firft clas. Finalie, I dar fay ther was na place in Europe comparable 
to Glafgw for guid letters during thefe yeirs for a plentifull and guid chepe 
raercat of all kynd of langages, artes and fciences. 

In the Simmer of the firft of thefe fax yeirs, about the 18 yeir of my age 
compleit, God opened my mouthe firft in publict vpon the exerceis, with lie 
comendation out of the mouthe of Mr Andro Hay, rector and fuperintendeht, 
namlie even ther in publict in lite addition, as I was wounderfullie incouragit 
to go ford wart. In the middes of that ouk, I dreamed that I haid maid the 
exerceis in Montros, and being demifled from the breithring with confortable 
commendation, I cam ower to Baldowy to my father, and entering in the place 
ther was nan that knew me : I paft vpe to the hall, and enterit in the chalmer 
at the end therof, whar I met with ipy father, and tauld him whow I haid 
bein occupied, wha tuk me in his armes and ki fling me, laid in my ear, " Ja- 
mie, feme God, for thow art behauldin to him ;" and with that he goes and 
fitting down on a bedfyde, he keaues bak ower, fa that his feit ftak put 
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and dead. With that I walkned with grait feir and commotion, quhilk abaid 

with me the fpace of an houre. Bot the burding of the exerceife lyand vpoii 

me, maid me to forget it, till going to the rector, Mr Andro Hay, his ludging 

to dely ver certean bulks I haid borrowit, and at the firft fight he takes me in 

his armes, and thrufting and kifling me, he fayes, " My hart, feme God, for 

thow art behaldin to him." This is my dream, thought I, and tauld it to my 

companion going to the Collage againe. Bot within twa days, my vncle, Mr 

Andro, returning from Edinbruche, whar he haid bein taking ordour with his 

buiks new com hame, by his countenance firft, and efter a fweit and confort- 

able delling with me, therefter tauld me that his brother, my father, was de- 

perted this lyff, and efter inquifition, fund it was the lam verie night I haid 

dreamed. Sa it pleafed God to mak me warning, and furneife me confort 

againft the heavieft newes that euer I haid hard befor in all my lyff ; for as I 

haiff fchawen befor, he was a rare man, and a maift lowing father to me, at 

the clofing of whale mouthe God thus opened myne. 

Be occafion of the recounting of this dream to my vncle Mr Andro, he re- 
memberit me of an vther I haid dreamed, and tauld him the ouk befor his go- 
ing to Edinbruche, that my brother Dauid was hangit, with certean circum- 
ftances, quhilk troublit me. The quhilk at the verie inftant I tauld him, he 
interpreted of my brothers mariage, whilk wald nocht be to his weill and con- 
fort, knawing na thing of that mater, till with the newes of my fathers dethe 
he was informit that he haid maried his fone Dauid in a fummar and haftie 
maner a few dayes befor his departour, quhilk was almaift a wrak to him and 
his hous, as heirefter we fall declare. 

Nocht lang efter Mr Andro receavit letters from Monfieur du Bez, and 
therin amangs the reft, " Colaceus vefler % exemplar omnium virtu turn, nuper 
ctpud no* vita functus ejl" This was my guid Regent, wha, efter the ending 
of our courfe, had gean to France, and coming to Geneu, ther died ; a grait los 
to the Kirk of God in his countrey, for he was folidlie lernit, hailelie addicted 
to diuinitie, with a fincear and zealus hart. Ther was never twa thinges befor 
that, quhilk ofter and mair heavilie I regreated in my mynd, nor the dtiog of 
thefe my fathers, befor I haid teftified my thankfull hart to tham, efter the 
atteining to fum light of letters and knaWlage of God ; quhilk when I was 
even then about to do be fum litle eflay in the thrie langages, I was be the 
newes of thair deathe cutt aff. 

* That yeir alfo, in the monethe of Merche, I haid the benefit to be prefent 
with my vncle, Mr Andro, at the General Affemblie haldin in Edinbruche. At 
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the quhilk the queftion being movit about the Jurifdiction and polecie of the 
Kirk, Mr Andro Meluill, -withe certean vther breithring, war ordeanit to tak 
peanes theranent, and giff in ther iudgment to the nixt Aflemblie. And irk. 
deid that mater coft him exceiding grait peans bathe in mynd, body, and gear,* 
during the fpace of fyye or fax yeir, with the gean of the Regent, Erl of Mor- 
ton, and his bifchopes ytter indignation. Yit, with the wounderfull affiftance 
of God, he bure it out till the abolifhing of bifchopes, and eftablifling of the 
prefbyteries according to the word of God. Wharby he gatt the nam of mmo- 
*Qttaffr£ 9 —epi/coporum exactor, — the flinger out of bifchopes. Ther I hard firft 
in Edinbruche Mr James Lawibn, a godlie lernit man, of a wounderfull mo- 
ving vtterance in doctrine, whom I delyted mikle to heir, and whom I never 
hard bot withe teares bathe of remors and ioy. As alfo Jhone Durie, newlie 
tranfported from Leith to Edinbruche, a man zealus and mightie in fpreit, 
with Mr Walter Bakanquall, ane honeft, vpright harted young man, latlie 
enterit to that minifterie of Edinbruche. Thir r informed mair throwlie be 
Mr Andro of the vnlawfulnes of bifchopes, and the right maner of governing 
of the Kirk be prelbyteries, dealt diligentlie and forciblie in ther doctrine 
againft that ane, and for that vther wakned vpe the fpreits of all guid breth- 
ring, and crabet the court ftranglie, Bot furlie ther minifterie and exemple of 
lyff movit me, and tuk fie hauld vpon my hart, that I went never to na place 
with better will nor to Edinbruche, and tyred never les in anie place nor in 
thair companies 

1575. — Being at the Aflemblie therefter in Auguft at Edinbruche, 1575, 
the queftion was proponed, " Giff Bifchopes, as they war at that tyme in the 
Kirk of Scotland, haid a lawfull calling or office by the word of God ?" Efter 
advyfe of certean breithring thervpon, and reafoning in publict, it was refoluit 
negatiud ; and that the nam bifchope was comoun to euerie paftor, And or- 
deinit that breither fould inquyre ferdar bathe in that and vther poinctes of 
the difcipline and polecie of the Kirk. 

Efter the Aftemblie we paft to Angufe in companie with Mr Alexander Ar- 
buthnot, a man of lingular gifts of lerning, wefdome, godlines, and fweitnes of 
nature, then Principal! of the Collage of Aberdein ; v whom withe Mr Andro 

* Keiping Aflemblies and dyettes of conference, reafoning and advyfing with brethring arient 
that wark. 

•. -f The tym was Terie faaorabje, for God haid glorefied hia nam wonnderfcdlie of leat, in per- 
forming firange things forfpoken be Mr Knox againft the Caftell of Edinbruche. 
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communicat anent the haill ordour of his Collage in doctrine and difcipline, 
and aggreit as therefter was iett down in the new reformation of the faid Col- 
lages of Glafgw and Aberdein. In Angus we maried my youngeft fiftar Bar- 
bara vpon Mr James Balfour, then minifter at Guthrie ; and buried guid auld 
Thomas Meluill of Dyfart, the mime man ; and fa, efter vacans, returned to 
Glafgw. 

About Michaelmas, in the yeir 1575, in the 19 yeir of my age, I enterit 
Regent, and tuk vpe the clafs, and teatched the Greik grammer, Isocrates Pa* 
ranefis ad Demonicnm, the firft buk of Homers Iliads, Phocylides, Hefiods 
$fya xcu npu?ai, the Dialectic of Ramus, the Rhetorik of Taleus, with the prac- 
tife in Ciceros Catilinars and Paradoxes, &c. 

Ther was then refident in Glalgw Mr Patrik Adamfbne, alias Conftant, mi- 
nifter of Pafley, a man of notable ingyne, letters, and eloquence, wha was Mr 
Androes grait frind and companion ; and, efter he haid eraftelie infinuat him- 
felff in Mr Androes fawour, and the miniftrie of Edinbruche, he began to ftep 
on fbrdwart to the firft degrie of a bifchope, and leaving Pafley paft to Court, 
and becam minifter to the Regent, Erie of Mortoun. About the quhilk tyme 
the perfonage of Giffen vaked, a guid benefice, lyand hard befyde the town of 
Glalgw, peying four and twentie chalder of victuall. This benefice is offered 
to Mr Andro, provyding he wald be the Regents man, and leaue aff the per- 
fut of the bifchopes ; quhilk he refufit, bot delt erneftlie with the Regent him- 
felff, and be all moyen, namlie, of the laid Mr Patrik, to haiff it annexit to the 
Collage, the rent wharof was verie fmall, nocht able to fuftein twa maifters, 
without anie burfares. The Regent keipit the benefice in his hand vndifponit 
mikle of twa yeir, alleaging, that Mr Andro haid the wait, wha wald defraud 
that Collage, and himfelff bathe, of fie a benefit, becaufe of his new opiniones, 
and owerfie dreames, anent the Kirk difcipline and polecie. Yit, at laft, the 
Regent, feing he could nocht be broken be boft, be advyfe of the laid Mr Pa- 
trik, he efiayes to moue him be benefit, and makes a new erection and reform- 
ation of the Collage of Glalgw, annexing and mortefeing thairvnto the laid be- 
nefice of Giffen ; quhilk was the beft turn that ever I knew ather the Regent 
or Mr Patrik to do. Bot the fpeciall drift was to demearit Mr Andro, and 
caufe him relent from dealling againft bifchopes ; bot God keipit his awin 
fervant in vprightnes and treuthe, in the middes of manie heavie tentationes, 
(whilas his coleg, Mr Piter, and vthers, nocht onlie furmeifit, bot fpak out, 
that he was a grait hinder of a guid wark,) and by his bleffing effectuat the 
turn be crowked inftruments. 
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1576. — The fecond yeir of my regenting, I teatchit the elements of Arithme- 
tic and Geometric out [of] Pfellus for fchortnes ; the Offices of Cicero ; Arif- 
totles Logic, in Greik, and Ethic, (and was the firft regent that ever did that 
in Scotland ;) alfb Platoes Phaedon and Axiochus ; and that profeffion of the 
Mathematiks, Logic, and Morall Philofophie, I keipit (as everie ane of the re- 
gents keipit thair awin, the fchollars ay afcending and paffing throw) la lang 
as I regented ther, even till I was, with Mr Andro, tranfported to St Andros. 

That yeir, in Apryll, the Generall Aflemblie, convenit in Edinbruche, re- 
folued, concerning bifchopes, the nam and office to be comoun to all the paf- 
tors of the Kirk, out of the quhilk might be fchofin commiffionars for vifita- 
tion, planting, &e. Item, All bifchopes war ordeanit to tak thamfelues to a 
particular flok. Item, Contribution ordeanit to be maid for releiff of the exylit 
Frenche kirks. Item, Nominat for making overture of the polecie and iurif- 
diction of the Kirk : for the Weft countrey, James, bifchope of Glaigw, Mr 
Andro Melvin, Mr Andro Hay, Mr James Grig, Mr Dauid Cuningham ; for 
Lawdien, Mr Robert Pont, Mr James Lawfone, Mr Dauid Lindlay, and, ad- 
ioynit to tham, Mr Clement Lytle, and Mr Alexander Sim, lawers ; for Fyff, 
Mr Jhone Windrame, fuperintendent, with the principall maifters of the Vni- 
uerfitie ; for Merns and Angids, the Laird of Din, Wily earn Chryftifone, Mr 
Jhone Row, Mr Wilyeam Rind, Jhone. Duncanfone ; for Aberdein, Mr Jhone 
Crag, and Mr Alexander Arbuthnot ; the places ordeanit whar they fould meit, 
and thair diligence to be giffen in to the nixt Aflemblie, to be haldin at Edin- 
bruche in October. 

In this mean tyme the Ghancellar, Lord Glamms, being a guid, lerned noble 
man, wryttes to Geneua to Theodor Bez, craving his iudgment in the quef- 
tiones moued at our Generall Aflemblies ; and, be that occaiion, we gott ham 
fiezaes Treatift De triplici Epifcopatum, quhilk did mikle guid. 

All the tyme I could get, by my ordinar calling, I employed to the ftudie 
of the Hebrew toung and theologie. I read Bezaes Confeffion, giffen me be 
my vnele, diligentlie, and hard his Leflbns according to Caluins Inftitutiones ; 
and, being myndfull of my wow, and finding God to haiff blefled the firft and 
fecond opening of my mouthe in publict on the exerceife, I thought guid to con- 
tinow.. The ordour of the Collage was, that euerie regent, his ouk about, con- 
voyit the fchollars to a kirk hard adiacent whar the peiple convenit, and that 
regent red the comoun prayers, with a chaptour or twa. I, for my part, content- 
ed nocht fimplie to reid ; bot taking fum pean, when I might haiff fliped, the 
befor, indeuorit to tak vpe the foum of the chaptour, and giff fum notes 
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of doctrine, with exhortation. This pleafit and comfortit guid peiple verie 
mikle, fa that they reforted verie frequentlie my ouk, quhilk alfo movit the 
reft of the regents to eflay and follow the fain form ; and fa bathe profited 
thamfelues and vthers. All the quhilk I record to the praife of the grace of 
my guid God alleanerlie ; for vtherwayes, a veaner, fulifhar, corrupter youthe 
was ther nocht in that Collage ; fa that giff my God haid nocht put in me 
fura bit of confidence, and fear of his nam, in dilcharging my office, and 
a peice of honeftie and fcham befor the warld, I fould never haiff done 
guid, bot, by fluggiihnes and wandering fantafies, eafelie caried away to all 
deboicherie. 

The breithring apointed be the Aflemblie convenit at Glafgw, in Mr Da- 
uid Cuninghames houfs, then Subdean of Glalgw, and dean of our facultie of 
artes ; a man lernit and of verie guid accompt at that tyme, haid fear houfs 
and yeards wherin an erle micht haiff dwelt, and a thowfand mark of rent 
with the better. Nan was fa frak in the caufe as he. He moderat the rea- 
foning, gatherit vpe the conclufiones, and put all in wrait and ordour to be re- 
ported to the Aflemblie. Bot, to mark the ftrange fagacitie of my vncle Mr 
Andro, he ever fufpected bathe Mr Patrik Adamfone and this Mr Dauid, and 
faid, he fearit they fould nocht prove frinds in the caufe, they war fa courtlie. 
And fa fell out, indeid, as we fall heir. 

The GeneraU Aflemblie, convened at Edinbruche in October, ordeanit the 
travelles of the breithring to be lighted and advyfit vpon, that, being brought 
in open Aflemblie, they might procede to determine. In the mean tyme, 
compeires Alexander Hay, Clark of Regiftar, and giffes in, from my Lord 
Regents grace, a number of queftiones to be refoluit be the Aflemblie, anent 
the polecie and iurifdiction of the Kirk, quhilk fett tham to farder confhlta- 
tion. Ther was Mr Patrik Adamfone, prefented to the bifchoprik of 8t An- 
dros ; and being inquyrit, in the publict Aflemblie, giff he wald receaue that 
bifchoprik, he anfwerit he wald receaue na office iudgit vnlawfull be the Kirk ; 
and as to that bifchoprik, he wald na wayes accept of it without the advyfs of 
the GeneraU Aflemblie. And, neuertheles, or the nixt Aflemblie, he was feafit 
hard and fall on the bifchoprik, wherby all goflbprie ged vpe betwin him and 
my vncle Mr Andro. Ther was at Court then, Captin Mongumerie, a guid 
honeft man, the Regents domeftic, wha market an £Ccuftomed phrafe of Mr 
Patriks in his doctrine ; " The prophet wald mein this." And whow foone 
he law Mr Patrik gripe to the bifchoprie, he cryes out amang his companions : 
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" For als oft as it was repeated be Mr Patrik, ' The prophet wald mein this/ 
t vnderftud never what the profit meins whill now," quod he. 

To mak the Aflemblie lyk the better bathe of the prefenter and prefented, 
the Regent directs his minifter to the Aflemblie, fchawin he had receavit a let- 
ter from the Quein of Eingland, informing his grace that the Princes of Ger- 
manie war to keipe a Generall Convention at Magdeburg, for ratefieng of the 
AuguftanConfeffion, whar wald be prefent lernit Commffionars from all Proteft- 
ant princes ; and that hir Ma"* was to fend, requyring him to do the fam. 
The Regents grace, therfor, defyrit the Aflemblie to nominat the perfones, 
and he fould mak prouifion. The Aflemblie nominat Mr Andro Meluill , Mr 
Alexander Arbuthnot, and Mr George Hay ; bot when ther was an appeir- 
ance of the bifchoprie, the ambafladrie fealit 

Mr Patrik taking him to the bifchoprie, the fiiffragantes roum is filled at- 
teanes be Mr Dauid Cuninghame, wha leived Glaigw and the guid caufe, and 
becomes the Regents minifter, bot with a curs accompaning him ; for he haid 
never that wealthe nor eftimation efter quhilk he haid befor, whowbeit within 
a yeir advancit to the bifchoprik of Aberdein ; and nocht onlie fa, bot be- 
came, foone efter the Erie of Mortons execution, an of the [maift] miferable 
wretches in all the weft country, lyand debochit and out of credit, in a cot 
hous, himfelff at the an fyde of the fyre, and his cow at the vther. Thus 
God curfed that bifchoprie of his ; but as for Mr Patriks, we will haiff mair 
ado with it heirefter. 

This yeir, in the wintar, appeired a terrible Comet, the ftern wharof was 

verie grait, and proceiding from it toward the eft a lang teall, in appeirance, 

of an eall and a halff, lyk vnto a biflbm or fcurge maid of wands all fyrie. 

It reafe nightlie in the fouth weaft, nocht aboue a degrie and an halff afcend- 

ing aboue the horizon, and continowed about a fax oukes, or twa monethe, and 

piece and piece weir away. The graitteft effects wharof that out of our coun- 

trey we hard was a grait and mightie battell in Barbaria in Afric, wharin thrie 

longs war flean, with a hudge multitud of peiple. And within the countrey, 

the chafing away of the Hamiltones : For whowbeit the Regent, foone efter 

the taking of the government vpon him, maid a law of obliuion ; yit the Hous 

of Mar confentit nocht therto, thinking the young king, whom they haid in 

keiping, could neuer be fure fa lang as the Hamiltones keipit thair roumes, 

and therfor maid a Read againft them the fam funnier, wherby the Lords of 

Arbrothe and Pafley, with the fpecialles of thair frinds, namlie, fie as war 

giltie of the guid Regents murthour, fled away in Eingland, The Caitell of 
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Hamilton, keipit a whyll be Arthour of Mirritoun, was takin and demolifled 
to the ground, and the faid Arthour execut at Stirling in my fight, wha died 
verie penitentlie and weill, to my grait edification ; being the firft execution 
that euer I faw, except of a witche in St Andros, againft the quhilk Mr Knox 
delt from pulpit, fche being fet vpe at a pillar befor him : Lyk as I haiff hard 
the lam maift notable fervant of God almoft ordinarlie threttin thefe Hamil* 
tones maift ferfullie for the murder of the gud Erie of Murray, Regent 
The Lord Arbrothe maried the Countes of Caflels, fiftar to the Lord Glamme* 
then chancellar, wharby he gat tolerance for a fchort tyme. But the wintar 
befor the laid chancellar being cut of at Stirling, in the fimmer following he 
was fean to flie away. The nrinifter of Hamilton, Mr Jhone Dauidfone, a 
guid man, haid admonifled and thretned that Caftell for ryot, hurdome, &c. 
and law in a vifion, as I hard him record, a grait arm, with a fword in the 
neff, Handing aboue the Caftell, quhilk, with fwift force ftricking down vpon 
it, did overthrow the fam to the grand, and therefter coming down throw the 
wood and town, did fpoile and hurt the fam. 

1577. — The year following, 1577, the Generall Aflemblie conveined at Edin- 
bruche in October, whar the heades of the polecie war ordeanit to be drawin 
in conclufiones, and certean breither apointed to gather togidder the trauelles 
of the brethring from all partes, and digeft and put the fam in ordour, draw- 
ing tham in certeane propoiitiones for breuitie. 

At that Aflemblie, Mr Patrik Adamfone is fund to haiff intrufit himfelff in 
the bifchoprik of St Andros againft the actes and ordinances of the Kirk, and 
therfor ordeanit to be proceidit againft be his SynodalL Bot, as he was wound- 
erfull craftie, he offerit to ley down all, at the feit of the breithring, and be 
ordourit at the pleafure of the Aflemblie whow foone the lam war throuche 
and at a point with the mater of the polecie ; and fa with fear promifes, drifted 
and pat aff till he gat his tyme. 

About the end of that lam October, ther was an vther Aflemblie haldin at 
Edinbruche, at the quhilk the heids of the polecie war reported, digeft in or- 
der. They war ordeanit, efter reuifing, to be put in mundo, and prefented to 
the Regents grace ; and certean breithring nominat to confer with his grace 
theranent, and a dyet fett at Stirling for the fam. 

During all thefe Aflemblies and erneft endeuors of the breithring, the Be* 
gent is often requyrit to giff his pretence to the Aflemblie, and fordar the 
caufe of God ; bot nocht onlie in effect refufes, bot vies grait thretning againft 
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the maift zelus breithring, fchoring to hang of thame, vtherwayes ther could 
be na peace nor ordour in the countrey. Sa, euer refitting the wark of (Jifci- 
{dine in hand, bure ford wart his bifchopes, and preffed to his iniunctiones and 
eonformitie with Eingland ; and, but queftion, haid fteyed the wark, giff God 
haid nocht fteired vpe a faction of the nobilitie againft him, wha maid a grait 
convocation at the Fall kirk, and haid almoft com to ftraks, giff the Einglis 
Ambaflatour, a guid, godlie man, and louer of our nation, Mr Robert Bowes, 
with the Chancellors guidnes and wefdome, haid nocht fteyit for taking or- 
dour ; wherwith a Convention was fett in Stirling of the Efteates, and the 
breithring nominat and apointed be the Aflemblie weating on, fell out that vn- 
happie murdour of that lerned and guid noble man, Lord Glammes, Chancel- 
lar, flean in a tumult be a fchot of a piftolet in the head.* Whom when, God 
had fa taken away from the Regent Mortoun, his contrar faction drawes a 
draught at annes to caufe the King, now about fourtein yeirs of age, to tak 
the government in his awin perfone ; wharby Mortoun is compellit to go to the 
Market Crofs of Edinbruche, in folemne maner, and giff ower his Regentfchipe, 
and all publict administration of the realme. 

This Regent Erie of Mortoun was a man ever caft vpon the belt fyde, 
and did honeftlie and floutlie in the caufe. He lowit Mr Knox whill he was 
alyue At his deathe and buriall he gaiff him ane honorable teftimonie, 
" That he nather fearit nor flatterit anie fleche f and, efter his deathe, was 
frindlie to his wyff and childring. He was verie wyfe, and a guid Juititiar in 
adminiftration. His fyve yeirs war eftimed to be als happie and peaceable as 
euer Scotland law. The name of a Papift durft nocht be hard of; ther was 
na theiff nor oppreflbur that durft kythe. Bot he could nocht fuffer Chryft to 
reing frielie be rebuking of finne, bot maid opposition to the miniftrie of 
Edinbruche in publict place ; nor, be the right government of his Kirk be the 
Prefbyterie of his lawfullie callit paftors and eldars, miflyked the Affemblies 
Generall, and wald haiff haid the name therof changit, that he might aboliihe 
the previlage and force therof. Wharvnto my uncle, Mr Andro, fpecialie op- 
ponit himfelff, and therby, and for the bifchopes, incurrit his fpeciall indigna- 

* Mr Andro maid vpon him this Epigram : — 

Tn, Leo magne, iada inglorins ; ergo ma&ebunt 
Qnalim fatacanee? Qaalia fata fnea ? 

Sen lawlie lyea thow noble Lyon fyne, 
What fidl betyde behind to dogges and fwyne? 
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I - tion, and therabout firft difcordit with Mr Dauid Lindfey, to whom he was 

| . comounlie contradictor, Ikying that Maifter Knox haid commendit him to the 

Court all his dayes ; that he was a guid mid man, and maker of brues amangs 
men, bot fould nocht haiff place betwix God and man. Yit in effect the laid 
Mr Dauid keipit honeft in the caufe of the discipline till it was concludit, and 
efter. He fought to infinuat himfelff, efter the leying down of his Regentrie 
in the Kings fawour and fum Counfallours, be twa things in fpeciall that con- 
cernit the Kings weill and the realmes. An£, that the King might be a firie 
king and monarche, haiffing the rewell and power of all Efteates, quhilk the 
Kirks Generall Aflemblie empeared. Ane vther, to be conform with Eingland 
in the Kirks polecie ; to haiff bifchopes to rewll the Kirk, and they to be an* 
fwerable to the King, and fa the frie preatching reprefied. With this, he was 
wounderfullie giffen to gather gear, therby, as he faid, to inritche the King 
withall. Thir things, whowbeit humblit, yit he amendit nocht, bot keipit out 
his courfe till he might do na mair, and then glorifiet God, as in the awin 
place falbe declarit. 

This yeir, in the fimmer, God brought ham Mr Thomas Smeton, a man of 
lingular giftes of lerning and godlines, a grait benefit to his kirk, and fpeciall 
blefling of my guid God, for me in particular. 

1 578. — The Generall Aflemblie conveinit at Edinbruche in Apryll 1578, in 
the Magdalen ChapelL* Mr Andro Meluill was fchofin Moderator, whar was 
concludit, That Bifchopes fould be callit be thair awin names, or be the names 
of Breither, in all tyme coming, and that lordlie name and authoritie baniffed 
from the Kirk of God/quhilk hes bot a lord, Chryft Jefus. Alfo the haill heids 
of the polecie, put in propofitiones, and fett in ordour, war ratefied and allowit, 
except a litle of the Diaconat to be farther advyfit. Item, That na bifchope 
fould be elected or maid therefter, nor na minifter confent therto, vnder the 
pean of depriuation. Item, The leat murdour of the Lord Glomes, Ghancellar, 
regreted ; and for that blud and vthers, for the Kings profperus government, 
vndertaken newlings in his awin perfone, and for the guid acceptation of the 
wark of the polecie and difcipline of the Kirk, now concludit, and to be pre- 
fented to his Ma"* and Counfall, ther was a generall faft concludit to be zeal 
uflie keipit throwout the land.f 

* At this Aflemblie war a number of queftionea giffen in from Court be Alexander Hay, Clark 
Regifter, and the anfwers therof crauit at diuerfs Aflembliee therefter, for the Courtes effect, 
f When the Aflemblie haid concludit the difcipline, diuerfe of the breithring, as namlie, Mr 
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The Aflemblie therefter con veined at Stirling in July that lam yeir, wherin 
the form of conclusion, as in all the former Afiemblies, fa in that, was, That 
the Kirk, all in a voice, hes concludit the haill articles and propofitiounes of 
the buik of the polecie of the Kirk, to be conform to the Word of God, and 
meit for the Efteat of the Kirk in this land ; and ordeanes the lam with a 
Application, to be prefented to the Kings Ma^. The quhilk was done, and his 
Hienes gaiff a verie confortable and guid anfwer theranent, nominating certean 
of his Counfall to confer with the breithring apointed be the Kirk thervpon. 

That yeir my vncle dedicat to the King his Carmen Mosis, with certean 
Epigrames, and a chap, of Job in vers, quhilk put all men in hope of graitter 
warks ; but partlie his grait occupations and diftractiones, partlie, as he wes 
wount to fay, Scribillantium et fcripturientium turba ; and cheiflie that he 
thought the tyme maift profitablie beftowit in doing, teatching, and framing of 
guid inftruments for the meantinence of the treuthe and wark of the miniflerie 
and fcholles, moved him to neglect wraitting, except of verfes and epigrammes, 
as his humor and occafiones moved him; wharof he hes in his peapers a grait 
number, and nocht a few, as Carmina Sybillina, loft. Bot for commendation 
of thrie notable verteus in him, thrie things amangs manie ma I man re- 
compt : — Interpretation of Dreames, Patience, and Heroic Stoutnes. 

The Collage haid monie pleyes in law depending that yeir, and Mr Piter 
Blakburn was aeconomus and fpeciall actor ; yit becaufe the aeftimation of Mr 
Andro was graitter, he defyrit him at certean perpmpter dyettes to be prefent 
in Edinbruche. For fie a dyet being to go to Edinbruche, Mr Piter comes in 
to his chalmer in the morning, heavie and grim lyk. Being inquyrit be the 
Principall what ealed him, he anfwerit, " I haiff dreamed an vnlall dream, and 
I am fum thing folift efter it"—" What is it ?" fayes he. " Methought we 

Andro MeluiH and Andro Hay, defyrit the fam to be fubferyvit be the haill breithring. To the 
quhilk Mr Patrik Adamfone anfwered, " Nay— we haif an honeft man, oar Clark, to fubferyue 
for all ; and it war to derogat to his fathralnes and eftimatioun gif we fould all feueralie fubferyue." 
" Weill," fayes Mr Andro Hay, " gif anie man com againft this, or deny it heirefter, he is nocht 
honeft." And to Mr Patrik he (aid, befor thrie or fower, " Ther is my hand, Mr Patrik ; gif yie 
com againft this heirefter, confenting now fa throwlie to it, I will call yow a knaue, and it war 
never fa publictlie." Mr Patrik receaues the conditioun : Bot at the prefenting of the conclu- 
fionnes befor the Regent and Counfall, the Regent afkes Mr Patrik gif he haid aflented therto. He 
denyit it, and that he haid refofit to fubferyve it. Whenrpon the faid Conclufiones of Difcipline war 
rerafed be the ConnfalL The caufe wharof, when Mr Andro Hay haid inquyred at diuerfi honor- 
able Connfellars, they leyed the wait on the faid Mr Patrik, wha coming by in die mean tyme, Mr 
Andro Hay takes him be the hand befor the faid Counfallour, and difpytfullie to his face fayes, 
" O knaue, knaue I I will croon thee the knaue of aU knaues !" 
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war fitting at our Collage burde, and a cap full of barmie drink befor ws. I 
luiked to the cap, and I thought I law a read headit tead lope out of it, and 
craled vpe vpon the wall, the quhilk I percewed and dang down, and tramped 
vnder my feit ; and as I turned, I faw an vther lope out alfo, quhilk, whow- 
beit I followed, it gat away in a holl out of my fight."—" Be nocht folift," 
fayes he, " Mr Piter ; I will interpret your dream, and warrand the interpreta- 
tion trew, for a pynt of wyne ?" — " For futhe," fayes the vther, u and it be 
guid, a quart." — " The Collage burd and cap is our Collage leiving, into the 
quhilk twa read nebbit teades hes intrufit thamfelff. They ar the twa read 
neafed compeditours of our Collage, againft the quhilk yie haiff prefentlie the 
actiones, viz. Jhone Grame, the firft whom yie perfewing at this dyet, dim 
. als weill as he will on the wall of the law, yie fall ding down and owercome. 
The vther is the read faced Commiflar, Mr Archbald Beaton, wba be fome 
wyll fall efchew prefentlie, and win away. Allure thyfelff, man, thow fell find 
it fa." Mr Piter lauehes, and fayes he was worthe the wyne, whow euer it 
was, for the twa men war verie read and tead lyk faced for ploukes and 
lumpes. And in deid it cam fa to pais, for they brought hame a notable de- 
creit of reduction of a few of the freites yeard againft Jhone Grame ; and the 
vther, by moyen and erneft foliftation, gat the action delayit, and brought to 
arbitrament.* 

Now for his patience, whowbeit he was verie hat in all queftiones, yit when 
it twitched his particular, no man could crab him, contrair to the comoun 
cuftome, as amangs manie vther, I marked this. — My Lord Hearife haid a 
fone in the Collage named Jhone, wha was drawin away from his ftudies and 
ordour be fum young men of the town, namlie, a burgefs air named Andro 
Heriot. The principall calles for Jhone, and reproving him, fayes, " What ? 
hes my Lord your father fend yow heir to fpend your tyme with debauchit 
perfones of the town," &c. This was tauld Andro Heriot, wha, partlie of in- 
temperat difpofition, and partlie, as was fuppofed, be the Collage miflykers 

* I haiff alfo marked manie experiences in him of wonnderfull figacitie and fmelling out of mens 
naturalls and difpofitiones, fa that tho fum haid bein never fa fair farrand and curteus, he could nocht 
gif tbam a guid countenance nor word ; quhilk, indeid, wald proue ill men. Vthers, altho nocht of 
fa guid appeirance, he wald lyk of, and be hamlie with, wha wald proue weil. Of bathe the fortes 
I could racken diners be nam and fournam, but it is nocht expedient ; onlie an I can nocht omit, 
wha about this tyme was ordeanit be the Generall Aflemblie to be tean ordour withall be the Sy- 
nod of Glafgw for deferting of his minifierie ; wha be his fear ciuill facions fund fawour with all 
except Mr Andro, wha, delling fcharplie with him for his defertion of the minifterie, gat this an- 
fwer : — " I will nocht profes pouertie." — " O then," fayes Mr Andro to him, " yow will deny 
nocht onlie the minifierie, bot alfo trew Chriftianitie." This man was Mr Jhone Coluin, firft apoftat 
fra the minifterie, and fyne fra trew Chriftiaa religion to foull Papiftrie. 
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ftired vpe, cam to Mr Andro, the Principally a day efter fermont, coming out 
of the Kirk, haiffing all his fchollars and Regents at his bak, and quarrels him 
fchamfullie with manie thows and lyes, continowing from the Kirk almaift 
down to the Collage, quhilk is a grait fpace, yea, with (word about him, with 
menaffings and brawlles ; but Mr Andro verie patientlie and meiklie anfwers 
never a word bot " God facher, what hes muvit yow, yie neid to boft ? We ar 
ma nor yie." The fchollars war out of thair wittes, and fean wald haiff put 
hands on him, bot he rebuiked tham in fie fort that they durft nocht fteir. 
As for myfelff, for als patient as I am called, I doucht nocht fuffer it, bot 
withdrew myfelff from him. 

Within a fchort fpace efter, the faid Andro contractes a fiver, of the quhilk 
he died ; and a day or twa befor, he fend for the Principall, wha glaidlie cam 
and vifit him ; wha, with grait remorfe, confeffit his offence, and commendit 
the vthers grait patience, faying, " That he haid win a graitter victorie of 
him, nor giff he haid fufferit his fchollars to ding out his harnes ;" and oft 
tymes embrafing and killing him for the fweit confort he bellowed on him, 
being fa vnworthie, cryed ay for him fa lang as the breathe was in him ; and 
fit gaiff vpe the ghaft, being a luftie youthe in his mide age. 

The young man, Jhone Maxuell, partlie efchewing difcipline, and partlie, 
as was fuppofed, caried away be the cowniall of Papifts, (for he haid gottin 
euill groundes therof, and all his fathers houft, be Mr Gilbert Broun, Abbot 
of New Abey,) left the Collage, and abad in the town. Bot whowfoone the 
Lord Heres, his father, hard of it, he cam to the town, fcharplie rebuked his 
fone, and brought him to the Collage, efter he haid lowinglie and maift cur- 
teflie delt with the Principall, caufit the haill maifters and difciples convein in 
the verie clofs of the Collage, and ther, in prefence of all, aufterlie commandit 
his fone to fitt down vpon his knees, and humblie offer himfelff to what fort 
of difcipline the Principall of the Collage and his Regent (againft whome cheiff- 
lie he haid bein refractar,) wald put him to. The young man obeyit humblie, 
and the Principall lifted him vpe be the hand efter promife of amendiment ; 
and efter reconciliation he enterit him to his Regent againe, humblie prefent- 
ing to him a piece of golde. What that Lord Heres was vtherwayes I leaue 
it to the Cornicle ; bot in this he left a notable exemple to all noble men and 
fathers to follow. 

For fordar verification of his grait patience, becaufe he wald feim verie 
hat ^nd impatient : At our table, comounlie at mealies and efter, was movit 
be him fum queftion of philoibphie or artes, namlie, for this end to fchaw that 
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Ariftotle could er, and haid erred, contrar to the 8. Androe axiom, Abfurdum 
eft dicere erraffe Ariftotelem. Mr Piter Blakburn, our coleg, was a bitter 
propugnar of Ariftotle ; a verie guid and lerned man, bot rud and carlifle of 
nature ; and when he could nocht bear out his defence be reafone, he wald do 
it be coler and invection vpon the perfone of Mr Andro, that he was arro- 
gant, proud, and full of his awin fence ; but when it cam to that the argu- 
ment feafled, for the Principall never fpak a word mair. And be this form of 
doing he wan Mr Piter from monie, bathe wrang qpiniones and evill fafones ; 
for the guid, honeft harted man, firie from his coler, efchamed of himfelff, 
amendit himfelff. And this I marked euer to be Mr Androe maner : Being 
fure of a treuthe in realbning, he wald be extream hat, and fuffer na man to 
bear away the contrar ; bot with reafone, words, and gefture, he wald carie it 
away, caring for na perfone, whow grait foeuer they war, namlie, in maters 
of relligion* And in all companies, at table or vtherwayes, as he vnderftood 
and tuk vpe the neceffitie of the perfones and mater in hand to requyre, he 
wald firielie and bauldlie hauld thair eares fow of the treuthe ; and tak it as 
they wald, he wald nocht ceas nor keipe filence ; yea, and nocht onlie ance or 
twyfe, bot at all occafiones, till he fand tham better instructed, and fett to go 
ford wart in the guid purpofe. And verelie be lang experience I haiff knawin 
him to haiff done as mikle guid in fie conferences and meittings as be his pub- 
lict doctrine ; for fie as war willing to vnderftand in fa doing, he pleafurit tham 
mair and mair ; and fie as wer nocht, he fuffered never to reft till he ather 
brought tham from ther contrarie mynd, or els difcouered a perverfs difpofi- 
tion againft the treuthe. Giff he haid nocht bein throuche and refolut himfelff 
in a mater, he wald haiff heard verie patientlie and quietlie, and reafonit ther- 
vpon caldlie and camlie aneuche till he war fullie refoluit, and fand his grounds 
fure. But for his awine particular, in perfone, gear, or fame, I knew him 
never hard in publict with anie man to this houre. 

Now for his heroic cowrage and ftoutnes : — The Regent, feeing he could 
nocht diuert him [be] benefites and offers, he calles for him a day indirectlie, 
and, efter lang difcourfing vpon the quyetnes of the cowntrey, peace of the 
Kirk, and advancment of the Kings Ma 4 " Efteat, he brake in vpon fie as war ' 
difturbers ther of be thair conceats and o werfie dreamee, imitation of Geneu dis- 
cipline and lawes ; and, efter fum reafoning and grundes of Gods Word al- 
leagit,* quhilk irritat the Regent, he brake out in coler and boiling \— u Ther 

* Una Regent obiected againft the General AiTemblie, Th*t it w«8 [a] cwrocadonof theBangB 
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will never be quyetnes in this countrey, till halff a diffone of yow be hangit 
or banifhed the countrey." — " Tuihe, fir," feyes Mr Andro ; " Purpuratis tuis 
ifta minitare mihi, idem eft humi an fublime putrefcam : Domini eft terra. 
Patria eft vbicunque, eft bene. I haiff bein ready to giff my lyff whar it was 
nocht halff fa weill wared, at the pleafour of my God. I leived out of your 
countrey ten yeirs as weill as in it Let God be glorified, it will nocht ly in 
your power to hang nor exyll his treuthe." Monie ficlyk hes he hard, and 
for me reported in mair ferfull form ; bot for all nevir iarged a iot ather from 
the fubftance of the caufe, or forme of proceiding therin. Bot a piece of ftorie 
I man report, fteirit vpe in particular againft him in my perfone. 

The Lord Boid was grait with the Regent, and haid a cufing in our Col- 
lage, named Alexander Boid, a youthe of a grait spreit and ingynfe, bot verie 
commerfom and refractar. He haid pleyit the companion wickedlie with the 
maifter in the grammar fchool, and fie lyk with the firft regent the firft yeir 
of his courfe in the Collage. The nixt yeir he comes to me : At his entrie I 
delt with him fearlie, and befought him to be weill conditioned, and he fould 
find na thing in me bot fpeciall courteffie and affectione ; bot giff he fould preais 
to miflufe me, and mak trouble as he haid done to his maifters befor, for als 
meik as I feimed he wald find me fcharper nor anie he haid delt with. Vpon 
this premonition he continows halff a yeir as guid a bern as was in the feage. 
Till taking occafion of Mr Thomas Smetones companie, in the quhilk I mikle 
delyted, I paft with him to Edinbruche to fetche ham his wyff ; and befor 
my going, I tuk exact ordour with my fchollars, inioyning large talks to tham, 
and apointing of cenfurers and deleattors of all ther behauiour. Coming ham 
again, I fand the laid Alexander often deleated in grait faultes, namlie, abfent- 
ing himfelff from the kirk, and pleying the loun on the Sabbathe. I begin to 
deall with him in words ; he difdeanes and vilipends with mifbehauiour in 
words and countenance; I command him to correction— he rebelles: to be 

leigea. Mr Andro anfwerit, « That Chryfl and his Apoftles war giltie of that cryme, wha conveinit 
with houndrethes and thowfands, taught tham, and governed without anie leiue of the magiftrat ; 
and yit did all dewtie to Caefar, and bade gif him that quhilk was his." Item, Mr Andro alleagmg 
a place of the Actes to the faid Regent, the Regent fayes, tantinglie, " Read yie euer of fie an 
Act as we did at S* Jhonftoun ? M Anfweres Mr Andro : " Gif yie be efcheamed of that act, Chryfl 
wilbe efcheamed of yow." The Reformatioun of Relligioun in Scotland was don as the men in the 
Gofpell, wha, bringing a man feik of the palfey, careid be fourfome in bed, brak the houfs aboue 
whar Chryfl was, mailing leiue of the jrudman and maifler therof, for the grait defyre quhilk they 
haid to com to Chryfl for the mans helthe. Yit Chryfl fand na fault therwith, bot feing thair fathe, 
approued the fam, and healed the man* Sa throw zeall the kingdom of Heavin fuffered violence 
at toe beginning, and men fought to com to Chryfl, without aflring leiue of King or Csefar. 
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fchort, I wald nocht be deforcit ; and he gat his deat peyit, bot indeid far 
within his demearit. He fittes down in a nuk fra my light, and whill I was 
teatching my leflbne, he takes his pen and ink horn, and ftriks himfelff on the 
face and neas till effufion of bluid ; he ryves his buik, and dightes his neas 
with the leaves therof, and drawes the bluid athort his face, and fpote his 
clothes with the laming ; and incontinent efter the leflbne, rinnes out of the 
Collage, and away and compleanes to his frinds he was fa mifufit crewalie be 
me. The principall and maifters at the bruit, and my defyre, takes tryell, and 
finds it as is spoken. He byds away fra the Collage a monethe, about the 
end wharof, on a limmer evening efter fupper, I was coming out of the CafteH 
with twa of my companions, whar we haid bein vifiting a guid gentleman, 
wha, vnbefet be twafum, haid defendit himfelff notablie, being weill fenfed till 
his dagger cas cut in pices, and brought to extream danger of his lyff, was com- 
pellit ather to flay an of tham or be flean ; for the quhilk apprehendit, he was 
deteined in preflbne in the Caftell, whar we cuftomablie vifited him, and lernit 
of him to fence. Sa, coming from him in the kirk yeard, my fchollar lying in 
weat with an Alexander Cuningham, fiftar fone to the Lord Boid, wha hounds 
out the youthe with a baton in his hand to ftrik me behind' my bak. Heiring 
the found of his feit, I turned and fpak a few words, at the quhilk the boy 
rinnes by me and luiks for his helper, Alexander Cuninghame, wha cam with 
fpeid efter him with a drawin fword and monie bludie words. The twa that 
war with me faw nocht this Alexander, bot ran and tuk the boy ; fa Alex- 
ander leyes out a ftrak at me with the fword, quhilk, declyning my bodie a 
litle, I efchewed, and doling with him, I gripped his fword arm vnder my left 
oxter, and with my right hand caucht his quhingar, haiffing na kynd of wa- 
pean vpon myfelff, and bids him ftand. Withe this, incontinent my twa com- 
paniones commes and finders ws ; fa my God keipit me that night, bothe from 
doing or receaving anie fordar harme. Coming to the Collage, I fchew the 
mater to the Principall, wha firft commandit all the fchollars to ther bedds, 
perceaving tham incenlit, and fearing a work of the deuill to deboiche 
tham from ther ftudies, enter tham in blud, and wrak the whoH Collage. 
Yit wald nocht fuffer the preparatiue to pafs vntean ordour with : Vpon the 
morn conveines the Rector and Magiftrats of the Town, according to the or- 
dour, and cites the parties befor tham. I compeir ; the vther is contumax, 
and perfeuers in his boft. The mater is tryed exactlie. They decern Alex- 
ander Cuninghame for his wrang to come to the place whar it was done, and 
ther, humblie, bear fatted and bear headit, to craue the Rectour, the Principall, 
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and me, the perfone offendit, forgiffnes. This being notefied to Alexander, he 
malings, and wowes ther fould be graitter caufe maid or anie forgiffnes cravit. 
Ther na thing was noyfit fa mikle in the countrey, as the Boids and Cuning- 
hams wald flay the maifters and burn the Collage. Bot the Principall iarget 
never a whit, nor movit himfelff, whowbeit fum of ws war right fleyd, but 
fend and reafit Letters, and fummoned Alexander befor the king and fecreit 
counfall, wha compeired with a grait number of his frinds, thinking to boil 
ws fra it ; bot we cam befor the king and counfall at S. Andros, producit the 
prooes and decreit of the rector and bailyies of Glafgw, and obteined the fam 
to be ratefiet ; and the faid Alexander chargit to fulfill and obey it fie a day, 
or then to enter in ward within the Caftell of Blaknes. Coming ham to 
Glalgw, and the day approtching, our fpeciall frinds dealt with ws, namlie, 
the Rector, Mr Andro Hay, a man of grait moyen in the countrey, to quyt 
that decreit and forgiff it, feing ther was na evill done, vtherwayes he was 
certified it wald coin to war ; for the man was neir in blod on the father fyde 
to the Erl of Glencarn, and on the mothers to the Lord Boid, the naturall and 
fafones wharof he knew, that they wald nocht fuffer ther blud fched (as they 
alleagit) vnreuengit The Principall anfwers, " Giff they wald haiff forgiff- 
nes, let tham crave it humblie, and they fall haiff it ; but or that preparatiue 
pais, that we dar nocht correct our fchollars for fear of bangftars and claimed 
gentlemen, they fall haiff all the blud of my body firft." Sa the day comes, 
at the quhilk the Lord Boid comes to Glafgw, accompanied with all his frinds ; 
fo comes my Lord of Glencarn with his, to the number of four or fyve houn- 
drethe gentilmen. The Principall is delt with be diuerfi interceflbrs nocht 
to prefent tbe place ; bot terrifie as they wald, he fayes, " They that will 
go with me, go ; they that are fleyd, let them tarie." And fa the Rector, the 
Principall, and I, with our fchollars at our bak, in our gowns, com to the kirk 
yeard, and ftude at the place whar I was vnbefett ; the kirkyeard being full of 
gentlemen, giffes place. Then comes Alexander, arrayit in his beft abuilyi- 
ment, in the middes of twa gentlemen, wharof an was the elded brother of 
my fchollar, the vther his neireft frind ; and the faid Alexander, bear headit 
and bear futed, and offers to fulfill the decreit giff anie wald accept of it 
" Dout nocht of the acceptation," anfwers the Principall, " we are heir readie." 
And fa the faid Alexander, in prefence of all his frinds, to bear him witnefs, 
recited the words of the decreit, and obeyed conform to euerie circumftance. 
The quhilk, when the gentilman faw, wha, for the maift part, knew nocht for 
what caufe they cam, luche him to ikorn, fpendit thrie or four hounder mark 
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in the town, and returned, as they confeffit, graitter fulles nor they cam a 
field. 

Now to Mr Thomas Smeton, of whom I maid mention befor.— I marked the 
wounderfull guidnes and prouidenoe of God towards his Kirk in this realme, 
wha, as firft efter the blud of thefe martyrs, Mr George Wifchart and Walter 
Miln, fteired vpe Mr Knox to effectuat the wark of Reformation ; and taking 
him to his reft, fend ham Mr Andro Meluill for continuance of zeall and fin- 
ceiritie, with exquifit literature and knawlage, and for putting on of the coap- 
ftean of the trew and right difcipline and polecie. Sa, when the courfe of 
Papiftrie begoud againe to creipe in he the alteration of the government, and 
Guifan Counlall entering about the King, then God plucked out from amangs 
the Jefuifts, a wadge of thair awin timber, wherwith to rent and crofe thair 
deceaits. This was Mr Thomas Smeton, wha, in that iorney to Edinbruche, 
recompted to me the ftrange wirking of God with him ; this in foum : — That 
at the Reformation of religion, he being put from the Auld Collage of S. An- 
dros, paft to France, whare in Paris he thought mikle vpon the trew way of 
faluation, and be dealling of diuerfs of his acquentance, namlie, Mr Thomas 
Matteland, a young gentilman of guid literature and knawlage in the treuthe 
of religion, was brought to ken and be inclynde to the beft way. Whar alfo 
he was acquentit with my vncle, Mr Andro, and Mr Gilbert Moncreiff. Yit 
lothe to alter his mynd wherin he was brought vpe, and fand himfelflF fum 
tyme fullie perfwadit in the mater of his fathe and faluation, he thought he 
wald leaue na thing vntryed and efleyit perteining therto. And vnderftanding 
that the ordour of the Jefuifts was maift lerned, halie, and exquifit in the Pa- 
piftrie, he refoluit to enter in thair ordour during the yeirs of probation ; at 
the end wharof, giff he fand himfelflF iatteled in his auld fathe, he wald conti- 
now a Jefuift ; and giff he fand nocht amangs tham that might remoue all the 
douttes he was caft into, it was bot folie to feik fordar, he wald yeild vnto 
that light, that God, be the erneft delling of his lowing frinds and companions, 
haid enterit him into. And fa he enterit in the Jefuifts Collage at Paris, 
whar he fand Mr Edmont Hay, a verie lowing frind, to whom he communi- 
cat all his mynd. Mr Edmond, feing him worthie to be win to tham, and 
giffen to lerning and fight, directes him to Rome, and be the way he cam to 
Geneu, whar Mr Andro Meluill and Mr Gilbert Moncreiff being for the tyme, 
he communicat with tham his purpofe, and cravit thair prayers. Of his pur- 
pofe they could fie na guid warrand, but thair prayers they promifit hartlie. 
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So, making na ftey ther, he paft ford wart to Rome, whar he was receavit in 
the Jefuifts Collage gladlie. In the quhilk Collage was a father hauldin of 
beft lerning and prudence, wha was ordeanit to trauell with fie as wer de- 
teined in preflbne for religion, to convert tham ; of him he cravit that he 
might accompanie him at fie tymes when he went to deall with thefe prefbn- 
ers, quhilk was granted to him. Be the way as they cam from the prefoners 
to the Collage, quhilk was neir a myll, Mr Thomas wald tak the argument 
of the prefoners, and mentein it againft the Jefuift for reafonings cauft, and 
indeid to be refoluit, and the more he infilled he fand the treuthe the 
ftrangar, and the Jefuifts anfwers never to latiffie him. This way he conti- 
nowit about a yeir and a halff in Rome, till at laft he becam fulpitius, and 
therfor was remitted bak to Paris, throw all the Collages of the Jefuifts be 
the way ; in all the quhilks he endeworit mair and mair to haiff his douttes 
refoluit, bot fand himfelff ay fordar and fordar confirmed in the veritie. Co- 
ming to Paris again, he abaid ther a fpace verie lowinglie interteined be Mr 
Edmond, till at laft he could nocht bot difcover himfelff to Mr Edmont, to 
whom he fayes he was alfinikle behauldin as to anie man in the warld; for 
nochtwithftanding that he perceavit his mynd turned away from thair ordour 
and relligion, yit he ceafed nocht to counfall him frindlie and fatherlie, and 
fuffered him to want na thing. And being a verie wyfe man, he thinks to 
keipe Mr Thomas quyet, and nocht to fuffer him to kythe an aduerfar againft 
them. Perceaving, therfor, the young man giffen to his buik, he giffes him 
this counfall, to go to a quyet collage, fituat in a welthie and pleafant part 
in Lorain, whair he fould haiff na thing to do but attend vpon his buiks, whair 
he fould haiff all the Antient Doctors, and fie buiks as yie pleafit to reid ; he 
fould leak na necefiars ; thair he fould keipe him quyet till God wrought for- 
dar with him, vtherwayes he wald caft himfelff in grait danger. Thair was 
na thing that could allure Mr Thomas mair nor this, and therfor he refolued 
to follow his counfall ; and taking iorney, went towards Lorain, whair be the 
way the Lord leyes his hand vpon him, and vifites him with an extream fever, 
cafting him in vttermaift pean and perplexitie of body and mynd. Thair he 
fought a maift ftrang and ferfull battell in his confeience, bot God at laft 
prevealing, he determines to fchaw himfelff, abandone that damnable focietie, 
and vtter in plean profeffion the treuthe of God, and his enemies falfhods, 
hypoerafie and craft. Sa coming bak to Paris again, he takes his leiue of Mr 
Edmont, wha yit, nochtwithftanding, kythes na thing bot lowing frindfehipe 
to him, and at his parting giffes thrie counfalles. 1. To reid and ftudie the 

H 
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Ancient Doctors of the Kirk, and nocht to trow the minifters. 2. To go ham 
to his awin countrey ; and thridlie, To marie a wyff. From that he manifefted 
himfelff ainangs the profeffours of religion, till the tyme of the maflacre qnhilk 
fchortlie enfewit, at the quhilk being narrowlie fought, he cam to the Englili 
Ambafiator, Mr Secretarie Walfingham, in whale houfe lyand at Paris for the 
tyme as in a comoun girthe, he, with manie ma, war feaff. Willi whome alio 
he cam to Eingland foone efter, whar he remeaned fcholmaifter at Colchefter 
till his coming to Scotland. 

At his coming in Scotland, he was gladlie content to be in companie with 
my vncle Mr Andro, and fa aggreit to be minifter at Palley, in place of Mr 
Andro Pulwart, wha enterit to the fubdeanrie of Glafgw when Mr Danid 
Coninghame was bifchopit in Aberdein. A litle efter his placing, Mr Andro, 
Principal! of the Collage, put in his hand Mr Arehbald Hamiltones apoftats 
buik, De Confufione Caluianse Scitae apud Scotos ; and efter conference ther- 
anent, movit him to mak anfwer to the fam, quhilk was published in print 
the yeir following, to the grait contentment of all the godlie and lernit Mr 
Thomas was verie wacryff and peanfull, and (karflie tuk tyme to refreche na- 
ture. I haiff fein him oft find fault with lang denners and flippers at General 
Aflemblies ; and when vthers wer therat, he wald abftein, and be about the 
penning of things, (wherin he excellit, bathe in langage and form of letter,) 
and yit was nocht ruftic nor aufter, bot fweit and affable in companie, with a 
modeft and naiue grauitie ; verie firugall in fude and reyment, and walked 
maift on fut, whom I was verie glad to accompanie, whylls to Sterling, and 
now and then to his kirk, for my inftruction and comfort. He louit me ex- 
ceiding weill, and wald at parting thruft my head in his bofome and kis me. 

He being weill acquented with the practizes of Papifts, namlie, Jefuifts, 
and thair deuyces for fubuerting of the Kirk of Scotland, bathe publklie and 
privatlie ceaffit nocht to cry and warn minifters and fchollars to be diligent 
vpon ther charges and buiks, to ftudie the controuerfies, and to tak head they 
neglected nocht the tyme, for ther wald be a ftrang vnfeatt of Papifts. Alfo 
he was cearfuU to know the relligion and affection of noUe men, infinuating 
him in thair companie in a wyfe And graue maner, and warning tham to be 
war of euill companie, and nocht to fend thair berns to dangerus partes. And 
finalie, Mr Andro and he, marvelouflie confpyring in purpofes and iudgments, 
war the firft motioners of an antifeminarie to be erected in St Andros, to the 
Jufuift feminaries, for the courfe of theologie, and ceffit never at Aflemblies 
and Court till that wark was begoun and fett fordwart 



j 



1578. MR JAMES MELVILL'S DIARY. 59 

The Generall Aflemblie convenit at Edinbruche, October 1578. Therin 
the noble men frequentlie convemit war defyrit to allow of the polecie of the 
Kirk by grait peanes and deliberation concludit, and, as they haid accepted the 
right and trew confeffion of the Chriftdan fathe, la of the discipline alfo drawin 
out of the word of God. They accepted therof , and promifet to meantein the 
lam to ther powar, except in fa far as the Kings Ma 410 and Counfall was nocht 
refoluit, namlie, of the Diaconerie. Thir noble men war the Erles of Atholl, 
Argyll, Montrofb, &c. wha haid drawin the faction againft the Regent Mor* . 
toon ; fit it pleafit God to work. 

That yeir anyvit Monfieur d'Otrignie from France, with inftructions and 
devyffes from the Houfc of Guile, and with manie Franche fafones and toyes, 
and in effect, with a plean courle of papiftrie, to fubuert the efteat of the Kirk, 
new planted, bathe with trew doctrin and difcipline. He brought with him 
an Mons. Mombirneau,* a fubtill fpreit, a mirrie fellow, verie able in bodie, 
and maift meit in all refpecte for bewitching of the youthe of a prince. They 
within few dayes infinuat thamfelffe la in fawour of the young long, that they 
gydit all, brought in be Mortones miflykers, bot to the wrak bathe of him and 
thame. Vnder thair winges crape in craftie fellowes, wha maid the reforma- 
tion of relligion, and all the guid fervice done for the king befor, to be bot tur- 
bulent and treafonable delling, &c. ; againft the quhilk the minifters of Edin- 
bruche, lyk fathfull watchmen, maid loud and tymus warning. 

1 579-— The Aflemblie convenit at Edinbruche in the new kirk, July 1579, 
to convoy the mair craftelie and quyetlie the courfe intendit, thair is prefentit 
from his Ma** a letter to the Aflemblie, fchawing his hienes guid mynd towards 
the Kirk, and craving the heads of the polecie to be prefented to the parliament 
inftant, to be paft therat This was to conciliat the fawour of the Kirk, and 
mak Mortoun mair odius till they war ftranger. Item, Bifchopes and Super* 
intendents haillie removit, and commiffioners from aflemblie to aflemblie in 
number fufficient for the haill realm, acording to the feuerall provinces, placed 
in ther roum. The bifchopes ther began to withdraw thamfelues fra the 
Aflemblies, and ordour takin theranent The reformation of the Vniuerfitie 
of St Andros intendit, and futt maid to the Kings Ma* e theranent. Prelby- 
teries ordeanit to be erected, and that the exerceifes fould be as prelbyteries 
in the mean tyme. 

* Mr Nicol Dalgles tauld me that this Monbirneas mother was a verie godlie lady, and fchew 
grait cnrteffi e to tham in France at Bnrge in Bene, and warnit tham of ft. Obignies fending in 
Scotland, whervpon he maid aduertiiment to the minifters of Edinbruche. 
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. It was a maift pleafand and confortable thing to be prefent at thefe Aflem- 
blies, thair was fie firequencie and reuerence, with holines in zeall at the doe- 
trine quhilk foundit mightelie, and the Seffiones at euerie melting, whar, efter 
eraeft prayer, maters war graulie and cleirlie proponit ; overtures maid be 
the wyfeft ; douttes reafonit and difcuffit be the lernedeft and maift quik ; and 
finalie, all withe a voice concluding vpon maters refolued and cleirit, and re- 
ferring things intricat and vncleired to farder advyfment. Namlie, it is to be 
noted, that in all thefe Aflemblies anent the polecie, ther was nocht fie a thing 
as a careing away of anie poinct with a number of vottes, an or ma, or by a pre- 
occupied purpofe or led courfe ; bot maters indifferentlie proponit, and efter 
beging light of God, and feafing the Scripture by conference and reafoning 
difcuffit, with large and fufficient tyme takin and diligentlie employed for that 
effect, all with a voice, in an confent and vnitie of mynd, determines and 
concludes. 

God glorified himielf notablie with that minifterie of Edinbruche in thefe 
dayes. The men haid knawlage, vprightnes, and zeall ; they dwelt verie 
commodiuflie togidder, as in a Collage, with a wounderfull confeat in varietie 
of giftes, all ftrak on a firing and foundet a harmonie. Jhone Dury was of 
finall literature, bot haid fein and marked the grait warks of God in the firft 
Reformation, and bein a doer bathe with toung and hand. He haid bein a 
diligent heirar of Mr Knox, and obferver of all his wayes. He conceavit the 
beft grounds of maters weill, and could vtter tham fearlie, fullie, and ferfullie, 
with a mightie fpreit, voice, and action. The fpeciall gift I marked in him 
was halines, and a daylie and nightlie cearfull, continuall walking with God 
in meditation and prayer. He was a verie guid fallow, and tuk delyt, as his 
fpeciall confort, to haiff his table and houfs filled with the beft men. Thefe 
he wald gladlie heir, with tham confer and talk, profeffing he was bot a 
buik bearer, and wald fean lern of thame ; and getting the ground and light of 
knawlage in anie guid poinct, then wald he reioyfe in God, praife and pray 
thervpon, and vrge it with fa cleir and forcible exhortation in aflemblies and 
pulpit, that he was efiimed a verie forderfum inftrument. Ther ludgit in his 
houfe at all thefe Aflemblies in Edinbruche, for comoun, Mr Andro Meluill, Mr 
Thomas Smeton, Mr Alexander Arbuthnot, thrie of the lernedeft in Europe ; 
Mr James Meluill, my vncle, Mr James Balfour, Dauid Fergufone, Dauid Home 
minifters ; with fum zelus, godlie barrones and gentilmen. In tyme of mealies, 
was reafoning vpon guid purpofes, namlie, maters in hand ; therefter erneft 
and lang prayer ; therefter a chaptour read, and euerie man about gaiff his 
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not and obferuation therof : Sa that giff all haid bein fett down in wryt, I 
haiff hard the lemedeft and of beft iudgment fay, they wald nocht haiff wiHed 
a fuller and better commentar nor fum tymes wald fall out in that exerceife. 
Therefter was fung a Pfalme ; efter the quhilk was conference and delibera- 
tion vpon the purpofes in hand ; and at night, befor going to bed, erneft and 
sealus prayer, according to the efteat and fuccefi of maters. And often tymes, 
yea, almoft daylie, all the Collage was togidder in an or vther of thair houfles ; 
for, befor Mr James Lawfone and Mr Walter war maried, they war burdit 
with Jhone Durie, and efter entring to thair awin houfles, keipit exceiding 
guid fallowfchipe togidder. 

Heir I man remember a fingular benefit of Gods prouidence and govern- 
ment towards me. I was then in the floure of my age, about a twa and twen- 
tie and thrie and twentie yeirs ; a young man nocht vnlowlie, and of nature 
verie lowing and amoirus, quhilk was the proped fchot of Sathan wharby to 
fhare me, and fpoill the haill wark of God in me. Manie lovers haid I, and 
film loves alio ; monie occafiones, in dy vers places and fortes of perfones, and 
nocht of inferior rank : Yit my guid God, of his frie grace and loue towards 
me, a vean, vyll, corrupt youthe, partlie by his fear wrought in my hart, 
partlie by necefiar occupation in my calling, and partlie be a certean fcham- 
faftnes of a bafhfull nature, quhilk he pat in me, fa keipit me that I was 
nocht owercome nor mifcaried be na woman, offenfiulie to his Kirk, nor grei- 
wflie to my confinence, in blotting of my bodie. I markit befor the occafion 
I haid of lerning to fing and play on inftruments of mufic in S. Andros, 
wharof my hart was verie defirus, bot from grait lkill wher in Grod keipit me ; 
far graitter and fweittar haid I in Glafgw of a gentilmans houls in the town, 
wha interteined maift expert fingars and players, and brought vpe all his 
berns therin, namlie, his eldeft dauchter, a verie pleafknd gentilwoman, en- 
dewit with manie guid verteus. I haid euerie yeir fum of this gentilmans 
fonnes my fchollars, and be that occafion was hamlie in his houls, and maift 
lowinglie and hartlie interteined. Affection enterit verie extreamlie betwix 
that gentlewoman and me, bot as God and man bathe knew, honeft and cheaft ; 
yit fie as giff my God, and the cairfull and fatherlie admonitiones and con- 
forts of my vncle, haid nocht fiipplied, it haid vndone me. Manie fear battels 
and greiws tentationnes did my God vphauld me in, and carie me throw, and 
at laft put in my hart a purpofe to feik and vfe that holie and lawfull remeid 
of manage, and therin, namlie, to refpect a helpe and confort for that calling, 
whervnto I haid adwowit myfelff. Sa be my banting to the General Afiem- 
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blies in Edinbruche, and takin with the godlie ordour and exerceife in the £*- 
milie of Jhone Dune, and with that cairfull walkine with God I Caw in him; 
as alio with fum appeirance of Gods face and honeftie I faw in the face and 
fafones of the bern, being bot about alleavin or twall yeirs of age, I refbiuit 
with my God to fettle my hart ther, tak hir for my loue, and put all vther 
out of my hart : And this almoft a four yeir befor our manage. 

1580. — The Generall Affemblie convenit at Dandle, July 1580, wharat Mr 
James Lawfone was moderator : The Kings Commiffionars war ther. Ther 
Epifcopatus was vtterlie abolifched, and all bruikand that office ordeanit to 
demit the fam, and with dew tryall to be receavit as paftors of particular 
congregationes de nouo, and that vnder pean of excommunication ; and the 
provinciall Synods immediatlie following to put the act in execution. Item, 
Anent the office of Reidars, that ther is nocht fie an office in the Kirk of God 
as of fimple reiding ; and therfor, all Reidars to be tryed within twa yeir, 
and giff they haiff nocht profited fa that they ar able to exhort with doctrine, 
to be depofit, and that nan fould be admitted, in tyme coming, to anie benefice 
that could do na mair bot reid. Alio manie delationes was maid of Papiffcs 
that had flocked hame with and efter Monfieur d'Obignie, wha haid prefenoe 
and credit at Court ; wheranent the Kings miniAers, Mr Jhone Crage and 
Jhone Dunkanfon war admonifed. 

At that Affemblie, Captan Robert Anftruther, father brother to the prefent 
Lard of Anftruther, wha haid fpendit his haill lyff in the warres in France, 
and haid atteined ther to honour and ritehes, moved of confidence, cam hame 
to end his lyff in his awin countrey, in the Reformed Kirk therin, and offerit 
himfelff as a penitent to the faid Affemblie, for being fa manie yeirs prefent at 
Mefe with his maifter, the King of France, knawin the ydolatrie therof, and 
profefling the trew religion in his hart The Affemblie remitted him to the 
Synod of Fyff and Prefbyterie of St Andros, to be receaued in the fawour of 
the Kirk, as he was the wintar therefter, and within a yeir died happelie full 
of dayes. He was a verie wyfe and valiant man in armes, fpendit all his 
tyme in the warres with grait honour, and yit haid the hape never to fched 
blud with his awin hand, nor to haiff his blud fchede. He left to the pure of 
the congregation of Kilrinny, whare he was born, and whare he died, the foum 
of a thowfand marks* 

That yeir was the Kings firft progrefe and promene athort his countrey, 
with fblemnities of entrefe in manie of his Hienes brouches ; and amangs the 
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reft of St Androe, whar we war for that prefent com from Dondie with the 
fupplication and articles of the Afiemblie, and keiping a dyet befor the Coun- 
lall about Alexander Cuninghame, in the mater mentioned befor. Whar, on 
a day, the gentilmen of the countrey about, haid a gyfe and farce to play be- 
for the King : His Ma"* was in the new Innes of the Abay, befor the win- 
dowes wharof, the fchow was to be maid. Grait confluence of peiple con vei- 
ned, and the place read with a fear circuit : It continowed void for the fpace 
of a lang houre, wither that his Ma 00 was nocht readie to behauld, or the 
playars to prefent thamfelues, I can nocht tell, bot, whill all ar gating and 
lunging for the play, in ftappes Schipper Lindfay, a knawin frenetic man, and 
paefles vpe and down in the circuit with a grait grauetie, his hands in his 
fyde, looking verie big and hiche. The man was of a grait telyie, weill 
bigged, of a large face, and guid manlie countenance, all rouche with heire, 
his toowes grait tuftes of heire, and als grait a tuft ypon the verie neb of 
his neafe ; his look was verie reafit and hiche : Wherat firft the peiple maid 
a noyfe with lauching; bot when he began to lpeak, he movit fie atten- 
tion as it haid bein to a preatcher, and indeid, for my part, I was mair 
movit with it then with monie preatchings. Ther he difcourfit with grait 
force of fprit and mightie voice, crying vpon all of all ranks and degries to 
heir him, and tak exemple be him, whow wicket and ryottous a man he haid 
bein; what he had done andconqueift be the fie, and whow he had fpendit it, 
and abofit himfelff be land ; and what maift iuftlie for that the grait God and 
iudge of the warld haid brought vpon him. He haid wit, he haid ritches, he 
haid ftrenthe and abilitie of body ; he haid fam and eftimation patting all of 
Us tread and rank ; bot all was vanitie, that maid him mifken his God, wha 
wald nocht be mSikenned, namlie, be the hicheft. And turning himfelff to 
the bofe windo, whar, in the nedmaift, the Erie of Morton was ftanding 
gnapping on his ftaff end, and the King and Monfieur d'Obignie aboue, he 
makes fie application to him in fpeciall as movit him throw the hart, and 
was marvellus in the eares of the heirare : For myfelff, I was eftonifthed and 
movit to tears, heiring and feing the man. Amangs the reft, he warned him, 
nocht obfeurlie, that his iudgment was neir, and bis dome was dichten. And 
indeid, the verie lam tyme was the platt a dreffin againft the Erie of Morton, 
na wayes knawin nor fufpected of anie in comoun. Sa that the plat leyers 
wald haiff fufpected a difcouerie, giff they haid nocht knawin the man to be 
lunatic and bereft of his wit I market the Erie, ftanding iuft foment him, 
movit with this firft interlude, as erneft and nocht play, la that during 
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all the fportes that followed, he altered never the grauitie of his counte- 
nance. 

In the monethe of October immediatlie therefter, the Generall Aflemblie 
conveinet at Edinbruche. Ther bifchopes callit vpon ; all war fund abfent. 
The actes m$id againft them ordeanit to be put in operation. Mr Andro 
Meluill, fear againft his will, decernit and ordeanit to tranfport himfelfF from 
Glafgw to St Andros, to begine the wark of Theologie ther, with lie as he 
thought meit to tak with him for that effect, conform to the leat reformation 
of that Vniuerfitie, and the New Collage therof, giffen in be the Kirk and 
pad in Parliament. Wharvpon compulfators of horning pad out againft him, 
and Mr Thomas Smeton ordeanit to be placed in the Collage of Glalgw in 
his roum. 

About this tyme relied happelie in the Lord, Mr Jhone Row, minifter of 
St Jhonftoun, a wyfe, grave father, and of guid literature, according to his 
tyme ; wha, be information of my vncle, Mr Andro, haid firft, in a Generall 
Aflemblie, be doctrine, cleirit all the heads of the difcipline, to the grait con- 
tentation of the haill Kirk ; and therefter continowit a conftant promoter 
therof to his end. 

The vacans befor, and all that yeir, I was refolued haillelie to haiff gean to 
France ; bot could na wayes obtein my vncles guid will, nor yit the guid 
breithrings, whafe iudgments I reuerenced ; yit I haid almoft prevealed till 
this tranfportation was concludit. And then, partlie moved with the low and 
reuerence of my vncle, whom I could nocht leaue, fo erneftlie defyrihg me to 
tak a part of that charge with him ; and partlie glad to be frie from the day- 
lie labor of regenting in Philofophie, to afcend to the profeflion and daylie 
trauell in Theologie, wharin I was blythe to fpend my haill lyff, I caft away 
that purpofe of France, and tuk me haillelie to tak part with my vncle, 
namlie, finding the approbation of all the guid breithring and calling of the 
Kirk to that purpofe. Yit a benefit, quhilk I haid of that purpofe, to pais in 
France, was the ftudie of the Frenche toung, wharto I was mikle giffen that 
yeir, and wherin, to fatiffie me, my vncle helped me graitlie, be conferring 
with me textes of Scripture ; alfo fum thing of the beft authors in the Frenche 
toung, as of Plutarches Lyves and Heliodors Ethiopic Hiftorie, conferring the 
Greik with the Frenche, wherby I profited in bathe, namlie, in the right 
pronunciation of the Frenche langage, quhilk is hardeft to attein vnto. Be 
quhilk occafion I tuk mikle delyt, and reade manie things in the Frenche 
langage. 
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We tuk leiue from Glafgw with infinit teares on bathe fydes, fa that fie as 
war our miflykers befor, (wharof, except fum Boyds and that Alexander Cun- 
inghame, ther was nan,) wald haiff fean kythed frindfehipe then ; and leaving 
Mr Thomas Smeton in the Principalis, and my cwfing, Mr Patrik Meluill, 
(fone to guid Roger, wha leatlie haid paft his conrfe in Philofophie ther,) in 
my roum, we cam to Edinbruche about the end of November, whare I fand 
my bern growand in grace and fawour with God and man, quhilk eafed me 
fum what of the langour of our frinds at Glafgw. . 

But the grait feir and cear quhilk was in my hart of my inhabilitie to vn- 
dertak and bear out fa grait a charge as to profefi Theologie and holie tounges 
amangs ministers and maifters, namlie, in that maift frequent Vniuerfitie of 
St Andros, amangs diuers alterit and difplacit, and therfor, malcontents and 
miflykers, occupied me fa, that I behouit to forgett all, and rin to my God and 
my buik. 

Mr James Lawfone, Jhone Dury, with the Lards of Bread and Faldown- 
fyde, convoyit ws to Londy, and fa with the Lard therof, to St Andros, and 
enterit ws in the Collage in the monethe of December, 1580. Mr Andro, 
principall maifter, Mr Jhone Robertfone, wha haid bein lang in that Collage 
befor, and haid ftudiet fum thing in Theologie, a guid weil conditionet man, 
but of finall literature and giftes, and me. Mr Andro maid his preface, and 
enterit to the comoun places : Sa did I, and enterit to the Hebrew Grammar. 
Mr Jhone did as he could in the New Teftament, bot was fupplied therin be 
the Principall, wha remitted na thing of his wounted peanes. 

At our firft entrie, ther was a ftudent chalmerit abon a lafted leache feller, 
in the quhilk fellar wrights war working, and it was full of dry timber and 
fpealles, grait and imall. The ftudent colling his candle in a morning, the 
coll falles throw the laft, and kendles the finall fpeals lyand alangs a plean- 
ing burde, and fa athort the houfi ; he comes out greitting and crying, quhilk, 
my chamber being nixt, I heir, and coming down with fpeid, lookes in at a 
window, and fies all the houfi athort in fyre, and the key of the dure could 
nocht be gottin. Giff I haid a dammift fear hart, God knowes, linking for 
na thing bot the burning of the haill place at our firft entrie, to the grait dif- 
courage and greiff of all guid men, and the ioy of the wicked, and fie as heated 
the wark. Wharfor, crying mightilie to God in my hart, I, with the auld 
portar, prefles the breaking of the dur in vean ; bot it pleafed God mercifullie 
to luik on and pitie the mater, lending the wright boy with the key onluikit 
for, and twa or thrie with water, wherby we quenched the fyre befor it tuk 
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hald of the gefts and lofting aboue ; and indeid, the houfs being fa full of dry 
timber and fpealles, it was a wounder to fie the fyre la foone flokned ; and 
that, quhilk I thought a fpeciall benefit, befor anie thing was hard therof in 
the town, or noyfe maid therabout ; bot it lank fa in my hart, that I could 
nocht forget nor conceill it, for danger of vnthankfulnes to God, wha fa mer- 
cifullie keipit that wark from lklander and difcuragment at the firft entrefs 
therto. 

Ther was nan that welcomde ws mair nor Mr Patrik Adamfone, called 
Bifchope, wha reforted to our leflbnes, and keiped verie familiar frindfchipe 
with Mr Andro, promifing what could ly in him for the Weill of that wark. 
He haid takin him to the minifterie of St Andros, and teatched twyie in the 
ouk exceiding fweitlie and eloquentlie ; but the Sabothes at efter noone, 
vaked becaufe of Mr Robert Hamiltons feiklines, wha was ordinar minifter. 
And therfor, at the defyre of fum of the eldars of the kirk fend from the Sef- 
fion, I occupied the pulpit on the Sabaths at efter noone, lyk as the Principall 
did often tymes in the forenoone, in abfence of the Bifchope. Thus it pleafed 
God, of vnfpeakable grace, to hald the mouthe quhilk he haid opened, found- 
ing his treuthe and praife, quhilk was done with grait tentationes and mikle 
trembling and fear in the prefent tyme, bot now rememberit to the graitteft 
ioy of my hart. And thus we war occupied all the ouk in the fchoolls, and in 
the Kirk on the Sabothe, quhilk was' my onlie releiff againft monie foolifhe 
thoughts and languiffing cears, and held me fall vpon my God, with erneft 
wakryffnes, to beg his grace. 

Ther was twa things that daylie ftereit me vpe to thankfulnes toward God, 
and erneft indewour in my calling. That an, when I lewked vpon fie as haid 
bein maifters and regents when I was a fchollar, now to be receavers of in- 
ftruction out of my mouthe, faying oft with Dauid, " Thow has maid me 
wyfar nor my teatchers." Another, I faw a condifciple of myne, mentioned 
befor, Mr Dauid Elifon be name, wha was the belt fchollar of his clafs all the 
tyme of our courfe, and going to France with the Clark Regiftar fonnes, ther 
he falles in a phrenefie and daffing, quhilk keipit him to his deathe ; whom, 
when I beheld out of the pulpit in the fcholles, and rememberit the mercifull 
working of my God with mie, my breift could nocht contein my breathe nor 
my eis teares. Then I had the honour of him, to whome all honour aperteines, 
to be the teatcher of Mr Robert Rolloc, of moft worthie memorie, the He- 
brew toung, wha reforted ordinarlie to my leflbne and chalmer for that effect. 
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1581. — The GeneraU Aflemblie oonveined at Glafgw in Apryll, 1581, wher- 
at, throw diftance of place, and the new beginning of our wark in St Andros, 
Mr Andro thought lang nocht to be ; bot at laft, borrowing a guid horfs from 
the Bifchope, affhand takes iorney and keipes that Aflemblie. Therin the of- 
fice of Bifchopes, as they war mentioned, iudged damnable. The Act of Dondie 
cleirliar exponit and ordeanit to be put in execution. The ordour of Prefby- 
teries, in all prouinces, fett down, and Commiffionars apointed for eftabliffing 
of the fam. The Kings Confeffion, publifhed for removing fufpition of Pa- 
piftrie from the Court, lighted and allowit. This Confeffion is maift notable ; 
bot becaufe it is publict and comoun in the houfles and hands of all, I haue 
omitted it. Bot, namlie, the buik of the Polecie, efter almaift a ten yeirs la- 
bours, was throwlie, and in everie poind, ratified and ordeanit to be inregiftrat 
in the buiks of the Aflemblie, and copies therof given furthe to all provinces. 
The quhilk, becaufe this declyning age is beginning to forget and flipe fra, I 
thought guid to infert in this place, wharof the tenor folio wes : — 



THE HEADS AND CONCLUSIONS OF THE POLECIE OF THE KIRK, 1581. 

CAP. I. 

Of the Kirk and Polecie therof in generaU, and wherin it is different from the Ciuill Polecie* 

I. Conclusion. 

Proposition 1. The Kirk of God is fam tymes larglie tean for all them that profefles the 
Eoangell of Jefns Chryft ; and fa it is a, companie and fellowfchipe, nocht onlie of the Godlie, bot 
alfo of hypocrites profefiing, alwayes ontwardlie, a trew relligion. 

2. Vther tymes it is taken for the godlie and elect onlie ; and fam tymes for them wha exerceifes 
the fpiritoall fanctiones amangs the congregation of them that profefles the treuthe. 

3. The Kirk, in the laft fence, hes a certean power granted be God, according to the qahilk, it 
▼fes a propre iorifdiction and government ezercit to the comfort of the haill Kirk. 

4. This powar ecclefiaftical, is a powar and anthoritie granted be God the Father, throw the 
Mediator Jefos Chryft, vnto fie wha hes the fpeciall government of the Kirk committed to them 
be lawrall calling, according to the Word of God. 

5. The polecie of the Kirk, flowing from this powar, is an ordoor or form of fpiritoall govern- 
ment, ezercit be the members apointed therto be the Word of God giffen be Chryft vnto his office 
bearers, to be vfit for the Weill of the haill bodie of his Kirk. 

6. This powar is dinorttie vfit ; for fam tymes it is feaerallie exercit, (cheiflie be the teatchero,) 
fun tyme conionctlie be mntoall confent of them that bean the office and charge efter the form of 
mdgment : That an is comounlie caflit, Poteftas ordinis ; that vther, Poteftas iorifdictionis. 
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7. Tbefe twa kynds of powar hes bathe a author and ground, and a finall canfe, bot ar different 
in tbe form and manor of execution; as is enident in the fpeaking of our Maifter in the 16 and 18 
of Mathew. 

8* This powar and polecie ecclefiaflicaJl ia different and diflant in ther awin nature fira that 
powar and polecie qubilk is callet Ciuill, aperteinand to the duill government of the Comoun weill, 
albeit they be bathe of God, and tend to a end, giff they be rightlie vfit ; to wit, to advance the 
glore of God, and to haiff guid fubiects. 

9. For this powar ecclefiaftical flowes immediatlie from God, throw the Mediator Jefus Chryft, 
and is fpirituall, nocht haiffing a temporall head on erthe, bot onlie Chryft the fpiritoal king and 
governour of his Kirk, now in glorie within the heavines, at the right hand of his father. 

10. Therfor, this powar and polecie of the Kirk fbnld lein vpcn the Word immediatlie, as the 
onlie ground therof, and fould be takin from the pure fonteaos of the Scripture ; heiring the voice 
of Chryft the onlie king of his Kirk, and therfor fche fhould be rewlit be his lawes alleaneriie. 

11. It is a tytle falflie vfurpit be Antichryft, to call himfelff head of the Kirk, and aught nocht 
to be attributit to angell or man, of what efteat foeuer he be, faring to Chryft Jefus, the onlie head 
and monarche of his Kirk. 

12. It is proper to kings, princes, and magistrates, to be callit Lords and Dominators ower thair 
fubiects, whom they govern duilie ; bot it is proper to Chryft alean to be callit Lord and Maifter 
in the fpirituall government of the Kirk. Nor aught anie that bears office therin to vfurpe domi- 
nion, or be callit Lords within the Kirk, bot onlie minifters, difciples, and fervants ; for it is Chryft* 
proper office to command and reull his Kirk vniuerfall, and euerie particular Kirk, throw his fpreit 
and word be the minifterie of men. 

13. Nochtwithftanding as the minifters and vthera of the ecclefiaftical efteat ar fubiect to the 
magiftrat ciuilie, fa aught the perfone of the magiftrat to the Kirk fpiritualie, and in ecclefiafticall 
government and difcipline. 

14. The exerceife of bathe thir iurifdictiones can nocht ftand in a perfone ordinarlie. 

15. The ciuill powar is callit the powar of the fword ; the vther is callit the powar of the keyes. 

16. The ciuill powar fould command the fpirituall to exerceife and do thair office according to 
the Word of God. The fpirituall reulars fould require the Chriftian magiftrat to minifter iuflice 
and punifhe vyce, and to meantein the libertie and quietnes of the Kirk within thair boundes. 

17. The magiftrat commandit externall things for externall peace and quietnes amangs the fub- 
iects. The miniftrie handlit onlie externall things for confcience caufe. 

18. The magiftrats handlit onlie externall things and actiones don befor men ; bot the fpirituall 
rewlars iudge bathe inwart affectiones and externall actiones, in refpect of confcience, be the Word 
of God. 

19. The ciuill magiftrat crawes and gettes obedience be the fworde and vther externall meanes ; 
bot the miniftrie be the fpirituall fword and meanes. 

20. The magiftrat nather aught to pretche the Word, minifter the Sacraments, nor execut the 
Cenfours of the Kirk, nor yit prefcryve anie form or reull whow it fould be done, bot command the 
minifter to obferue the reull commandit in the Word of God, and punifhe the tranfgreflbura be 
ciuill meanes. The minifter, on the vther part, exerces nocht the ciuill iurifdiction, but teatches 
the magiftrat whow it fould be done according to the Word of God. 

21. The magiftrat aught to affift, meantein, and fortifie the Jurifdictkra of the Kirk. The mi- 
nifter fould aifift thair prince in all things aggreiable vnto the Word of God, provyding they neglect 
nocht thair awin charge be involuing themfelues in ciuill effeares. 
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22. Finalie, As minifters ar fobiect to the iodgment and punifment of the magiftrats in externall 
things if they offend, £a aught the magiftrates to fubmit themfelnes to the difcipline of the Kirk, if 
they tranfgrefe in maters of religion and confcience. 



CAP. IL 

Of the parts of the Polecie of the Kirk, and perform and office bearers, to fvhome the adminiflra- 

tion thereof is committed. 

1. As in the dull polecie, the wholl eomoon weill coniiftes in the governoors or magiftrats, and 
fie as ar governit or fubiects ; fa, in the polecie of the Kirk, fnm ar apointed to be reulars, and 
the reft of the members therof to be rewled and obey acording to the Word of God and infpiration 
of his fpreit, alwayes vnder that an head and governoor, Chryft Jefus. 

2. Again, the haill polecie of the Kirk conMes in Air things :— *In doctrine, in difcipline, and 
in diftribattonu With doctrine annexit the adminifiration of the Sacraments. 

3. And according to the partes of this dinifion aryfethe a thriemold fort. of officiars in the Kirk ; 
to wit, of minifters or preachonrs ; of eldars or goyernonrs ; and of deacones or diftributars. And 
all thefe may be called be a generall word, Minifters of the Kirk. 

4. For albeit the Kirks of God be renled and governed be Jefus Chryft, wha is the onlie King, 
hie prieft, and head therof, yit he vfes the minifterie of men as a maift necefiarie midds for his 
purpofe. 

5. For & he hes, from tyme to tyme, befor the Law, vnder the Law, and in the tyme of the 
Evangel], for oar grait comfort reafed vpe men indewed with the gifts of the Spreit, for the fpi- 
ritttall government of his Kirk, for the exerceifing and bearing of his awin powar, throw the Spirit 
and Word to the building of the fern. 

6. And to tak away all occafion of tyrannie, he will that they fonld rewell, with mntnall confent 
of breithring and asqoalitie, euerie an according to thair fonctiones. 

7. In the New Teftament and tyme of the Enangell, he hes vfit the minifterie of the Apoftles, 
prophets, enangelifts, paftors, and doctors, in admimftration of the Word ; the Eldarfchip for gnid 
ordonr and adminifiration of difcipline, and the Deaconfchipe to bane cure of the Kirk guiddes. 

8. Sum of thir eccleftafticall fonctiones ar ordinar, and fom extraordinar or temporall. 

9. The office of Apoftles, Eoangelifts, and Prophets, ar nocht perpetnall, hot ferving for the 
firft planting of the Kirk, now haiff ceaffit, except when it pleafethe God extraordinarlie to fteire 
vpe fom of tham for a tyme againe* 

10. Ther ar four ordinar fonctiones, or offices, in the Kirk of God : The office of the Pallor, 
Minifter, or Bifchope ; the office of Doctor ; of the Prefbyter or Eldar, and of the Deacon. 

11. Thir offices are ordinar, and aught to contioow perpetoalie in the Kirk, as necefiarie for 
the government and polecie of the (am ; and na ma offices aught to be receavit or fufferit in the 
trew Kirk of God eftablhTed acording to his Word. 

12. Therfor, all the ambitios tytilles inventit in the Kingdome of Antichryft, and in his vforped 
Hierarchie, quhilk ar nocht of thir fortes, togidder with the offices depending thervpon, in a word, 
aught to be reiected. 
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CAP. III. 

Whom the perfons that be in ecclefiqfticaU offices ar admitted to thair Junction*. 

1. Vocation or calling, ia comonn to all that fonld bear office within the Kirk, quhilk ia a law- 
full way be the qnhilk qualefiet perfones ar permitted to anie fpiritnall office within the Kirk of God. 

2. Without this lawfull calling it waa never leifome to anie perfone to middle with anie func- 
tion ecdefiafticaL 

3. Ther is twa fortes of calling ; ane extraordinary immediatelie be God, as war the Prophets 
and ApofUes, quhilk, in Kirks eftablifled, and alreadie weill reformed, hes na place. 

4. That vther calling is ordinar, quhilk, befyde the calling of God, and inwart teftimonie of guid 
confcience, hes the lawfnll approbation and outward iudgment of men according to Gods word and 
ordour eftablifed in his Kirk. 

5. Nan aught to prefume to enter in anie ecclefiafticall office without he haiff this guid tefti- 
monie of confcience befor God, wha onlie knawes the harts of men. 

6. This ordinar and outward calling hes twa partes : Election and Ordination. 

7. Election is the chafing out of a perfone or perfones maift habill to that office that veakes, be 
the iudgment of the eldarfchipe and confent of the congregation, whenmto the perfone or perfones 
ar to be anointed. 

8. The qualities in generall requifit in all them wha fonld bear charge in the Kirk, confides in 
foundnes of religion and godlines of lyff, according as they ar fufficientlie fett furtbe in the Word. 

9. In this ordour of Election is to be efchewit, that na perfone be intrufit in anie of the offices 
of the Kirk againft the will of the congregation, over quhilk they ar to be anointed, or without 
the vot of the eldarfchipe. 

10. Nan aught to be intrudit or put in the places alreadie planted, nor in anie roum that reakee 
for anie warldlie refpect. And that quhilk is called the benefice, fonld be nathing els bot the ftipend 
of the minifter wha is lawfullie called and elected. 

11. Ordination is the feneration and fanctefeing of the perfone elected to God and his Kirk, 
efter he be weill tryed and fund qualifiet 

12. The ceremonies of Ordination ar, failing, prayer, and impofition of the hands of the eldarfchipe. 

13. All thir, as they ar ordinat of God, and maid able be him for the wark whervnto they ar 
limited within Gods word, fa aught they nocht to pas the bounds therof. 

14. All thefe office bearers fould haiff ther awin particular flocks, whom amangs they exerceife 
thair charge, and fould mak refidence with tham, and tak the infpection and owerfight of tham, 
euerie ane in his vocation. And generalie thir twa things aught they all to refpect : the glorie of 
God, and edifeing of his Kirk, in difcharging the dewties in ther calling. 



CAP. IV. 

Of the Office bearers in particular; andjirft, of the Pqflor or Minifter. 

1. Paftors, or bifchops, or minifters, ar they wha ar apointed to particular congregationes and 
kirks, quhilk they reull be the Word of God, and ower the quhilk they watche. In refpect wharof, 
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fam tymes they are called paftors for feiding of thair flocks ; fum tym tmnuwi, or bifchopes, be- 
caufe they watche over the congregation ; fam tym nrinifters, be reafone of thair fervice and office ; 
fam tyme alfo preibyters, or feniores, or eldars, for thair age, grauitie, and manors, quhilk they 
aught to haiff in taking care of the fpiritaall government, that aught to be maift deir vnto tbam. 

2. They that ar called to the minifterie, or that offer thamfeluea thervnto, aught nocht to be 
elected without a certean flocke be afiigned vnto tham. 

3. Na man aught to ingyre himfelff, or vfurpe this office, without a lawfall calling. 

4* They wba ar annea callit be God, and dewlie elected be man, efter that they haiff annes ac- 
cepted the charge of the minifterie, may nocht leaue thair function. 

5. The defertoura fould be admonifched, and, in caife of obftinacie, finalie excommunicat. 

6. Na paftor may leaue his flock without licence of the Provincial! or Nationall Aflemblie ; giff 
he do vtherwayes, efter admonition nocht obeyit, let the cenfours of the Kirk ftrik vpon him. 

7. Vnto paftors of the Kirk aperteines the teatching of the Word of God, in feafone and out of 
feafone, publictlie and priuatlie; alwayes teatching to edifie and difcharge of his confcience be 
Gods Word prefcryvit to him. 

8. Vnto the paftors onlie aperteines the adminiftration of the Sacraments in lyk maner as of the 
Word, for batjbe ar apointed be God as meanes to teatcbe ws, that an be the eir, that vther be the 
ei and vther fenfes, that by baithe knawlage may be tranfYerrit to the mynd. 

9. It aperteines be the fam reafone to the Paftor to pray for the peiple, and, namlie, for the 
flock committed to his charge, and to blife tbam in the nam of the Lord, wha will nocht fuffer the 
bleffing of his fatbfull fervands to be without effect 

10. He aught to watche aboue the maners of his flock, that he may the better apply to tham, 
in rebuking diftblut pet fones, and exhorting the godlie to continow in holinea and the feir of the Lord. 

11. It apperteines to the minifter, efter lawfoll proceiding be the eldarfchipe, to pronunce the 
fentence of binding and lowfing vpon anie perfone, according to the powar of the keyes granted to 
the Kirk. 

12. It belanges to him in lyk waves, efter lawfoll proceiding of the eldarfchipe, to folemnize the 
band of manage, and blife the perfones ioynet therin. 

13. And generalie all denunciationes that ar to be maid in the kirk, befor the congregation, con- 
cerning ecclefiaftical offences, belanges to the office of the minifterie, for he is the mouthe, mef- 
finger, and beranld of God, betwix him and his peiple in all there effeares. 



CAP. V, 

Of Doctors and thair office, and of the Scholles. 

1. Ane of the twa ordinar and perpetuallfunctiones that trauelles in the Word, is the office of a 
Doctor, wha may alfo be called a Prophet, Bifchope, Elder, or Catechifar, that is, a teatcher of the 
Catechifme and Rudiments of Religion. 

2. His office is to opin vpe the mynd of the fpreit of God within the Scriptures, fimplie with- 
out fie application aa the minifter vfes, to that end that the fatbfull may be inftructed in the right 
warrands of halfome doctrine ; and that the puritie therof may abyde in the Kirk, vncorrupted be 
ignorance and euill opiniones. 



I» 
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3. He is different from the Paftor, nocht onlie in name bot in diuerfitie of giftes ; for to the 
Doctor ifl giffen the word of knawlage, to open vpe, be fimple doctrine, the myfteries of fathe : To 
the paftor the gift of wefdome, to apply the fam be exhortation to the manors of the nocks, as oc- 
caiion fervit. « 

4. Vnder the name and office of a Doctor, we comprehend the ordour of Scholes in Collages and 
Vniuerfities, qnhilk hes bein meanteined carfnlHe, alfweill amang the Jewes and Chriftianes as 
profane nationes. 

5. The Doctor being an Eldar, as laid is, fonld affift the Faftor in the government of the Kirk, 
and concore with the eldars, his breithring, in all Aflemblies, be reafone the interpretation of the 
Word, qnhilk is onlie indge in ecclefiaftical maters, is committed to his charge. 

6. Bot to preatche vnto the peiple, to minifter the Sacraments, and to celebrat manage, per- 
teines nocht to the Doctor, vnles he be Ytherwayes callit ordinarlie ; whowbeit, the Paftor may 
teatche in the Scholles as he wha hes the gift of knawlage, oftentymes meit therfor, as the exemple 
of Policarpus and Ythers does teftifie. 



CAP. VI. 

Of the Eldars and thair office. 

1. The nam of Eldar in the Scripture is fnmtyme the nam of age, and fnmtyme of office. 

2. When it is the nam of office, fnmtyme it is taken larglie, comprehending alfweill the paftors 
and doctors, as tham wha ar comounlie callit Seniors or Eldars. 

3. In this our diuifion, we call thofe Eldars, whom the Apoftle tytQles Prefidents or Governonra. 

4. Thair office, as it is ordinair, fa it is perpetnall, and alwayes neceflar in the Kirk of God. 

5. The Eldarfchipe is a fpiritnall function as the minifterie. 

6. Eldars annes called to the office lawfullie, and haiffing the gifts of God meit to exerceife the 
fam, may nocht leaue it againe. 

7. Albeit fie a nomber of eldars may be fchofin in certean congregations, that an part of them 
may releiue an vther for a reafonable fpace, as was amangs the Lenites vnder the law in ferving of 
the temple. 

8. The number of Eldars in euerie congregation can nocht be limitat, bot fonld be according to 
the bounds and neceffitie of the peiple. 

9. It is nocht neceflar that all the eldars be alfo teatchars of the Word, albeit cheifiie they aught 
to be fie, and fa worthie of double honnour. 

10. What maner of perfones they aught to be, we referre it to the exprefs Word, namlie, the 
Canons wrytten be the Apoftles. 

11. Thair office is alfo, feueralie as coniunctlie, to watche dOigentlie vpon the flock committed 
to thair charge, bathe publictlie and priuatlie, that na corruption of relligion or manors enter therin. 

12. As the paftors and doctors fonld be diligent in fawing the feid of the Word, fa fonld the 
eldars be cairfull in feiking the fruitt of the fiun amangs the peiple. 

IS. It aperteines to tham to affift the paftoro in examination of them that comes to the Lords 
Table, and in vifiting of the feik. 

14. They fould be cairfull to caufe the Actes of the Aflemblie, alfweill particular as provincial!, 
or generall, to be put in execution. 
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15. They fould be dfligent in admonifing all men of tbair dewtie, according to the reoll of the 
Evangell. 

16. Things that can nocht be corrected be prinie admonition, they fonld bring and deleat to the 
Elderfchipe. 

17. Thair principall office is to hanld aflemblies with the pallors and doctors, wha ar alfo of 
thair nomber, for eftabliffing of guid ordour and execution of difcipline. Vnto the qohilk aflemblie 
all men ar fnbiect that remeanes within thair bounds. 



CAP. VII. 

Of EMarf chips, Affemblki, and of Difcipline. 

1. Elderfchipee or Aflemblies ar conftitut of Parlors, Doctors, and Eldaro, that labour nocht in 
the Word, of whom and of whafe fenerall powar has bein fpoken. 

2. Aflemblies ar of four fortes, for ather ar they of particular kirks and congregationnes, an or 
ma, ather of a province, ather of a haill nation, or of all and findrie nationes profefling Jefos Chryft. 

3. All Ecclefiailicall Aflemblies hes powar to convein lawfullie togidder, for treating of things 
concerning the Kirk and thair charge. 

4. They haiff powar till apoint tymes and places to that effect, and a Aflemblie to appoint dyet, 
tyme, and place for an other. * 

5. In all Aflemblies a Moderator fonld be chofin be comonn confent of the haill breithring 
convenit, wba fonld pray, propone maters, put in reafoning, gather the vottes, and keipe the Af- 
iemblie in gnid ordour. 

6. Tent fonld be tean be the Moderator, that onlie ecclefiailicall maters be bandlit in Aflem- 
blies, and na melKng with anie thing perteining to the Ciuill Jurisdiction, 

7. Euerie Aflemblie hes powar to fend furthe from them a nomber, an or ma vifitors to fie 
whow maters ar handlit in the bounds of thair iurifdiction. 

8. Vifitation of ma Kirks is na ordinar office ecclefiailicall in the perfone of a man ; nather may 
the name of a Bifchope be attribntit to the vifitour onlie ; nather is it neceflar to abyde alwayes in 
the perfone of a man, bot it is the part of the Elderfchipe to fend out qualefiet perfones to vifeit. 

9. The finall end of all Aflemblies is, firfl to keipe the relligion and doctrin in puretie, without 
errour and corruption ; nixt, to keipe comlie and gnid ordour in the Kirk. 

10. For this ordours caufe they may mak certean reulles and conftitutions aperteining to the 
gnid behauiour of all the members of the Kirk, in thair vifitation. 

11. They haiff powar alfo till abolUhe and abrogat all flatutes and ordinances concerning ec- 
clefiailicall maters that ar fund noyfum or vnprofitable, and aggrie nocht with the tyme, or ah* 
bufed be the peiple. 

12. They haiff powar till execut ecclefiailicall difcipline and punifment vpon all tranfgreflburs 
and proude contemners of .all guid ordour and polecie of the Kirk : And fa the haill difcipline is in 
thair hands. 

13. The firfl kynd and fort of Aflemblies, albeit they be within particular congregationes, yit 
they exerceife the powar and iurifdiction of the Kirk with mutuall confent, and therfor bears the 
nam of the Kirk. 

14. When we fpeak of particular congregationes, we mein nocht that euerie particular paroche 

K 
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kirk can, or may, haiff thair awin particular elderfchipe fpeckhe to Landwart, bot we think tbre, 
four, ma or fewar, particular kirks may haiff a comonn elderfchipe vnto tham all to indge in e6- 
defiafticall caufles. 

15. Albeit it is meit that fum of the Eldars be chofin out of euerie particular congregation, to 
concur with the reft of thair brethring in the comonn aflemblie, and to tak vpe the delationes of 
offences within ther awin kirks, and bring tham therto. 

16. This we gather of the practife of the primitive Kirk, whar eldars, or Collages of Senior* 
war conftitut in cities and famous places. 

17. The powar of the particular elderfchipe, is to giff diligent labours in the bonndes committed 
to thair charge, that the kirks be keipit in gnid ordour, to inqnyre diligentlie of nanghtie and vn- 
godlie perfones, to tranell to bring tham in the way againe, be admonition, thretning of Gods 
iudgments, or be correction of cenfoum 

18. It apperteines to the Elderfchipe to tak heid that the Word of God be pnrlie teatcbed 
within thair bounds, and Sacraments dewlie miniftrat, the difcipline menteined, and the ecctefi- 
afticall guide vncorruptlie diftribut. 

19. It belanges to this kynd of Aflemblies to cauie the ordonnances maid be the provincialles, 
Nationall and Generall, to be keipit and pnt in execution. 

20. To mak conftitationes concerning ri vgfcrw in the Kirk, for decent ardour of the particular 
kirks whar they govern, prouyding they alter na rewles maid be the Provinciall or Generall AC- 
femblies. And that they mak the Provinciall Aflemblies reulles to fie as they fall mak ; and 
aboliihe conftitutiones tending to the hurt of the lam. 

21. It hes powar to excommunicat the obftinat, 

22. The powar of election of tham wha beares ecdefiafticall charges, perteines to this kynd of 
Aflemblie within thair awin bounds, being weill erected and conftitut of parlors and doctors of 
fuffident abilitie. 

23. Be Elderfchipe, or Preibyterie, is meined fie as ar conftitut of Paftors, doctors, and fie as 
ar now called Eldars. 

24. Be the lyk reafone thair depofition aperteines alfo to tins kynd of Aflemblie, as of tham 
that teatche erronius doctrin and corrupt ; that be of iklanderus lyff, and efter admonition, amend 
nocht ; that ar giffen to fchifme, or rebellion, againft the Kirk ; to blafphemie manifeft ; to fy* 
monie, and all corruption of brybes, faHhode, periurie, hurdom, thift, drunkennes, flyting, feght- 
ing, wortbie of punifment be the law ; vfurie, danfing, and fie diflblutiones and crymes that im- 
portes ciuill infamie ; and all vthers that deferues feparation fra the Kirk. 

25. Thefe alfo, wha ar fund altogidder infufficient to execut thair charges, fould be depofit ; 
wbarof vther Kirks wald be aduerttfed that they receaue nocht the perfones depofit. 

26. Albeit, they aught nocht to be depofed, wha, throw age, feiknes, or vther accidents, be- 
comes vnmeit to do thair office ; in the quhilk cais, thair honour fould remean vnto tham, thair 
kirks fould meantein tham, and vthers aught to be prouydit to do thair office. 

27. Provincial Aflemblies we call lawful! conventiones of the Paftors, Doctors, and Eldars of 
an province, gathered for the comoun effeares of the Kirk therof, quhilk alfo may be callit the 
Conference of Kirk and breithring. 

28. Thir Aflemblies ar conftitut for weghtie maters, neceflfcr to be intreated be mutuall confent 
and affent of breithring within that province, as neid requyres. 

29. This Aflemblie hes powar to handle, order, and redrefi all things committed or done amtfa 
in the particular aflemblies or prefbyteries. 
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SO. It hes powar to depofe the office bearers of that province for gnid and iuft caufles, defer- 
uing deprivation. 

31. And, generalie, thir Aflembliea hes the haill powar of toe parttcnUa 4 elderfchippes wherof 
they ar collected* 

- 32. An Nationall Aflemblie, (quhilk u ov Generall of thia realm,) k alawfull Convention of 
the Kirks of that haill realme or nation, whar it ia vfit to be gadderit for the comoun efieares of 
the Kirk, and may be callit the Generall Elderfchipe of the haill Kirk within the realme. 

33.. Nan ar fobiect to repeare to thia Aflemblie to wot therm, but ecclefiafticall perfones in fie 
■amber aa falbe thought gnid be the lam* Aflemblie; nocht excluding vther perfbnes that will re- 
peare to the (hid Aflemblie, and ther propone, beuy and reafone oidottrlie* 

34. Thia Aflemblie ia conftitut, that things omitted or done amfrs in the Provinciall Aflembliea 
may be redreffit, and things generalie ferving for the Weill of the haill body of $e Kirk in that 
realme may be forefein, intreated, and fett fartbe to Gods glorie. • - 

35. It fill cair that Kirkea be planted in places whar they ar nocht. 

36. It (bold prefcryre the renll whow the vther' twa kymd of Aflembliea, Amid proceid in all 



• 37. This Aflemblie fonld tak held that the fpiritoall inrifdiction and duill be nocht coufbundit, 
to the hart of the Kirk* 

38. That the Patrimonie of the Kirk be nocht diminifched nor abbnflt. 

39. And, generalie, concerning all wegbtie effearea qnhilka concernes the waOl and gnid ordour 
of the Kirk vmuerlall of thia realm, it aught to interpon hir anthoritie tbervnto. 



CAP. VIIL 
Of the Deocones and thair office, the Iq/t ordinar function in the Kirk. 

1. The word Deacon is fnm tyme larglie takin, comprehending all them that bear office in the 
miniftrie and fpiritoall function of the Kirk. 

2. Bot now aa we fpeik, it is tean onlie for tham to whom the collection, and diftribution, of the 
alines of the fathfall and of the Kirk golds does belang. 

8. The office of the Deacon, fo takin, is an ordour and perpetuall ecclefiafticall (miction in the 
Kirk pf Chryft. 

4. Of what properties and beauties he aught to be that is called to thia function, we remit to 
the manifeft Scripture. 

5. The Deacon aught to be elected and called as the reft of the fpirituall officiars, as was fpoken 
of befor. 

6. Thair office and powar is to collect and diftribut the haill ecclefiafticall guids vnto tham to 
whom they ar apointed. 

7. This they aught to do according to the iudgment and apointment of the prefbyteries and el- 
darfchips, of the quhilks the deacones ar nocht, that the patrimonie of the Kirk and pure be nocht 
iaternerted to privat mens vies, nor wraogfallie diftributed. 
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CAP. IX. 

i 

Of the Patrimonii of the Kirk, and diftribution therqf. 

1. Be the patrimonie of the Kirk we inein whatfameiier thing has bein at aaie tyme befor, or 
falbe in tyme coming, doted and giwen, or he confent and vninerfall cuftom of countreyes pro* 
feffing Chriflian religion, anointed to the publict vie and vtilitie of the Kirk* 

2. Sa that vnder this patrimonie we comprehend, firft, all things gewin, or to be gewin, to the 
Kirk and fervice of God, as lands, bigings, pofieffionet, annnalrents, and all fie lyk wherwith the 
Kirk is dotted, ather be donation, fandation, or mortification, or anie vther lawfoll tytles, be kings* 
princes, or anie inferionr perfbnes, giwen to God and his Kirk, with the continual! oblationes of 
the fathfull. 

3. We comprehend alfo all fie things, as be Lawes, Cnftome, or vfe of Countreyes, hes bem 
applyed to the vfe and vtilitie of the Kirk ; of the qnhilk fort ar the Teinds, fmall and graft, Manfes, 
Gleibs, and fie lyk, qnhilk, by comonn and mnnicipall lawea and vmuerfall cnftome, ar pofiefled 
be the Kirk, 

4. To tak away onie thing of this patrimonie be vnlawfaD meanes, and convert it to the parti- 
cular and profean vfe of anie man, we bald it a deteftable facrilege befor God* 

5. The gnids ecclefiafticall. aught to be collected and diftribnt be the deacones, as the Word of 
God apoints, that they wha bears office in the Kirk may be pronydit for without cear and follicitnde. 

6. In the Apoftolicall Kirk the Deacones war anointed to diftribnt whatfoener was collected of 
the fathfull to the neceffitie of the faincts, fa that nan lakh amangs them* 

7. Thefe Deacones was nocht onlie collectors of that qnhilk was gathered in maner of Almes, 
(as fum fuppofe,) bot of vthers gnids movable and vnmouable, of lands and pofiefiiones, the pryce 
wherof was brought and leyit at the feit of the Apoftles* 

8* This office continowed in the Deacones hands, wha intromeated with the haill gnids of the 
Kirk, ay whill the efteat therof was corrupted be that Antichryft, as the ancient Canones does witnefs* 

9. The ftm Canones makes mention of a four fauld diftribution of the patrimonie of the Kirk, 
wharof a part was apointed for the paftors or bifchopes, for thair fnftentation and hofpitalitie ; the 
fecond to the eldars and deacones, and all the clargie ; the thride to the pure feik perfones and 
ftrangers ; the f ourt for the fabric and vphauld of the Kirks and vther effeares, namlie extraordinar. 

10* We ad heir vnto the Scholles and Scholmaifters, qnhilk may be Weill fufteined of the fam 
gnids, and ar comprehendit vnder the clargie, to whom we ioyne the Clerks of the Aflemblies, alf- 
weill particular as general], Syndics or Procurators of the Kirks effeares, Takers vpe of the pfclme, 
with fie lyk vther ordinar offices of the Kirk, fa far as they ar necefiar. 



CAP* X. 



Of the Office if a Ckriftian Magijtrat. 



1. Albeit all the members of the Kirk be baldin enerie an in thair vocation, to advance the 
Kingdome of Jefus Chryft, fa far as lyes in thair powar ; yit, cheiflie and namlie, Chriflian princes, 
kingB, and magiftrates, ar hanldin to do the fam. 
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2. Far they ar callit in the Scriptures, Nuriihars of the Kirk, forfamikle as he tham, (at leaft 
anght to be,) meantened, fofterit, vphauldin, and defendit againft all that wald procure the but of 

the fiun. 

S. Se it aperteines to the office of a Chriftian magiftrat till affift and fortefie the godlie proceid* 
ings of the Kirk in all behalfis ; and, namlie, to fie that the publict efteat and minifterie therof be 
meanteined and fufteined as aperteines, conform to the Word of God* 

4. To fie that the Kirk of God be nocht invadit nor hurt be falls teatchers, or hyrlings, nor the 
roumes therof occupied be dam dogges and ydle bellies. 

5. To affift and meantein the difcipline of the Kirk, and puniihe tham ciuilie that will nocht 
obey the cenfores of the fern, without confounding alwayes the an iurifdiction with the vther. 

6. To fie that fufficient prouifion be maid for the minifterie, fcholles, and pure; and giff they 
haiff nocht fufficient for avatfag on thair charges to fupport thair indigences, euen with thair awin 
rentes, giff neid ft requyre. 

7. To hauld hand to them alfweill concerning thair awin perfones, faueing tham from opin in- 
iurie and violence, as concerning thair rentes and pofieffiones, that they be nocht defraudit, rabbet, 
nor fpoiled therof. 

8. Nocht to fuffer the patrimonie of the Kirk to be applyed to profean and vnlawfull vfes, or to 
be deuorit be ydle bellies, and fie as haiff na lawfull function in the Kirk, to the hurt of the mi-* 
nifterie, fcholles, and pure, and vther godlie vfes, whervpon the faming aught to be beftowit, 

9. To mak Lawes and Conftitutionnes aggreiable to Gods Word, for the advanfment of the Kirk 
and polecie of the fiun, without vfurping vpon anie thing nocht perteining to the ciuill fword, but 
belanging to the offices that ar mere ecclefiafticall, as is the minifterie of the Word and Sacra- 
ments ; vfing of ecclefiafticall difcipline and fpirituall execution therof, or anie part of the powar 
of the fpirituall keyes, quhilk our Maifter gaiff to his ApofUes and thair trew fucceffours, 

10. And altho kings and princes, that be godlie, fum tymes be thair awin authoritie, (when the 
Kirk is corrupted, and all things out of ordour,) place minifters and reftore the trew fervice of the 
Lord, efter exemple of fum godlie Kings in Juda, (the quhilk they did be direction of prophets,) 
and diners godlie Kings and Emperours, in the light of the Gofpell ; yit whar the minifterie of the 
Kirk is annes lawfullie inftitut, and they that ar placed in offices lawfullie callit, then all godlie 
princes and magiftrates aught to heir and obey thair voice, and reuerence the Maieftie of the Sone 
of God be them fpeakand. 



CAP. XI. 

Of the pre/ent Abbufis remcaning in the Kirk, quhilk we defyre to be reformed* 

1. It is the dewtie of the godlie Magiftrat to meantein the prefent libertie, quhilk God, of his 
mereie, hes granted to the pretching of the Word, and the right administration of the Sacraments 
within this realm, fa it is to provyde that all abbufes quhilk as yit remeanes within the Kirk be 
remouit and vtterly takin away. 

2. Tberfor, firft, the admiffion of men to Papifticall benefices, fie as femes nocht, nor hes na 
function in the Reformed Kirk of Chryft, as Abates, Comendators, Pryores, Pryorefles, and vther 
tytles of Abbayes, whafe places ar now, for the maift part, be the iudgment of God, demoliihed and 
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purgit of Idolatrie, u plean abbufion, and is nocfat to receaue the Kingdome of God in Chiyft 
arnangs we, bot rather to refafe it 

3. Sic lyk they that war called of anld the Chaptours and Convents of Abbayes, Cathedrall 
Kirks, and lyk places, ferae for na thing now, but to fett Fewes and Takes, (if anie thing be left,) 
of the Kirk lands and tefades, in hurt and prejudice tberof, as daylie experience teatcbes, and ther* 
for aught to be allaterlie alterit and abolifhed. 

4. Of the lyk nature ar the Deacones, Archdeacones, Chantors, Tbefanrars, Chancellours, and 
▼there haiflknd the lyk tytle flowand from the Pipe and Canon Law onlie, quhilk bee na place m 
a reformed Kirk. 

5. Mikle Jes is it lawful], that peribnes amangs thir men hahf fyftein, uxtetn, twentie, or ma 
Kirke, all haiffing charge of faulles, and brink the patrimonie tberof, ather be admifflon .of the 
Prince, or of the Kirk, in this light of the Eoangell ; for it is bot mocage to crane reformation 
whar fie lyk hes place. 

6. And albeit it was thought guid for avoiding of graitter inconvenients, that anld poflefiburs of 
fie benefices wha embraffit the religion, fould enioy, be permifBon, the twa part of the rentes 
quhilk they pofieffit of befor, during thair lyff tyme ; yit it is nocht tolerable to conttnow in the 
lyk abufs, and giff thair places and vther benefioes of new to als vnmeit men, or rather rnmeittar, 
wha ar nocht myndit to ferae in the Kirk, bot leiue an ydle lyfiv as the vthers did wha bruiked 
them in tym of blindnes. 

7. And in fa far as in the ordour tean at Leithe, anno 1571, it appeirs that fie may be admitted, 
being found qualefiet, &c., ather that pretendit ordour is againft all guid ordour, or els it man be 
▼nderftud nocht of tbatn that be qualefied to worldlie effeares to ferae in the Court, bot fie as ar 
qualefiet to teatche Gods Word, haiffing the lawfull admiffion of the Kirk. 

8. As to the Bifchope, if the nam mvxmxt be properlie takin, they ar all an with miniftere, aa 
we befor declarit ; for it is nocht a name of fnperioritie and lordfdnpe, bot of office and watching. 

9. Yit becaufe in the corruption of the Kirk this nam, as Tthers, hes bent abbufit, and yit is lyk 
to be, we can nocht allow this fachion of chufing of Bifchopes, nather of the Chaptours that ar 
electores of tham, to fie a fort of office as they ar choline. 

10. The trew bifchopes fould addict thamfelues to a particular flok, quhilk findrie of tham re- 
fufes ; nather fould they vfurpe lordfchipe ower thair breithring and inheritance of Chryfte, as tbefe 
men do. 

11. Paftora, in fa far as they ar paftors, hes nocht the office of vifitation of ma kirks ioyned to 
the paftorfchipe, without it be giffen to tham. 

12. It is a corruption that bifchopes fould haiff fordar boundes to vifit nor they may pofiiblie or 
lawfullie. 

13. Na man aught to haiff the office of Vifitation, bot he that is lawfullie chofine by the Pref- 
byterie thervnto. 

14. The Elderfchipe, being Weill eftabluTed, hes powar to fend out Vifitors, an or ma, with 
commiffion to yifit the bounds within thair elderfchipe, and fie lyk, efter compt tean of tham, ather 
to continow or remoue them, as the Preibyterie thinks meit, to the quhilk they falbe alwayee fubiect* 

15. The temporall iurifdiction, ioynit in. the perfon of a paftor, is Corruption. 

16. It agreis nocht with the Word of God, that a bifchope fould be a paftor of paftorea of manie 
flockes, and yit without a flock certean, and without ordinar teatching. 

17. It agreis nocht with the Scriptures, that they fould be exeimed fra correction of thair brei* 
ther, and difcipline of the particular elderfchipe of the Kirk whar they fould ferae, nather that they 
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fonld vfarpe office of vifitation of vtber kirks, nor anie vther function befyde vther minifters, bot 
fa far as beia committed to tham be the Kirk* 

18. Heirfor, we defyre the Bifcbopea that now ar, ather to aggrie to that ordonr that Gods 
Word reqnyrea of tham, and as the generall Kirk will prefcryve vnto tham, noebt paffiog the 
bounds, nather in ecclefiaftical nor ciuill effeares, or els to be depofit from anie function of the Kirk. 

19. We deny nocht, in the meantyme, bot minifters fonld affift thair Prince, when they ar re- 
quyrit, in all things aggreiable to the Word and thair calling, whither it be at Connfal), Parliament, 
or vtherwayes, provyding that they nather neglect thair awin charges, nor, be flaterie of Princes, 
hart the pablict efteat of the Kirk. 

20. Bot, generalie we fay, na perfone, ynder whatfoener tytle of the Kirk, and fpecialie the ab- 
bnfh tytilles of Pepiftrie, as Prelattes, Convents, and Chapters, anght till attempt anie act in the 
Kirks name, ather in Counfall, Parliament, or without, haifhnd na Commiffion of the reformed 
Kirk within this realme. 

21. And be Act of Parliament, it is pronydit, that the Papifttcall Kirk and Jnrifdiction fonld 
haiff na place within the fan ; and na bifchope, nor vther prelat, in tyme coming, fonld vfe anie 
Jnrifdiction flowing fra that anthoritie. 

22. And again, that na vther ecclefiaftical] inrifdiction fonld be acknawlagit within this realm, 
bot that qnhilk is and fklbe within the reformed Kirk, and flowing therfra. 

23. Sa we efteim holding of Chapters in Papifticall maner, ather in Cathedrall Kirks, Collages, 
or vther conventuaJl places, vfnrping the name and anthoritie of the Kirk, to hurt the patrimonie 
therof, or vfe onie vther act to the prejudice of the fam, fen the yeir of onr Lord 1560, to be ab- 
bofion and corruption, contrair the libertie of the Kirk reformed of Jefns Chryft, and lawes of this 
realme ; and therfor anght to be annnllit and reducit, and in tymes coming, allnterlie difchargit 

24. The dependences alfo of this Papifticall inrifdiction ar to be abolifhed, of the qnhilk fort ar 
the mingled inrifdiction of the Commiflkra, in fa far as they mell with ecclefiafticall maters, and 
haiff na commiffion of the Kirk tberto, bnt war erected in the tyme of onr Soveraine Lords mo- 
ther, when tilings war ont of ordonr* It is an abfnrd thing, that findrie of tham haiffing na func- 
tion of the Kirk, fonld be indges to minifters, and depofe tham from thair ronmes. Therfor, they 
wald ather be difchargit from ecelefiafticall maters, and anie melling therwith, or it wald be limhat 
to tham in what maters they might be indges, and nocht hart the libertie of the Kirk. 

25. They, alfo, that war before the ecclefiafticall efteat in the Papes Kirk, or that ar admitted of 
new to Papifticall tytilles, and now ar toleratit be the Lawes of the Realme, to place the twa part 
of thair ecclefiafticall rents, anght nocht to haiff anie fordar libertie bot to iotromet with the portion 
affignet and granted to tham for thair lyff tyme, and nocht vnder the abbofit tytles qnhilk they hade, 
difpone the Kirk rents, fett takes and fewes therof at thair pleafnre, to the wrak of the Kirk and 
of the pure laborers that dwell vpon the Kirk lands, contrar to all gnid confcience and ordonr. 



CAP. XII. 



Certeanjpeeiatt Heids of Reformation craned. 



1 . Whatfoener bee bein fpoken of the offices of the Kirk, the fenerall powers of the office bearers, 
thair coninnct power alfo; and laft, of the patrimonie of the Kirk, we vnderftand it to be the right 
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reformation that God cranes at our hands, that the Kirk he ordonrit therto, as with that ordonr 
qnhilk is maift tggreiable vnto the Word of God. 

2. Bot becanfe fnm things wilbe twitched in particular anent the efleat of the conntrey, and 
that qnhilk we feik principalie to be reformed in the fan, we haiff collected tham in thir heidi 
following :— 

3. Firft, feing the haill conntrey is denydit in provinces, and thir provinces again ar denydit in 
paroches, alfweill to Brnche as Land, and in enerie parochine a refonable congregation, ther wald be 
placed an or ma pallors to feid the floks, and na paftor or minifter to he bnrdeanit with particnlar 
charge of ma flocks or kirks then an alleanerlie* 

4. And becanfe it wilbe thought hard to find out parlors to all the paroche kirks of the realme, 
alfweill to landwart as in townes, we think, be the adryfs of fie as commiffion may be giffen to be 
the Kirk and the Prince, paroches in landwart or fmall Tillages may be ioyned twa or thrie, or ma 
in fnm places togidder, and the principal! and maift commodins kirks to ftand and be repearit fuf- 
ficientlie, and qnalefiet minifters placed therat ; and the vther kirks nocht fund neoefikrie, fufferit 
to decay, thair kirk yeards alwayes being keipit for bnriall places ; and in fnm places, whar neid 
reqnyres, ane parochine, whar the congregation is ower grait, may be denydit in twa or ma. 

5. Doctors wald be apointed in Vniuerfities, Collages, and vtber places neidfall, and fufficientlie 
pronydit for, to open rpe the meining of the Scriptures, and to haiff the charge of iaulles, and te 
teatche the rudiments of relligion. 

6. As to the Elders, ther wald be fnm to be Cenfors of the maners, ane or ma, in enerie congre- 
gation, bnt nocht an Afiemblie of eldars in enerie particnlar kirk, bnt in towns onlie and famous 
places, whar refort of men of indgment and abilitie, to that effect may be haid ; whar the Eldars 
of particnlar kirks about may convein togidder, and haiff comonn Eldarfchipe and Afiemblie place 
amangs them, to treat of all things that concernes the congregations ower whom they haiff the 
owerfight. 

7. And as ther aught to be men apointed to rnit and denyde the paroches as neceffitie and com- 
moditie reqnyres, fa wald ther be apointed be the generall Kirk, with the aflent of the prince, fie 
men as feires God, and knew the efleat of countries, that war able to denominat and affinge the 
places whar the Aflemblies of particnlar elderfchipes fonld conyein, taking confideration of the Dio- 
ceifes as they war denydit of anld, and of the efleat of the countries and proninces of the realme. 

8. Lykwayes as concerning Prouinciall or Synodall. Aflemblies, confideration war alfwa to be 
haid, whow roanie and in what places they war to be hanldin, and whow often they fonld convein, 
aught to be referrit to the libertie of the generall Kirk, and ordonr to be apointed therin. 

9. The Nationall Aflemblies of this Conntrey, callit comounlte the Generall Aflemblies, aught 
alwayes to be retained in thair awin libertie, and haiff ther a win place, with powar to the Kirk to 
apoint tyme and places convenient therfor. And all men, alfweill magiflrats as inferiours, to be 
fubiect to the indgment of the fam in ecclefiaflicall canfles, without anie reclamation or appellation 
to anie Judge, ciuill or ecclefiaflicall, within this realme. 

10. The libertie of election of ecclefiaflicall perfones callit to bear function in the Kirk, obfemit 
without interrupted continowance vnto the corruption of Antichryfl, we defyre to be reflored and 
reteined within this Realm, fa that nan be intrufit vpon anie congregation, atber be prince or anie 
inferiour perfone, without lawfoll election and confent of the peiple ower whome the perfone is to 
be placed, as the practife of the Apoftolicall priroitiue Kirk, and all gnid reafone and ordour cranes. 

11. And becanfe this Ordonr, qnhilk Gods Word and all gnid reafone cranes, can nocht ftand 
with patronages and prefentationes to benefices, vfit in the Papes Kirk, we defyre all fie as trewlie 
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feires God, erneftlie to confidder, That forfamikle as the names of patronages and benefices, to- 
gidder with the effect therof, flowed from the Pape and clofit of the Canon Law, wharby vnmeit 
and'corrnpt perfones ar intrnfit and placed in kirks haimuid cnram animaram ; and forfamikle as 
the maner of proceiding bes na ground in the Word of God, bot repngnes flatlie to the faming, 
ewerthrawing the ordonr and libertie of election, they aught nocht to haiff place in the light of 
Reformation, and therfor, whafoener will trewlie embrace Gods Word, and defyre the Eongdome 
of his Sone Jefns Chryft jo be advanced, they will alfo embrace and receane the polecie and ordonr 
qnhilk the will of God and vpright efteat of his Kirk cranes : Vtherwayes it is in vean that they 
haiff profefied the GofpelL 

12. NocbtwitbfUnding, as concerning vther benefices and patronages therof, that hes nocht cn- 
ram animanun, fie as ar thefe altarages, prebends fonndit on temporall lands, annuel*,, and fie lyk, 
may be refernit to the ancient patrones to difpone therypon when they veak to fchollars and bur- 
fares as they are requyred be Act of Parliament. 

13. As to the Kirk rents in generall, we defyre that ordonr to be admitted and meanteined 
amangs ws that may ftand with the finceritie of Gods Word and practife of the Kirk of Chryft,' 

. 14. To wit, that was befor fpokin, the haill rent and patrimonie of the Kirk, (excepting fmall 
patronages befor mentioned,) may be denydit in four portiones ; ane therof to be affigned to the 
Paftor, for his interteinment and hofpitalitie ; ane vther to the Eldars, Deacones, and vther officiara 
of the Kirk, fie as Clarks of Afiemblies, Takers vpe of the Pfalmes, Beddels, and kirk maimers and 
keipars, fa for as they ar necefiar, ioyning in fpeciall maner the Doctors and Scholles, that thair 
ancient fonndationes may be helped whar neid reqnyres. The thrid portion to be beftowit vpon 
the pure members of the fathfnll and hofpitalls. The fonrt and laft, for reparation of the kirks, and 
vther extrabrdinar charges as ar profitable for the Kirk, as alfo for the comonn weill, as grait neid 
fallrequyre. 

15. We defyre, therfor, the ecclefiafticall gnids to be vplifted and diftribnted fathfollie to whom 
they apertein, and that be the minifterie of the Deacones, to the qnhilk office properlie the collec- 
tion and .diftribntion therof belanges ; that the pure may be anfwerit of thair portion therof, and 
they of the minifterie left without care and follicitnde ; as alfo the reft of the treafibnrs of the Kirk 
may be refernit and beftowit on the right vfea. 

16. Giff thefe Deacones be elected with fie qnaleties as Gods Word cranes to be in tham, ther 
is na feiir that they fall abbnfe ihamfelues in thair office, as the profean collectors did of befor ; yit 
becanfe that this vocation appeires to manie to be dangerus, let tham be oblift, as they war of anld, 
to a yeirlie compt to the Pallors and Eldarfchipe ; and iff the Kirk and Prince think expedient, let 
cautioners be oblift for thair fidelitie, that the Kirk rents na way be delapidat 

17. And to the effect this ordonr may tak place, it is to be pronydit that all vther intromeittonrs 
with the Kirk rents, collector generall or fpeciall, whither it be be apointment of the prince or 
vtherwayes, may be difchargit of fordar intromiffion therwith ; and faffer the Kirk rents, in tyme 
coming, to be hailelie intrometit with be the minifterie of the Deacons, and diftribntit to the vfles 
befor mentioned. And alfo to the effect, that the ecclefiafticall rents may fnffice to tbofe vfles for 
the qnhilk they ar apointed, we think it necefiar to be defyrit that alienationnes, fetting of fewes or 
taks of the rents of the Kirk, alfweill landes as teindes, to the hart and diminution of the anld 
rentaUes, be redncit and annullit, and the patrimonie of the Kirk reftorit to the anld integritie. 
In lyk maner, that the teinds, in tyme coming, be fett to nane bot to the laborars of the ground, or 
els nocht fett at all, as it was aggreit vpon and fubferyvit be the Nobilitie in the firft Bnik of Dif- 
cipfine, anno 1660, 
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CAP. XHI. 

The VtiMe that faU follow of this Reformation to all IjUaUc*. 

1. Seing the end of this fyhitoall government and polecie wharof we fpeik, k that God maybe 
glorified, the Kingdome of Chryft Jefos advandt, and all they that ar of his myfticaU body may 
line peaceblie in confdence : Therfor we dar baoldlie affirm, that all fie wha bee trew refpeet to 
theft ends, will, evin for oonfeienee catife, glaidlie agrie and conform themfelnea to Una ordonr, 
and advance the fam fa mikle as lyes in them ; that thair confeience being fett at reft, they may 
be repliniihed with fphitnall gladnes, in dewtifoll obedieBce to that qobilk Gods Word and the 
teftimonie of thair awin confeience does crane, and refofing all corruption contrare vnto the Jam. 

2. Nixt, we fall becom an exemple and patron of goid and godlie order to Ttber nationnes, conn* 
tries, and kirks profeffing the fam religion with ws ; that as they haiff glorified God in continowing 
inthefinceritieof the Word hitherto withont all erroars, praife be to that grail keippar, fo they may 
haiff the lyk occafion in our conver&tion, when, as we conform onrfelnes to that discipline, polecie, 
and goid order, qnhilk the fam Word and pnritie of Reformation cranes at our hands. Vtherwayes 
that feirfall fentence falbe inftlie find and fein :— M The ftraand that knaws the wil of his Matter 
and does it nocht, falbe beatin with manie wbipps." 

3. Mairower, giff we haiff anie pitie or reject to the pore members of Chryft, wha ft graitlie 
increas and multiplie amangs ws, we will nocht fader tham to be lang defrandit of that part of the 
patrimonie of the Kirk qnhilk inftlie belangs vnto tham. And be this order, giff it be dewlie put in 
execution, the bnrding of tham ftlbe takin af ws, to onr grait comfort ; the ftreites ftlbe cleingtt 
from the crying and mnrmnring of tham ; as we ftlbe na mair a iklander to Tiber nationes as we 
hithertiles haiff bein, for nocht takin ordonr with onr pare, and canting of the Word qnhilk we pro* 
fee to be enill fpokin off, giffing occafion of Iklander to the enemies, and offending the 
of the fimple and godlie. 

4. Befyd this, it ftlbe a grait eafe and commoditie to the comonn peiple in referring of 
bnrdings, and vpbanlding thair kirks for thair inftraction and fanlles heltbe, and refidence of God 
amangs tham ; as alfo for the ftiftie of ther bodies in biging and hanlding rpe of briggs and vther 
pnblict warks, for the comlines and polecie of the conntrey ; alfo ane eafe to the laborers of the 
ground in peyment of thair teinds, and all vther things wherinto they haiff bein hitbertils rignmflie 
handlit be thefe fals callit kirk men, thair takfmen, fatten, and extortioners. 

5. Finalie, to the King Ma* and baill commonn weill, this profit ftll redonnde, that the carle 
of ftcrilage, (qnhilk wounderfallie eates vpon and confomes all that anld Ink and welthe in the 
patrimonie of his croon and rents, goid and gear of all his leiges,) being remonit, the Lord ftll blift 
all in fie fort as ther ftlbe na want, bot plentie and ftore of all goid things. The Lord wil open 
the heavines, the erthe and fie ftll giff thair incres, and all ftlbe fttiffeit with abonndance. And 
when the ordinar necefiarie effeares of the Kirk, fcholles, and pure, ar fttiffeit, the fnperplna being 
collectit and pnt in the threafora of the Kirk, may be profitable imployed and Hberalie beftowh 
vpon the extraordinar fnpport of the effeares of the Prince and Comonn weill, and fpecialie of that 
part of the Kirk rents qnhilk is apointed for the reparation of the kirks and fabric tberof. 

6. Sa we conclad, all being willing to apply thamfelues to this order, the peiple fuffering tham* 
felnes to be rewlit therby, the Prince and Magifirats thamfelnes nocht being exeimit ; and they 
wha ar placed in ecclefiafticall efteat, rightlie rewling and governing, God falbe glorifiet, the Kirk 
asdifiet, the bounds tberof inlargit, Chryft Jefns and his Kingdom fett vpe, Sathan and his fob- 
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uertit, and God fall dwell in the middea of ws, to fnrnife all gnid and keipe from all eoill, in his Sone 
the Lord Jefoa ; wha, with thair eternall fprit, abyds holie and blefled for euer. Amen. 

ENDS THE CONCLUSIONS OF THE FOLECIfi. 



In the yeir 1580, in the wintar, brak out a notable effect of Monfieur 
d'Obignies courfe and coming in Scotland. For the King, fitting at Conn- 
fall a day with his nobles, amangs the quhilk the Erie of Mortoun laft Re- 
gent was, in comes Captean James Stewart, a brother of the houfe of Ochil- 
trie, advancfit in creadit of Court be d'Obignie, and maid Captean of the Kibgs 
Gard, quhilk of new was then tean vpe, and fallin down on his knies, accufed 
the Erie of Mortone of hie treafone : Wharvpon the laid Erie was incontinent 
committed to warde in the Caftle of Edinbruche ; the Erie of Angus, his 
cufing, chargit to ward benorthe Tay, with certean cheiff men of that nam. 
And therefter Mortoun was tranfported from Edinbruche to Dumbartane, 
whar he remeaned till the monethe of May. In the mean tyme his lahdes' 
and gear war difponit to Mon. Obignie, maid and called then Due of Len* 
box ; fa of a noble and ritche prince as ever governde in Scotland, he becam 
a pure prefoner, wha fkarflie haid to furnife his neceffitie. In the monethe 
of May he was brought till Edinbruche, and keipe in Robin Gurlayes houfe, 
with a band of men of wear ; and the verie dayes of his puting to aflys and 
execution, I hapned to be ther in Edinbruche, and hard and law the notableft 
exemple, bathe of Gods iudgment and mercie, that to my knawlage ever fell 
out in my tyme. For in that Tolbuthe, whar oftentymes, during his govern- 
x ment, he haid wryfted and throwin iudgment, partlie for gean, wharto he 
was gein, and partlie for particular fawour, was his iudgment owerthrowin, 
and he, wha aboue anie Scotfman haid raaift gear, frindfehipe, and clienteU, 
haid nan to lpeak a word for him that day, bot the graitteft part of his afly- 
fars being his knawin vnfreinds, he was condamned to be headit on a fldaf- 
fauld ; and that head, quhilk was la wittie in warldlie effeares and poletie, 
and haid commandit with fie authoritie and dignitie within that town and 
iudgment feat, to be fett vpe on a prik vpon the hicheft ftane of the geavell 
of the Tolbuthe, that is towards the publict ftreit The quhilk fentence, in 
my fight, was put in execution vpon the morne. But in grait mercie, when 
the Lord haid ftryped him naked and bear of all theie things warldlie, and of 
a cable maid a twynde thride to go in at the narow ei of that neidle, he gaiff 
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him, efter vnfeniyit repentance, fie fathe and aflurance of his fawour in Chryft, 
that he maift magnanimuflie contemned infulting of enemies, bevaling of 
frinds, all warldlie dignitie, ritchea and pleafures, and tuk him with his Chryft 
be deathe to owercom and gett the Croun of Lyff. The minifters war at him 
that night of his condemnation, and the morn befor he was brought out, whom 
he fatiffeit verie weill, be iuftefeing God, his Word and minifterie therof, and 
ackhawleging his fmnes ; bot na art nor' part of the kings fathers murdour 
wherfor he was condemnit. Jhone Durie and Mr Jhone DauicUbne, whom he 
haid hardlie vfit, the an for his pretching, the vther for his buik againft the 
four kirks, cam to him, of whom he crauit pardone ; and wha taried with him, 
and' was. maift movit for his ceas. He keipit the lam countenance, geftour, 
and fchort fententius form of langage vpon the (kaffalde, quhilk he vfit in his 
princlie government. He fpak, led about and vrgit be the commanders at the 
four newkes of the ikaffald ; bot efter that, ance he had Verie fecffullie and 
grauelie vttered, at guid lainthe, that quhilk he haid to fpeak, therefter al- 
maift he altered nocht thir words. " It is for my finnes that God has iuftlie 
brought me to this place, for gif I haid feruit my God als trewlie as I did my 
King, I haid nocht com heir ; bot as for that I am condem'd for be men, I am 
innocent, as God knaws. Pray for me." All men and peiple of all rankes 
bevalit his deathe exceidinglie, except onlie they wha haid particular hatred 
againft him ; for papiftrie durft nocht be hard of in his dayes of government, 
and the land inioyed neuer graitter peace and plentie. I could wreit nrikle 
mair of my heiring, feing, and knawlage, anent this mater and the things that 
followed, giff my purpofe war to wrait the Storie of ciuill effeares in our tyme ; 
but that nocht being, I content to haiff recordit the wark of God, quhilk I law 
with my eis, and hard with my eares ; for the quhilk I could nocht bot at my 
returning to St Andros glorifie God, be reherfall thereof in opin audience from 
pulpit. 

.That yeir, 1581, the Generall Affemblie convenit in October at Edinbruche ; 
in the quhilk, certean breither war apointed to confult whow the Parlia- 
ment fould nocht inleak the fpirituall efteat, bifchopes being removit. To the 
quhilk deliberation the Affemblie was dryven vnto be court, the grait gydar 
wharof, the Due of Lennox, by Guifean counfall and direction, nocht daring 
put at relligion pleanlie, preffit the reftoring of the efteat of bifchopes, and 
haid latlie intrufit Mr Robert Montgumerie in the bifchoprik of Glaigw, 
without all ordour of the Kirk, pleno iure principis, (quhilk vexit the breith- 
ring of Glafgw wounderfullie, la that I wat nocht whow manie icore of dy- 
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ettes they war compellit to keipe in that earend.) The breithring apointed 
be the Affemblie returnee thair advys in that mater ; the quhilk being confi- 
dent be the Aflemblie, all in a voice determines/ That concerning vot in par- 
liament, and vfing of Ciuill and Criminal! Iurifdiction, commiffioners fould be 
directed from tyme to tyme from the Generall Aflemblies to the Parliaments, 
to difcharge the Kirkes dewtie, and do for the fam in all hir effeares. And 
the heritable bailyies of Regalities fould vfe all things perteining to the iurif- 
diction of ciuill and criminall caufies. 

The minifters of Edinbruche all this whyll was maift fathfullie and wac- 
ryflie giffing the warning to all, anent the cours and practife of papifts ; and 
therfor, at this Aflemblie, Mr Walter Balcanquall was acculit be the Court, 
fodfrujhra* 

At that tyme it was a pitie to fie fa weill a brought vpe prince till his bern- 
head'was paft, to be fa miferablie corrupted in the entrefs of his fpringall age, 
bathe with finiftrus and fals inforfnation of all proceidings in his minoritie, 
and with euill and maift dangerus grundes and principalles in government of 
Kirk and Comoun weill. Then was he maid to think warft of the beft men 
that euer feruit in this Kirk and Countrey ; to think the haill maner of Reform- 
ation of religion to haiff bein done be a priuie faction, turbulentlie and trea- 
fotiaWie ; to fufpect the noble men and haill minifterie that ftude for the caufe 
of religion and his croun againft his mothers faction; yea, to tak courfe 
againft them, and put at tham as his vnfrinds. Amangs the reft, Captan James 
put the opinion of abfolut powar in his Maiefties head ; whom, in fa doing, I 
can compear to nane fa weill as to Philomelus, the Captean of the Phocerifis, 
wha being about a maift facrilegius purpofe to owerthraw and fpulyie the Kirk 
of Delphus, and cut out of the pillars therof the decreits of the Amphiotrons, 
whale facrat iudgment governed the comoun weill of all Greice, and fa to sub- 
uert bathe religion and polecie, he compellit the Pythian preift to go vpe on 
the Tripos, to giff him a refponfe. The woman, vrgit violentlie, fayes, " Yow 
may do what yow will." The quhilk wourds Philomelus gripped at, and taried 
na langer for the oracle, but gaiff out amangs his armie, and to all, that he 
haid gottin a plean licence of Apollo to do what he wald.* Sic lyk Mr Pa- 
trik Adamfone, bifchope of St Andros, a grait couniellour in thefe dayes, 

■ 

• * Diodor. Sicnl.Biblioet.Hift. lib. 16. Lyk as Stratocles, in Athens, maid a decree of Deme- 
trius, m on • 3*rtXiv< Aa/ttrgj«f xtXiv** r*r# xm wpt $uv§ Uut tuct wpt *f${*wvs unu im t ii tt W hat- 
Auneaer King Demetrius commandath, that to be holie toward God and iuft toward men. Pint, 
in vita Demetrii. 
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amangs manie vther euill grounds wharof we will heir heirefter, ineulcat this : 
" That a Chriftian King fould be the cheif governour of the Kirk, and behfe 
uit to haue bifchops vnder him, to hald all in order, conform to antiquity and 
maift fluriffing efteat of the Chriftian Kirk vnder the beft emperour, Conftan- 
tine. And that the difcipline of the Kirk of Scotland could nocht (land with, 
a fine kingdome and monarchie, fie as was his Maieftie in Scotland," &c 
Mutche lyk bifchope Caiphas, wha thought that Chryfts kingdome and the 
Roman impyre could nocht (land togidder: Or Herod, wha heiring that 
Chryft the King was borne, was troublit, and all Jerufalem with him, and 
therfor lend, &c. 

Bot nochtwithftanding of this conftitution of Court, by a remarkable proui- 
dence of God cam furthe the Cornicle of Mr Georg Buchanan, printed, with 
priuilege, and the Buik of the Polecie of the Kirk concludit in Aflemblie. 

That September, in tyme of vacans, my vncle, Mr Andro, Mr Thomas Bu- 
chanan, and I, heiring that Mr George Buchanan was weak, and his Hiftorie 
ynder the pres, pad ower to Edinbruche annes earend, to vifit him and fie, 
the wark. When we cam to his chalmer, we fand him fitting in his chaire* 
teatching his young man that fervit him in his chalmer to fpell a, b, ab ; e, b, 
eb, &c Efter Habitation, Mr Andro fayes, " I fie, fir, yie are nocht ydle." 
" Better this," quoth he, " nor Helling iheipe, or fitting ydle, quhilk is als ill." 
Therefter he fchew ws the Epiftle Dedicatorie to the long ; the quhilk, when 
Mr Andro had read, he tauld him that it was obfcure in fum places, and want- 
ed certean words to perfyt the fentence. Sayes he, " I may do na mair for 
thinking on another mater." " What is that ?" fayes Mr Andro. " To die P 
quoth he ; " bot I leaue that and manie ma things for yow to helpe ."* 

We went from him to the printars wark hous, whom we fand at the end 
of the 17 buik of his Cornicle, at a place quhilk we thought yerie hard for the 
tyme, quhilk might be an occafion of fteying the haill wark, anent the buri- 
all of Dauie. Therfor, fteying the printer from proceiding, we cam to Mr 
George again, and fund him bedfaft by his cuftome, and afking him, whow 
he did, " Even going the way of weilfare," fayes he. Mr Thomas, his cufing, 
fchawes him of the hardnes of that part of his Storie, that the king wald lie 
offendit with it, and it might ftey all the wark. " Tell me, man," layes he, 
« giff I haue tauld the treuthe ?" " Yis," fcyes Mr Thomas, " Sir, I think fa." 
" I will byd his fead, and all his kins, then," quoth he : " Pray, pray to God 

* He was telling him alio of Blakwods anfwer to his buik, De inre regnL 
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for me, and let him direct all." Sa, be the printing of his Cornicle was endit, 
that maift lerned, wyfe, and godlie man, endit this mortall lyff. 

Efter that Generall Aflemblie in October, Mr Patrik Adamfone aggreit to 
all the poinds of the Buik of Polecie, and concerning the office of a Bifchope ; 
and calling to dinner Mr Andro Meluill, my vncle, Mr Alexander Arbuthnot, 
and vthers diuers, he fubfcryvit therto, quhilk his fubfcription is yit in my 
vncles cuftodie. Item, that wintar he pad ower to a Convention of the Ef- 
teates ; and efter he fand nocht curt as he luiked for, he dreft him to the mi- 
nifters of Edinburche, lchawing tbam whow that he cam ower to Court with 
Balams hart, of purpofe to curfe the Kirk and do euill, bot God haid wrought 
& with him, that he haid turned his hart to the contrare, and maid him, bathe 
in reafoning and votting, to (land for the Kirk, promifing to fchaw f ordar and 
fordar fruicts of his conversion and guid meining. Wharat Jhone Dury was 
fa reioyfit, that he treated him in hous, and wrot ower at lainthe to me in 
his fawour. Whervpon I paft down to his Caftell at his ham coming, and 
fchew him what information concerning him I haid gottin from the breithring 
of Edinbruche, thanking God therfor, and offering him, in cais of continu- 
ance, the right hand of focietie. Wherat reioifing, he tauld me the mater at 
lainthe, and, namlie, concerning the grait motiones and working of the Spreit. 
u Weill, 9 ' laid I, " that Spreit is an vpright, halie, and conftant Sprit, and will 
mair and mair kythe in effects ; bot it is a fearfull thing to lie againft him." 

But to retourn to Mr Andro Meluin. The light of his lerning, and hatt 
of his zeall to haiff reformation in the kirk and fcholles in St Andros, brak 
nocht foonner out, when the darknes of ignorance and cauldnes of Ghriftian 
profeffion vttered themfelues in his contrare. Manie and grait adverfares he 
haid ; but the Lord, wha haid fanctefeit him for his wark, gaiff him nota- 
ble victories ower all. Firft, the Maifters wha war difplacit out of the New 
Collage, as Mr Robert Hamilton, minifter of the town, commandit be the Ge- 
nerall Kirk to leaue the office of principalitie in the Collage, and tak him to 
his minifterie, vexit him with perfut of compts of the Collage ; but he reiect- 
ed that vpon the Commiffionars wha haid the powar of the Reformation, 
whom be moyen and importunitie the faid Mr Robert maid to relent, and di- 
rect him again vpon Mr Andro, to his great vexation, till it pleafit God to 
cutt fchort the lyff of the laid Mr Robert, even when he was about to intend 
action againft Mr Andro. Yet that caufe ceaffit nocht, bot was followit out 
in the perfonnes of his weidow and bernes, be a man of grait wit, peanes, and 
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moyen, an of Mr Androes awin companiones, whafe confort he had fund in 
Glafgw, and now luiked for, coming to St Andros, to fie a guid wark. This 
was Mr Thomas Buchanan, firft Scholmaifter in Stirling, and fyne Proveft of 
Kirkheuche in St Andros, and minifter of Syres. A man of notable gifts of 
lerning, naturall wit, and vprightnes in the caufe of the Kirk againft the bi* 
fchopes, but haid his awin imperfectiones, namlie, of extream partialitie in the 
caufe of his frinds and dependars, quhilk maid him to alter with Mr Andro, 
and in that caufe of Mr Robert Hamiltones, whafe relict he maried, and his 
collegges, to often greiue Mr Andro ; bot, in end, a glib of the Collage gear 
fettlet that, allowit be the faids Commiffionars, Mr Andro bearing with it, be- 
caufe he could nocht mend it. Ane vther that haid bein Regent in that Cal- 
lage vnder Mr Robert Hamilton, was Mr Jhone Caldcleuche, a daft wouften 
man. He bofted that he wald kouche Mr Andro, with mikle mair daft .talk.; 
and a day he comes in to Mr Androes chalmer, being alan in it, and afkes him 
Weill rudlie, giff he knew him. " Na," fayes Mr Andro, u I knaw you nbcht." 
" I fould be knawin," fayes he, " as a Maifter in this Collage; my nam is Mr 
Jhone Caldcleuche." " Ho !" quoth Mr Andro, " is this yie that will houche 
men ?" And with that put to the chalmer dure, and fayes, " It is even belt tym 
now." Bot the vther calmit atteanes, and beghmes to fpeak with mair reue- 
rence ; whom Mr Andro, by manlie courage and force of reafone, fa danton- 
ed and tamed, that the Maifter was fean to tak a burfares place in the Collage, 
and liue therin as a humble ftudent. I was in the chalmer abon and hard 
all, and cam doun at laft to the ending of it. 

Thir fafcheries war ikarflie weill fattelit, when out braks a graitter contra- 
diction.* This was of the Regents of Philofophie, namlie in St Leonards Col- 
lage, wha heiring, in Mr Androes ordinar publict lefibnes of Theologie, thair 
-Ariftotle, amangs the reft of the philofophers, the patriarches of herefie as ane 
of the ancients termes tham, mightelie confuted, handling the heids anent 
God, Prouidence, Creation, &c, maid a ftrange fteir in • the Vniuerfitie, and 
qryed, Grait Diana of the Ephefians, thair bread winner, thair honour, thair 
eftimation, all was gean, giff Ariftotle fould be fa owirharled in the heiring of 
thair fchollars ; and la dreffit publict Orationes againft Mr Androes doctrine. 
But Mr Andro infifted mightelie againft tham in his ordinar leflbnes ; and when 
thair counned haranges cam . at thair Vickes and promotiones of Maifters, he 
Jut tham nocht flipe, bot af hand anfwerit to tham prefentlie with fie force of 
treuthe, euidence of reafone, and fpirituall eloquence, that he daihit tham, and 
in end convicted tham fa in confeience, that the cheiff coryptyers amangs tham 
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hecam grait ftudents of Theologie, and fpeciall profefied frinds of Mr Andro* 
and ar now verie honeft vpright pallors in the Kirk; whom, for honour, I 
nam in fpeciall Mr Jhone Malcolm, minifter at St Johnfe Town, and Mr An- 
dro Duncan at Carell. And certeanlie the treuthe was, that ignorance, with 
a proude opinion of knawlage, becaufe they knew na better, wrought all this. 
For efter the firft zeall of Reformation, in Mr Knox and Mr Guidmans dayes, 
the cauldnes of Mr Robert Hamiltones minifterie, and ignorance and negli* 
gence of tham that fould haiff teatched Theologie, maid, that Regents and 
fchollars carit na thing for Diuinitie ; yea, it was evin a pitie to fie that ig- 
norance and profannes that was amangs tham. And as for Langages, Arts and 
Philofophie, they had na thing for all, bot a few buikes of Ariftotle, quhilk 
-they lernit pertinatiuflie to bable and flyt vpon, without right vnderftariding 
.or vfe therof. Bot within a yeir or twa, Mr Andro, be his delling in publict 
and privat with euerie an of tham, prevalit fa, that they fell to the Langages, 
Audeit thair Artes for the right vfe, and perufit Ariftotle in his a win langage, 
fa that, certatim et ferio, they becam bathe philofophers and theologes, and 
acknawlagit a wounderfnU tranfportation out of darknes vnto light. Bot, in* 
deid, this was nocht done without mikle feghting and fafherie, and the autho- 
ritie of the Generall Aflemblie interponit in end. 

The thrid thortar and debat quhilk he haid, was with the provift, bailyies, 
and counfall of the town, about thair minifterie. The Seffion of the Kirk haid 
a cuftome to fend twa of thair eldars euerie ouk to defyre Mr Andro and me 
to helpe tham on the Sabbathe, during the want of a minifter and abfence of 
Jhe bifchope. Sa Mr Andro coming in the pulpit, fpak the treuthe of all 
thingis with grait ardentnes and zeall ; and being acquent with firm corrupt 
proceidings of the rewlars againft equitie and iuftice, and perceaving they 
lyked nocht of guid men to be thair minifter, fie as Mr Andro wald haiff haid, 
bathe for the weill of the Town and Vniuerfitie, namlie of that wark of Theo- 
logie, fie as Mr Thomas Smeton or Mr Alexander Arbuthnot, he caufit tham 
heir thair doings in the deaffeft eare. This was takine la hiche, that a grait 
fpace ther was na thing bot affixing of plackarts vpon the Collage yett, boiling 
with batoning, burning and chaffing out of the town ; wherwith, to {peak the 
treuthe, I was mikle fearit, feing Town, Vniuerfitie, and all malcontents againft 
ws att annes, and luikit for na thing, day for day, but fteiring vpe of fum tu- 
jnult for ane euill turn. But Mr Andro, with an heroicall fpreit, the mair 
they ftirit and boftit, the mair he ftrak with that twa eagit fword, fa that a 
day he xnouit the Proveft, with fear rubbing of the ga of his confidence, to ryfe 

M 
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out of his featt in the middes of the fertnont, and with fum muttering of words 
to go to the dure, out throw the middes of the peiple ; for the quhilk being 
delt with be the Prelbyterie, and convicted in his confidence, the laid Proveft 
maid publict fatiffaction be acknawlaging of his offence, and craving God and 
the congregation forgiffnes. Another day he tuk a placcard, affixed vpon the 
Collage yet, knawin be the Italian and Frenche toung to be wrytin be James 
Lermont, appeirand of Balcomie, and in the application of his doctrine, quhilk 
was wounderfull perfing and vehement, he produces the wryt, and haiffing 
the laid James fittand befor him in the kirk, he thretnes him in particular 
with a iudgment, that manie years efter was marked to ftrik vpon the laid 
James, to this effect : " Thow Frencheift, Italianift, jolie gentleman, wha has 
defyled the bed of la manie maried, and now bolts with thy baftonados to de- 
fyll his Kirk, and put hands on his feruants, thow fall neuer inioy the fruicts 
of manage, be hailing la\vfull fucceflkm of thy bodie ; and God fall baftone 
thie in his righteous iudgments." This was rememberit when the laid James, 
being Lard of Balcomie, leiued manie yeirs in mariage without chyld, and ta- 
ken be the Heiland men coming out of the Leaws, was ficcerlie baftoned, and 
fit hardlie vfed, that foone therefter he died in Orkney, in the yeir 1598. 

The fourt feght that he haid was againft the Pryor and his gentlemen pen* 
lioners, wha colluded with the rewaUars of the town to hald the minifterie 
vacand ; and in the mean tyme tuk vpe the ftipend, and fpendit the lam, with 
the reft of the kirk rents of that Pryorie, at the goff, archerie, guid cheir, && 
Thir things be Mr Andro and I war rounden out of pulpit to tham ; quhilk 
for to Hay, they preparit a purs with a nomber of fourtie Ihilling pices in it, 
and lending for me to the Chalmerlings hous, efter guid interteinment they 
offerit it to me for my peanes takin in pretching and fuppleing the default of 
a minifter. I anfwerit, it was trew my peanes haid deleruit that and mair at 
thair hands, whowbeit I haid recompence in all aboundpnce at the hand of 
God, in honoring me with the meflage of his Word and fervice, bot my peanes 
was nocht takin for the hinderance of that minifterie, bot for forderance of the 
laming ; and I fearit, giff thay gat a fafon of a minifterie fa eafelie prouydit, 
they wald be lang of bringing in an of the notable men nominat to that mi- 
nifterie, vnder whafe feit I wald be glaid to lit with my pen, and with whom 
I wald be blaithe to helpe as I could for nought : And fa refufit thair money. 
This, when the Prelbyterie vnderftud be Mr Andro and me, and efpying that 
our helping on the Sabathes hinderit the placing of a man of giftes in that 
minifterie, for they haiffing George Blak to minifter the facraments and ma* 
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lie, and we to teafche, wald content therwith and feik na mair, therfor the 
Prelbyterie difehargit ws from pretching anie mair, and ordeanit me to pen a 
letter to be red the niit Sabbathe, fchawing the reafones of our leaving af 
pretching: Quhilk being done and public tlie read, eertean of the rewlars of the 
town, namlie Mr. Dauid Ruflell and Wilyeam Lermont, ragit therat, and pen- 
nit againft the nixt day an anfwer, in effect and termes vnreuerent, denying 
the authoritie of the Prelbyterie, calling it pretendit, and in veying againft the 
lam ; for the quhilk caufe the perfone that red it, Ringand Rewll, taker vpe 
of the pfalmes, being callit befor the Prelbyterie, fchew that Mr Dauid Ruf- 
lell and Wilyeam Lermont commandit him to reid it ; bot, pure man, he gat 
his reward, for he never threaue nor did guid efter that, bot died with mad- 
nes and miferie. The fiuds Mr Dauid and Wilyeam being callit, the Pryor 
and Proveft compeires with tham, thinking to bang out the mater, bot God 
affiftes Mr Andro la, that he daflit them all, and maid them fean to go pack* 
ing. The General! Aflemblie nocht being far to, the Prelbyterie remittee the 
mater therto, and fummoned the laid Mr Dauid and Wilyeam to compeir be- 
for the Aflemblie, quhilk they did with thair afiiftars ; bot they war con- 
demnit be the Aflemblie, and ordeanit to mak publict repentance in the Kirk 
of St Andros, and Mr Andro to receaue the faming ; the quhilk they did fo» 
kmlie, and la becam better conditioned therefter * By this occafion I man 
mark be the way, it was a confortable thing in thefe dayes to haiff a guid 
caufe in hand, and Hand be it ; for whowfoeuer it was refilled and croffed in 
particular feffiones, prelbyteries, or aflemblies, yit fure it was to be redrefled 
and brought to a guid poinct at the Generall Aflemblies, becaufe of the frie- 
dome, grait authoritie and vprightnes in zeall that was therin, to the grait 
terrour of the wicked, and confort of the godlie : Sa mikle the mair is the loft 
therof to be deplored in this declyning age and tyme. 

Hie fyft and graitteft enemie of all was the bifchope, Mr Patrik Adamfone, 
craftelie and qnietlie concurring with the Court, bot alwayes as yit vnder pro* 
feffion of grait fnndfchipe, and la maift dangeruflie feikand his diftruction, 
with the vtter owerthraw of the libertie of Chryfts Kirk and Kingdome. Bot 
the Lord notablie vpheld and preferuit his awin fervant, and brought his ene- 
mies to confufion, as in the haill narratiue and Storie following will be mani- 
feft. 

* Mr David Ruflell, for felfhod, was efter, in the yeir , depofit from his office of Commif- 
fir Clarkfchipe with a not of infaaiie, and Jbone Arnot pladt in his room. 
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1582— The General! AflTemblie convenit at St Andros the 24th of Apryll; 
anno 1582 ; Mr Andro Meluin fchofin Moderator. To it was Mr Robert 
Mongomerie, intrufit bifehope of Glafgw, fummoned, wha compeired, with 
Letters of Horning, to difcharge the Aifemblie ; yit he durft nocht vfe thaity 
fie was the frequencie of barrones and breithring, with fa grait authoritie and 
zeall. And fa, for acceptation of the bifchoprik pleno iure, and troubling of 
the breithring of Glafgw, he was depofit in perpetuum, and thretnit with ex- 
communication, till he humblie prefentit himfelff with teares befor the Af- 
femblie ; and then Jhone Dury, wha was maift feueire againft him, reafe out 
of his feat, and caught him in his armes.* But at that fam tyme Mr Wil- 
yeam Clark, my predecelfour, a wyfe, godlie, fweit man, faid vnto me, " It 
will neuer be this man that will trouble and hurt the Kirk ; bot yie will find 
that Mr Patrik Adamfone will do it, wha is this mans counfallar, and caufibs 
him now to yeild for the tyme." At that Affemblie was apointed a general! 
Fall, to be keiped in the monethe [of] Junie following ; the caulfes wharof 
was confpiracie of Papifts, oppreffion and thraldom of the Kirk, &c. 

In the monethe of Junie that lam yeir, an vther Generall Aifemblie was 
conveinit in Edinbruche, wherat Jhone Dury, for his plean fpeitches againft 
the Due, and proceidings of the Court, was accufit ; bot hoping for na fpeki 
thair, he was callit befor the King and Counfall at Dalkethe, whar narrowlie 
efchaping the Due, his cookes, (wha cam out of his latching with fpeittes and 
grait knyves,) with his lyff, as he often tauld me, he was, be act of Counlall, 
banifched out of Edinbruche ; bot the Generall Aifemblie commandit the Pref- 
byterie of Edinbruche to keipe his roum frie, and place nan therin. In' this 
Aifemblie, manie greiffes and articles war perinit, and commiffionars apointed 
to prefent tham at the Convention of the Efteats, to be haldin at Perthe in 
the monethe of July nixt following. 

The Convention keiping at Perthe, Mr Andro Meluin, Moderator, with the 
reft of the Commiffionars, went thither with the Greiffes and Articles of the 
Kirk,f wha gat verie euill countenance, and manie fecret terrors. To that 

* Yit the fam Mongomerie infifted and troublet the breithring of Glafgw therefter, and ther- 
for was excommunicat ; and the excommunication annullit be ane act of Counfall, and letters pub* 
lifched thervpon, receavit therefter in Court, and interteined in the Kings prefence be the Due ; 
and the fam fentence therefter, in the Parliament 1584, be an act tberof, annullit. 

f Greiffes of. the Kirk^giffen in at Perth. 
Vnto your Maieftie maift humblie meines and fchawes your Graces maift fathfull and obe- 
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Convention cam the Erie of Hountlie, weill accompanied with his frinds, in 
whafe fauours, to the grait hurt of the Forbafles, the King gaiff out a decreit 
arbitrall. Newes war. fparpelit athort the countrey, that the minifters war 

dient fubiects, the haill Minifters of Gods Word within this your Graces realme, convenit in the 
Generall Aflemblie, haldin at Edinbruche the 27th of Junij : That wharvpon the occation of di- 
uerfs grait and evident dangers appeiring to the haill Kirk of God, and profefibura of his treuthe in 
this countrey, finding the authorise of the Kirk abrogate ecclefiafticall cenfores contemnit, and 
violence vfit againft fum of our breithring.vnpuniJhed, wharof the lyk hee nener bem fein within 
this realme, nor in anie vtber whar trew relligionn bes bein pretchit and refieavit. And fearing left 
your Maieftie, for leak of information^ might neglect in tyme to prouyd remedie for the inconve- 
niehte lykhe to enfew thervpon, we convenit onrfehies in the fear of God, and your Hienes obe- 
dience ; and efter diligent confideration of the prefent efteat, be comonn confent thought neceflar, 
be onr Coinmiifionare, to open vpe and prefent to your Grace certean of our cbeiff and weghtie 
greifies, without haftie redrefs wharof the Kirk of God and his trew relligion can na wayes Hand 
and continow in this your Maiefties countrey. 

Iirft, That yonr Maieftie, be denys of fum counfallours, is cauflit to tak vpon your Grace 
that fpirituall powar and authoritie quhilk properlie aperteines to Chryft, as onlie king and head of 
his Kirk ; the minifterie and executioun wharof is giffen to fie only as beares office in die ecclefiafti- 
call government of the faming ; fa that, in your Graces perfone, fum men prefies to erect an new. 
Papedom, as thought your Maieftie could nocbt be full head and king of this comoun welthe, vnles 
alfe weill the fpirituall as temporall fword be put into your Graces hands, vnles Chryft be bereft 
of his authoritie, and the jurifdictiones confoundit quhilk God hes deuydit, quhilk directlie tendes 
to the wrak of all trew relligionn, as be the fpeciall heades following is manifeft : For benefices 
ar giffen be abfolut powar to vnworthie perfones, intrufit in the office of the minifterie without 
the Kirks admiffioon, directlie againft the lawes of God and actis of Parliament, wharthrow the 
Kirks leivinges comes in profean mens hands, and ficlyk as fell their faulles, and mak schipwrak 
of confidence, for pleafur of men, and obteaning fum wardlie commoditie. 

1. Eldarfchips, Synodall and Generall Afiemblies, ar difchargit, be Letters of Horning, to pro- 
ceed againft manifcft ofiendars, and to vfe difcipline of the Kirk, and cenfures therof, according 
to Gods Word. 

2. Jhone Durie, be act of Couniall, is fufpendit from pretching, and banifched from his flock. 

3. Ezcommunicat perfones, in contempt of God and his Kirk, ar interteined in cbeiff lords 
bonnes, and namlie, Mr Robert Mongumerie authorifed and caufit to pretche, and brought in your 
Maiefties hous and prefence, quhilk is a fear wound to the confidence of tham that loues your Ma- 
ieftie, and knawes your Graces Tpbringing, and a heavk Ikknder to aU nationnes profeffing the tr^ 
relligkran. 

4. An Act of Delyverance of Couniall is maid againft the proceidings of the minifterie, withe 
a flclanderus narratiue fufpending fimplie, and diiannulling, the ezcommunicatioun iuftlie and or* 
dourEe pronnncit againft Mr Robert Montgumerie, an rebell and obftinat offendar and troublar of 
the Kirk of God, and open proclamatioon maid according therto. 

5. Contempt of minifters, and dinging of manie doing ther offices, and efpecialie the violent 
drawing of Mr Jhone Howyfone out of. the iudgment featt, whar he was placed Moderator of die 
Preibyterie of. Glafgw, bis crewall and vtuagiua handling and careing to preafime, lyk a then?, be 
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all to be thar mafiacred, quhilk moned me go repear to Perthe with 
gence, to tak part with my vncle and father in Chryft. Coming ther, Sir 
James Meluill of Halhill fchawes me whow euill my vncle and I was thought 
of at Court, becaufe of our fermonts in St Andros the tyme of the fall, and 
our doings and fayings at Afiemblies, and counfallit ws to depart af the town, 
quhilk I fchew Mr Andro, and willit la to do, hot in vean ; " For I thank 
God," fayes he, " I am nocht fley'd nor feible fpirited in the caufe and meflage 
of Chryft ; com what God pleafes to lend, our Commiffion lalbe difchargit" 



the Proveft and Bailyies of Gla%w, and ther complices : And, eftar eomplent maid, na ordour 
with the doers therof, but contrairwayes mterteining tbam ae gif the laming haid bein good Jerries. 
6 and 7. The Minifter of GleJgw was, be force of armes, difplaoed out of his roam, quhilk, 
without reprotche, he hes occupied thir manie yeirs, the gentlemen of the countrey being conrocat 
for that effect. Alio, violence was yfit, be an of your awin gward, to pull him out of the pulpit 
the day of Communioun, in prefence of the haill congregatiomi, in tym of fermont, and na mult 
fond therwith. 

8. The Officiar of the Kirk was coffin in preafime, your Grace being prefent, and ther keipit a 
lang tym, for executing of Letters directed againft a fklanderus man. 

9. The Minifters, Maifters of Schoolles and Collage of Glaigw, the verie fchollars therof, in 
tym of publict fail, war, be Letters of Horning, compelUt to leaue tber flockes and fcholles deftttut ; 
and fenfyne, from tyme to tym, and place to place, bane bein continowit and deleyit, tberby to 
confom tbam be exorbitant expences, and to wrak the kirks and fcholles wberof they have the 
charge. 

10. The Students of the Collage war invadit, and ther braid crewaltte fcbed, be the Beilyie 
and commonitie, gatherit therto be found of comoun bell, and ftrick of drum ; and be certean ie- 
ditius perfones inflambet to bane flean tham all, and brunt the Collage : And yit na thing don to the 
anthores of the tumult and feditioun. 

11. Hands fchakin with the bludie murderars and periecators of the peiple of God, be l ett e r s 
and propynes reflauit and fent. 

12. The Due oftymes promifit to reform his bona, and na thing don therin. 

13. The Lawes maid for mentenance of the trew relligioun, and punifment of the enemies 
therof, ar nocht put to executioun, & that all things gaes loufe, and wars lyk till enfew. 

Monie Tther things ther be that craue prefent reformatioun, wherwith we think nocht expe* 
dient to trouble your Maieftie, mtill we fie what ordonr beis takin with thefe greiwa compleants; 
befeikand your Maieflie maift humblie, for the loue of God, wha hes placed and eftablified your 
Miaieftie in this royall throne, hitherto wounderfullie menteined and defendit, ceaifullie to raik vp- 
on thir maters as becomes the lieutenant of God, and thankful] Chriftian King ; and withe the adVys 
of tham that feir God, and tenders your Graces efteat, and weill and quietnes of this comoun 
welthe, ft to redres the premifies, that firft Chryft abone all may be acknawlagit, his meffiofeen, 
without feir or ftope, to execut their office, the corns of the Gofpel adnmcit, and fie exemplemaid 
of punifment of tham wha fit licenthulie and contemptuvflie bane wrangit andhuwrit the minifters 
and profcflourB of Gods Word, that vthers heireftir be eftayit to interpryfe the lyk 
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At laft the Commiffionars of the Kirk war callit, wha, coming in befor the 
King and his Counlall, delyverit thair Greiffes and Articles, quhilk being read, 
Captan James beginnes to threttin, with thrawin brow, and bofting langage. 
" What !" fayes he, " wha dar fiibfcryve thir treafonable articles?" &c. Mr 
Andro anfweres, u We dar, and wil fiibfcryue tham ; and gif our lyues in the 
caule." And withe all ftarts to, and taks the pen fra the Clark, and fub- 
fcryves, and calles to the reft of the breithring with couragius fpeitches, wha 
all cam and fubfcryvit This bauldnes, when the Due and Captan perceavit, 
they gatherit theron that the Kirk haid a bak, and becam effrayit ; and, eftej 
film calmer langage, difiniffit tham in peace, whom euerie an fuppofed they 
fimld haiff bein hardliar delt withalL 

In the monethe of Auguft therefter, certean of the nobilitie and barrones of 
the realme repearit to the King at Ruthven, in the Erie of Gowries hous, and 
fchew his Maieftie whow all things went wrang be the miigoverning of that 
new Counfall com latlie from France, to the grait offence and greiff of all his 
guid fubiects, the heavie vexation of the Kirk, and extream perrell of the co- 
moun weill; cravit, therfor, maift humblie of his Maieftie, that he wald content 
till abandone the laid Counlall, and tak him to be counfallit be his auld nobili- 
tie, as his princelie progenitours haid done, and the fundamentall lawes of Scot- 
land crauit ; and fa furthe, as at mair lainthe is conteined in a Declaration of 
them, publifed foone therefter in print. And la the King and the Due war 
diffiuered, and neuer fkw vther againe. 

This brought a grait releiue to the Kirk, and the honeft breithring of Glaf- 
gw and Edinbruche, that war foar troublit be the laid Due ; whowbeit, the 
treuthe is, for aught I know, (and I know whateuer the fpecialles of the Kirk 
knew, that I am lure,) the Kirk was nather art, part, read nor counlall in 
that mater, nather luiket for anie lie thing at thair being in St Johnftone. 
And what euer the inftruments war and refpected, they could nocht bot re- 
iois in God, and thank him for dely vering King, Kirk, and Comounweill of fie 
Cownfall, as fett thamfelues plainlie to pervert all* 

Within few dayes therefter, Jhone Durie gat leiue to ga ham to his awin 
flok of Edinbruche, at whafe retourning ther was a grait concurs of the haill 
town, wha met him at the Nather Bow ; and, going vpe the ftreit, with bear 
heads and loud voices, fang to the prais of God, and teftifeing of grait ioy and 
confolation, the 124th Pfalm, " Now Ifrael may lay, and that trewlie," &c 
till heavin and erthe refoundit This noyes, when the Due, being in the town 
hard, and ludgit in the Hiegat, luiked out and law, he raue his berde for an- 
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ger, and haded him af the town ; and remeaned in Dumbartan, at the Waft 
Sie, whare, or he gatt pafiage, he was put to als hard a dyet as he caufit the 
Erie of Morton till vfe ther, yea, evin to the tother extremitie that he haid 
-vfit at Court : For, wheras his kitching was fa fumptuus that lumpes of butter 
was caft in the fyre when it foked, and twa or thrie crownes warit vpon a 
ftok of keall dreffing, he was fean till eat of a magre gus, (kowdrit with bar 
lira. 

In that monethe of October, the Generall Aflemblie convenit at Edinbruche, 
whar, with freche courage, the bifchopes war fett vpon, and feuere ordour 
takin with tham ; alfo fie as haid been euiil inftruments to the Due againft the 
Kirk war takin ordour with. Amangs the reft, Mr Dauid Macgill, Aduocat, 
for penning of (klanderus and wicked proclamation, publifled againft the Kirk. 
This was a man of als grait, folide, and naturall a wit as in our tyme, excell- 
ing therin all his colleages of the Seffion and Lawers, bot without all fenfe of 
God, and with a prydiull difdean and contempt of the minifterie. I hard him 
als difpytfullie and lightlifullie, being in his awin houfe, tak vpe my vfcde An- 
dro, being fend with vthers from the Aflemblie to him, as mouit me, being 
prefent, vtherwayes eftimed nocht verie impatient, to almaift debord, nocht 
onlie with toung, bot hand. Bot, or he died, with a terrible ftrak of con- 
fcience, God tamde him lyk a lamb ; fa that Mr Andro coming to him againe, 
and I with him, was as the Angell of God in his eis ; cuft his hat to the 
ground, and could (karflie luik him in the face, till he hard out of his mouthe 
the words of confblation, the quhilk he gaped for as a gorbet, and receavit as 
Cornelius the inftruction of Piter; yea, the meineft of the minifterie that 
cam to vifit him, was mair to him than giff the King and the Lords haid com 
to him. I thought often that was a cleir accomplifinent of Efaias prophecie, 
<* The lyon fall eat ftra lyk a bullok," &c. He died maift happelie and fweitr 
lie, efter diuers yeirs humiliation, with thefe words in his mouthe, " Lord, in 
thy light, let me fie light." 

At that Aflemblie, I was erneftlie futed, be the Town of Stirling, to be thair 
Paftor ; bot the wark of Theologie being yit in the tender bridding leaff, my 
vncle, Mr Andro, could nocht confent therto, nor the Kirk with his mifcon- 
tintment command ; whowbeit, my mynd was to the minifterie, remembering 
euer my wow, and nocht the mair vnwillinglie, that I haid the purpofe of my 
mariage in hand. 

1583. — The yeir following, 1583, in the end of Apryll, and beginning of 
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May, the Generall Aflemblie conveinit at Edinbruche. That Aflemblie was 
frequentlie keipit be the nobilitie, (for ther was prefentlie a Convention of the 
Efteats at Edinbruche,) wha requeifted the Aflemblie to approue thair pro- 
ceidings, in repealing to his Maieftie at Ruthven, &c. The breithrings iudg* 
ment was, That God haid glorified his nam, and wrought therby to the grait 
eafe and comfort of his Kirk, as they haid fund hithertils ; as for. the inftru- 
ments, they could nather approue nor difproue, bot wiffit with thair hartes 
they might be fund fanctified vefhalles of mercie to the Lord. To the quhilk 
-effect at lead, they defyrit an act to be infert in the Buiks of the Aflemblie, 
to the quhilk the Kirk wald nocht condifcend till they haid the Kings guid will 
and confent thervnto. The quhilk his Maieftie, fending Coronell Wilyeam 
Stewart, new cam ham, and of grait credit, and Mr Dauid Lindfay, to the 
Aflemblie, in large termes and maner aflented vnto ; and fa it paft, as is ex- 
tant in the Buiks of the Aflemblie. Amangs the reft, Jhone Dury had a day 
in his doctrine a verie cleir and pertinent comparifone for the purpofe, of the 
blind man in the 9th of Jhones EuangilL When the Pharifies faid that 
Chryft was but a finner, Whow could he do anie guid? " I can nocht tell," 
fayes the blind man, "bot a thing I am fur of, that I was blind, and now I fie." 
This he applyed with grait euidence and approbation of the heirars. 
'At that Aflemblie I maried my wyff, the firft day of May, and gat the bief- 
fing of the belt breithring of the Kirk ; the quhilk, my blefled God of Heavin 
be bleffit for, I haiff fund wounderfull effectuall to this houre, for als grait 
helpe and comfort in my calling, euen in the middes of fair heavie difeafe and 
impotencie, as anie brother in the land hes. And whowbeit, the haill courfe 
of my lyff fen fyne has bein, in outward appeirance, bot a fcholl of afflictiones, 
fit (alas! for thankfulnes) a maift halfome and happie fcholl, with a mixture 
of als manie prouifiones, preferuationes, privat profits, pleafurs, ioyes, and 
confolationnes, as euer anie of the fecret ahnes of the Lord receavit. 
- In the monethe of Junie therefter, at the beginning therof, a heavie Tertian 
fever, called comounlie the Exces, owertuk me, quhilk pynned me extream- 
lie, namlie in the hat of it, that ten or twall houres I wald ly burning therin 
and reaving, and ryfe again without anie fwet This continowed till the 
middes of the monethe of Auguft. 

All this whyll, fen the Generall Aflemblie in ApryU, an. 1582, and befor, 
vntill this Auguft, a lytle befor Bifchope Adamfone keipit his caftle, lyk a tod 
in his holl, feik of a diieafe of grait fetiditie, and oftymes vnder the cure of wo* 
men fufpected of witchcraft, namlie an, wha confeffit hir to haiff lernit 

N 
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cin of an callit Mr Wilyeam Simfone, that appeired diuers tymea to hir eftefr 
his dead, and gaiff hir a buik, &c. This woman being examined be the Pref- 
byterie, and fund a witche in thair iudgment, was giffen to the Bifchope to be 
keipe in his caftle for execution, hot he fufferit hir to flipe away ; bot within 
thrie or four yeirs therefter fche was takin and execut in Edinbruche for a 
witche.* Nochtwithftanding, the King coming to St Andros about the end 
of July, and feparating himfelff ther from the Lords that haid feafi t about him 
at Ruthven, the Bifchope becomes a haill man atteanes, and occupies the pul- 
pit befor the King, luftelie dedaming, as it was markit, in a pofieffit and inra* 
git maner, againft Minifterie, Lords, and all thair prooeidings ; and he that 
often profeffit from pulpit befor, that he haid nocht the fpirit of application, 
gat the gift of application be infpiration of fie a fprit as never fpak in the 
Scriptures of God. And becaufe it was reported for treuthe, that the Due in 
Paris haid deid a Papift, he maid opin contradiction therto, affirming, for cer- 
tean, that he deid a guid Protefland, quhilk he provit be fchawin of a fkroll 
in his hand, quhilk he callit the Due his Teftament ; bot an honeft merchant 
woman fitting befor the pulpit, and fpying it narowlie, affirmed it was a compt 
of a four or fyve yeir auld dett that, a few dayes befor fche haid fend to him. 
Wharof fche gat na raair peyment nor the Due his executors maid hir. 

At that tyme, Sir Robert Meluill cam to the Collage to Mr Andro, and, as 
a frind, fchew him whow euill the King was informit of him, befaught him 
therfor to go to the King, and purge himfelff of thefe calumnies. Quhilk Mr 
Andro refufit to do, faying, purgation prefupponit foulnes, wherof his con- 
fcience, nor na man, was able iuftlie to accufe him in anie kynd of vndewti- 
fulnes to the Kings Maieftie ; giff his Maieftie defyrit his coming to him for 
his advys in maters of the Kirk or Comounweill, or anie vther dewtifull obe- 
dience, he wald maift humblie do it with all obfervance, but he wald nocht be 
an indirect accufar of himfelff to his Soverain. 

The Counfallors and Courteours now gifies out, that the King captiued be- 
for, thought himfelff at libertie, and la fettes tham to be evin, bathe with the 
Lords of the Read of Ruthven and with the Kirk, quhilk they fklanderlt as 
allowars of treafibne. Yit craftelie, for the fpace of halff a yeir or mair, dif- 

* It was reported for veritie Jo ws, that the Bifchope confnlted with thefe witches anent the 
Kings efteat, of the countrey, and his awin, and gat a refponfe, that he fonld ftand fa laog as the 
King find* Bot the Deuill, as he yfes to do, deceauit him ther. Bot, verelie, about thefe witches 
we war plane and fcharpe with him, bathe from pulpit, in doctrine, and be cenfnr of oar Preiby- 
terie. 



1583. MR JAMES MELVILL'S DIARY. W 

fembling with the Lords, they begin to put at fome of the Kirk. And, in the 
monethe of Nouember, Jhone Dune of new is difchargit Edinbruche ; and 
coming ower to St Andros, whar I haid takin vpe hous, efter the vacans, he 
finds his douchtar, my wyflF, bot beginnand to convales of a deadlie hat fiver, 
(wharout of fche haid cullit with a bleding exceffiue, fa that, for ought the 
mediciners could do, it fteyed nocht four and twentie hours till lyff was almoft 
flitting ; bot the Lord haid mercie on me, and fparit hir for a fpeciall wark 
of comfort to me againft the day of a grait euill;) and tareing bot a few dayes, 
behoued to go to his ward in Montros, to the quhilk I convoyit him. Be the 
way, a lytle befor we cam to the furde of the Water of Lownan, a fow comes 
in the hie rod befor ws, and trottes on toward the furd, fwomes ower befor 
ws. Now, the water was weill grait in fpeat, whar, we being in the middes 
therof, my father, Jhone Dairies hors lyes down in the water, and committes 
his rydar to fwoming with the ilream ; bot it pleafit God, I being nixt vnder 
him, caught him be the cott neak, and taking a gripe of my hors mean, he 
wad and wan to land : Wharof I incuragit him, fpeattes of afflictiones war to 
feafe on ws, bot the Lord fould delyver out of them all. Sa, coming in 
that countrey, I acquented him, and recommendit to all our frinds, whom he 
finding therefter euer lowing and frindlie, fand my mariage a fpeciall proui- 
dence of God towards him. 

That was a dark and heavie Wintar to the Kirk of Scotland, ecclipfed and 
bereft of thrie grait lights ; of Mr Alexander Arbuthnot in the beginning 
therof, Mr Thomas Smeton in the middes, (of quhilk fort I wat nocht giff 
ther was manie fcores in all Chriftiandome for all fort of lerning and godli- 
nes;) and, in the end of the wintar, Mr Wilyeam Clark, my predeceflbur, a 
man, whowbeit nocht in rank of lerning with the vther twa, yit the light and 
lyff in the part he dwelt in, mikle belouit and regratted of all forts of per- 
fonee that knew him, namlie that he had the charge ower : Ower fure a pre- 
{age of a grait calamitie and owerthraw fchortlie till enfew vpon the Kirk of 
Scotland. Amangs diuers Epitaphes wherwitfa Mr Andro beualit this fo grait 
a loft, I maun heir infert an, becaus it ftiks recentHe in my memorie : 

Viz hea ! vix raptum, deneuimns Arbuthnotam; 

Viz hen I iufta datis foluimua eaxqu&s.* 
Et premit altera mors, et fanere faaua acerbat, 

Et magao extincto taurine, mains obit 

* Infera*. 
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Die qnidem Arctoe tenebras de node fugabal ; 

Fulgebas medio Glafgua ftella die. 
Quod fi lace fua fpoliata eft noxque diefque 

Noftra, Eheu ! quantis obruimur tenebris. 
Ant ergo e tenebris reuoca hicem, ant bominnm lax, 

Chrifte, redi, et nobis ftat fine nocte 



Turned in Scots. 

Yit fkarfe alas I haid we bemean'de out deir Arbuthnots dead, 

Yea, fkarfe alas 1 his exequies haid we and f onerales maid, 

When corps with corps does vrn ws fear, and deathe with deathe does pre*, 

And an grait light extmgtdfedf an other fealies alas ! 

That an the dark and drowne night be northe did dryre away ; 

That vther as the f Sun did fchyne be fouthe at mids of day. 

Giff fa then bathe our night and day be fpuliyet of thair light, 

Sa feirfallie hes ws owerwhelm'de of darknes what an higfat? 

Then ather Chryft from darknes now the light retoura againe, 

Or com our light, that but all night, our day may ay remain*. 

MR WEIL I AM CLARES EPITAPHE. . 

That thow a Maifter was, as yet thy Schollars flcill can prone ; 

That thow art weill, full weill, confirmes thy godlines and loue. u 

A cunning Clark, right cleirlie knawin, be nature and be art, 

And all the thrie, in that thow play*d fa weill the paftors part ; 

Then happie Mailer Weil I am Clark by nam thaw Jail abyd>% 

As Carell, with Antler, Pittenweim lyes leauche by Fyfls coft fyd. 

Bifchope Adamfon, for all his lang feiknes, becam then nocht onlie able to 
pretche, and keipe Conventiones of Counfall and Efteates, and weat vpon 
Court, hot alio, in the winter, to tak iorney and go in ambaflage to Eingland 
and all to practife the alteration of the haill efteat and difcipline of the Kirk.|| 
Coming to Londone about Yull, he informit the Quein the warft of the mi- 
nifterie and guid nobilitie, and the belt of the Court of Scotland ; he practifed 
with the bifchopes for conformitie, and gaiff tham dextra lbtietstis ; he delt. 
for lernit preatchours to be placed in the beft rowmes of Scotland, Inlawing 

* Alas ! put out. f Thow Glafgw ftar as. % Thy nam als lang fall byd. 

H The Prefbyterie had enterit in proces with him, and remitted him to the Synodall, and that 
to the Generall, in the quhilk he was fufpendit from the office of the minifterie, as corrupt, bathe 
in doctrin and lyff, and ordeined to be forder proceidit againft. In the meantyme, to efchew the 
cenfors of the Kirk, and practife the wrak therof, he mdertaks this iorney. 
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weill the beft men of the minifterie of Scotland war to be difplaced ; he wrot 
verie craftelie to Geneua and Tigurie, and lend tham propofitiones and quef- 
tiones defyring to haiff thair iudgment; and, finalie, left na flan onturned 
ower that might mak for the wark of Satban, to befeige and demolifhe the 
walks of Jerufalem. 

' Whill he is a biffie bifchope about thir things in outting, as the cours was 
layed, they war nocht ydle at hame ; for, in the beginning of Februar, Mr 
Andro Meluin is fummoned to corapeir befor the King and Counfall within 
les nor tbrie dayes,* to anfwer to fie things as war to be leyit to his charge, 
anent certean fpeitches vttered be him from pulpit, feditius and treafonable. 
Mr Andro compeired, accompanied with fum of his fchollars and frinds, 
amangs whom was Mr Robert Bruce; and I being in Angus, convoying my 
mother in law to hir houfband, gon away a day befor his fummonding, maid 
diligence, and cam to Edinbruche the day of his fecond compeirance. The 
quhilk day he declyned the judicator of the King and Counfall, being accufit 
vpon na ciuill cryme or tranfgreffion, but vpon his doctrin vttered from pal- 
pit The quhilk, when the King and Captan James, then maid Grait Chan- 
cellar, with roarings of lyones,*and maflages of deathe, haid taken fa hat, that 
all the Counfell and Courtes of the Falice war filled with fear, noyes, and 
bruttes, Mr Andro neuer iarging nor dafchit a whit, withe magnanimus courage, 
mightie force of fprit, and fouthe of euidence of reafone and langage, planlie 
tauld the King and Counfall, that they prefumed ower bauldlie in a conftitut 
efteat of a Chriftian Kirk, the kingdome of Jefus Chryft, paffing by and dif- 
deaning the prophets, paftors, and doctors of the Kirk, to tak vpon tham to 
iudge the doctrin, and contrail the ambaffators and meffingers of a King and 
Counfall graitter nor they, and far aboue tham. " And that," fayes he, " yie 
may fie your weaknes, o werfight, and rafhnes in takin vpon yow that quhilk 
yie nather aught nor can do ;" (lowfing a litle Hebrew Byble fra his belt, and 
clanking it down on the burd befor the King and Chancel ar.) « Thair is," 
fays he, " my inftructiones and warrand ; let fie quhilk of yow can iudge ther- 
on, or contrail me therin, that I haiff paft by my iniunctiones." The Chanc- 
lar, opening the buik, findes it Hebrew, and putes it in the Kings hand, fay- 
ing, " Sir, he fkornes your Maieftie and Counfall.' 9 * Na, my lord," fayes Mr 
Andro, " I flcorn nocht ; bot with all erneftnes, zeall, and grauitie, I ftand far 
the caufe of Jefus Chryft and his Kirk." Manie tymes put they him out, and 

* Summoned on Setterday, to oompeir on Monenday nixt. 
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callit him in againe ; whylles delling with minacings, and whylles with feat 
words, to brak him, bot he grew mair and mair in wefdome, ftrengthe, and 
courage, whowbeit, nan was fufferit to com in with him ; and when he earn 
out, haid fkarflie lefour to draw his end, mikle les to tak anie advys with 
frinds and breithring. In end they proceids ; admittes an acrufar, wha 
that nam for ignominie manie yeirs efter, " Wilyeam Stewart the Accufar," a 
penfionar of the Pryor of St Andrew ; receaves the articles of accufation ; ad- 
mittes and takes the depofition of a number of witnefles, fummoned out of St 
Andros, namlie his graitteft miflykers ; Mr Andro euer adhering to his de- 
clinator, and at all tymes, as occafion feruit, telling tham his mynd mightelie 
anent the treuthe and weght of the caufe of Chryft and his Kirk, and wrangs 
done thervnto, quhilk he wald be avengit of fum day. And when they haid 
don all, lytle or na thing for thair purpofe gat they provin, bot decernes that 
Mr Andro, for his vnreuerent behauiour befor his Maieftie and Counfall, fould 
be put in ward in the Caftle of Edinbruche during the Kings will. In the 
mean tym, Mr Androes breithring and frinds is infbnnit, be fie as knew the 
plattes leyed, that ther was na guid meined to Mr Andro, and, if he war 
annes faft, he wald nocht be lowiit again, vnleS it war for the fkaffald. This 
maid him to keipe him quyet a night and a day, during the quhilk tyme I 
trauelit amangs the counfallars : Manie gaiff me fear words, and laid ther was 
na danger ; bot our bell frinds read a dictum, wrytten on the wall, founding, 
Loufs and Leiving. We vnderftud, fordar, that the decreit of the Counfall 
was alterit, and the ward apointed to be Blaknes, a foull holl, keipit be Cap- 
tan James men. Sa, whill we was all in grait and heavie anxietie, and raaift 
dulfull doutfomnes, what to counfall, — vpon the an part, thinking it a hard 
and fear mater to bereaue the Scholles and Kirk of Scotland of fie a light and 
leadder, and thinking that moyen and tyme might mitigat the King, and, pro*, 
cure his libertie ; vpon the vther part, knawing the courfe and plattes leyed 
be the enemies, and feing the violent form of Captan James government, we 
thought it hardar to jeoperd the lyff of fie a man, as might be referued for a 
better tyme,— being, I fay, in this dutfull debeat amangs ourfelues, and eue- 
rie an with his awin hart nocht knawin weill wharto to inclyne, Mr Andro 
himfelff comes out in publict, refolut and cheirfull, and bad ws all be of guid 
cowrage, for God haid refbluit him of the beft, and he was aflurit wald be with 
him. Sa we go to dinner in Mr James Lawfones hous, wha with all his 
gheafts war exceiding heavie harted, and oftentymes could nocht contein, bot 
mix thair teares with thair drink. Onlie Mr Andro eat. drank, and crakked 



1583. MR JAMES MELVILUS DIARY. 108 

als merrelie and frie myndit as at anie tyme, and mair ; and (according to his 
continuall form at meat, and in all companie,) tuk occafion of gttid conference 
and difcours, pertinent for the tyme and (tat of maters, to his awin woum 
derfuU incouragment, and our grait comfort, interlafing alwayes fum mirrie 
interludes, and drinking to his Captean and wardfellowes, bidding ws mak ws 
ready to follow, &c. 8a, efter denner, he gaiff it out, and non knew vther, 
hot a verie few, that he wald obey the charge, and enter in ward, giff the 
King commandit, and God fa directed him. Whervpon the Meafiar gettes 
acces, giffes him the charge, with his warrand, till enter in the Caftell of 
Blaknes within four and twentie houres, the quhilk he receaues reuerentlie ; 
bot, within an houre or twa, his brother Roger and he flippes out at the Port, 
hand for hand, and ludges that night whare God haid preparit, and within 
four and twentie houres enterit in Berrik, in place of the Blaknes.* 

Ther was na thing behind bot bitter teares and heavie lamentation, partlie 
for the prefent lofe, bot mikle mair for the efteat that was till enfew vpon the 
Kirk, quhilk euerie an apprehendit in graitter and graitter miffour of hor- 
rour and feirfulnes. Bot aboue all, that notable and maift fathfull minifter of 
God, Mr James Lawfone, wha, feing fa terrible a tempeft breiding and co- 
ming on the fchippe of the Kirk, and the wyefeft, ftoutteft, and ableaft fchip- 
pore and mariners remouit, apprehendit the danger fa hiely, and drank in the 
greiff and melancholie fit deiplie, quhilk being augmentit, and na wayes mitigat, 
be that quhilk followit, namlie, the vndewtifulnes of his flock, wafted his vi* 
tall fprites be piecemeill, and, within few monethes therefter, cutted the thrid 
of his maift ftedable and comfortable lyff to the Kirk of Scotland. 

As for my felff, to confes the treuthe, I was almaift exanimat with hea vines 
of hart, the quhilk, gif it haid nocht refoluit in aboundance of teares, my lyff 
haid bein fuffocat ; for the quhilk caufe I tuk me to a chalmer, and doling the 
dure, let my affectiones brak out, and go loufe at random, quhilk a fpeciall lowing 
frind of myne, wating on me, fufferit for the fpace of an houre, bot efter knok- 
kit fa, and fpak to me, that bathe for loue and reuerence it behouit me till 
opin ; wha nocht onlie vfit all the comforts he could, bot wated vpon me, and 
convoyed me ham to St Andros : This was Andro Wod of Strevithie. 

Mr James Lawfone, and Mr Walter Balcanquall, his onlie colleg that re- 
tneaned, maid, according to thair difpofition, the pulpit of Edinbruche to found 

* A certean of Captan James horfmen haid immediatlie befor riddin out at the (am port till 
att e n d rpon him, and convoy him to Blaknes, ther annes to mak him fare. 
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mightelie in the praife of Mr Andro, and to the deteftation of the fact. of the 
Counfall, that had la proceidit againft him ; alio, they prayit for him in par- 
ticular, at all thair ordinar fermontes, quhilk moued the peiple verie mikle, 
and gallit the Court. 

At my coming to St Andros, my wound, fkarflie ftemit, beguid to blude 
apace, finding na thing, whar euer I cull my eis, bot mater of melancholie. His 
bookes war in danger, being put to the horn ; and therfor I addreffit me with 
diligence to pak tham vpe, and put thara afyde, and flcarfe was ther ane 
quhilk I haid knawin in his comoun vfe that ranckled nocht my wound againe, 
fa that that labour was fellon peanfull and heavie to me. Bot, aboue all, it 
was a daylie hart brak to me to fie that notable wark, fa weill begoun, yeild- 
ing, in the firft fpring tyme of it, fie appeirance of plentifull fruicts, with fie a 
calamitie cuttit of from all hope of herveft. I thought I felt continualie a 
cauld heavie lumpe lyand on my hart, lyking for to chok me ; and fure I am it 
haid coll me my lyff, giff the mightie hand of my God haid nocht curit bathe 
bodie and faull ; and efter the curing therof, furnefit, by all confeience of abilitie 
and expectatioun, fum mifibur of ftrynthe and gifts to tak a piece of courage, 
and haid in the fpunk of lyff in the wark, till God fould haiff mercie, and re- 
tourn for the reftauration therof. 

For finding, as in the fpring tyme, nature beginning to purge, I helped the 
lam with a melancolique purgation, quhilk wrought lang, and in grait quan- 
titie, euidentlie be the cullor, kything the peccant humour. And foone ther- 
efter, finding fum curage, bathe naturall and fpirituall, I fell to wark, and by 
my a win houres for the langages quhilk I keipet befor, I fupplied, as I could, 
the thrie dayes of Mr Androes publict Lefibnes in the comoun places of Reli- 
gion, and teatched the twa cheiff controuertit heads De verbo et Ecclejia, in 
the monethes of Merche and Apryll. . i 

By and befyde the inward hand of my God, to whom alan perteines all 
praife, I haid twa vtward fpeciall comforts. An was the Mailters and Mem- 
bers of the Vniuerfitie, wha kythed an vther mynd to the wark then I luiked 
for, and gaiff thair prefence and guid countenance and affiftance to my Lef- 
fons, to my grait comfort and incuragment. The vther was of twa fpeciall 
daylie frinds and companiones : the ane Mr Robert Bruce, the vther Mr. Ro- 
bert Durie, wha keipit companie with me continualie, to my grait vphald and 
forderance in Gods Word.* Of that an wharof, namlie, for the grait praife 



*•- 



* Mr Thomas Bucbannan alfo was my guid nibonr and friod at that tyme, and all his dayes. 
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of the caire and prouidence of God towards his Kirk, I man remember fum 
thing mair at lainthe. 

Mr Robert Bruce, fecond fone to the Lard of Arthe, brought vp$ in letters, 
paft his cours of Philofophie in the Vniuerfitie of St Andros, and therefter be 
his father fiirnefit, was fent to France, whar, and in the Vniuerfitie of Lovan* 
in the Low Countreyes, he ftudiet, namlie till Humanitie and the Juris- 
prudence, quhilk his father and frinds haid fett to be the end of his ftudies. 
Therefter coming hame, he is directed till attend on Court and Seffion, for his 
fathers effeares and his frinds, till the Lord began to call vpon him, and wourk 
ftranglie in his confidence, fa that he haid na reft nor confort, bot in the Word 
of God and companie of guid men. Yit the manifold effeares of his father and 
frinds continualie importuning him, maid him to ftiyve againft the working 
of his hart ; bot in vean, for he was fean at laft plainlie to fchaw his father, 
that ther was na reft nor lyff for him, vnles he haid leiue to go to the ftudie of 
Theologie, and be in companie of Mr Andro Meluill in St Andros. Sa his fa- 
ther permitted at laft, and he cam to ws at the beginning of that lam wintar, 
at the end wharof Mr Andro was put att, whom maift lowinglie and fathfuilie 
he affifted till his departour out of the countrey, and fyne retourned again to 
ws, and fett himfelff mair erneftlie then euer befor to his ftudies ; and that 
nocht onlie to be a heirar, but to eflay what gift God wald giff him of vtter- 
ance of that quhilk he ftudeit. And all this movit, yea, drawin as it war 
perforce, with a mightie inwart working, quhilk fufferit him never to gett reft 
bot when he was about that purpofe. He faid to me a day, in releiving of his 
mikle and fear occupied mynd, in privat conference purmeineing in the fields, 
that or he cuft himfelff again in that torment of confidence quhilk was leyed 
on him for refilling the calling of God to the ftudie of Theologie and Mini- 
fterie, he haid rather go throw a fyre of brimfton halff a myll lang. 

Sa, befor he wald open his mouthe at our table, whar ordinarlie ther raeall 
about, the ftudents opened vpe a chapter, and gathered fum nottes thervpon, 
he defyrit to haiff fum exerceis in privat with me and Mr Robert Dury, and 
fa annes in the ouk firft, therefter thryfe, our tyme about in a large wyde hous 
of the Collage, we handlit a chapter, till that way we paft throw the Epiftles 
to the Romanes and Hebrews ; but or we cam anie way fordwart in the He- 
brews, Mr Robert tuk the haill exerceis to himfelff, and haid vs auditors, to 
our grait ioy and comfort. Therefter we drew him to the Scholl, whar the 
ftudents haid ther privat exerceifes befor the Maifters ; from that to the Table, 

o 
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and fyne to the morning doctrine on the Sabbathe, to quhilk a multitude of 
the bell peiple of the town reforted. Sa it pleafed God at that tyme, to my 
lingular vphauld and incuragment in his fervice, to begin to trean vpe and 
fram that maift notable preatchour for the tyme of reftitution of his deceyit 
and captiued Jerufalem. 

During this tyme, the firft intelligence be wryt I gott of Mr Andro, wad of 
the Bifchopes biffinefi, a iuft copie of whafe Articles he lend me hame ; the 
quhilk I haiff thought meit heir to infert, for cleiring of the controuerlie be- 
tuix the Kirk and him, and to fchaw whow craftelie and malitiuflie that fjr- 
cophant calumniattes the ordour and conclufionnes of Discipline befor fett down, 
therby to haiff catchit a vantage, giff he could haiff gottin, be fie information, 
a cenfour of the breithring of the French Kirk, Geneu, Tygurie, &c., and to 
mak ws and our Difcipline odius to the Quein and Kirk of Eingland. 



Articles quhilk the Bischope of St Andros oaiff out in Einoland to thb Frenchb 

Kirk at Londone, send to Geneu, Tygurie, &c 1583. 

The Ordour apointed be the Miniflers of Scotland obtrudit to the King be thorn, 

1. As titer ps] a difference betwix the Ciuill polecie and government of the Kirk, ik is ther 
diners governoure apointed for the an and for the vther, 

2. The ciuill magiflrat rewlit in bis politik effeares only, and the fpiritnall governours in the 
effeare8 of the Kirk. 

3. As fpiritnall rewlares does ezceid thair boundes, if they interpoys ypon ciuill and politik 
matters ; fo does the Prince or ciuill magiflrat, if he pretend in maters ecclefiafticall. 

4. The exemple of Vzziah, King of Juda, declares that kings fould be aflrayed to middle with 
maters perteining to the Kirk. 

5. It is an herefie to a Prince to vfurpe the tytle to be called the Head of the Kirk* 

Thefe above wryttin concern the Princes dewtie. — Thefe that follow concern the 

government and polecie of the Mini/trie* 

1. The Ordour wbarby the Kirk fould be govemit, alfweill in preatching of the Word, mini- 
ftration of Sacraments, as difcipline ecclefiafticall, is fufficientlie and rullie fett furthe in the Scrip- 
tures, and hes neid of na farder ; and the Minifters of the Word of God fould haiff na iniunctionee 
giffen to tham in pretching of the Gofpell, hot fould fpeak as the Word of God puttes in thair 
fflouthe. 

2. The government of the Kirk confiftes in thrie fortes ; in Paftor, Doctor, Senior, wha augfat to 
haiff the baill difcipline of the Kirk in thair powar ; and Paftors to be fie as hes a particular flolt 
wha lykwayes fould be called Bifchopes. 
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8* The office and efteat of Bifchopes, as they ar of provinces and dyoceis, can nocht ftand with 
the Word of God 

4. Enerie Parlor within his awin congregation fould haiff a nomber of Seniores or Eldars, of laic 
men, to affift tham in counfall for the government of the Kirk ; and in enerie compas, or reafon- 
able precinct of boundee, thair fould be erected a Prefbyterie, cxrafifting in the Paftors and Doctors, 
and fie vther laic perfones, as be election may be afibciat within the (am. And thefe Preibyters 
fonld haiff cair of the doctrine and maners within thair bounds* and of the election of Paftors, when 
anie of tham fall happin to inleak ; and powar of excommunication, and difpofitkm of benefices. 

5. The Synodall Aflemblie does confift in manie Frefbyteries, lyk as the Presbyteries in manie 
particular kirks ; and in the Preibyteries and Generall Aflemblie*, an Moderator is to be chofin be 
the confent of the reft at enerie meitting, and his powar to continow to the nixt Aflemblie ther- 
efter. 

6. Thair is appellation from the particular to the Prefbyterie, from the Prefbyterie to the Sy- 
nodall, and from the Synodall to the Generall, if anie man be hurt and greivit. And the Generall 
Aflemblie does confift of die Commiffionars, quhilk ar directed from die Synodall Aflemblie* to 
the Generall : And in lyk maner the Aflemblie Generall fould haiff a Moderator chofin at enerie 
meitting, 

7. The Aflemblie Generall hes powar to mak lawes, canones, and conftitutionnes, for the effeares 
of the haill Kirk, and to determine in all maters ecclefiafticall, in election of Paftores, depofition, 
iufpenfion, excommunication, herefie, and whatfumeuer effeares perteining to the Kirk. 

8. The Aflemblie Generall may appoint tymes of thair convention from Aflemblie till Aflemblie, 
and convein thamfelues without anie licence impetrat of the Prince for that effect. 

9. The Aflemblie Generall hes alfo powar to direct Commiffionars to the Kings Parliament, 
quhilks Commiffionars fould haiff the powar and authoritie of the Kirk, and nocht fie as ar Bifchopes, 
except they be from tyme to tyme authorifed with thair commiffion. 

10. The Aflemblie Generall hes alfo powar to direct, of thair awin nomber, certean to vifit the 
Kirks as occafion fall fall. And ther is na ordinar powar to vifit, except they haiff commiffion of 
the Kirk, and be directed from the General Aflemblie to that effect. 

11. Benefices ar the invention of the deuQl, and na man aucht to pofles rent or leiving; bot 
Deacones fould lift vpe the Kirk rents, and diftribut the fam, according to the ancient canones* 

12. Patrones and patronages ar nocht to be tolerated in the reformit Kirk, as occaffiones of into* 
lerable corruptionnes. Bot the patrones fould refing in fawours of the Deacones : And giff patrones 
fould be permitted, they fould nocht haiff the choife of the election of the perfone ; bot efter the 
perfone is elected be theparochine or Prefbyterie, then the patrones aucht to confer the leiving onlie 
to the perfone intrant, and the diftribution of the faid leiving immediatlie to be giffen to the Dea- 
cones. 

IS. Ther behnges to the patrimonie of the Kirk all fie temporall and fpirituall lands, teinds, 
rents, as hes bein at anie tyme foundit or dotted thervnto. And it is a facrilage to the Prince, or 
anie inferior perfone, to middle therwith, except the Deacones onlie to the vfe forfaid. 

14. Giff the Prince wald contravein the Actes of the Generall Aflemblie, he may be alfweill 
excommunkat as anie inferiour in the realme. 
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Followes the Judgment of the Bybkeptf 

be the lamed Doctors and Mimfiers of Gods Word in Etngland, Geneu, 
or <4j&her,forfvppkmtingcffa 

1. For the Prince. 

1. It is ane of ike graitteft parts of the Prindie offioe, to appotnct a godlie Ordonr to the Kirk, 
and to tak head that the Jam be meanteined andkeipit»* 

2. It proceidit from the tyrannic of the Paipe, till airogat to the Clergie the haOl government of 
the Kirk, and to exclud tberfira Chriftian prineoa and godlie inagiftrates, wha (bald be nurifhes of 
the Kirk, and keipars of bathe the Tables. 

3. Princes m tmur avrin cowntries ar cheiff headee vnder 
as temporally and thair indgment in bathe is foreran. 

4. Giff the rewlars of the Kirk has done wrang, appellation is lawful! to die Prindie powar, be 
whafe authorise the faming fonld be rcdreffit, 

2. For tke Mini/trie. 

1. It is maift neeeffiur that a guid ordonr and form be prefcryvit in the Kirk, aHweill in die fcr- 
vice of God as in publict doctrin, that all things may be den ordeurlm, and na man tranigres the 
limites and bounds apointed in the Scripture, voder pretext of the libertie of the Spreit of God. 

2. The government of the Kirk does confiftin the anthoritie and powar of the Biichope, to whom 
ar committed this dyoceis and provinces in government. 

3. The office of Bifchope is of the Apoftolic inftitution, and maift aggreable to the primitive 
pnritie of the Kirk of God. 

4. The ordination and ordinarie Judgment of Paftocsbelang^totfeBif^ope, withoat wbaft »- 
thoritie whafoener doea prefnme to the Paftorall core, enters nocht at the dnr, bot ower the dyic 

5. Doctors hes na power to preatche, bot be die anointment of Bifchope; nether haiff they anie 
fordar powar in governing the Kirk. 

6. Seniors or Eldars, of the laic fort, is nocht agreable with the Scripture, nor ancient pnritie of 
tin primitiue Kirk*. 

7. Prefbyteries to be apomted of gentflmen, or lords of the ground, and vthers aflbdatt with the 
Minifters, is na vther thing bot till induce a grait confnfion in die Kirk, and an occafion of oonti- 
nnall feditkm. 

8. The ordonr of apointing Moderators in Preibyteries or Aflemblies to be alterit at thair inettt* 
ing, is nather canonicall efter the Scriptures, nor aggreiable to die ordonr of the primhiue Kirk ; m 
the quhilk it hes bein locaU in die Bifchopes feat, and nocht electine and variable, as was die War* 
deanes of the Frires. 

9. The Synodall Aflemblie fonld be moderat and governed be die Bifchope, in euerie province 
and dyocie, and be him fonld ordonr be takin that the Kirks be weiH fervit. 

10. The Generall Aflemblie of a realme hes nocht powar to convein tharafelff bot vpon a grait 
and weghtie occafion mtimat to the Prince, and licence granted thsrto. 

11. Tber is na Aflemblie that hes powar to eftablk lawes and conftitutionea within the realm, 
bot fie as ar allowit of the Prince and his Efteat. 

12. The refort of the Prelates of the Kirk to the Kings Parliament and grait CounuU, for the 

• OUT thir grands be Ifcft Jtaken to or nocht, tbii tynw experience mar ten. 160a 
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weghtie effetrea of die retime, is maift neceflar ; end that Minifters fall prefwn to direct of thair 
number to the CoanfaU mid Farhament, it is an intolerable arrogancie. 

13* Vifitatura is an office neceflar in the Kirk, and proper to die function of a Bifchope, and fie 
as ar apeinted be him for that efiect. 

• 14, Benefices and patronagea bee bein zealuflie and godlie apointed be onr antecefibura, and 
Chriftian Faftors may with fluff confeience inioy the faming. And the Deaconee to be apointed 
ower the Kixk rente is an prepoftenu imitation of the primitiae Kirk, without anie kynd of rea- 
lone* 

15. The patrimome of the Kiik is that, qohOk, be the lawee and eftectee of eovntreyes, bekngs 
to the Kirk and interteinment thairo^ and nocht that aboondance wherwith the Roman Kirk did 
owerflew. 

Thir laft Articles, plean contradictorie to the eftablifled difcipline of the Kirk 
of Scotland, the laid Bifchope of St Andros prefented to the Bifchopes of Can- 
terbury and London ; alfo to the Minifters of the Frenche Kirk at Londone, 
and to findrie vther lernit men, alleaging tham, to be foundit vpon the Scrip- 
tures, and maift finceare antiqnitie ; willing tham, be vertew of a commiffion 
giffen to him be the Kings Maieftie of Scotland, to intreat of thir maters, to 
confirm the lam be thair fubfeription and approbation. 

And mairower, he wrot to Geneu and Tigurie finiftrus information of all 
our proceidings, and as belt might ferae to purchas, and haid bein neuer fo 
lytle a hinkling of ther pen till haiff born out his courfe, and maid vant of for 
his creadit at Court Bot, as my vncle directed me, I maid his biflines knawin 
at hame, and informit all the guid breithring of his proceidings, and fend co- 
pies of his Articles abrode throwout the countrey. And, on the vther part, Mr 
Andro, wha warred him far in credit without the countrey, amangs the belt 
and maift lerned, namlie at Geneu and Tigurie, wrot vnto the Kirks at 
hunthe in the breithrings nam, and informit tham of the man, and all his pro- 
ceidings and purpofe, in his delling with thame. The quhilk epiftle, becaufe 
it cleires bathe the caufe and ftorie better nor I can fet it down, I haiff trans- 
lated, and thought maift meit to be infert in this place. 

To the maift Renerend Fathers, and onr maift lowing Brethring in the Lord Jefns, 

the Paftors of the Kirk of Genena and Tigurie. 

» 

It is now almaift fyftein yeira, Renerend Fathers in God, and Breithring in the Lord, maift wor- 
fchipfull, fen that grane and lerned men, and that quhilk is cheiff burning with wyfe and fincere 
ieall of the glorie of God, and heltbe of his Kirk, informed with your precepts, and inftrncted with 
your exemples, hathe in the firft planting of onr Kirks conioyned with the pnritie of doctrine the 
holmes of difcipline : And that thair vniforme confent and aggreiment in all poinctes witnefled tnto 
the haill warld, might left vnto the pofteritie, they fnbfcryrit your Confeffion. In the fnttfteppes 
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of the quhilk guid and godlie renouned men, we tberefter infilling, hah?, nixt efter the heavinlie 
oracles of the Word of God, following the doctrine and confutation of your Kirk, keip the (km 
conrfe vnto this prefent day ; and farther, alio leanning on the mercie and gnidnes of oar God, and 
in the ftrynthe of his Holie Spreit, we dout nocht conflantlie, without weireing, to bald the fam vnto 
the end. Of the quhilk, our purpofe and conftant aggriment with yow in doctrine and difcipltne, 
we haiff fond of Gods goidnes this fruict, that indaring fa manie yeirs na herefie hes fprnng oat in 
oar Kirks ; nan com from vther places hes taken rat, entered anie thing deiplie, or remeaned anie 
fpace of tyme in the hart of anie man, mikle les to haiff growin vpe or cropen abrode. Na obftinst 
Papift or trefpaflbur, pablictlie knawin, hes it fafferit lang to converfe amangs ws, vntean ordoor 
withe. Sa it hes pleafit the Lord to bles the labours of his fervantes, vndertakin according to the 
direction of his Word ; and vnto this day to heape fa grait and incredible happines, of his awin fin* 
gular guidnes, ypon the congregationnes of Scotland. 

But in the mean tyme, alas I whill as we anfwerit nocht vnto fa grait and rare a grace and goidnes 
of God toward ws, be that thankfulnes of mynd, obedience to his Word, and diligence in our dew- 
ties, that becam ws, Bebauld of the fearfall iudgment of God, bat indeid iuftlie deferuit, Sathan 
fa blinds with auarice and ambition, ane nocht of ws, albeit amangs ws, bearing the office of a mi* 
nifter, that forgetting, as fayes the poet, bathe his awin fcham and the helthe of his breithring, and 
that quhilk is mair miferable, calling af all guid continence, and making (hipwrak of bis fathe, goes 
fordwart without ceaiing to mix heavin with erthe, and with vtter confufion to trouble all things. 
For when he haid left his flok, and vnwitting of the Kirk haid croppin in Court ; when be haid 
nocbt onlie with fubtill craft and polecie intrudit himfelff in the efleat of fals bifchopes, of new 
fprung vpe againe from the holies, the qnhilk he haid oppugned of befor, hot alfo haid taken planlie 
vnto him, that fals vfurped authoritie quhilk in his ferinonts publiclie he haid damned, qnhilk opin- 
lie in a maift frequent Aflemblie Generall of the Kirk be haid oftentymes abiurit, and the qnhilk, be 
findrie fubfcriptiones and hand wryttes, he haid renuncit and giffen ower ; when, as he haid addict- 
ed himfelff to the maift vyle fervitude and flauerie, and with the fworn enemies to the gaid efleat 
of the Conn trey, Kirk, and Relligion, in a maift filthie caufe ioyned and bandit himfelff; when, that in 
doutfull maters and difparit helthe of his body, he haid nocht onlie confulted with witches concern- 
ing the efleat of King and Countrey, hot alfo for releiff of his feiknes he haid erneftlie fought the 
helpe and fupport of deuilrie and witchcraft ; when, that efter a ftubburn fylence from pretching 
the fpace of a hatll yeir vnder clok of feiknes and infirmitie, he haid, to fofter and fteir vpe the per- 
nitius affectionnes of the Court, maid twa maift turbulent and feditius fermonts ; when he haid, 
with the Machiavellians of the Court, and the Papes trafecturs at ham, deuyfit maift crewall conn* 
falles againft the lyff, lands, and efteat of the beft and maift zealus noble men, and vthers guid gen- 
tilmen and fubiects of the countrey ; when he haid don monie vther things, quhilk nather tyme fuf» 
feres, and fcham forbiddes, to wryt ; and now, when formall proces vpon the forenamed maift 
odius, hynous crymes was lead and deducit againft him befor the Preibyteries and Afiemblies, and 
for that caufe, jefter that he was inhibit, as maift iklanderus and vnworthie till vfe the fanction of 
minifterie, vnto the tyme that the laft cenfor of the Kirk might ftrik vpon him, to cut him of from 
the body of tbe fam as a maift contagius and corrupt member, he obteines a frie legacie from his 
MdP* to pas to vther nationnes, whar, vnder pretence and clok of curing his difeafes and feiking of 
his helthe, he might moyen all the meanes and wayes he could (as his verie deids hes declarit) to 
vex and trouble the Kirk, the quhilk now he haid leyit in his bait to flay and diftroy as bis deadlie 
enemie. Yie will giff ws, as we hope, this leiue, (reuerend fathers and breithring in the Lord,) in 
the caufe of God and his Kirk, fimplie and planlie to deall with yow, for that onlie a cearfiar of the 
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hart is witnes that we yeild na thing in this preftnt narration to oar privat affections, bot rather 
owerpas manie things of fett purpofe, qnhilk the caufe itfelff requyres. 

In London, then, letting himfelff oat as Ambafiator for his Ma tia , he thifteouflie intreated often- 
tymes of fecret porpofes with the Ambafiator* of France and Spean. Withe oar niboar bifchopes 
(for ther amangs oar niboars he remeaned, nather porpofed he at the beginning to go anie farder,) 
be haid. fie conference, be the qnhilk he tradocit the beft of oar nobilitie and fnbiects as feditios 
and treasonable. He giffes himfelff to fie devyfles and coonfalls, be the ftrainthe and effect 
wharofj at this tyme, the maift lernit and fathfall paftores, in bathe the kingdomes, ar forced atber 
haillelie to keipe fylence and leaoe the miniflerie, or then by flight and exyll to iaiff thair ly ves, or 
els to eflay the filthie weirines of ftinking prefibnes ; or then of neceffitie to do that qnhilk onlie re- 
meanes againa thair dewtie and confidence, to fubferyve to the ambitius tyrannic of the fals 
bifchopes, and to the impietie of manie corrupt rytes and ceremonies. Of this comes thofe Archi- 
epifcopaU Letters, wrytten to yow and the breithring of Tygurie, be the qahilks that meruelus, cun- 
ning, and fyne artifice, in feinyeing and diflembling what he will, bathe does hording ws with mis 
and forgit crymes, and bring the government of oar Kirk, tradacit be manie calumnies, into dout 
and queftion. Albeit, he is les ignorant then anie man : and oar awin confidence beares ws record, 
ws to baiff prefied erneftlie to that, that the discipline of the Kirk might be taken out of the Word 
of God, fa far as could be, and that it fould nocht pas a iot from the iudgment of your Kirks* 
Wbarfor, lyk as it fould be fuperfloos to ws to open vpe and declar oar iudgment vnto yow, nam- 
lie concerning maters of difcipline, feing whatfoeoer we baiff iu that mater, we willinglie and 
planlie confes to haiff receaued it of yow ; and that we altogidder agrie with yow in all poincts, 
fa memeloaflie does oar mynds and willes, be the vertew of Gods Spreit, concent in an barmonie. 
Sa will we nocht, for fear bathe of temeritie and impudence, prefcryve vnto yow anie form of an- 
ftrering, or maner of wrytting againe to die Bifchopes Letters and Qneftionnes. Of this onlie, at this 
tyme, wald we haiff yow perfuadit, that the guid ordoor of the Kirk, the quhilk Adamfone durft 
firft vndermynd fecretlie, and therefter opinlie oppong, and now at laft wickt'dlie to calumniat, 
fathleflie to mean fwear, and malitiuflie to deteait as Papall tyrannic, mother of confufion, and 
faggot of fedition, hes bein receavit within oar Kirks, conform to the Word of God, and maner of 
the confUtutionnes of your Kirks, euer fen the firft tyme that Papiftrie was chaffit away ; and in- 
continent approuit be the vottee of the haill efleates of the coontrey in Parliament, and, piece and 
piece, at laft, of the mercie of God, hes bein brought to fum mediocritie of perfection, la far, at the 
leaft, as the fmalnes of that mifibor quhilk God bes beftowit vpon ws might attein vnto ; and quhilk 
thrie yeirs ago hes bein approvin, fealled vpe, and ratefeid be the profefilon of the mouthe, holie 
and feirfull aithe of the Lord interponit, and fubfeription of the hand of the King himfelff, and 
enerie ane of his fobiects, grait and fmall, of what ordonr, rank, and efteat foeuer they war ; and 
that be the expres letters patents of his Ma* 16 , commanding all and findrie, vnder the hieft pean, to 
do the fun. 

Now, altho thefe things be fa in verie deid as is declarit, and this our difcipline be corroborat be 
diuers and manifold vfe and experience, maifter of foolles, in all partes and in euerie occafion 
fallin out continoallie thir xxr yeirs bypaft. Neoertheles the aduerfiur, efter that he haid maid the 
maift godlie and flout, alfweill of the nobilitie as of inferioor efteates, wba haid bein the fpeciall 
inftramenta of God in the defence and eftablifment of Relligion and the caufe of the King, be con- 
ducit and fuborned accufars, waillit out of the number of fie men wha haid fauld thamfeloes in faull 
and body, to work all kynd of iniquitie and rillanie for warldlie preferment, and be fids forgit 
crymes maift craftelie and deceatfollie leyit vpon tham, ather to be accofit of thair lyves and want 
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the head, or to be cotnprehendit and caften in priflbn, banuTed, and forfiudt, to the intent, thai 
nan fonld be left to ganftand thair godles courfe. This adnerJar, I »y, eanfit the Kings Ma* in* 
continent, and thefe Papifticall epicnreana and bludie clients of the Hona of Gnife and Qnein Mo- 
ther, be the qubilks his Grace ia hanldin in fearfull bandea and abus, to conrocat a Parliament of 
the thrie Eftett of the countrey, to bring the laming into ryle and bond flanerie. For nather durft 
they reafone of the maters proponit, nor therefter giff thair rottes and radgment frilie, according 
to the wonnted libertie of the Efteatea of Scotland, and the laudable government of our nation. Bos 
in a new and maift ftrange maner, the Kings will being maid a law and reafone for all things, the 
Preibyteries ar vtterlie peruerted, the pfeudo epifcopall tyrannic reftorit, the King, be a plena 
law, receave* a fall and abfolut powar to command and rewll in maters, alfweill ecclefiafticall as 
eivill. The fentences of excommunication, lawfnllie pronunced be the Prefbyteries, be thair an* 
thoritie is duanulled and declarit to be of na fora or effect And finalie, all ecclefiafticall iurifdio 
tion, and nixt ruder the King, all powar of rewling in the Kirk, ia giflen to the fab bifchopes, 
qnhilks war of befor, when the Kirk ftude, ather maift inillie excommunicat, or lying rnder the pro* 
ces of the Kirks centaurs, as knawin maift iklandema and ynhoneft perfonea throwont all the 
conn trey. 

Amang the qnhilk the cbeiff captan and rewlar, even the author, and forger, and cheiff executor 
of all this wickednes, is Patrik Adamfone, die mis Bifchope of St Andros, wha fteying rpon this 
perpetnall and pontificiall dictatura, mernelns it is whow craftelie he rages againft the paftora of 
the Kirk, and all gnid men, for bathe he propynea certean Articles, (flcartit togidder be him,) or 
rather blottes of that comlmes and ordonr, qnhilk fonld be in Chryfta Kirk drawin newlie out of 
t he dregges of the cnpe of the Antichryft mto the lawrnll paftora to drink, and als be the antho- 
ritie of the King, obtrnds tham to be fubfcryrit rnder the pean of banifinent, incarceration, or de- 
pryring of tfaam from thair minifterie. Be the qnhilk Articles, bathe that libertie of preatchingthe 
Word being opprefied, is aitemperat vnto the Infta and pleafnrea of men ; and fteat of public* 
prayer, with the fimplicttie of ryttes, in miniftration of the facraments and celebrating of manage, 
is filtbelie adulterat, and manie rther things againft the expres Word of God is committed. He 
hes pitinflie deftroyed the Collage a fyre yeira fince, at die command of the King ; and be a fpe- 
ciall Act of Parliament, confecrat to holie erudition and renew, that onKe a antifeminarie, of the 
knawlage of the tonnges and fincere theologie, in all the realme of Scotland, fett donn and planted 
againft the manifold feminaries of the biffie Jefnites, cafting out therof all the profeflbrs and ftn- 
dents, and fpnlyeing the Bibliothek and wryttings therof, it nocht being obfcore what Sathan pnr- 
pofes by this doing ; to wit, that the light of hearinlie knawlage being extingnifit, we be mrolned 
again in themift and darknea of Jefniticall fophiftrie ; that we, wha began in the fprit, may end in 
the fleche ; that the wynyeard of the Lord, fpoilled of the fanegards and defence of his hedge, 
might be eatten rpe of wyld beafts ; and, finalie, the walles of Jernialem caft down, the ianctniirie 
may be brunt and defylit. Vnto the holie peace, concord, and mitie with our nibours, to whale 
frindfchipe we ar ioyned fa ftreatlie, firft be bands of religion, libertie, and conqneft therof by thair 
fpeciall helpe and meanes, and therefter confirmed with manifold benefites, they prefer the fnwour 
and frindfchipe of the Gnifiana, and the reft of thefe monftrnns Readeattins in France, qnha cdehrat 
that bludie drunken feaft of Bartholomew in Paris, with that horrible butcherie of the holie mar- 
tyres of God, the qnhilk our Court now aihrmes raftlie to haiff bein mafiacred. Yea, they haue 
perfuadet our Joes to receaue in Atbalia in the aflbciation and fellowfchip of the Sceptor and 
Croun, without whafe guid will, benediction, and full delyrerance, they contend that naSher can 
he happelie ring and lawfnllie at heme, nor obtein the empyre of the whole ID of Britannie. Be 
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the bludie couniall and direction of the qnhilk Athalia, all things has proceidit, fen Monfienr 
Obigniea firft coming in Scotland, in fie fort, that according therto, a thrie yeirs ago, the Erie of 
Morton, Regent of Scotland, and now latlie the Erie of Gowrie, bothe moft float and valiant ad- 
oengars and defendan of Relligion and the Kings canfe, be the fals fentence of corrupted iodges, 
war drenmvenit and opprefled. At whafe pleafore and will, albeit captine, the beft nobilitte and 
peirea of the land, the frakeft and maift zealns in relligion, in dicta caufa rnhard, ar forfaulted, 
pointed for the flanchtar and drawin to the gibets and comonn place of execution, and all thair 
guids and geare, as the clothes of the innocent to the hangman, ar giflen to the fanlles clyent of 
Gmfe and Athalia. To qnhilk merciles men, with the gnids and gear of the nobleft, beft, and 
maift innocent, as whh the fpnilzie of thair enemies, ar gorgtuflie arrayit, and accompanied warlyke 
with a fort of limmers and godles fuddartes, moft feirfoll and dolorns to the gnid and godlie, and 
profitable and plefand to the vngodlie and wicked. They abrogat and braks Gods lawes, and maks 
wrang and vniuft, and puts tham fcharplie in execution ; fa that in na place ener could that be mair 
treolie fpokin, 

Jam late impietas graflator libera, pafflm 

Omnia plena mails : 
Cum penes ininftos ins eft, et infla molonun 

Sunt metoenda bonis. 

Now rages loafs vngodlines in land* 

In enerie place all isfidl of* moleft, 
Wbill as the right is in the wrangfall hand, 

And warft mens lawes ar feirfull to the beft. 

Sie now, altho we fonld keipe filence, renerend fathers and maift lowing breithring in the Lord, 
what meines the qoeftiones of Adamfone anent the powar of the Prince in making of ecclefiafticall 
lawes, and conftitoting of the polecie of the Kirk, in conrocating of Synods and Generall Aflem- 
biies, and in proclaming of Faftes ; to wit, that na thing be fa far and facrat amangs ws, qohilk be 
the wickednes of thefe mifchant men fall nocht be violat and rndone. He knawes weill aneache, 
nather can he be ignorant of that qnhilk he hes fo often read and lerned of your maift godlie and 
lerned wrytings, That it perteines nocht to the Prince to prefcryre ather relligion to the Kirk, or 
difcipline to the Paftors therof ; bot be his authorise to confirme bathe the an and the vther, 
apointedbe God, and fincerlie declarit out of his Word, be the miniftrie of his fervantes ; to reuenge 
and poniihe all corrupting of clein doctrin, contempt of holie difcipline, and perturbation of law- 
fell ordonr, for the quhilk vfe and pnrpofe he hstbe receavit the fword ; to decore the Aflemblies, 
giff neid beis, with his prefence ; to arme the innocence of this miniftrie be his faiffgard and de- 
fence; iffther aryfe controuerfies amangs the Paftors fumtymes, to compofe and agrie the fam be 
Ins anthoritie interponed ; to promoue, be gaid lawes maid for that effect, thefe things qnbilk ar 
bwroJlie conftitat be die Aftemblies ; and to do manie vther things for the weill of the Kirk, 
qnhilks wer lang to rehers, and vnneidfull. Bot far nherwayes does he fitt in the Synods amangs 
the Paftors, then he does in the throne of the kingdome amangs the Efteattes — heir to mak lawes 
for fnbiects and command, bot ther to receane lawes from God to obey. And finalie, the coming 

• Or, Bland 
P 
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of the enemie to be declarit be the found of the trumpet of the watchmen, as Eaechiell and Joel 
commands* 

And albeit, that fum things be callit ecclefiafticall, and vther things ciuill, and the ciuill aper- 
tean to the Comoun weill, the vther to the Kirk, yit it is nocht fa mikle to be confident what things 
is handlit as whow ; feing the knawlage of an and the felff lame thing, a way, and in fun refpect, 
aperteines vnto the magiflrat, and an yther way to the Senat Ecclefiafticall ; and yit fie a mater 
nather does the Kirk ciuilie, nor the Connfall or Parliament ecclefiafticallie, intreat *xi* yXmwumt 
uf 'A$w* — fait to Dyfert, or colles to Newcaflell. And as twitching the Convention of the nobi- 
litie at Ruthren, and the iudgment of the Aflemblie concerning that mater, What neid is ther to 
wryt ? The hallieft and bell part of the nobilitie and efleates of the realme, without anie tumult 
or flauchter, comprehending and putting in priflbne ane or twa wicked men, removed a peft from 
the Comoun weill, a fure mifcheiff fra the Kirk, and delyverit the King from prefent danger, bathe 
of body and fault. The King callit a Convention of the Efleates. He declarit the danger wherin 
himfelff, the Kirk of God, and Comoun welthe, was brought in by the connfall of wicked men — he 
commends the fathfalnes and ftoutnes of the nobilitie, wha haid delyverit his Ma 1 * 6 , the Kirk, and 
Comoun weill, from fa prefent a danger — frie and graue fentences and vottes ar fpoken — all with a 
voice commends the deid. Ane Act is maid be the Efleates, be the quhilk the conveining of the 
nobilitie at Ruthren is approven as guid fervicedone for King and Comoun weill. And at the fun 
tyme the Generall Aflemblie of the Kirk was conveinit, vnto the quhilk was fend fra the noble 
men that tuk fa guid a wark in hand to purge tham from the calumnies of euill willars, and from 
all fufpition of privat factionnes and fedition, and to notifie and approue the deid to the Aflemblie 
and all guid men. Tber is alfo fend to the Aflemblie ane or twa Commiflionara from the King : 
From the AfTemblie alfo vnto the King ther is directed lykwayes fum of the breithring with his 
Ma"* Commiflionara, to vnderfland the Kings awin mynd in that mater, and report it again to the 
breithring. In the Kings awin nam and words, it is reported to the AfTemblie againe, that his 
Ma ae acknawlegit in verie deid, himfelff, the Comoun weill, and the Kirk of God, to haiff bein re- 
tained of a maifl grait and extream danger ; and for that caufe thanked God hartlie, and willit the 
Aflemblie, and euerie an of the breithring, according to thair office, diligentlie to trauell, that the 
comoun danger, now being remouit be the ftoutnes of the nobilitie, the wark of delyverance be- 
goun fould be bauldlie profecut and perfyted, fa that bathe in thair prayers to God, and fermontes 
in publict to the peiple, they fould haiff in fpeciall recommendation fa guid, fa holie, and wholfome 
a caufe of the King, Kirk, and Comoun weill. The Aflemblie obeyes, and giffes thanks to God 
in a Angular maner, for heiring of the prayers of the Kirk, quhilks haid bein powred out with a fo- 
lem fail and humiliation a lytle befor the aryfing of the delyverance from the fworn fuddarts of the 
Hous of Guife, and of our Athalia, Obignie being captan to tham, wha haid fa fearlie opprefied 
the Kings Ma 110 , Kirk, and Comoun weill, with a miflie night of captiuitie and blak darknes of 
fchamfull fervitude. And this is that quhilk our guid Bifchope ezagitates, to bring the breithring 
in hatred and invy, wha efchames nocht befor yow to plead the caufe of the Papifts, whom he 
can nocht fuffer to be counted for goattes be the trew Parlors, whafe office is to feid the Lambes 
of Jefus Chryfl. But the bearer preffes ws, and peraduenture this is over mikle, namlie vnto yow 
wha is acquented with the fmelling out of the craft and fubteltie of fie wolffes. And therfor in end 
we pray yow, bathe in your privat and publict prayers, to commend to our comoun Father the 
Kirks in bathe the countries, for the graitefl part is deflitut of thair Pallors, and fa ezponit to the 
intrufion of bludie wolffes ; and that yie wald, in this grait darknes, fchyne befor wa be your fath- 
full connfall, wha, fear againft our willes, ar pullit away from our awin dear flockes* From, ftc 
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1584. — Bot to turn bak againe, and deduce the Stone of our efteat till we 
followed Mr Andro, and war all fean to flie efter him. About the beginning of 
Apryll that yeir, 1584, the deuill efiayit the flay of my werk, trauelles for hald- 
ing vpe the wark of the Collage of Theologie, or rather hadding in anie fpark 
of lyff in it. For the (Economus of the Collage, wha held the hous, -and intro- 
meted with the haill leiving therof, being a flight and war man, and percei- 
ving the efteat of the Kirk deceying, and graitlie to be hated be the Court, 
he thought it wald nather be profitable nor fure for him to be in that place of 
fervice in the Kirk ; for he haid his intelligence and collufion with the Bifchope 
alwayes. And therfor, whowbeit in the middes of the yeir, when all things 
war at the deireft, and he haid vplifted the beft and fureft part and peyment 
of the Collage leiving, yit he comes to me, and wald neides giff ower his of- 
fice, and leaue the halding of our hous in the Collage. . This was wounderfull 
heavie to me, being owerburdenit with teatching and governing of the ftu- 
dents in thair difputes, exerceifes, and converfation ; for the hous of the Col- 
lage, annes giffen vpe, the ftudents behoued to fkatter, and all exerceis ceas. 
Yit it pleafed God to giff me a hart refolued to be doing what I could, think- 
ing it the beft, when euer the vifitation of the Lord fould com, to be fund oc- 
cupeit in his wark. Therfor, with the advys of Mr Robert Bruce, wha maift 
lowinglie and cearfullie affifted ine in all, I called the faid (Economus to his 
comptes, gaiff him a difcharge of his intromiffion, fa far as he clared him be 
iuft compt, and vndertuk myfelff the furneling of the hous, whervnto my 
wyff was a right and ftedable helpe, and fa put af that monethe. 

This monethe of Apryll was a moft anxius and perplext monethe to the 
Kirk and haill countrey of Scotland : Wherin about the Patch, the Erles of 
Angus and Mar, the Maifter of Glammes, accompanied with thair frinds, oc- 
cupied the town and caftle of Stirueling, luiking for the concurrance of the 
countrey to ftand be the guid caufe, and repres Captan James infolence. Bot 
finding cauld concurrance, and herring of the King with grait forces to be 
merching from Edinbruche to Stirling, war fean to flie and efchape into Eing- 
land. At the lam tyme, the breithring from all partes aflembling to St An- 
dros, whar the Generall Aflemblie was apoincted to be keipit, they fand a 
bofting fyrie Commiffionar* directed from the King, to craue a retractation 
of the approving of the Read of Ruthven, and a condamnator and excommu- 
nication of the noble men con veined at Stirling ; bot the graiteft part of the 

* My Lord Litle Jnftice, Mr Johne Graham, 
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breithring departed, and fie as remeaned refilled to hald an Aflemblie, and la 
fuffered the fam to defert. I haid then bathe the confort and difconfort to 
baiff Mr James Lawfone to be my gheft : To haiff the man to whom, for his 
grait affection, I was mikle addetted, and wha was cheiff for lerning, holines, 
powar in doctrine, and all guid vertues amangs the haill minifterie, in my 
hous interteaned the beft I could, it was a grait comfort and ioy to me ; bot 
to fie him in fie perplexitie, forow, and melancholie, it wald haiff grievit the 
hart of anie wha loued the caufe of Chryft. 

The King, with his forces, coming to Stirling, the town receaves him obe- 
dientlie. The Caftle nocht being furnelit, was fean to rander, luiking for ther 
lyves, bot gat na grace. The Erie of Gowrie, apprehendit in Dondie a whyll 
befor, is brought to Stirling, and ther beheadit. 

About the beginning of May, I was compellit throw neceffltie, bathe of the 
furneling of the foundat perfones in the Collage, and my awin famelie, to tak 
iorney athort Angus and Merns, whar the Collage leiving lyes, and gather in 
the rent dew to the Collage. In this mean tyme, the Bifchope is retourned 
from his embafiage. A Parliament is keipit at Edinbruche, in the quhilk 
lawes is fett down for reftraining of the frie pretching of the Word, and ower- 
thraw of the haill eftablified difcipline of the Kirk ; and that of fpeciall pur* 
pofe to be fiiares to tak the fathfull minifters in, for do what they could, they 
fould nocht efchape ather treaflbne againft Chryft or the King. For preatch- 
ing frilie the treuthe, they fould fall vnder the danger of thefe lawes ; and 
keiping fylence, or pretching to the pleafour of men, they fould betrey the 
caufe of Chryft. Thele lawes ar promulgat at the Mercat Cros of Edin- 
bruche, and wowes maid be Captean James, the Chancellar, and cheiff hand 
of that cours, that giff Mr James Lawfones head war als grait as a hay ftak, 
he fould caufe it lope from his haufe. The quhilk, when Mr James perceavit, 
be advys of his breithring of the Prefbyterie, and of the beft of his flok, and 
godlie barones and gentlemen about, with his brother and coleag, Mr Walter 
Balcanquall, withdrew himfelff fecretlie from Edinbruche, and paft in Eing- 
land. Bot befor they paft, Mr Robert Roul, accompanied with Mr Walter 
Balcanquall, and certean of the breithring, cam to the Mercat Cros at the 
verie publication of the Actes of Parliament, and tuk publict documents, that 
they protefted againft the laid Actes, (fa far as twitched the Kirk,) in the nam 
of the Kirk of Scotland, &c. 

Returning from Angus, all thir newes is tauld me, and that the bruit was, 
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that I was away with the reft ; whowbeit, indeid, as yit it cam na wayes in my 
mynd to leaue the Collage, bot was refoluit to be fund ther when euer it plea- 
fit God to vifit me. Sa the Sabbathe efter my ham coming, I went to the 
Kirk, and efter noone my vncle Roger, knawing fordar nor I did, comes ower 
from Dondie, and finding a frind of his in St Andros, tauld him that the 
Bifchope was coming hame with a commiffion to tak me ; and therfor be* 
ibught him nocht to leaue me till I aggreit to go ower to Dondie with him. 
Sa he delt with Mr Robert Bruce and vthers my frinds, and importuned me 
la, that it behoued me to go with him, as I did that night to Dondie. The 
newes that comes to me the morn was, that the Bifchopes men, with the Ma- 
giftrats, haid bein cerfing the Collage and my hous for me, and haid fought 
out all my lettrones and wryttes ; and that my dittay was allready inacted, 
interteining of intelligence with my vncle, the Kings rebell, &c. 
. Sa feiking refolution cairfullie of my God what to do, a cufing of my awin 
name, of his awin frie motion and accord, offerit to me, be the affiftance of 
God, to put me faiff in Bervik within twentie four houres be fie. To this 
alio my vncle Roger, and vther frinds, aggreit Sa efter confutation with my 
God, and finding of his warrand in my hart, I concludit to* go, albeit nocht 
without grait tentationes and mikle heavines ; yit on the part reioyfing, that 
God gaiff the hart to leaue nathie countrey, houfe, and fweit lowing new map 
ried wyff, and all for the loue of him and his Chryft. Thus my cufing being 
a mariner, conducit a bott to carie a town of his portage wyn about to Carell, 
and decking me vpe in his fie attyre betymes in the morning, about the fim- 
mer folflice, tuk me in down vnder Dondie as a fhipbroken fie man ; and row- 
ing about, behouit to go to the heavin of St Andros, to los a certean of lkleatt 
fteanes, and becaufe it was law water, we behoued to ly a wbyll in the road 
till the water grew, whare the bott wanting ane owerlaft, the feall was caffen 
ower hir ta end, and ther I leyed vpe, left I fould be fpyed of film £hipes ryd- 
ding befyde. Bot within fchort fpace, partlie be rokking in the fie, and partlie 
for want of eare, I grew fa extream feik, that manie a tyme I befaught my 
cowling to fett me a land, fchofin rather anie fort of dethe for a guid caufe, 
nor fit to be tormented in a ftinking holl. And yit, whowbeit it was extream 
peanfull, I gatt ther notable median of vomitine, quhilk was a preferuatiue to 
my helthe all that yeir. Sa coming hard to the fteppes of the Archbifchopes 
peare at St Andros, we loffit our fkleattes, and tuk in viuers, and rowit out 
agean immediatlie, and cam that night to Pitmillie burn mouthe, wher I gead 
a land, and repofit me in my fie abbat And efter offers of grait kyndnes be 
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the Lard, and fdrnitour of a rubber of ftark Merche eall, betymes in the morn- 
ing we rowit out about the Nes. The day was hat. Ther was bot twa mien 
in the bott, by twa cufings of myne with myfelff : Of thefe twa we haid an at 
our deuotion, the vther was the awner of the bott, and verie euill affected ; bot 
the hat rowing, and the Hope with the ftark eall hard befyd him, maid him 
atteans to keaue ower aflipe. And it pleafit God- to fend a prettie pirhe of 
wound, wherby getting on a feall vpon hir, or euer our fchipper wakned we 
was a guid fpace befouthe the May ; wha feing he could nocht mend himfelff, 
was fean to yeild and agrie with his merchant for a hyre to Bervik. Bot be- 
ing af and on with Durabar, about ane efter noon comes af the hilles of La- 
mermure age a grait mift, with a tempeftous fchoure and drow, quhilk, or we 
could gett our fealles taklit, did caft ws about, and, or my cufing was awar, 
caried ws bak almaift to the May, with fie a how wa and fpene drift, that the 
bott being opin, he lukit for grait danger giff the ftormie fchoure haid con- 
tinowed. Bot the young man being verie fkilfull and able, ftarts to his kift, 
and tuk out a compas, and finding ws contrare our courfe, with mikle ado, 
wanting helpe, and fchipping of mikle water, he cult about and pykit on the 
wind, halding bathe the helme and fcheit, fufteining in the mean tyme euill 
langage of the fchippar in Head of helpe, till it pleafit God mercifullie to luik 
vpon ws, and within an houre and an halff to dryve away the fchoure and 
calme the drow, fa that it fell downe dead calme about the fun drawing leache. 
To keipe the fie all night in an opin litle bott, it was dangerus, and to go to 
Dumbar we durft nocht, fa of neceffitie we tuk ws toward St Tabs Heid. Bot 
we haiffing but twa eares, and the boat flaw and heavie, it was about alleavin 
houres of the night or we could win ther, whowbeit, na man was ydle, yea, 
I rowit myfelff till the hyd cam af my fingars, mair acquented with the pen 
nor working on an are. Coming vnder the crag, we rowit in within a prettie 
lytle holl betwix the mean and the head, whare eafelie going a land, we re- 
frefchit ws with cauld water and wyne ; and returning to our boot, fleipit the 
dead of the night, bot neidit nan to wakin ws, for foone be the day light pi- 
ped, ther was fie a noyfe of foulles on the crag, and about ws, becaufe of thair 
young annes, that we war almaift preffed to lainche out. Now we haid Caw- 
dingham bay and Hay mouth to pas by, and that but flawlie rowing be the. 
land, whar was the refidence of Alexander Home of Manderfton, an of our 
cheiff confederat enemies, and wha haid intercepted a boot of the Erie of An- 
gus coming about from Tamtallon to Bervik nocht long befor. This put ws 
in grait feir ; but our guid God gardit ws, making a fweit thik mift till aryfe, 



1584. MR JAMES MELVILL'S DIARY. 119 

wherby we might bot fkarflie gis at the fight of the land, and therfra nane 
could fie ws. Sa we cam on hulie and fear till we wan within the bounds of 
Bervik, whar we was in graiteft danger of all vnbefett in the mift be twa or 
thrie of the cobles of Bervik, quhilk war fa fwift in rowing, that they ged 
round about ws ; bot we being fy ve within burd, and haiffing twa piftolets, 
with thrie fwords, and they na armour, they were fean to let ws be, naralie 
when they vnderftud that we was making for Bervik. 

Thus gratiuflie protected be my guid God, I cam to Bervik, whar I fand 
Mr James Lawfone and Mr Walter Balcanquall, my vncle Mr Andro, Mr Pa- 
trik Forbes, appeirand of Cors, and fum vther gentlemen, but twa dayes befor 
entred in their iorney fouthe ower. And Mr James, with his colleg, war evin 
vpon thair voyage to follow, as they did within thrie or four dayes, acquent- 
ing me with thair frinds, and leaving me in thair rowm to pretche in the Kirk, 
as I was defyrit. 

Being in Bervik, I rememberit the fweit tender harted young las that I 
haid maried, and thinking our burding was nocht yit grait, nather knew I 
that fche was with chyld, I refolued with my God to fend for hir, and tak fie 
part togidder as it fould pleis his guidnes to bellow. And fa fatiffeing the bot- 
men to thair contentment, I lend bak with tham my cufing, Mr Alexander 
Scrymgeour (being then bot a fchollar, and now a man of guid giftes and ef- 
timation in the minifterie,) with a letter to my wyff, wha, calling all things 
afyde, cam to me with diligence, be the conduct of a fervant of the Einglis 
Ambafiatour, lying in Edinbruche for the tyme, and tuk part with me during 
all my foiourning in Eingland, to my grait confort. My cowfing, James Mel- 
uill, returned nocht bak to Scotland, bot tareid in Eingland, and occupied his 
calling ther all the tyme of our exyll. I taried at Bervik about a monethe, 
and teatched twyfe eurie ouk, wherby I gat verie grait freindfehipe, namlie 
of a maift curteus and godlie lady, my Lady Widdringtoun, fpoufe to Sir 
Harie Widdringtoun, Knight, and Maifter Governour of the town, vnder my 
Lord of Houndesdean, wha defreyed me of all my charges during the tyme I 
was ther, and offerit me ten crownes of gold at my parting, bot I haid na 
neid of tham, and therfor refufit tham thankfullie. I haid alio offered me, be 
diuers guid men and weimen of the town, bot haiffing of the bountifull libe- 
ralitie of my God aneuche brought with my wyff, I wald nocht incur anie 
liklihead of a mercenar ; bot trewlie I fand fie fectfull profeflioun of trew 
Chriftianitie in Bervik, as I haid never fein the lyk in Scotland. 

Efter rype and lang advyfinent with my God, I refolued to tak iorney 
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futhe ower, and as God fould call me to anie condition to teatche a fcholl, 
and therwithe keipe the mouthe quhilk he haid opened, in catecheifing and 
pretching of Chryft occupied, till thefe afflictiones war pad in Scotland, quhilk 
I luiked nocht indeid fould haiff bein quarter fa fchort as they war. 

In the mean tyme, the Erles of Angus and Mar, lyand at Newcaftell, 
wryttes for me ans, and the fecond tyme verie inftantlie, to com and pretche 
the Word vnto tham for thair comfort. To whom I anfwerit I could nocht, 
becaufe I was nocht entered in the minifterie ; nather was I of anie experience 
of knawlage in ther maters, being but a young man brought vpe in the fcholles, 
and therfor haid refolued to keipe my awin calling. The treuthe was alfo, 
that my hart abhorrit and fearit to haiff to do with thame, being the Kings 
rebelles, and nocht knawing ther caufe weill, and difpofition of ther hart. 

Yit I could nocht bot vifit tham in my iorney at Newcaftell, wher I pur- 
pofed to tak fchipping fouthwart to London. Sa parting from Bervik, hartlie 
recommendit to the bleffing and grace of God, be manie godlie men and wo- 
men, and be fum fett and convoyet a guid way on our iorney, we cam that 
night to Anweik, and ludgit in the houfe of a weidow, whofe fone in law, guid 
man of the hous, was lyand feik of manie deadlie wounds, giffen him be the 
Scottes theives on the Bordar : And yit we receavit never an euill countenance 
of them, bot be the contrar war verie weill treated, and reafonablie, and at 
our departing, gat bathe from the auld woman and hir douchtar manie bleff- 
ings. 

Coming the nixt night to Newcaftell, we refoluit on the morn incontinent 
to feik for fhipping, and na wayes maid anie lang tareing, a piece of dewtie 
annes difchargit to the noble men. Bot Mr Jhone Dauidfone, being ther with 
the Lords, informes me fa in all maters, yea, and being my Maifter in St 
Andros, and a man of authoritie in the Word and Spreit of God, and namlie 
fchawing me it was nocht his iudgment onlie, but of the haill breithring that 
haid paft by, that I fould abyd with the noble men, exerceifing tham in the 
Word of God, till that ather they all, or fum of tham at leaft, fould returne 
bak againe, brakes me from my purpofe and refolution, that at the erneft 
delling of the Lords, and cleiring of thair caufe, purpofe, and confcience vnto 
me for that effect, I yeildit till abyde with tham. 

Thus finding the warrand of God fattelit in my hart, efter diuers dayes de- 
liberation and erneft prayer, I followed the fam. And foone efter Mr Jhone 
Dauidfones paffing away, wha haid bein deteined be tham onlie to abyde my 
coming and enter me, thinking it beft to fett down the ordour raeit to be 
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keipit amangs tham at the beginning, I pat the fam in wiyt with ane exhor- 
tation, direction, and fathfull warning prefixed, as followes : 



To the right godlie, nealus, and noble, my Lords of Angola and Mam, the Matter of 

Gbmmes, and other noble and gentle men in compaaie with tham at this 

prefent in Newcaftle, in Eingland, your honors moft hnmble Minifters 

and fervants in the Lord, wiiheth grace and peace from God 

the Father, and from the Lord Jefns Chryft. 

Forsamikxb as at the erneft defyre of your godlie and noble honors, and the anointment of 
the reft of our breithring, confirming that inwart calling whilk we haiff of God in our harts, we at 
placed heir to feme your lordfchips and your companie in the minifterie of the Word of God in a 
tym fa necefiar. Lyk as in maift tender lone and affection we ceale nocht in our exhortationes to 
pot yow in mynd of all things, according as the occsilon of the portion of Scripture intreated of- 
fers* Sa We haiff thought it expedient, for the mak &thfvll difchargmg of onr dewtie and con&ience 
hefbr God and his Kirk, fcbortHe in wryt to call to your continnall rememherance fome fpeciaU 
dungs, the diligent confideration and often meditating wharof may ferae graidie to the furtherance 
of the wark of God pot in your weak hands. 

It behoued ws firft, in yerie deid, till acknawkge in our conferences, and confes, as the treothe 
is, that the Lord faes maift inftlie, and yit in grait mercie, corrected ws, nocht onlie for vther oar 
— pUWM finnes and offences, he the quhilk we haiff ftrayed away from him, to bring ws ham again 
he Us rod of hnmiliation, to the Isold and obedience of that gold Paftor of our fanlles, the Lord 
Jefns, therby making ws to toll and perceaue in experience the fatherlie cear qnhilk he hathe of 
ws, in chafteifing ws as his awin deire childring, bat alfo, and maift fpeciallie at this tyme, for 
orer ligfatlie regarding, and negligently rfing, the occafiones offered, of performing the gaid wark of 
the Lord, quhilk we haid in our hands* For nather at that tyme, as becam ws vprightlie, was the 
giorie of God fought, nather yit aJanldlie and ardentEe was procured the preferuation, advance- 
ment, and farther eftablifinent of his Kirk, the Idngdome of his Sone Chryft Jefos, fa notabKe of 
Us grait mercie planted within oar countrey, but then as now brought in extream danger, be craftie 
and wicked Papifts. Nather was the Kings perfone and efteat diligentlie gardit from pernitias 
nattcrars, carnall Atheiftes, fedithts and bludie idolaters, licentius libertines, filthie harlotes, hel- 
lifhe witches, and fie rther dineKihe counlalloars, as ceaffed nocht to nurifhe andfteir vpe the poi- 
foae qolnlk they had inftilled in his young and tender breift. Nather was ther maid anie redres of 
the innumerable abbufes and mifordours croppen in within the body of our miferable comoun 
welthe. Bat contrarie wayes, fnm haiffing na thing bot the Word of Gods giorie in tbair moutbe, 
kked all lone and defyre tberof in the hart, the quhilk appeired plainlie in their warks and pro- 
caidmgB, to the diihonour of God, and ftlander of his guid caufe. Sum thought it a finall mater 
to flatter the King in all his conceattes and affectiones, and mak his eares patent to fie wha could 
afifloat his mynd from the guid caufe and instruments therof, and bald his hart and fawour bund 
and bent to the former faction of the enemies, and thair vngodlie courfes. Some regairding nought 
at all bot thair awin ftanding and guid efteat wardlie, as though ther haid beine na thing in hand 
bat a comoun alteration and change of Court, played prettelie the part of Jak on bathe the fydes. 
The eompleants, greifles, and petitionea of the Kirk was hard, but with deaff eares, and luiked on 

Q 
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with winking eis, in fie fort, that the King now trinmphes in thai poinct, affirming with manie at- 
teftationes and aithes, that never annes was mooit to him he the nohilitie a word of the Kirks ef- 
feares. Na remora nor redres for facrilage, wherwithe the graitteft part was defylit ; no proui- 
fion for the minifterie, fcholles, and pare ; no miniftration of Juftice, nor punHhement for maift 
odius and horrible crymes, qnhilk abonndit in enerie quarter of the countrey ; and fynaUe, all waa 
faid to haiff fought thair awin particulars, becanfe na better appeared in deid. 

And yit nochtwithftanding thir our grait finnes, qnhilk, giff God wald enter in indgment to pu- 
niflie, might deferne a thowfand fauld mair nor he hea yit leyde on ws, yea, the verie belles fyre, 
we may be weill afiured, if we be rightlie hnmblit and vnfeinedlie turned to him with all our harts, 
with deliberat, ardent mynds and willes, to tranell till amend all thir mifies, in cais God again ans 
in his mercie fall offer the occafion, that of his fuperaboundant grace waflung away all our iniqui- 
ties in the blood of his Sone Chryft Jefus, he will, for the glorie of his awin name, and that com- 
paflion qnhilk he hes ever haid of his awin deir childring, lnik vpon the oppreffion of his awin Kirk, 
and the miferie of that pure afflicted nation and realme* 

For trenthe it is, when we lnik at our awin deferring, we can find na thing but mater of mere 
defperation. But I pray yow, what hes the glorie of the Lord deferuit, that is trode vnder futt be 
thefe wicked instruments of Sathan, wha, without all fcham and feir of Goda iudgments, hes bein 
fa bauld as to place a vaniihing fcheddow, a breathe going and nocht retourning again, with abfo* 
lut powar and anthoritie in the roam and featt of the moft hie God ? What hes the kingdome of 
the Lord Jefus, and libertie therof, merited ? The qnhilk by yyle dogs turning to thair vomit, and 
filthie fwyne waltring in the foull pudle of thair abominable vyces and corruptionea, is polluted, 
defylit, and led fchamfuUie captiue to the flauerie of the corrupt and cancered affectionnes of pro- 
fean Jeroboams, that hes gean about with knawladge againft confluence to force the trew worfchip- 
ping of God, fett down and eftabliihed with all friedome, liberties, and priuiledges of the Word, in 
his awin Sanctuarie at Jerufalem, as a captiue flaue to feme to fie a pernitius kynd of government 
as thair vndantoned breanes and vnbrydelit affectionnes hes againfl all pietie, iuftice, and honeftie, 
blafphemuflie forgit and impudentlie obtrudit to God, and the Kings fathfall and obedient fubiects. 
Wha hes pulled away the ordinarie facrifices of contreit and brokin harts for repentance, the 
peace offerings for remiffion of finnes and reconciliation, and oblation of the calues, of the lippes for 
ioy of confeience and thankfgiifing of the peiple of God, from Chryft Jefus, the holie altar of the 
Lord placed in the middes of his Kirk, as in Mount Sion ; and hes tyed the fam to! thair newlie 
erected goldin calffes and abominationnes of Bifchopes feattes, and refidence of court, as in Dan 
and Betbell. Wha bathe rnggit away, but wifdome or reafoning, the adminifiration and government 
of the Lords Tempell from bis lawfullie called Minifters, Doctores, Eldara, and Deacones, to the 
quhilks onlie, be the Word of God, it is giffen as to his fchofine Leuittes, and anointed Preifts of the 
childring of Aaron, and be plan law hes applyed the fam to thair belligodes, fals preifts of Baal, 
maift infamus amangs the peiple, theifis, drunkards, gluttones, whore and witch mungars, periurit, 
facrilegius, debouihit perfones, to mean holiglafies, comountrickers anddeceauers ; and finafie, men 
ihamles, and maift iklanderus in all thair lyff and doings. And all becaufe, fay they with Jeroboam, 
the fone of Nobat, wha maid Ifraell to fin, vtherwayee our kingdome can nocht ftand ; our courfe 
can nocht go fordwart, for the peiple will go to Jerufalem ; they will adheire to the hous of Da- 
uid ; they wilbe inftructed be the priefts of the leiring God, wha can nocht comport with our 
doing. 

They haiff pulled the Croun of Royall Anthoritie within the fpirituall kingdome, and thrawin 
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the fword of the Word of God, and fchepter of ecclefiafticall government, af the head, and from 
the hands of Chiyft Jefas, the onlie head and King of his Kirk. And fa, with open found of trum- 
pet, cafting down, fa far as in tham lay, the eternall Sone of God, King immortall of heavinlie 
glorie, frohvhis throne, whereat of he rewlethe his Kirk, hes placed in his fteade a chyld of corrupt 
Adam, even an erthlie mortal] creatonre : They haiff followed the follifhe exemple of Achaz, the 
King of Jnda, and Vria the preift, in removing of the brafen alter of the Lord, and placing in the 
room therof an vther, according to the form of the altar of Damafcns : They haiff followed the 
pervers deaJlmgof-the curfed apoftat Julian againfl the Kirk of Chiyft, in taking away the leivings 
from the Minifters to deftroy tham be houngar,— -mair ere welly nor Diocletian, wha cuft the Chrift- 
ianes to wyld beaftes, — and making wafte and defolat the fcholles of Diuinitie, and all holie erudi- 
tion : They haiff faid with the fey and defperat Jewes to the Siers, " Sie nocht ;" and to the Prophets, 
'* Prophefie na lariger to ws in the nam of the Lord, but fpeak vnto wb pleafand things according to 
oar lyking." And, whilles the fathfull fervantes of the Lord, in lone of ther amendiment and fer- 
vent seall of the. glorie of God, difcharged frilie thair commiffiones, receaned of the Lord vnto 
tham, they haiff forced tham, for feir of ther lyves, to die and abandone thair natiue. countrey with 
erewall Jeaabell, enft tham in preflbne with wicked Acbab, and thretned tham with death, as did 
fooJUhe Amazia, when the Lord haid taken counfall to deftroy him : They haiff plucked the keyes 
of the kingdom of Heavin from the trew Apoftles of Chiyft, and giffen tham to the wicked Phari- 
fies, his enemies, wha nather will enter in thamfeloes, nor fuffer vthers till enter : And finalie, they 
haiff caft down the dyk, catted the hedge, demolished the towre, brokin the wynepres, banifhed 
the watchmen and laborers, the fnedders and delvers of the wyneyeard of the Lord, to mak it to 
be tramped vnder futt of wyld Atheifts, yea, an opin prey to the bloodie and creuall locofts of the 
botomles pit. 

Can the Lord fuffer thefe things lang, and be ioft in executing of his iodgments, and paring oat 
of his plages vpon his curfed enemies ? Can the Lord fuffer his Sanctuarie to be defylit, and his 
awin to fmart, and be the Father of Mercies, God of Confolation, and maift fatbfull keipar of his 
promifes ? Can the Lord fuffer his glorie to be giffen to an vther ? Can He, wha hathe promifed 
to .mak the enemies of Chiyft Jefas his futftool, fuffer tham to tread on his head? 

Na, na ! right honourable and deir breithring, he hes anointed him King on his holie montean ; 
he hes giffen him all nationes for an inheritance ; he hes put in his hand a fchepter of yron, to brofe 
in poudre thefe erthen vefhalles. When his wrothe fall annes begin to kendle bot a lytle, he fall 
mak it notoriaflie knawin till all the warld, that they onlie ar happie wha in humilitie kiffes the 
Lord Jefus and trofts in him. Now, therfor, feing the Lord hes maid your lordfebipes to haiff 
thefe places and rowmes be birthe within your natiue countrey, wher throw it lyes on your fhould- 
ers of fpeciall dewtie, wherof yie fall giff a compt to God, to procure and feik to the vttermaift of 
your powar the releiflj deryverance, and weil of your naturall nation and Prince lying this day in fa 
phius efteat of captioitie,— and feing, in lyk maner, it hes pleafed the Lord of his gmdnes to call 
yow to be his gode inftruments in this maift acceptable wark of vindicating of his glorie defaced, 
and delyverie of his Kirk, brought in fa miferable boundage, as alfo of the reclaming of your na- 
tiue King from fa dangeros a companie and courfe,— and feing yow haiff alfo, ance or twyfe, em- 
ployed yourfelff in the caufe, but for the iuft reafones befor reherfed, and multitud of our fecret 
finnes, wherwith the Lord hathe bein hilie oflendit, it hes nocht as yit haid an expected fucces, 
and yit, as becomes valiant warriours and capteanes of the Lords armie, ar nocht difcuragit, but 
purpofes, efter trew humiliation and afforance of Gods mercie and fawoor, to go fordwart,— we, 
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your Minifters, in the f eir and nam of the Lord on God, and m low and reuerence of yow he* 
noon, defyre thir prefentea to be a witnes and teftimonie befor God and hi* Kirk, of the fathrafl 
difeharge of our confcience and dewtie towards yow, exborting yow maift erneftlie. 

By the Lord our God, and his Sone Chryft Jefus, that withe trow repentance, vnfemyit lnuaSia- 
tkm, reformation of lyff and manors, inftruction and wefdome of the Bnik of God, ardent prayer 
and meditation, lervent lone and zeall toward God, his Kirk, and your King, yie fall ftaciie and 
enraginflie to the wark of God, and, following forthe the fam direetlie, vprightlie, fathfuOie, con* 
ftantlie, and with all cair and diligence, fearing alwayes that wa, quhilk the Prophet pronnnees 
againft fie as does the wark of the Lord negligentlie and decetrolUe, yow may yit hope for a hap* 
pie fncces of the mercie and bleffing of God, for his awin glorie and names fak. Yie fie the ene- 
mies never ceafies to denyfe, deliberat, reafone, tak counfall, and put in execution their malice and 
creweltie againft the Kirk of God, his trentbe and profeflburs therof ; whow graitlie then fonld we 
be efchamed to be found flipperie and flaw in the gnid canfe of oar Chryft! 

Bot this a thing in fpeciall we man dennnce ntto yow, taking God, his Kirk, and your felnea to 
record, that we forwarn yow, fathfullie, and in tyme, That in cais (as God forbid) yie ga to oil 
wark againe, moned cheiflie with your awin particulars, as vengeance on your enemies, and to be 
reftored to fie honours, rowmes, pofieffionnes, and commodities, quhilk yie inioyed of befor, making 
Gods glorie the canfe of his Kirk, of your King and ComoanweiO, to be bot pretences and ikugges, 
and as bot flanes and gndiates ferving tbervnto, ather the Lord fall enrfe the wark in your wick- 
ed hands, and mak it torn to your graitter fchame and difadvantage then of befor, or, in ceas for 
his awin names feak, he work the wark of his glorie in mercie for delyverance of his Kirk, (as he is 
accuftomed to do with maift rouftie and creuked inftrumentsand dellinga,) yit will he nocfat feall in 
his iuftice to reward yow with the corrupt and hypocriticall workers of iniquitie, at fie tyme ther- 
eftef as he thinks convenient. Bot in ceas (as we hope weill, and calles to God maift axdentlie 
that fa may be) efter trew repentance and enectuall reformation of yourfelffii and companies, yie 
go to wark, fetting direetlie befor your eis the honour and glorie of God, acording to his will, 
framing your willes and affectiones vnto the fam ; and fa vprightlie, trewlie, and zealouflie, be all 
gnid meanes and wayes feik God to be glorified, his Kirk to be delyverit, reformed, and furtie e£ 
tablified, your tender King, and fweit natine countrey, to be redde from the abbufars and mifiew- 
lares of the fam ; and mak your awin particulars to follow efter, as the fervent and iheddow, and 
nocht go befor as the maifter and body ; and be maift willing and erneft to fchaw the fam, in effect 
when God fall offer the occafion. And finalie, if yie go to with vpright deKberat mynds and bent 
willes till amend all things neglected of befor, then we dar be bauld, be the warrand of the Word 
of God, till afiure yow of the prefence and bleflbg of God to be withe yow, and vndoutedne to per- 
form the wark in your hands, whow weak that euer they be, and whow manie, craftie, and puif- 
(ant fo euer they be, that geanftands the fam, to his awin glorie, the grait confort of his Kirk, and 
your honour and weilfear, nocht onlie temporall, but perpetuall and euerlafting. 

And to that intent, that maters may this wayes happelie proceid, we ar in conclufion maift er- 
neftlie and lowinglie, in the bowelles of Chryft Jefus, to exhort you and all your companie, that in' 
the mean tym, whill as occafion of bodelie exerceife in the mater, is nocht yit offered, that yie 
giffyourfelnes diligentlie and ferventlie to fpirituall exerceis, in heiring, raiding, and meditating 
continowalie of the Word of God, wherby yie may be moned to vnfeinyed repentance, trew humi- 
liation, amendiment of lyff, and deuot and ardent prayer to the Lord, for his grace, mercie, and fa- 
wour, and for the working of bis powerfull Spreit in yow, yie may, out of the Word of God, as ont 
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of the fonteeu and threafibr of all wefdome, draw oat fie ftore end aboumdanoe of all guid knaw- 
kge, wefdeme, and wholfome counfall, as may direct yow alwayee aright, and wharby yie may 
find ftrenthe, courage, contort, patience, hope, and perfenerance in all your battels, bathe within 
and without, to the end, and aflurit Tktorie and gloria in the end. 

For the quhilk canfe, we haiff fett down to your lordfchips and companie the order, bathe of 
dectrin and difcipline, quhilk aucht to be obferuit in effect in all the oompaniea and fellowfchippes 
of the fitthfull, but fyeciallie with all reuerence and cair be wa now in this prefent efteat, wharby 
wo ourlaluea may be inarmed, prepared, and maid fitt in all things for the wark of God, dm one* 
arias hairing of it, difcaiagit, and fie aa loned God and his guid canfe? pronocked be our example, 
be moned to praife God, and baldlie ioyne themfeluee with wa, being perfuadit that we feik yn- 
Maedlie the Lord 

The lemng God of heerin and erthe, in the tender lone and mercies of his Sone Chryft Jefua, 
mak his guid Spreit to dwell fa plentiouflie in ydur noble harts, that yie may be fund worthie and 
notable inftrnmcnts of his glorie, bathe in this and all vther guid waxks of the Lord God ; and 
that nocht onlie at this tyme, but enduring the baill couife and tyme of your lyres, that efter 
all die battels of this prefent miferie, yie may inioy with him that euerlafting croun of glorie, 
quhilk he bee leyde vpe in ftore for all his fiuhfull feirands and valiant warrioura. Amin. 

At Newcaftell, the 2 of Auguft, 1584. 



The Ordor andManer ofExerceife of the Ward for Induction, and Difctp&ne 

for Correctio n qfMcmers, ufed in ike Companie ofthofe Godlie and Noble 

Men ef Scotland, in tyme of thair aboad in England* for the guid 

caufe of Gods Kxrh> thair King and Countrey. 

First, ther fhalbe four fermones in theouk: twa on the Sonday, and twa on the ouk dayes ; ane 
befor noone, and an Tther efter, on the Sabothe : and, on the ouk dayes, an on Wednifday, and an 
▼ther on Fredday. 

The fermont on the Sabbathe fall begin at halff houre befor ten, and continow whill efter allea- 
rin, fit that the haill exerceife (all nocht pas the fpace of ane houre and a halff; and efter noone it 
(all begin at halff houre to four, and end befor tyre. 

The fermones on the ouk dayes fall begin at ten homes, and be endit be alleavin, fa that the 
hafll exerceife pas nocht the fpace of an houre* 

Ther falbe daylie comoun prayers twyfe euerie day, before noone at ten houres, and efter at 
foure, at quhilk tyme a Pfalme falbe read and handlit, fa that the foum therof be fchortlie gather* 
ed, the partes fett doun in ordour, and fome fchort notes of doctrine, with exhortation, hot in fie 
fchortnea, that the haill tyme occupied exceid nocht the fpace of an halff houre. 

Ther falbe at euerie meall, immediatlie efter thankfgiffing at denner and fupper, a chapter read 
ef the hiftorie of the Bible, and handlit fchortlie as tyme and occafion fall requyre ; andthereftera 
Ffilme, or reafonable fection therof, being lang, falbe foung. 

Ther falbe a ouk in the monethe dedicat till abftinence and publict humiliation, fpent in prayer, 
doctrine, meditation, with fie modeft, temperat, and humble behauiour as efieires, the order wharof 
falbe obferuit according to the prefcript of the buik of fait and publict humiliation vfed in the Kirk 
of Scotland ; wherof the prefent cauffea falbe the miferable efteat of our Kirk and countrey of 
Scotland, and, amanga the reft of the Kirks in Europe, of France and Flanders. 
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At the quhilk tyroe, vpon the laft Sabbathe of the oak immediatlie following the exerceife of 
fafting, the Super of the Lord falbe miniftrat, efter that inft tryell and examination haid pafied 
befor. 

On the Satterday, at the hoore of evening prayer, or the Sabathe, at efter noon, or bathe, falbe a 
lecture, or plean leafone in the Catechifme, and principall grounds of Chriftian relligion. 

The Minifters, according as they fall agrie amang thamfelnes, fall haiff there ordinarie Texts out 
of the cheiff partes of the Scripture ; fom of the Law, fnm of the Prophetes, fome of the Euange- 
lifts and Actes of the Apoftles, and fome of the Epiftles and Reuelation* And the ordinar exer- 
ceife at prayers and mealies falbe in the Pfalines, Salomones Works, and Hiftorie of the Auld 
Teftament. 

Enerie an in fpeciall is erneftlie exhorted to his privat exerceife of fervent prayer, raiding, and. 
meditation of things hard and read, that therby he may be fteired vpe to grow, day by day, mair 
and mair zealus and denot in fpreit, familiar with his God, armed with fpiritaall armour againft all 
aduerfitie, and diligentlie moued to practife of doctrine in a godlie lyff and halie converfation. And 
this mikle for the exerceis of doctrin and prayer, for the quhilk it is necefiar that enerie an that can 
reid haiff a Byble and Pfalme Buik. 

Off DifcipUne. 

Ther falbe a day in the ouk, Tufday or Fnrifday, a Convention of fie as falbe chofin Eldars and 
Deacones, for ordering of all things pertaining to the comlie maner of all exerceifes of the Kirk, 
and all vther things necefiar to a holie Chriftian congregation. And namlie to watche ower the 
maners of thamfelnes and the reft, and fpy ont the fruictes of the Word in all behanionr ; and giff 
anie opin yyces and fklanders falles out in the perfones of anie man, to bring that perfone to re- 
pentance and redres, and remone the fklander from the companie ; as alfo to haiff a cair of the feik 
and difeafed, pure and indigent. 

Ther falbe then fax Eldars chofin, and ordonrlie callit to that office, quhilk confiftes fpecialie id 
cenfuring and owerfeing of maners, and rebuking in prim of all fie as behanes thamfelnes in 
fpeaking, doing, geftonre, or vther wayes, then it becomes holie and fathfnll Chriftianea. And in 
ceas of na amendiment, efter twa or thrie admonitionnes, or pnblict offence or fklander infewing, 
to deleat them to the Aflemblie or Seffion, wberby they may be brought to repentance, and mak 
pnblict fatiffaction. 

Ther falbe twa Deacones : an till attend vpon the box, that fall ftand on the table at enerie 
meal, to collect and diftribut to the outward pure that ar nocht of our nomber ; ane vther to haifl 
the cair of our awin inward indigent or difeafed, to recommend tham to the Seffion for prayer, or 
collection to be maid for relieff of ther neceffitie. 

Giff in the audience of an Elder, ather at meat, play, or elfwhare, a gentilman fall nam the De- 
uill banning, pronunce an athe, filthie talk, or anie enill fauored fpeiche, the Eldar fall canfe him 
pey to the box ; and in cais of difobedience, deleat him to the Seffion. And giff a fallow or lad 
be fund with fie fpeiches as faid is, or anie wayes making noyfe or moleftation, the Eldar fall ather 
correct him prefentlie, or deleat him to his maifter, wba, giff he correct him nocht convenientlie to 
his fault, he falbe cenfnred be the Seffion. 

All, bathe maifter, fervant, and boy, falbe prefent at all the exerceifes of the Word and Prayer, 
except fie as falbe occupied efter meals, abfent from Chapter and Pfalme ; and the Eldars oukKe, 
tyme about, with ane of the Minifters, falbe fpeciall infpectors and notars of the abfents, wha 
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Jfcl be for the firft fault canfed pey to the box fax pence ; for the fecond, a fchilling ; and, for the 
thrid, fummoned befor the Seffion, and caufit mak'publict repentance. 

Iff an haiff a neceflar earand to do, wherby it behonethe him to be abfent, let him adaertife ane 
of the Miniflers or Eldars, and he falbe excufit. 

The Miniflers, Eldars, and Deacones, (hall haiff in wryt the names of all the companie, an and 
rther, for the effect forfaid. 

The reft, referring to farther deliberation, and to be conclndit and fet down be comoun adrya, as 
tyme and occafion fall minifter mater. 

Finis. 

This exhortation, warning, and direction, with the ordour of exeroeife of 
Doctrine, Prayer, and Difcipline, being prefented to the noble men, they accept- 
ed verie weill therof, and gaiff me grait thankes, and caufing it to be notified 
to all thair companie, they fubmitted themfelues hartlie to the ordour, hum- 
blie embracing the admonition and direction. And fa making chofe of our 
Eldars and Deacones we conftitut a Seffion, the noble men thamfelues being 
magiftrats and ciuill rewlars, euerie an of ther awin companie, and togidder 
of the haill. And about the beginning of Auguft, 1584, we entered to the 
practife and keiping of the order, wherin we continowed, by the grait grace 
of our merciful God, during the haill tyme of our foiourning in Eingland, 
with fie fruict of fpirituall inftruction, confort, and ioy, as bathe grait and 
fmall thought it the happieft tyme that euer they fpent in all thair lyff. 
Gud, godlie, wyfe, and flout Archbald, Erie of Angus, hes oft tymes laid to 
me, " Before my God, Mr James, giff the confeience of the guid caufe we 
haiff in hand moued me nocht, and giff I haid hot fa mikle of my awin leiving 
as might bot in this maner fuftein ws, I wald be hartlie content to fpend all 
my lyff in this efteat and forme." 

This noble man was fellon weill myndit, godlie, deuot, wyfe, and graue ; 
and by and befyde thir comoun exerceifes, was giffen to reiding, and privat 
prayer and meditation, and ordinarlie efter dinner and fuper, haid an houres, 
and fum tyme mair nor twa houres, conference with me about all maters, 
namlie concerning our Kirk and Comoun weill ; what war the abbuffes therof, 
and whow they might be amendit. Wherof he was fa cairfull, that he caufit 
me fett tham doun in wryt, and prefent tham to him, being in companie with 
the reft, quhilk, when he haid red himfelff and conferrit theron with tham, 
he caufit wryt a copie in guid wrait, quhilk he put in a litle coffer, wharin 
his fpeciall writtes and lettres war carried about with himfelff continualie, 
that he might haiff tham in memorie, and as occafion fervit, confer and rea- 
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fone theron with his confortes : The quhilk, alfo, I thought noeht amife heir 
to infert 

P8ALMX LXXXI. 

Hun, O my peiple, and I wfll wimes Tnto thle : O O that my peiple wild halff harknedrnto me, if Iftaett 

Ifrael, if thow will barken tnto my voice ; if thcr (all wald haoe walked in 017 wayet ! 

nocht be anie faange God amang yow; or fall nocht IfoaJdfoonepatdoun thau* enemies, sndtsra my )*ui 

worfchipe anie rther God. again thalr adaerfariei. 

I am the Lord thy God, wha brought thie out of the Thehateraof the Lord fould wiDinglie half yefldltrnto 

land of Egypt : Open thy mouthe wyd, and I fall fill it. him ; and the gnde effceat of my peiple fould hailFindarit 

Bat my peiple waU Docht heir my voice ; and Iftaell lor eoer. 

wald noeht obey me; .1 fould half road tham alfo with the rynneft whs* 

Wharfor I gane them over Tnto thalr awin harts luft, floure, and with the ftonle roks honk fould I half flBed 

and lut them follow thalr imagination*, thie. 



xm grait Abbvffh and Corruptions in the Kirk and Comoun watt of Scotland, quhilk 
trtlie the hat mifrewhrs hes brought in, partlie as the hie places in Juda hes remeaned 
vnreformed vnto this day, giffen vpe to the noble men exyled in Eingland to wey 
and confidder, that they might be repented for thatr part, and indeuorit to 
redre/s, when it fould pleafe God to grant abilitie and occafion. 

At Netocajkll, 10 Augu/t, 1584. 



Jssvs Cryst, the onlie King of his Kirk, withe the libertie and friedome of his fpiritnall 
dome in preatching of the Word, and exerceiiing of Difcipline, is brought latlie in maift abomi- 
nable flauerie to the corrupt affectiones of fleche and blade. 

For, whar as Chryft aucht onlie to command and bear rewll in the Kirk be his Word and Sprat, 
and be the miniftrie of his lawfullie called official's and fervants, to whom he hes cOncredit the 
difpenfation of his heavinlie myfteries, the gydding and feiding of his lambes, with the keyes of the 
kingdom of heavine, of binding and lowfing, the King takes vpon him to rewll and command 
alfweill in Chryfts fpiritnall kingdome as in his awin cinill, quhilk is maift fitcrilegiuB, and war 
nor Fapifticall ; and hes anointed, not fervands, bnt vnder lards and commanders, whafe authoritie 
and powar flowes nocht from Chryft or his Kirk, bnt from the King, (as the boll giffen to the 
Bifchope of St Androe planlie teftifies) ; and wha nocht onlie ar maift iklaaderus perfones them- 
fthies, bot alfo whafe office hes na thing at all to do with the Scriptures of God, bot mere Anti- 
Chriftian, to tynumife over the Lords inheritance, and rex the bodies and confidences of Chryfts 
flok. And that quhilk is maift dangeros, and almaift defperat, this feirfull and horrible fpoliation 
of Chryft Jefus, and tyrannic ower his Kirk, is maid and confirmed be plan lawea in Parliament. 

Heirby is the libertie of Gods Sprit bund in the monthes of the preachours, the gift and fredom 
of cutting and denyding of the Word aright, and applying till euerie an thair part as they haiff 
neid, without fpearing of the graitteft becanfe of graitteft neid, fa mikle commendit in the Stone 
and Wryttings of the Apoftles, reftranit and oppreft ; the reanes of Difcipline, Excommunication, 
with all the fpiritnall cenfours and correctiones of the Kirk, Election, Ordination, depriuation of 
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Mmtften, apointmg of AflemMies, and giffing of warning to Ike peiple to efchew plages be fafting 
and prayer, togidder with the haill government of the Hous of God, ar put in the hands of the 
Court and thair corrupt Bifchopes : The qahilk of all vther hes maift neid of difcipline ; wha, for 
thair odina crymee, ar maift fubieet till excommunication and cenforB of the Kirk ; wha hes nather 
(kill nor will to elect gnid and qnalefiet Paftors ; wha ar readier and mair willing to deprine and 
put sway the rathfall and edificatine, nor the mercenar and iklanderus ; wha, ffleiping in thair finnes, 
hes nocht wacryff eis to fie the plag coming, and therfor caires noeht for fafting and prayer ; and 
finalie, wha being the cbeiff corroptars and deformers of the Kirk, can nocht fnffer trie Afiemblies 
to be haid for reformation and ordouring therof. The rentes and reuenues of the Kirk, the bread 
of the minifterie, fcholles, and pure, is giffen to dogs and fwyne, to the graitteft contemners, vex- 
ars, and opprefiars therof. And, in a word, the hous of God is maid a den of theioes, and the fiockee 
of Chryft committed to byrlings, whom the forfaid wolfis hes at thair deuotion. 

The haill body of the nation, and namUe the graitteft members therof, wha fould be gydders and 
gnid exemples to nhers, ar defylit with facrilage, f wearing, blafphemie, bind, adulteries, reaf and 
oppreffion, &c., fa that na merrell it is tho the Being bulk of Gods iudgments enter in thair houfles, 
and confume timber with ftean. 

Lawes nather throwlie weill maid for puniflunent of fie hynons crymes, and mania weill maid 
wantes execution, lyk athercape wobbes that taks the fillie flies, bot the bumbarts braks throw 

tham. 

Be the in&tiable facrilegins anarice of Erles, Lords, and Gentlemen, the Kirk, Scholles, and Pure 
ar fpulyied of that quhilk fould fuftein tham* The materiall Kirks lyes lyk fheipe and nout fanlds 
rather then places of Chriftian congregationes to aflemble into. The parochinarB will bah? a couple 
of fkores of hirdes for thair cattell, bot ikarfe a paftor to feid thrie thowfand of thair fanlles. Whar- 
of cumes feirfull darknes of ignorance, fuperftition, and idolatrie, with innumerable filthie and exe- 
crable finnes, quhilk procures Gods iuft adrengance vpon the haill land. 

The fmall number that is of the minifterie, can haiff na certeantie of the pure ftipend arRgnet 
▼nto tham, but yeirlie it man be caft in the Lord Modifiers hands, and of new fchapin and affigned 
ower again, to fie whow mikle may be win in to the collector. Of this comes that fie wha hes 
court and credit, and avaites theron, gets weill mikle, namlie giff they can comport and flatter 
rthers ; and the beft gets nocht for thair neceffitie* 

Ther is na prouifion maid for the pure relicts and fatherles of the Minifterie. But nocbtwith- 
ftanding thair erneft, fathfull, and maift wakryff cear oyer thair flockes, quhilk maid them to caft 
away all rther induftrie and yertew for warldlie prouifion to thair wyffes and childring, they ar 
fullered to beg and ly in miferie efter ther departour. 

The Scholles, and in fpeciall the Collage of Tbeologie, quhilk fould be the Seminarie of the Kirk 
and Minifterie, leakes prouifion bathe for maifters and ftudents ; for the haill rents therof ftanding 
in Teinds, ar fparpeled in findrie parts and provinces of the countrey, far from the Collage, and 
the gentilmen tenants, accuftomed to pay a fmall filuer dewtie, will na wayes grant till augment 
▼ncompellit be law, the quhilk the exception of omnium intereft fteyes from taking effect ; fa that 
honeft, graue, and lernit men, fie as fould be the profeflburs of Tbeologie, can nocht haiff thair 
neidfull and honeft fuftentation. And as for ftudents, the childring of the grait and riche ar nocht 
defyrus of diuinitie. The mid rank thinks it an vnthrift to beftow thair childrings berns 
part of geare in fufteining tham at the ftudie of Tbeologie ; and when they haiff pail the courfe 
therof, to haiff na gnid roam or moyen of lyff preparit for them in Kirk or Comoun weill. And as 
for the pure, quhilk ar comounlie beft giffen to that ftudie, and wbarof comes maift fruict to the 

R 
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Kirk of Cbryft, they hah? na thing to fuftein them witbe ^ tfcm twi% mtW k Uier pro«fi«i of 

bnr&rs places for them ; fo that na menrell it is whowbeh ther be take grail inritk and ignorance 

anmnge the Minifterie, And iuTeriedcid it is of the exunoru n iai benefit of God that ther k ether 

krnmgorieligiounmScotland^b^ 

honour and profit for fie as hes atteined to lenring. 

Of thk comes it, that the guid ingyns, wharof na nation hes graitter flare nor oars, ether k ep- 
ptyed for neeeffitk to handk crafts and courting ferriee, or then gaes furthe of the Countrey, whsr 
the graitteft part k eomipted and abbofit, and maid maift dang erns enemies to the Kirk and Efteat 
of their countrey. 

The Nobilhie and Gentlemen ar ralemed them felns, and takes na delyt to hah? thair chdldriag 
and frinds brought rpe in lettres, to the grait reprotche and fchame of the Countrey, and thair awia 
grait hurt and diihonour. 

Tber k mank noble and gentihnen that hes prebendaries, alternges and rtber rents and cafuaK- 
ties, be the qnhflk they pleafvre ther ferrands and frinds in giffing them lyff rsnu thero€ The 
qnhilk, giff they war a lytle mendit, rightlk Wed, and maid burfles in the Scholles of Piiflofophk 
and Theologk, enerie nobfe man might haiff a feminark of the yonthe of thair awia frinds or fer- 
rands within lew yens weill inftmcted in goid letters, nocht onhe to feme themfidnes in thsir 
bonnes, bat slfo thair rther frinds and haill peiple of thair lands and dominiones. 

Dflapidators of thair benefices, and anaaUera therof, from the right We, rnto thair wyffes, child- 
ring and frinds, efter they are depofit iuftlk be the Kirk from the office, yit nenertheles, in difpyt of 
God, the Kirk and goid ordour, the Prince and the Law makes him to pedes the benefice. And 
in cans a boondrethe yeim fen fyne, the laborars or foctors haid peyit rictnall or foorae pennies 
money for the boll ; giff they fet it now in few or long taks for fonrtk pennies the boll, or change 
the rictnall in fihier, it k nocht efteimed diminution of the rental!. Albeit the trenthe be that 
fonrtk pennies money now k diminiihed in valour fax fonld from that it was a bounder yeir fyne; 
yea, that fonrtk pennies growes now toward fonrtk (hillings, and the boll of rictnall that 
then bought for fonrtk pennies will nocht be bought now, comnranibus annk, for ten tymes 
fonrtk pennies at this day* Yea, fa hes the grait abbas growin, that in cess the predecefibur, being 
a waller of hk benefice, bee fett lang takka and fewea with plean diminution, and slfo conteining 
raft eaufles of redaction, ther is na remeadie to be gottin altho the kw be plan, becanfe Judges, 
Lawers, Lords and all k infected with the fam feiknes, fa that the rcmead folks amang impoffi- 
btlitks lyk the Hieland or Bordour thrift. 

The rents, knds and nerings of the Hofpftalk, Almes fouflcs and Mafone Dkos, ar lyk wayee 
tean in few be gentilmen and bnrgefies for right nocht ; in fie fort that thair buildings k alwhare 
deceyit, and thair fundatkns loft and abolifhed. 

The Pure, partlk for want of thair awin patrimonk, and psrtlie for yehik increaffing of thair 
Dumber, be wrang and oppreffion, goes throw the countrey in f warmes, war nor Turks or I«n>frHee» 
godlea and kwles, without mariage, baptefme, or knawlage of dewtk to God or man. 

The Nobilhie neglects and caftes af thair poblict callings, leirisg nocht as fie as fbnld hah? a ipe- 
ckll csir and charge of thair Countrey and Comoon weill, and whom God has callit to be connfiuV 
loom to thair King, fotbers of the peiple, and defenders and meanteiners of hk Kirk in thk clear 
light of the Gofpell ; for the qnhilk calling Chryft fall a day call them till acompt; hot rather an 
prifat men, thinking it anenche to keipe that qnhflk thsir fothers hes left them, and tak thair pef- 
tyme and pkafor, or to cooqueife msir to thair cfafldring, or to be redooted of thair oilman, and 
pky use oppreftburs and bangften, &c 
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As for the rewlling of the Comoun weill, held in hand till execution of Juftice, reforming and; 
eftabliffing of the Kirk, couiifalling and affifting of their Prince to that purpofe, they cair na mair 
therfore nor fa mikle as may be a pretence for thair particulars. Sa that whar they fould be rewl- 
ars and halden of vthers in guid ordonr and dewtie bathe in Kirk, Court and Comoon weill, they 
ar becom degenerat flanes to Courteours, and corruptors of Judges, men of Law, and Kirk men, 
for bringing to pas manie uninft and wrangfull turn ; or to be fnfferit to fit at hame for thair eafe 
and paftyme, as thoache they war born for ther awin bellie lyk beafts. Wharof hes proceidit thir 
nuTcbeifis following : 

Ambaflatouro of Babel, Clyentes of the Pape, our Athalia and the Hons of Guis, and the Court 
of Spean profeft Papifts, hes bein and is fnfferit to carie away the Kings hart from the cbeiff pro- 
feflbnrs and meanteiners of the Gofpell, to rinne a conrs direct againft relligion, weill of his Conn- 
trey, and ftanding of himfelff in gnid efteat of kinglie honour, bodie and faulL Sa that it is thought 
and fpokin, that the vndewtifulnes and negligence of the Nobilitie hes indangerit and ahnaift loft 
that rare perle of fa notable expectation. 

Debanfchit men, godles flatterers, wha haid fauld themfelues in body and confidence to do anie 
thing for warldlie preferment, was fnfferit till infinnat thamfelues in the Kings fawour ; wha withe 
violence, onttragius pryd, craft, falfed and flatterie, war meit to execut the plat leyed down be the 
Papifts, and now, ingratfullie indeid, nod iniuftlie vpon the part of men imployed to wrak thair 
advancfars, bot in refpect of God maift iuftlie to punifhe the owerfight of the nobilitie. Yea, thair 
degenerat harts, wha cearit nocht for purcbaffing of thair particulars to becom fervants and courters 
of flattering courteours, and permit the haill government of the Comoon weill to be caft Ions and 
turn in tyrannie to thair iuft deferuit wrak in the end. 

Of this hes fprung the abfolut powar, wharbe as a monfter never hard of jn anie iuft government, 
the haill priuileges of the thrie Efteates of the Realme is weakned and almoft takin away. Be the 
quhilk Efteates, according to the louable cuftom of the Kingdome of Scotland, fra the beginning 
therof, all things with mature deliberation, frie reafoning and votting, all thingB was done. And 
be the quhilk Kings paffing thair bounds to the wrak and oppreffion of the Comoun weill, war cor- 
rected and brought in ordour. In lyk maner the priuilages qf Towns and Vninerfities, yea of the, 
holie Kirke itfehT, eftablifhed be fa manie gnid Rewlars and Parliaments, according to the Word. of 
God, ar owerthrawin. 

All the Judgments of the Realme, Secret Counfall, Seffion, Juftice Courts, Confiftories, Sche- 
riffs Courtes, Provoft, Bailyies and vthers, ar rewlit, nocht be law ciuill or municipal!, right or raa- 
fane, fed principis placitum legis habet vigorem. It is the Kings will, for now Captean James, as 
Stratocles in Athens, hes maid a law : " That whatfoewer the King commands, that is halie towards 
God, and iuft anents men." 

From thence ar fa manie fcore of flanchters and murdours, hearfchips and oppreffiones, lying on 
the head of the King and bak of the Countrey, crying to the heaveinnes for iuft vengeance from the 
Tightens God; for as euerie an hes moyen at Court fa comes bis mater to pas. And becaufe the 
Court is godles and wicked, the maift vngodlie and wicked finds the graitteft moyen therin. Wharof 
it comes that the wicked thus triomphe, and the guid and godlie is oppreffit and wracked ; fa that 
aa mervell it is to fie the countrey thus plagged, yea whowbeit it fould vtterlie pearifhe in Gods 
lightens iudgments. 

• The Kings patrimonie and cafualities ar graitlie hurt and abbufit, whilk canfes nocht onHe his 
povertie, to the grait feham of the Countrey and hinderanee of comoon walks, bot. alfo fa monie 
intolerable taxationnes,* exaottones and impofts to be maid vpon his fo>iects,'to the tyring of .thajr 



139 MR JAMES MELVILL'S DIARY. 1584. 

harts, and wrak of the pnre laboran ; for Lords, Lards, and Prelates exacts twyfe fa mikle from 
thair pnre tenents vpon that occafion. 

Of the formentioned papifticall conrfe and this, conies fa manie forfanltries and banifment of the 
beft and maift noble men of the realme ; felling of flanchters and bind, grail fonmes of compofitiones 
exacted for na faults bot weill doing ; the qnhilk all of Gods radgment* tomes to mifcheiffs, whill 
as be thir dineliihe fednctors it is abnfit to execut all kynd of violence againft the gnid men of the 
land. 

The reft referring to your Lordfchips experience and wefdome, and to fie as hes graitter infight 
be yeirs and indgment, I ceas nocht to pray (rod to giff yonr Lordfchips an vpright and conftant 
refolvtion to fie thir things fnm day redreffit and amendit 

Zacharie I. 

Thns (ayes the Lord of hoftes, 

Turn vnto mie with all your harts, 

And amend your enill wayes, 

and I will turn vnto 

yow, fayes the 

Lord of 

Hofts. 

Now becaufe amangs thefe horrible corruptiones, we haiff affirmed that 
quhilk wald feim incredible in a reformed and fettled efteat of a Kirk, That 
thefe monftruus mifrewllars wald caufe the King tak vnto him to be the onlie 
Head and M onarche in the Kirk as in the Comoun weill ; and that the cheiff 
rewlars of the Kirk, the Bifchopes, fould tak the authoritie and warrand of 
thair calling from him, (quhilk is pleane Popifh hierarchie, and is mikle wars, 
as the Pape is a bifchope, an ecclefiaftik perfone and officebearer, prouyding 
he and Ms Kirk war trew,) as indeid I could fkarflie a lang whyll beleiue my- 
felff that the Deuill durft fa foone and planlie vtter himfelff in Scotland, whill 
I gat the Actes of Parliament formentioned ; and efter diligent intreatie, a iuft 
copie of the Archbifchope of St Andros Bull cam in my hand, quhilk for the 
warrand of fa hiche alleageance it behoued me to heir till infert 



A Copie of the Bull quhilk the Archbifchope of St Andros gat of the King as 

Supream Governour of the Kirk, wherby he haspowar and authoritie 

tovfehis Arckepifcopall office within the Kirk and hie Diocefe. 



Our Soueran Lord, with advys and confent of the Lords of bis Haenes PrraieCoinif&]l,ordeaiiea 
a Letter to be maid rnder the Grait Seall in dew form, geinand, grantand to his weilbelooh Clerk 
and Orator Patrik, Archbifchope of St Andros, powar, authoritie and jnrifdiction to exerceis the 
faming Archbifchopric, be himfelff, his Deputes, and Commiffionaro, in all maters ecclefiafticall with- 
in the dioceafe of St Andros, and Shireffdomes qnhilk hes bein heirtofore annexed thermto. Willi 
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powar to the laid Archbifchope vnder his Hienes to call and eonvein Synodall Afiemblies of the 
minifterie within the dioceafe for keiping of gaid ordonr, meanteining of trew doctrine and reform* 
ation of manere alleanerlie : To plant minifters of Kirks, quhilks fall happin to be defolat and va- 
cand : To giff admiifion and collation of benefices to perfones qualefiet, ather prefentit be the law- 
foil patnmea or ws : To depofe perfones vnqualified and vnable in lyff or doctrine for dtfcharging 
ther core ; the quhilk perfones being fa depofit, thair rents, ftipends and benefices to veak in the 
hands of the lawfnll patrones, to be conferred of new to qnalefiet and godlie perfones : To reform 
Collages, Kirks and fie vther places apointed for lerning : To place and difplace Maiftere of Collages 
vnqoalefiet according to tlie tenour of thair fundationes or enill affected to our fervice and obedi- 
ence, contraneining be word or wiyt oar Royall powar and prrailage eftablifled in our leat Actes 
of Parliament, or fklaudering ws be erroneus doctrine : To vifit the Hofpitales within the dioceafe, 
and Kirkes, and fie tham weill rornefit, menteined and apperelled. Commanding oar fathfall and 
trewfabiects to yeild vnto the faid Patrik, Archbifchope of St Andros, dew obedience: And that 
the fam may be better reverenced and obeyit, We baiff giuen and granted power to the faid Arch- 
bifbhope to baiff an of the maift verteus, godlie, and honeft officers of armes within the faid Dioceafe, 
wha falbe callit the Officer of the Kirk, wha fall in Our nam and authorise aflifl the forfaid Arch- 
bifchope, and (all command all and findrie contraneiaars and brakars of the guid and godlie ordonr 
of the Kirk, of what degrie or qualitie foener they be vnder Ws, with fie penalties, mulcts, impri- 
fonments, repentances and maner thereof, as We, our Connfallonrs and Efteates fall agrie vnto, vpon 
the Ii amble futt of the faid Archbifchope, and vther Bifchopes and Commifiionare in ecclefiafticall 
maters ; in the quhilk giff the faid Bifchope and officer be difobeyit, We will accompt the iniarie 
don to Oar awin perfone, and punifhe the faming with all rigour in exemple of vthers, Prouydimg 
alwayea, that giff anie perfone or perfones receaue anie intolerable wrang, or, without caofe or inft 
deferring, be vther waves vfit be the faid Bifchope, that as the Law of God and lonable Constitu- 
tion of this Realme does permit, it falbe leifome to the perfones fa inormhe hart, to appell to Ws, 
and our Soveran authoritie to be interponit for remead therof ; for giff the feat and image of Empe- 
rours in ancient tyme war a fufficient girthe, azill and protection to them that haid refuge tbervnto, 
it becomes Ws mikle mair in our awin perfone to be a confort, aid and releiff to tham that fall feik 
vnto oar cleamencie againft whatfameoer oppreffion be fpirituall or temporall perfones, to whom we 
promife oar princelie fawoar; the quhilk we mynd always till adminiftrat be the grace of God in fie 
fort as We may be anfwerable to him, whafe image and leiotennantrie We bear in this Realm. And 
fordar, becaufe it is neceflar for the Kirk of God, and preferuation of gaid ordour to be mentein- 
ed therm, that, when neceffitie requyres, the bifchopes of euerie dyoceafe, and fie vther lerned men 
of thair dioceafe as falbe thought meit for that purpofe, afiemble togidder for taking of an vni- 
fonn ordonr to be obferoit in the Realm, in form of Comoun Prayer and vther things requifit, for 
the comoun efteat of the Kirk, We of our princlie powar grantes the priuiladge vnto the faid Arch- 
bifchope to convein the reft, prouyding alwayes that befor anie Convention Generall of the clargie 
that the faid Bifchope fall mak Ws aduertifed of the neceffiuie caufles of the forfaid convention, that 
we may vnderftand the faming, to tend to the weilfear of the Kirk and polecie of the Conntrey. 
And that the faid Bifchope may haiff oar fpeciall licence tbervnto granted vnto him vnder Oar pri- 
aiefeall ; and that na Act or Confutation maid be the Afiemblie of Bifchopes or Clerks haiff anie 
force, ftrenthe or effect within our realm to bind anie of oar fubiects, without they be allowit, ap- 
provit and confirmed be Ws, our Counfall and Efteat : And efter the probation of Our Royall Au- 
thoritie, they to ftand in full force and effect, &c 
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Thus it pleafed God of his grait mercie and grace to haiff me occupied the 
firft monethe of my entrie with our Lords, about the end wharof Mr Patrik 
Galloway, returning bak againe from London, cam to ws, and vndertaking 
the Minifterie of the companie with me, (wha trauelit onlie in the Word add 
Difcipline,) lyked weill of our ordour, and according to the filming, efter the 
exerceis of fading a haill ouk going before, miniftrat the Holie Communion the 
laft Sabothe of Auguft, and fa continowing conform to our ordour in euerie 
poinct the monethes of September and October, in the quhilk, becaufe my Wyff 
was becom grait with chyld of hir firft birthe, and langit to be in Bervik, ther 
to ly for diuers reafones, I, obteining leive of the flok, convoyed hir thither,' 
and retourned to my charge till the monethe of November ; in the quhilk the 
Lords haiffing Mr Patrik with thame, thought it meit that I fould remean a 
fpace at Bervik, becaufe the halff of the companie and my Wyff was ther ; for 
ther was the Lords Abbots of Cambuikinnott, Drybrouche and Pafley, George 
Dowglas of Parkheid, and dy vers vther gentilmen. To this I aggreit, and en- 
tering with tham helde tham occupied als neir the ordour leyed down as could 
win. And furlie I was never. mair diligentlie and fruitfullie occupied nor that 
wintar ; for by the exerceife quhilk I haid amangs our a win folks, to the 
quhilk reforted a number of godlie peiple of the town, becaufe the publict doc- 
trin in the Kirk was difchargit be a practeifing betwix the Lord of Hounfdan, 
Gouernour, and Captean James, gyddar of our Court, called then Erie of Arran 
and Chancellar of Scotland. The guid Lady Wedrington, of whom I maid 
mention befor, being cowfines, and in creadit with the faid Lord Governour, 
obteined licence to me, for hir confort and of a number of maift godlie and zeal- 
us peiple, to teatche in a certean hous of the Town thryfe in the ouk, to thait 
and myne grait ioy and confolation. 

During that tyme the Communion was to be celebrat in Berwik, and ther* 
for a certean dayes I teatched to tham the doctrine of Preparation before the 
fam, wherin that guid Lady fand fie inftruction and confort, that fche erneft- 
lie intreated me to fett doun the fubftance therof to hir in wryt : the quhilk I 
did, the quhilk alfo fche fchew me a fpace therefter copied ower in her awin 
hand wryt, exceiding a thrie or four [leaves] throuche, for fche wrot verie fear. 
Sic was hir diligence and cair to grow in knawlage and practife of trew relligion. 
The newes quhilk we haid in the meantyme out of Scotland war verie-euiU, 
for Arran with his authorifed Archbifchope began then to rage. 

Diuerle gentillmen vpon naked and bear fufpitionnes was apprehendit and 
put to fchamfull execution. Amangs whom was the Lard of Drumwhafill, wha 
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drank a bitter cape of his a win brewing, for he was a grait counfallour and 
doer in bringing hame Monfieur d'Obignie, and his fone in law the Lard of 
Meanfe, a gentleman of notable gifts of body and mynd, and therfor mikle 
hated and fearit of thefe wicked men, whale deathe was als mikle lamented in 
Eingland as ever I hard Scotfman. 

Hie Archbifchope, that he fould nocht be behind, fell to wark, and in tyme 
.of modification of ftipends, fett down the form of a band, the quhilk all behoued 
to lubfcryve that gat affignation of ftipends ; yea, it was fa profecut that 
wha foeuer refilled to fubfcryve was thretned with the los of thair benefices 
and leivings, yea fordar, with impriflbnment and banifment, in cais of anie 
fpetches vttered in the contrar. Heirvpon, and fum vther forget caufies, Mr 
Dauid Lindfay was put in the preafone of Blaknes, Mr Jhone Howifone in 
the Spey Towre of St Jhoirftoun, Mr Andro Hay put in warde, and hardlie 
yfit ; yea, ther was nocht a guid man in Kirk or Countrey, but was put in fie 
fear, and oppreffed with fie greiff, that they weiried of thair ly vis, and thought 
ws happie wha was away, and haid that libertie of body and mynd to feme 
our God and eafe our continence. 
% A grait number of the Minifterie kythed what they war, even fum at the 
beginning went throuchlie with the Archbifchope, but efter Mr Jhone Crag 
and Jhone Dunkefone the Kings minifter yeildit : wharof that ane Mr Crage* 
haid Hand conftant verie lang and fufteined grait thretnings and boft of Ar- 
ran ; yit at laft be weaknes and a fort of fophiftication (calling in a claufe 
" according to the Word of God," making, manifeftam repugnantiam in adicito, 
as giff ane fould lay, he wald obey the Pape and his Prelates according to the 
Word of God), he yeildit and fubferyvit, and drew with him the graitteft part 
of the Minifterie of Scotland, quhilk was the heavieft newes that could com 
to ws ; for alas ! then the enemies triumphed, and all the harts of guid men 
war broken and difcuragit. Yit ther war a few guid breither in Mers and 
Lawdien, wha, as they might, bathe keipit thamfelues clein, and withftude the 
aduerfar, making fum ftay to that grait defection, wha knawing that I was in 

* Mr Crag at this tyme pronuncit a Judgment vpon the Erie of Arran in his face befor the King, 
•faying, " As tb$ Lord is inft he will humble yow." The Erie, mokking him, faid, " I fall mak 
.the of a fids frier a trew profet ;" and & fitting down on his knie, be fayes, " Now I am humblit." 
" Na," fayes Mr Crag, " mok the femnt of God as tbow will, God will nocht be mocked ; bot 
mak the find it in erneft when thow falbe humblit af the hiche hors of thy pryde." Quhilk within 
a certean of yeirs tberefter (1598) cam to pas, when James Dowglas ran him af his hors with a 
fpear, and flew him ; and his carcas caft in an open Kirke befyde, or it was buried was fund eattin 
with the dogs and fwvne. Mr Crag Ttherwayes an excellent pretcher, had difchargit a fathfoll 
dewtie at court in all his minifterie, bot heirin grerit ws all to the verie hart. 
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Bervik, acquented me with the mater, and fend me the forme of the Band, with 
information of all proceidings. Wharupon, with grait motion and greiff of 
mynd, I pennit this Letter following and fend in, togidder with a Letter in 
Latine, and the Controuerfies gathered to a few conclufiones confirmed with 
manifauld reafones and places of Scripture, directed to the Archbifchopes 
meache and graitteft afibciat, Mr Alexander Home, Minifter of Dumbar, prouo- 
king him to anfwer giff he could, or giff nocht to bid his ordinar the Archbi- 
fchope do it himfelff. Bot I haid nather anfwer of the an nor vther, and the 
guid breithring war therby mikle conforted and incuragit 

A itifl Copie of that quhilk thejub/crytring Minifters firjt and loft didfubfcryve. 

We the beneficed men, Minifters, Reiddars, Maiden of Scholles and Collages, Ynderfubjeryring, 
teftifies and fatbfallie promifes be tbir our band wreittes, our bumble and dewtifall fubmiffion and 
fidelitie to our Soneran Lord the Kings Ma* 6 ; and to obey with all humilitie his Hienes Actes of 
Parliament haldin at Edinbrnche the xxij day of May 1584 yeirs ; And that according to the fam 
we fall fchaw our obedience to our ordinar Bifchope or Commifftonar apointed, or to be apointed, 
be his Ma tie , to haue the exerceife of the fpirituall iurifdiction in our diocefe according to the Word 
of God. And in ceas of non obedience in the premifles, our benefices, Aipends, and leivings to 
vac, ipfo facto, and qualefiet and obedient perfones to be prouydit in our rowmes, as giff we war 
naturalie dead ; according to his Hienes Act of Parliament maid theranent in all poincte. 

To the Breithring of the Miniflerie of Scotland, wha bes latlie fubfcrynit 
to the Popifh Supremacie of the King, and ambitius tyrannie of 

the Bifchops ower tbair Brithring, 
J. M. wiihethe vnfenzit repentance. 

Thsr is ftrange newes latlie reported vnto ws (my breithring) that yie fonld haiff altogidder 
without ftreakes yeildit to the aduerfarie, and nocht onlie be word confentit, bot alfo be the fub- 
fcription of your hands confirmed, that horrible boundage and fklauerie, wbarinto our Kirk of Scot- ' 
land is brought be the leat Actes of Parliament, and this prefent intolerable tyrannie of the fids 
Bifchopes ; the quhilk, vndoutedlie brought vpon yow be Sathan the Aduerfar of Chryfts king* 
dome, hes bein wrought be the meanes ather of malice and hatred againft the treuthe knawin, or 
of ignorance, or tben of grait weaknes. 

Trewlie, my breithring, albeit I knaw that of tham that wer Satbans inftruments be feir and 
flatterie to bring yow to fo feirfull a fall and greiws fklander, fum be new Julians, who altho 
they confes they knaw the treuthe of the finceare religion of Chryft, yit for malice and hatred con- 
cearit againft it and the minifters therof, they haid rather bein of the Turks fathe then of the fathe 
of Minifters. And therfor following the fut fteps of Julian, they perfecut the fam malitiuflie, ta- 
king the leivings from the minifters, cafting tham in preflbne, baniffing tham the Countrey, ower- 
thrawing the Scholles and Seminaries apointed for the continuance therof ; and wald vndout- 
edlie, with fyre and fword, perfew the faming, giff force and powar anfwerit to thair incenfit aire and 
bludie appetit. Sum ar mair leing, nattering and ambitius then was Amaziab, the Preift of the 



1584. MR JAMES MELVILL'S DIARY. 137 

Kings Chappell at Bethell, wha pereeaving the prophets of the Lord to propheeie againft King Je- 
roboams new forgit relligion, be ferving to the quhilk bis ambition and gluttonie was meanteined, 
he oeaffit oocbt till invent treafibne, fedition and all fort of lies againft tham, and mak the King to 
baniihe, impriflbne and perfecut tham with all kynd of rigour; — mair auaritius and war myndit 
agamft Gods childring then Balaam the mis prophet, curling and devyfing all meanes to mak the 
peiple of the Lord to fall in the bands of thair enemies, and fnrnefing to Balak wjcked and deuil- 
liihe coon&ll to intyfe tham to defection from the trew worshipping, and fa to fin againft God, to 
mak the fyre of his wrathe to kindle againft tham ; — and, finalie, mair rafhe and void of gnid con- 
ference in maters of Relligion, then was Vrias the preift, wha thought idolatrns King Ahaz com- . 
mahd a warrand gnid anenche for him to difplace the altar of the Lord, and fett in tbe romn therof 
an new dreffit according to the form of the Altar of Damafcns. Sam, wan nor the godles Atheift 
Machiauel, wha careing in thair fleines maift conning court craft, makes na thing of God, Chryft 
and Relligion, with tbe Minifters therof, bot pages and flaues to ferae to thair tnrnes : For if they 
may mak for thair conrfe, and fie an efteat of government as they wald haiff, O then they will 
fpeak weill, and graitlie efteim of tham ; bot if they can do na thing for thair purpofe, or can nocht 
fnfier thair wicked attempts, or will nocht change and alter opintones when they will, — then can, 
they nocht be fufferit in a Comonn wall ; they ar enemies to princes and lawfull authorities ; they 
ar ftditias, proude and treafimable, and therfor man till ezyll, banifment, preafone and fkafiauld. 
To $hefe Hell is bat a boggill to fley barnes, and Heavin but a conceat to mak foolles fean. And 
kft> mair ethaik nor Noma Pampilras, efteiming Relligion and worfchiping of God bot a fuper- 
ftithw terronr to the confdence of peiple to hanld tham in awe and vnder obedience. This I 
iky, althonght they be, that works in this mater be malice and hatred, indgit and damnet of 
them&lues, and whafe portion falbe with the forenamed workers of iniquitie, to whom they ar 
lyk in lyff and doing ; yh can yie nocht be purgit from communicating with thair feirfuil finnes, in 
& far as yie baiff confented thervnto be word and wryt; wharas yie fonld rather baiff obeyit the 
Word of God, commanding be his prophet — " Say nocht, a confederate with this peiple, nather feir 
yie thair feir, nor be effrayit of tham, bot fanctefie the Lord of Hoftes, and let him be your dreid : 
Snrlia be fonld haiff bein vnto yow as a fanctuarie, and vnto tham a ftnmbling blok, and a rok to 
all vpon."* Gladlie wald I purge you, my breithring, of this firft mean of malice and hatred againft 
the treuthe and the meanteinars tharof. And alas 1 that anie occafionn fonld euer haiff bein of- 
ferit annes to think this of anie of that number. But what fall I fay when I heir that fum of yow 
hes nocht onlie fubferyvit yourfelues, bot alfo, lyk defperat peft folks, deftitnt of Chriftian charitie, 
traveUes to fednce and infect fie as ar haill and wald keipe the right way, and betrayes the con- 
ftancie of the beft be delatting of tham to the Perforator ; and that nocht onlie be telling the treuthe, 
bot be trattelles, lies and forgit tealles, lyk warldlie pykthanks, to mak your godlie breithring ather 
to mak defection with yow, or then to fuffer extremitie in thair bodies. Alas for forow ! whar is 
the fruicts of that doctrine of Lone and Charitie quhilk hes foundit fa often out of your mouthes ? 
Bot to let be charitie, whar is the hatred of malice and homecid ! Alas ! thefe ar rather the marks 
of bradie burreaus and crewall buchars of Sathan, the tier and murderar, then of the difciples of 
Chryft ; tbe taken* of Turks, Paganes and Papifts, then of Chriftan peiple, to let be pretchoura and 
inftructors of vthers, Wo is me for yow, vnles thir things be repented in tyme. Behauld what His 
to flyde bot a title from the treuthe, and mak a fchifme in opinion from the brethering. When Sa- 
man getts ana entree, to mak vntreuthe and fatihode feim to be born witball and yeildit vnto bot a 
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lyde, he gaea fbrdwart incontinent and begets in the hart * bated and malice againft the tenth* 
and profeffioun therof. Bewar, bewar, my breithring, mark Setbans craftie deallings, caft on* with 
him and refill him in tyme, leaft he gett the vantage and preneall, and raak the laft wan nor the 
firft ; u For if we fin willinglie efter we haiff recearit the knawlege of the treuthe, ther remeanes 
na mair facrifice for fin, but a feirfal looking for of iudgment, and violent lyre to denore die adner* 
faries,"* 

Alwayes, my breithring, I wald wiffingtie heir yow all porgit of malice ; hot I kaaw Ann will 
fay, I know na better, and vnderftnd nener tbrowbe the maters of the discipline, and, if wo haiff 
felKt, it is of ignorance and nocht malice* Certeanlie, albeit, I fair that to be orer tew in over 
manie of yow, yit it is a fchamfull thing to be* hard teltit in your awin conntey, and abrod in 
other nationes, that yie, wha bee bein brought vpe in fa notablie oonftitvt^a Kirk this twentie fin 
yeirs, in qnhilk Aim of yow alfo hes bein paftors and teatchen nocht mikle lea, and all haa bom 
function and charge, nocht onlie in pretching of the Word, but in difcharging of that rther ah ne- 
cedar poinot of your minifterie, in rewling and governing of the Kirk with your fellow bratthring 
thir manie yeirs .bypaft, to fay that yie ar yit ignorant of the eoeWfiaftkal iurifdiction and ipi- 
ritaall authoritie of the kingdom of Chryft, and whow it differs from the temporal^ bodeiie, and 
dnill polecie ; what is the part and dewtie of the Chriftian magiftrat in the Kirk ; and, namhei 
whither be angbt to be maid a new Pape, to vfe tyrannie ower the Kirk* and continence of men of 
the ecclefiafticall functienes, and giff thai Satanieal prefumption and pryde of fals bifchopes may be 
tolerat in the Kirk of Jerps Chryft, qnhilk from the dayea of Conftantin, be whafe mair xealus. af- 
fection, than confident wifdome, they gat warldlie ritchea and honour, haa infected the Kirk, nocht 
onlie with all kynd of vyces againft the fecond Table, bat alfo haa rent and denydit the faming, 
with fects, fchifmes herefies, and difiertiones, be their ambhuu debeata, ener ftryving for fteat, wha 
might be hieft and graiteft. Efter that annea that command and law of sqnalitie gifien be Chryft 
was tranfgrefled and riolat, they nener ceaffit vnto the tyme they haid hotted vpe that Mail of 
Sin into the thron and ronm of that onlie fnpream rewkr and head, the Lord Jefna ; for Bifichopes 
wald be Archbifcbopes, and they Metropolitanes, and they Fatriarchea, and fa Pape*. Yie conteia* 
it yourfelaes in General] and Provincial! Aflembties, and in Preflbyteries, to the qnhilk yeirlie, 
half yeirlie, and oaklie, yie refortedas ordinar members and charge bearers within the fiun, and 
yit can nocht tell what ground, warrant, or authoritie yie did the fam vpon, as tho yie fonld plan- 
lie fay, yie did it nocht in fathe; and la fo often yie finned and abbofit tbofe holy oon*anak>nnes 
of the Kirk of Chryft. 

To your grait reprnff, I man call to gnynd the notable occafiones of attaining to folid knawlage 
in thir maters that God offerit vnte yow, hot in lone, as of God his glorie, fa of «yonr fanka, as God 
mot lone royne. Forby and attomr yonr prrrat ftndies in raiding of the Scriptures, and ia mojsie 
ierned mens wrytinga on thir poincts, aggreing all in effect inimaift fweit hanaonie, (wharinto, giff 
yie haid bein els diligentlie occupied as God gaiff 'tyme and oeenfien, yie neidit nocht to aOeage 
ignorance for an excufe), whow war thir heads handlit publicalie in. the Afiemblies? Was aocht 
tbe Generall Aflemblie, be the fpace of fax or feavin yeirs, almaift hailelie occupied in thir quef- 
tiones? War nocht the minifters, in all the quarters of the conntey, erneftUe exhorted, and, he 
pnblict authoritie, commandit to cears and feik the Scriptures diligentlie, and all kynd of wryttas, 
auld and new, for finding fnrthe of the folide and vndoutted trentbe? Was ther nocht apointed 
conferences to be haid in all partes amangs the breithring, in their onklie exereeifes and ProTmciatt 
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Afl e mh tiee, Cross the qnhilks men, weill inftraeted with reafonea and lodgment of the reft, war 
(bod, from tyme to tyme, to the General Aflemhlies, whar, bathe be privet and opin reafoning, the 
opinione and featenoe of all men war examined and tryed, throw enerie bead of tbedifcipline of the 
JEsk; and efter laag and often reafoning, all put in rotting, and be haill and miform confent and 
aa ri ame wt of the haill Kirk, in a General AflemUie» concladit, and digefted m ccnclniion, andinre* 
giftrat in the Books of die laid Afiemblie, and extract thereof ordeanit to be giffen to enerie Prefby- 
tone tavoadbent the Realm, whidder giff this, icyoed with the dontranaU pmctife of the folff fam 

dIfoipK— t tkwfii dm»ra ymwm hf paflj may male i— iimmmAKU hifar find, hk girlr, mJ AngftlU^ tlu> 

Terie blind warld may iudge. 

Alas I deir brathring, ye inay weiU, far a fchort tyme, think y^^ 
heeanfa, as yie think, with ks prik of conference, and danger of bodies and geire, yie may'pas ower 
tmr emldaya: BntO, fafiflmest pnt thecals, yie might pntaf in this manor manie thowfand 
yaws, ana fall com the day when yie faH be forctt to compeir before thai grait iadge, and giff an 
aocompt of the diffchargug of that maift hie calling, when a compt falbe crarit of all the ydle 
words, and doings mas yie haiff fpent, Sail yie nocht be then efchamit of that wherintt 
yie tak pleafimr? Sail nocht this fiffie eafe be toned in forowraUwanreft? Sail ignorance 
be an encase befor him wha fall fchaw himfelff from hearm, with the angek of his might, 19 
munbing fyre, to tak vengeance on them that has nocht knawn him, namelie on fie as hes negleet- 
ad and difjpyfit fa manie gmd occafienes of knawlage miniibrat ynto tham ? What faB the fiatterie 
and anthoriii e of yoor King and fiifchop then ayaill ? Na thing, bot to be partakers of radgment 
as of fine, except repentance interrein. 

Oh I my brehhring, yie ar farder in the mift with this ignorance then. yie fappofe. For what 
hope fell Sathan haiff now (of whafe fbrae, ciiaf^ and biffing yie fa oftentymes warn yonr heirars,) 
to mak yow to yeild in the ▼erie pomcta of the doctrine of Salnatkm, feing he hes rand yow fa 
eafie to be orercom in the cais of the difciplme, wharof yie haiff na les fore warrand and ground 
lefermgtothe mater in the Word of God, if yow haid raft to haiff lerned? What ratmragment fall 
it be to the Fapifts, that hes nocht bein negligent in lerning the yntrenthe, and ftndeing controuav* 
fies in thair feminaries, and wha now daylie pronokea ws to the combat, when they fie bat a lytle 
tfareetaing of the Prince, nocht of lyff, bot lering, andafmall piece of fiettarie of a fals bifchope, is 
able to fhak yow from yonr grounds, and mak yow to fall for leak of knawlage ; yea, to f offer the 
wall and blokhoufies of yonr discipline to be demolifed and doang down, thinking (as indeid they 
may) it wilbe eafie to mak the braiche, and win the hanld and citie of yonr doctrine and Kirk ? 
Sal they nocht, I fey, haiff gold canfe to hope weill of the victorie and conqueift? Sail they nocht 
haiff reafime till affirme that qnhilk they haiff fa often fpoken iwd wiyttro, Th^ 
land is bot a fort of ignorant and fmm^beafts,natherdowabydereafonra^ Mybreith- 

ring, the Deniil hes maid a grait brak amaags yow, and with fmall forces, and few ftrakes, gottin 
a grait victorie oner yow ; and yit yie will find that he will nocht content nor flay ther, but as a 
▼ietor poft rpe, will proas ferdwart. And, therefor, in the tender mercies of God, for the cair I 
haiff of yonr fahatkm, extreamlie indangerit now, when fame is loft and gone, I man apply ynto 
yow an extream and hatde remead, to pink yowif poffible dot of the danes of Sathan; to wit, that 
fmrfall oomminetum of the Apeftle to the Hebrews, "It is impoffible that* they qnhilk war amies 
Hgfataed, and haiff tafted of tbe heavinlie gift, and war maid partakers of tbe Holie Ghoft, and hathe 
taafted of the guid Word of God, and of the power of the warld to come, if they fall away, falbe 
Tenewit againe be repentance : feing they crncifie again to thamfelnes the Sone of God, and makes 
amok of him. The erthe, qnhilk drinks rpe the rean that comes ypon it, and brings fnrtbe herbes 
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'tneit for than be whome It iadreffit, receanes a bleffing of God. Bot that quhilk bean ihornes aid 
breires ia reprobat, and neir curfing; the end wharof is to be brunt*"* Yit breithring weilbekeit, 
we are perfnadit of better things, and meit for famation of yow, whowbeit, we. thus, witb tbe Apof* 
tie, wryt to terrifie yow, and reclame and reafe from this fall, and keipe yow bak from finder and 
wars. Alas I what a face fall yie bane to com befor tbe godlie and fatbfal breithring of tbe countrey, 
when it fall pleife God to delyver bis awin Kirk, and reftore it again to the former or better efteet? 
or rather, What a confluence and mynd fail yie baiff, when yie remember, raid or heir that wa pro- 
nnnced be Chryfl ypon tham be whome fklander and offence comes !. And, O I wbow manie godlie 
hartes, bathe in Scotland and Eingland, yea, in France, and all reformed Kirks, ar crewaUie wbunt* 
ed with this met of yours, and that nocht without grait caufe. For, aJa kng aa the haill minifterie 
And confiant, ther was gnid hope of a happie redres of maters ; hot now, be tins met, yie baiff giftn 
the Denill entree within the walles of Jerafaiem to fpoill and deftroy ail the gnid and confiant ehi- 
ciners tberof, wha will nocht defyll thamfelnes, bow their knies to Basil, and eat fwynes fleche with 
yow. What will yie think when yie com to that vers of tbe 50th Pfalme : « Ynto the wicked tha 
(ayes God, What bes thow to do to declar my ordonnances, that thow fonldeft tak my covenant 
in thy mouthe ? feing thow hates difcipline, and bes caften my Words behind thie." Wald to God 
yie fould be fa moned thereby as was the lerned Origin, wha, after he haid bein indneit, throw 
weaknes, to facrifice to Idols, thereto coming ynto the Kirk to preatche, ceiling vpe the buik, he 
fell, be Gods prouidence, on the fam place of tbe Pfalme, and bnrfling out in teares befor the pel* 
pie, he maid a maift doloms and bitter lamentation and invection againfl himfelf£ as yie may reid 
in his Lyff, recordit be Snidas. And, finalie, what a dart to your pure conference fall that fen* 
tence of Chryfl be, "He that denyes me befor men, I will deny him befor my heavinlie Father." 
For yie knew, that whofoener heires the Word of God and doea it nocht, namlie in tbe tyme of 
tryall, fchawes nocht that he k folidlie gronndit in the fam, denyes Chryfl, aa he himfehT teatches 
in the 7th of Matthew, vtberwayes, " Manie fall com vnto him on that day, and fay, Lord, dad 
we nocht prophecie in thy name ? Did we nocht work miracles and caft out denilles ?" Bot he will 
anfwer, " I knew yow nocht ; depart from me, yie workers of iniqnitie." 

Bot it may be that fum of yow, your vnhappie complices and counfallours in this courfe, thinks 
and will fay, What neids all this ado? Why ar yie fa hat in threaining? the mater is nocht of fa 
grait weght, &c. Alas I my .breithring, miferable and lamentable experience, except God of ma 
mercie prevent it, I feir fall teatche yow and the pure Kirk of Scotland what ye baiff done, and 
wbow grait and fear ar the cohfequents that infewes on your fact. For firfl, be the approving of 
that Act of Parliament anent the Kings fupremacie in ail caufea ecclefiafticall as ciuill, and na ap- 
pellation to be maid from him, yie baiff nocht onlie fett vpe a new Pape, and fa become trators to 
Chryfl, and condifcendit to the cheiff error of Papiflrie, whervpon all the refl dependea; quhOk, 
giff it be nocht to deny and refufe Chryfl, I knaw nocht what it is fa to do* Bot finder, ye baiff 
in fa doing granted mair to the King then ener the Papes of Rome peaceblie obteined, wbow ty- 
rannuflie and ambitiuflie foeuer they fought tbe &m ; for the Connfalles of Conflance and Bafil 
decreit in the Papes face, and be infinit argumentes of reafone and fcripture evicted, that it was 
nocht onlie a veritie bot a poinct of fathe, The CounciU to be aboue the Pape, and appellationea to 
be maift lawrall from 'the Pape to the Councill. And fa from the Pape ther waa ener appellathmes to 
the Councells, rewlit be the Word of God and his Spreit, wherin tbe trew Bifchopes and Paftors,aBd 
Doctors of the Kirk fatt as Chryfla officials, to indge and difceni on maters ecclefiafticall, according 
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io the Word of God, In the qnhilk the beft Chriftian Emperonrs that ener war, Conftantin and 
Theodofras, fat in na hier degrie than the paftors as obedient members of the Kirk, humbhe to be 
governed and rewled with the reft be the fcepter of the Word of God, and nocht as Heads and Lords 
to command and rewll ower it, knawing die Lord Jefas Cbryft was onlie King and Emperour thair* 
Bot yie haiff fobfcry vit, that whofoener, in ante maters ecclefiafticall, declynes the King and Comt- 
fails mdgment, falbe repnt and pnnHhed as a tratour. What I pray yow giff thefe profeft 
and Jefuiftes that flockes ham out of France, Spean, and Italie, and finds graitter fawonr and 
in Court, then all the Miniftera, what if they fall challenge yow for the Doctrine of Jnftificatibn, 
trie will, reall prefence, and the reft of the heids of religion, for thefe, as chieff maters ecclefiafti- 
call, fall the King and his Connfall be indge to yow, and na appellation be maid vnder the pean of 
treaflbne? What fall then, I pray yow, becom of relligion and the profeflonrs therof ? fill. they 
nocht be ather forced to deny Cbryft, or maid to difpnt with the torments anointed for trators? 
and fyne this for a clok to be caften ower h, It is nocht for relligion, but for hie treaflbne that fie 
ar fa handlit. Do yie nocht heir efpy the craft of the crewall feind, wha dar nocht, in this age of 
knawlage and light of the gofpell, oppon himfelff againft the trenthe, as the Scrybes and Pharifies 
{haft not gainftand the doctrine of Cbryft, bot finks, vnder pretence of Lawes, and clok of iuftice, 
to mak the godlie and trew profeflbnrs and preachovrs to be fchamfnll fpectacles, that therby 
men may be efchamit of the veritie of the Evangell ; even as Cbryft was pat to deathe vnder the 
Bam ef fedition and treaflbne. 

Seeondlie, yie haiff taken away, be your fnbfcriptiones, the lawfall power of the Pallors and Doc- 
ten and Eldars of the Kirk, to conveio thamfelues in the nam of na erthlie prince, nor temporall 
anthoritie of King, nor for na erthlie nor temporall effears, bot in the nam and antboritie of Jefus 
Cbryft, King of Kings, Lord of Lords, the onlie Soyeran rewlar and commander within die Kirk, 
qnhilk is his kingdome fpiritnall, and nocht of this warld, till intreat of things heavinlie and cter- 
nall, qnhilk directive concernes the faalee and confeiences of men x The qnhilk powar they haiff of 
Cbryft phnlie in his Letter Will, ioyning a maift comfortable promife againft fie grait difficulties 
that bebouit till aryfe in the difcharge of fa hiche an office. " Whanfoener twa or thrie of yow 
falbe connenit in my nam, I falbe in the mids of yow." Leaning Ypon the qnhilk powar and 
promife, the Apoftles and Difdples conveined thamfeiues findrie tymee efter the refarrection of 
Cbryft, and efter his afcenfion, to choife ane in the roume of Jndas;* they aflemblet the haill 
co ng regation to the election of the Diacons :f and now efter a grait manie kirks war planted, 
nocht onlie amangs the Jewes, bot 'alfo amang the Gentilles, the Apoftles and Eldars aflemblit 
thaonVnes in a Generall Connfall at Jernfalem, to determin in the qneftion moned about the cir- 
comcifion, and fa fcurthe. For when the command be Cbryft is giffen ather to the heirars to heir, 
or the paftors to feid, or the doctors to teatche, or the eldars to gorern or rewll, furlie be neceffiitie 
of relation, it man be that he giflfee tham alfo anthoritie and powar in his name to convent togidder 
and with thair flockes for that effect Sa that be that act of Parliament qnhilk difcharges the Af* 
fimbaea and Conrentiones of ecclefiafticall office bearers, is reftranit that firiedome qnhilk Cbryft 
jefns hes giffen to the officers of his kingdome, to convein for difcharging of the dewties and call* 
ings qnhilk he hes leyed on tham, to be vfit for his fenrice, and famation of his peiple. And trew- 
lie aia weill might they haiff difchargit the conrentiones for beiring of the Word and miniftration 
of the Sacraments, as for the exercefing of difcipline and government of the Kirk ; feing this is na 
ka kyed on the bak of the officiars of Chryfts Kingdom, as a fpeciall part of thair dewtie and 
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charge nor the former, and hes the command and powar gifien to rfe it na let then the ▼ther, witfc 
out careing for anie anthoritie or command of men. For that qnhilk Chryft fa erneftlie repeatea to 
Ptter, qnhilk alfo k commoun to all Paftom, Feid ! feid I ieid ! is nocht onlie be Word and Sacra- 
mento, hot alfo be difcipfine, rewling, and government, as the mater itfelff declares, the word fig* 
nines, and the fimilitad planlie prone*. And what, I pray yow, meines that comand of Chryfts 
tifl the Kirk, that is, the ecclefiaftik fenat or aftemblie of the office bearers, as the lamed exponas it» 
* And if he reftife to heir the Kirk, let him be unto thie as an Ethnic and Publican!" giff the 
Kirk hes nocht powar and authorise of Judgment gifien to it be Chryft ? And that, " I giue yow 
the keyes of the kingdome of beaaine, whatfouer yie loufe on ertbe falbe lowfit in hearia ; and 
whatfeeaer ye bind on erthe falbe bond in heavm." War thir keyes gifien to anie king or magifr 
trat? or Howes the powar tberof from humean ordination? And finalie, what meinethe the 
Apoftle to the Romanes xn. when he fo erneftlie exhortee enerie effieiar in the Kirk to difchaigt 
thair calling diligentlie ? WiUesbetham tfllabydethecoimnandimentef aaueerthtie king or prince 2 
Na, als frilie as the King hes his powar and anthoritie of God the Creator to difeharge his office 
in thingB cinill and temporally als frilie hes the paftom, eldars, doctores, and deaconee of the Kirk 
powar and anthoritie of Jefns Chryft the Redeimer to do thair office in things hearinlte and fpU 
ritnall. But I purpofe nocht, my breithring, to infift with yow in proving of maters at this tyme; 
hot taking things to be fnfficientlie tryed and conclncfit vnto the tyme I heir ante reafones allaagh 
be yow or anie vther in the contrar, I wald difconer vnto yow the feirfattconleqiieiicea of this poor 
yeilcling, tending to the wrak of Chryfts Kirk and the libertie tberof. 

It waa onlie the AfTemblies and Freibyteries, as all that feirea God, yea, and the enemies then* 
felues knawes, that was the ordinarie mean to keipe the Kirk of Scotland from the pollution of 
vyces, herefies, and fchifmes ; the qnhilk now being takin away, ryce and wickednes fall owerfbur, 
for wha fall tak ordonr therewith ?— the Comrt and bifchopes I Als weill as Martin Elwed and Will 
of Kinmont with ftealling on the Bordoum. Herefie, Atheifme, and Papiftrie fall brak in, for wha 
fall refift it ?« — the bifchopes ! Put the cais, that fie wha hes fauld God, relligion, and beavin for 
this prefent warld and the things tberof, could haiff the grace to gainftaad, the Atheifta and Fapifta, 
and cheiff meanteiners of Atheifme and Papiftrie, wilbe graitter in Court (fca the qnhilk the ln> 
fchopes hes thair powar and anthoritie, and can, nor dar do na thing without fpeciall leme and 
command therof ) nor the beggerlie bifchopes and all thair clergie can be. And laft, the fchifmes 
and contronerfies that aryfea and ar fhwin be Sathan falbe na wayea componit nor extingnifit ha 
the brotherlie and humble conventiones in aequalitie, (aa the happie experience of fax and twentie 
year bypaft hes proven our AfTemblies till hane done,) hot contrarie wayea, be die proude am* 
bition and Tanitie of the bifchopes, they falbe daytie fofterit, increaffit, and augmentit, die praiff 
and experience wherof yie may reid efter the firft thrie honnder yeirs of Chryfts Kirk, when the 
perfecntiones war endit,and the bifchopes began, vnder Chrifliad Emperours, to getteafe, honour, 
and ritches, and braking the commandiment of Chryft, began till rfurpe lordlie anthoritie and pre* 
heminence over thair breithring. Fra that tyme, as nerer *f befor, miferablie hes the Kirk been 
cut and denydit be contronerfies, fchjftnes, and herefies ; fa pemitius hes it bein to ley afyde the 
Word of God, and right rewUes of governing of his Kirk be asqualitie amangs the paftom. 

ThridKe, yie haiff confentit and rabferyvit that thir bifchopes fall haiff the owerfight andrewling 
of all the Kirks, according to the powar qnhilk they receame of thair Pape and head. Qnhilk of* 
fice hes aa warrand in the Scripture of God, hot is an umentien of Sathan brought in be antbttien 
and anarice ; yea that prefumptous and lordlie anthoritie oyer the reft of ther breithring is plat con- 
trar to the word and commandiment of Chryft; Matth. 10. 19. and 26. 24. 28. and of Lac, 12. 
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14, 15, 16, 17. and Pet. & L && And thai mangrell melting with chdtt and warldlie maters, 
exerceiiktg mdicatonr in ciuill and criminaU caufics, loudlie cryee that they war aener of Chryft, 
whafe kiagdome is nocht of this warld; wha refafed to be maid King be the peiple, yea wald 
nocht fa mikle as deuyd the inheritance amange breithring, albeit a charitable turn ; and all for 
e&bewing of incumbrance in erthlie maters, qnhilk might hinder him from the fpiritnall and hearin- 
Kewadcof Ins Father for the qulrilk he was fend. And by and attoure the vnlawfuhies of the office 
fahilk the Scripture and nature of the kingdome of Cbryft oan nocht bear withal), the perfonea 
that prefentlie yie haiff fnbfcryrit obedience vnto are infamus ryle men, nocht onlie of the baa and 
eurfeft fort arnanga the peiple, as war the preifts of prolan Jeroboam, bot maift dinolut and fklaaV 
derus in all thair lyff, be whale cairfulnes in gathering ?pe the woll and milk, and cairleihea in fekl* 
ingof the floks, and etill exemple in all kynd of ▼yen, na merrtll it is giff innmerable faulles drown 
in ignorance, perifhe in thair finnea, and Hue without God or religion* 

Tberfor, now I befeik yow, my breithring, rigbtlie to confidder, and deiplie to pondre this mater : 
Whidder haid it bein better to rafale, and vndertak the difpleafhre of ane erthlie Prince, wha onlie 
has powar ower the body, (and that na jnair nether nor it pleafea God,) and haiff efteimed all this 
warid but dirt and draff vnder your feit, in refpect of his hriff and obedience, wha could haiff given 
yew again a honadrethe fonld in this lyff, and the lyff eternall to the guid? Or to haiff confentit, 
and incnfrit the hicbe difjpleafure of Chryft Jefua, the grait Heavinlie King, wha, efter the bedie is 
flenn, may caft bathe it and the ikull in the fyre of Hell; and the offence and deteftation of all the 
godlie and fethfuU for the fchamfidl denying of fa guid a maifter, betraying of the friedome of his 
Ingdome, Wandering of his Kirk, and offering oceafion to the adueriara to trinmphe and be in- 
cnragit. Again, I fay, for Goda caufe, and your awin faluation, enter in deiplie to wey and confi- 
de? what yie haiff done, that the hynoufnea of the fact may mak yow to abhore yourfeluee and be 
Ynfemyitlie call down tberfor. For haiff yie nocht be your hand wryt, the feall of yonr treuthe, bund 
your&Iues, as flaues, to the wicked appetit and affection of a blind godlea Court, overflowing with 
all kynd of fine and impietie ? and to a Bifchope, O fy 1 to whom I can nocht giff a rictus epithet 
tnak nor another, and I am fare a thowfand wald nocht exprea his vyces, aa yourfelfia, and all the 
warld, is witaes ? And that qnhilk is warft of all, haiff yie nocht brought the libertie of the fpreit, 
and preatching of the Word of God, the difpeafation wharof is concredit vnto yow, in maift abomi- 
nable thraldome ? Sa that yie dar nocht reproue vyce without exception of perfonea, nor pretcbe 
the treuthe frnle, as your God, your traik, and your eonfcience, teatchea yow, and commands. 
For, dar yie now rebuk the contemners of God and religion, and nUhfull miniflera therof, the 
Aafpheamer of Gods nam and his treuthe ; diuelllihe diffiinulation, yea, open diuelrie, periurie, per- 
feentien, tyrannfe, crewaltie, oppreffi on, drunkennea, haredome ; feruing of God and man ; ambition, 
avarice, natterie, leing, braking of promife, tricking, taunting, deceauing, profanation of the Word 
of Ged, facrifege, fknoaie, witchcraft, fchamlea obfcenitie, rilanie, apoftafie, and men f oa rin g of that 
quhflk'the monthe hea profofflt, and pubiictlie fpokea and teatched, the hand has often fnbfcryrit 
with the graft akhe of the Lord maid and interponit therin ? feing your new erected naprie, and, 
namlia year Janras .Ordinary the Archbifchope, to whom yie haiff bund your obedience, ia altogid- 
der feftered and owergean with thata. 

- Now, as to that nam of obedience, qnhilk ia cranit in a fair and honeft maner, to clok a maift 
flthie and mhoneft mater, mifter I to wryt anie thing to yow theranent? for can yie ynderAand.or 
teatohe ante vtber thing theranent nor this, Obedience, except it be in God, and according to hia 
command, is na obedience, bot fin, rebellion, and difobedience, the qnhilk is as the fin of witchcraft, 
wiekednea, and ydolatrie befor God, as Samuel teatched King Saul in hia awin foe*. That qnbil]t 
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mail, following his awin radgment and ill affection, calles rebellion, treafone, and difobedience, is 
allowit befor God as dewtifnll dewtie, guid obedience, and feruice. And contrar, was nocht 
Sydrach, Mifach, and Abednego caft in the fernace be Nebugednesar, King of Babylon, for thair 
difobedience, in nocht foiling down to worfchipe bis erected image? Was nocht Daniel caft in the 
den of Lyons for difobedience, becanfe be brak King Darins godles law, in making his prayer, 
thryfe a day toward Jerufalem, and wald nocht giff fa mikle as a fecreit confent to fett vpe the 
King in Gods ftead ? The gard of King Sanl difobeyit him, commanding be his awin monthe* 
to flay the preifls of the Lord. Sa did his awin Tone, gnid Jonathan, and wald nocht bring in 
Danid, bot conforted him, and fet him on his iorney. The Medwyffes; King Pharo; Iiiada and 
the haill efteates of Joda; blndie Athalia; Lobna, a citie of the Lenhes preifts ; the apoftat King 
Amazia ; and innumerable ma in holie Scripture, whafe doings, neuertheles, the Spreit of God com- 
mends, and as dew obedience to God and thair fuperiors, hes left tham inregiftrat in his Holie Bnik 
to be followit. 

In graiteft hnmilitie and dewtifnll renerence of that maift lawfoll authorise giffen be God to 
KingB and Magiftrats, and yit in enrage and banldnes of fpreit, for the glorie of my God and li- 
bertie of the Kingdome of Chryft, defaced alas ! and brought vnder vyll flaoerie be the pernitins 
flatterers of princes, wha deifeing tham in thair conceattes, makes tham to tak vnto tham abfolot 
powar to do what tbey lift, and trampe the Kirk of Chryft vnder futt, — I will tak this propofition 
to defend againft the beft and maift lernit of thair courteours, court bifchopes and minifters, pro* 
nyding they difpnt be Scripture and gnid reafone, and nocht be the Blaknes, Spey Tour, Gibetand 
Maden, That to obey the King of Scotland, as be cranes prefentlie obedience according to his laft 
acts of parliament, is treafone againft Chryft, and difobedience, yea rebellion to his Word and Com* 
mand ; and therfor whafoener may ftay and withftand him be refufall of obedience or Tther wayes 
be ordinar and lawfoll meanes of thair calling, and does nocht, is a treator to his Maieftie, Countrey 
and Kirk of Chryft within the faming. And left yie, my brethring, or anie Tther fould tak this my 
plean fchawing of the treuthe in an euill part, the Lord God of keavin is witnes to my confeience 
that I mein na contempe or difdean to his Graces ather perfone or lawfull authoritie, nather does 
this proceide of anie euill will or defyre of revenge for anie wrong done to ws ; bot the Lord 
knawes, befor whom we walk, that the iiches and fobbes of our dolorus and maift affectioned harts 
toward his weiil and amendiment, is with teares powred out daylie for that effect ; and whom I 
knaw afiuredEe that all the godlie in Scotland and Eingland wald obey, lone and renerence aboue 
all fleche as thair awin naturall and born Prince, giff leaving thir godles Counfallors and courfet 
he wald rewll in the feir of God, and eftablis the kingdome of Jefus Chryft according to his Word* 
Therfor alas ! my breithring, yie haiff vnder the name of obedience defylit yourfelff with thefe 
crymes that Samuel convicted King Saull of, for nocht obeying the Word of the Lord. And the 
examples of Gods fervantes in thair feir of his grait Maieftie and conftancie in ftanding in his 
treuthe and obedience ftoutlie, nochtwithftanding danger of lyff, yea terrible torments, may be 
feirfull iudges fett befor your confeience to condemne yow, except yie repent. Peter and Jhune 
ar bathe be word and exemple crying vnto yow, That it had bein better to obey God nor man. 

But me thinks I heir fum of* yow lamenting and faying, It was weaknes and feiblenes of this 
freall nature that maid yow do this thing. Trewlie, my brethring, weaknes and infirmifie is natu- 
rall to fleche, and hes oftentymes maid the chQdring of God to flyde and fall, for fa did Danid m 
adulterie and nmrdonr, Peter in the threimuld denyallof his Maifter, and the nealns Origin of whafe 
fall I Q*k befor. Wharfor in that ceas onlie the remeadw bcontment without delay is to be fought; 
for it is inaulie, and of weaknes to fall, bot to ly ftill and fleipe in fine without remorfe or araendi- 
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ment» it is the rod of reprobation. It is a thing maift feirroll to deny Chryft, bat far mair nocbt 
to confes him conftantlie agean vnto the deathe. It is a horrible mater fa to fklander the Kirk of 
God, bot far mair to conttnow therin, and nocht to repear and remove the fam. And therfor I ex- 
hort yow, deir brethring, maift erneftlie and tenderlie in the bowels of the Lord Jefus, and admonife 
yow, befor God, his Angelica and haill Kirk, that yie pres with fpeidie repentance till amend this 
miferable mis, and repear fa mikle as can ly in yow this bealfull brak. That yie meditat and cry 
with Dauid, that is, with the oontrit fprit and broken hart of Danid in that 51 Pfalme ; yie go 
afyde with Piter ! Tie lamentable ! cry ont and inrey againft yonrfelnes with Origine, and mak the 
ftreamea of your bitter teares delet and waihe away that fubfcription, and the wound of yonr fichca 
and focmd of yonr fobbes, blaw abrod yonr repentance for that denyall of Chryft, and therefter 
conftantlie confes him with Piter vnto the deathe ; and that fpedelie befor he cam in indgment, and 
deny yow befor his heavinlie father. And finalie, in conclofion, to aemoue bathe the pablict fklan* 
der and wa prononcit againft fie wharby it comes. I fie nocht whow it can be don rtherwayes, 
then giff yie com bauldlie to the King and Lords of Chacker again, and fchaw tham whow yie haiff 
fallin throw weaknes, bot be God his powar ar riffin againe ; and thair, be pablict not and witnes 
takin, fine yonrfelnes from that fubfcription, and will the fam to be deleit, renuncing and detefting 
it planlie, and therefter pablictlie in yoar fermonds and be yonr declaration and retractation in wryt 
prefented to the haill Kirk, and fathfull manifeft the fam. Let tham do with ftipend, benefice, and 
lyff itfelff what they lift, yie will ftik be Chryft, wha knawes what ye haiff neid of, and will pro- 
uyde for yow fofficientlie, yie ferving him in this lyff, and bring yow heirefter to his glorie in the 
lyff enerlafting. The quhilk that yie may do, and therefter conftantlie ftand mto the end, I fall 
erneftlie call to God for yow, to affift yow with his ftrong and almightie fprit for the glorie of his 
awin name, the reparation of the grait offence and (klander of his Kirk, and yoar ioyfall recearing 
again in the number of Chryfts wariooree and citiciners of his Kingdome, and Capteanes of his 
armie, with whome fechting lawfullie in foffiing heir, with him we falbe crownit with immortall 
glorie in the hearines whar he leives and ringes with his father for euer. 

This Letter, with the conclufions and arguments befor mentioned fend 
hame, and going abrod, did mikle confort the conftant, and crab the enemie. 
Twa of our ftudents in Theologie for copeing therof, and fending to breithring, 
war fean to flie, and com to me to Bervik, Mr James Robertfone, a verie 
guid brother, now minifter of Dondie, and Mr Jhone Caldcleuche, whom I re- 
ceavit gladlie, and wha efter certean moneths abyding with me at Bervik, we 
pall fouthe togidder to Londone. Alfo an Wilyeam Erde, an extraordinar 
witnes fteired vpe be God ; wha being a mafone of his craft till he was paft 
twentie yeirs and maried, lernit firft of his wyff to reid Einglis, and taken 
with delyt of letters he himfelff ftudeit the Latin, Greik, but fpecialie the 
Hebrew langage, fa that he haid his Byble als hamlie to him in Hebrew as 
anie vther langage : The quhilk being knawin to the Kirk, and the giftes he 
haid befyde, bathe of knawlage and vtterence of diuinitie, he was maid to 
leaue his handie craft and tak him heallie till attend vpon the Collage and ex- 
erceis, whar he profited fa that within few yeirs that he was callit and placed 

T 
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in the Minifterie at the Kirk of St Cuthberts, vnder the Caftell wall of Edin- 
bruche, and is now a notable man for vprightnes and grait lerning and reid- 
ding. This brother for iuft feir cam away alfo, and abaid with me a fpace in 
Bervik. The caufe of his feir was the apprehending of his fellow laborer, a 
graue and godlie brother, Mr Nicol Dalglai£he, keiping of him in clos preflbne 
and putting him till ane eflaife, of erneft and deliberat purpofe to haiff execut 
him as a trator, onlie for the fight of a certean letter com from Mr Walter 
Balcanquall to his wyff, bot the faife wald nocht fyll him, wherat the Court 
was verie crabbit That worthie brother, and now ancient father in the Kirk, 
was verie euill handlit, and ftude wonderfull conftant. 

That fam wintar to thir hard newes from our awin countrey be northe, 
cam vnto ws far harder newes from fouthe out of Londone, of the departour 
of Mr James Lawfone ther ; wha for giftes and eftimation was cheiflF amangs 
the minifterie : For, efter my vncle Mr Andro, with the laid Mr James and 
certean vther of the breithring, haid in the monethe of July vifited the Vni- 
uerfities of Oxford and Cambridge, and conferrit with the moft godlie and 
lernit ther, retournit againe till Londone, partlie throw his trauell and alter- 
ation of the eare, bot chieflie for the cauffes twitched befor of the behauiour of 
fome of his awin flock, wha haid fubfcryvit a Letter 4 calling tham wolffes and 
hyrlings, Mr James, being a melancholian of conftitution, falls in a heavie 
difeafe quhilk refolued in a melancolius dyfenterie, quhilk be na meanes of me- 
decin (whowbeit he haid ther a number of maift lerned and godlie) could be 
cured, bot efter dyvers monethes feiknes he died, fpeiking till his vtter houre 
maift holilie to Gods glorie, and confortablie till all the heirars ; bot his deathe, 
and fpeitches, quhilk were manie and notable, I leaue to tham wha war pre- 
fent. Bot verelie this was a grait los, and difharting amangs ws, and haid 
yndone diuers of ws, giff God by his word and fpreit of confolation haid nocht 
vphaldin ws. His wyff (whom for hir rare and maift fweit giftes of knawlage, 
deuotion, tender and maift zealus loue towards God, his fervants and all that 
loued the Lord Jefus Chryft, I can nocht of dewtie and confcience bot mak 
mention of, for a happie memorie to the pofteritie,) was in readines to go to 
him, and cam to Bervik euen about the tyme of tha dolorus newes, wharof 
fhe knew na thing till fhe was by a convoy brought bak again to that maift 
godlie and confortable hous to all the fervands of God, Huttonhall. Bot, as 
euer perfone in that efteat, fche kythed the fruicts of trew Chriftianitie, nocht 

* The copie of this Letter is amangs my fcoraUes. 
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onlie at that tyme, bot all the dayes of hir lyff to hir death, Ieiving a& a trew 
weidow and relict of fie a houfband, in fading, prayer, meditation and exerceife 
of the . warks of mercie and loiie, inftructing the ignorant, fweitlie admonifing 
the ofiendars, conforting the afflicted, vifiting the feik and difeafed in body or 
pynd, and pfcrfeuering in prayer with tham vnto the end : fa that hir refrefh- 
iogB.and paftyme was to tak peanes in thefe exerceifes. Thus fche leived in 
Edinbruche fevin or aucht yeir efter our retourn, a remarkable mirroure of 
gtfdlie weidowheid, and died with als grait mean and miffing of the godlie in 
$11 (fegries, namlie the pure, as anie woman that euer I knew. Sehe was my 
ipeciall acquentance and confort in Chryft from the deathe of hir houfband 
to hir lyves end, 

. My wyff was at the lam tyme grait with ehyld Heir hir birthe, and heiring 
of Mr James deathe, wha by the comoun and publict refpect was to hir in af- 
fection a father, brought vpe daylie in his hous and companie with his wyff, 
fche doolit and burfted fa, I being in Newcaftell with the Lords, that they 
war all in grait fear iche foidd haiff parted with her birthe. Amangs whom a 
godlie fuddart, named Francis Goodwin, conforting hir, fayes, " Tak heid 
what yow do, Miftres* Meluin, that yow becoxn nocht an vnnaturall murderar 
of that quhilk is in your bellie, quhilk by appeirance is a man chyld ; and 
ydw knaw nocht if God may mak him to fupplie a place in his churche againe." 
Within a monethe therefter fche was lichtar of a man chyld indeid, whom, be 
imitation of Joiephe, I callit Ephraim, becaufe God haid maid me fruictfall 
ib a ftrange land ; praying God of his grace,, nocht regarding my linnes and 
vnthankfulnes, to mak anie mean inftrument in his Kirk. I can nocht ex* 
pjres the cair, kyndnes, and tender affection quhilk God kindlit in the harts of 
that peiple towards me in behalff of my wyff and chyld : For certean I am, if 
all hir frinds and myn in Scotland haid hein about hir, it was nocht in thair 
powar to haiff vfed hir fa cairfullie, lowinglie, tenderlie, and diligatlie ; and: 
ftlinlie, I war maift ingfat if I fould forget my guid, godlie, and maift courj 
tens Lady, my Lady Wedringhton, wha wated on mak cairfullie then the 
maidwyff, and receavit him from the wombe in hir awin fkirt, and finding him: 
nocht liulie, maid haft to the fyre, and thrufting in her curfhar, brunt it, and; 
helde to his naifthrilled, wherby he quicned and kythed fignes of lyff. This: 
I fa particularlie iett down, partlie till extoll the cair and prouidence of God 
towards me, and partlie to moue the chyld to fett. hiinfelff to the khawlage 
and fer vice of that God wha thus brought him from the wombe. He was born : 
the 16 day tof Januar, in the yeir 1584u ■-•■• 
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"About the rniddes of Februar, efter a grait humiliation and ft ft for all thir 
caiifles, and confort of the holie communion keipit at Newcaftell, Hie noble 
men, partlie becaufe they perceauit that thair lying neir the Border indangerit 
thair frinds, and partlie at the defyre of hir Maieftie, paft fouthe, and efter 
they haid remanit about a monethe in Northwitche, they cam to Londone ; 
and. I returning to Bervik, as my calling requyrit, preparit my wyff and com* 
panie, and followed to Londone be water. 

My guid Lady Wedringtoun wald neids detein my young fone> and haiff 
him in plege till my retourning, wha lykwayes, with our vther maift cairfull 
and lowing frinds in Chryft, maid guid provifion for our voyage* Mr Walter 
Balcanquall cam down from Londone, and fending for his Wyff, went in com* 
pany with ws. We war in nomber about twoll perfones paffingers ifcbarkit 
about the beginning of Merche, bot be contrarie windes, with grait fafcherie 
and feiknes, war put in in Tinmouthe, whar we ley fax dayes, and again 
lainching furthe vpon the fourt day we arryvit at Londone, whar meitting 
with my Vncle and his companie, we war nocht a lytle conforted. 

1585. — A lytle efter the noble men cam to Londone, and I entered againe to 
my a win charge, mikle helped and incuragit be my Vncle, whom the noble men 
drew to tham, and maid him thair domeftic. Our tentationes then war verie 
grait, for be Ambaflatour efter Ambaflatour fend to hir Maieftie, firft we War" 
callit a grait ftope bak from our frinds, quhilk maid tham and ws bathe to 
tyne hart and almaift difpear ; bot fyne it was erneftlie futed that we fould 
be put out of Eingland, and manie promifes maid for that effect Sa that in- 
deid we luiked for na thing bot to be put from Eingland as Scotland; bot the 
Lord our God haid heirin a guid wafk in drawing ws neirar and neirar vn» 
to him, and making ws knaw that he was to wourk that wark himfelff for his* 
awin glorie. And therfor, firft in the fimmer he fend a Peft, quhilk paft throw 
the principall Townes, and raget till almaift vtter vaftation in the Townes ot 
Edinbruche, St. Andros, St Jhonftoun, and Dondie, in fie fort that the comouu 
darner of the peiple was againft the Court With this lie vtragius tyrannic 
was vfit be Arran and his licentius, proude, impudent Lady, that all efteatea 
miilykit and weiried at the fern. Thus God prepared the peiple at hame that 
fimmer; and at the herveft, togidder with the raging peftilence increffing; 
mair and mair, namlie in Edinbruche, the Lord fend fie tempeft of wather 
aad rean, that all began to cry, the Lords hand wald nocht ftey vnto the tyne 
the minifters of God and noble men war brought hame againe, TJie quhiUt 
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when our frinds perceavit, they maid ws aduertifirient, hot the difficultatie 
was in purchaffing of licence, quhilk our vnfrinds, confederates with Arran, 
wald nocht fuffer to be granted, till God prouydit nn lyk maner a motiue for 
that, to wit, the flauchtar of the Lord Ruflell, Warden, at axlay of TYewes, 
vpon the Bordour. The quhilk, for all excufes could be maid, crabit fa the 
Quein that fehe licenced our noble men ioyned with the Hamiltones to return 
to thair frinds in Scotland. And la efter a verie erneft exerceife of humilia* 
tion, keipit be our haill companie at Weftminfter, wharin manie teares war 
powred out befor the Lord, and the hartes of all weill prepared, about the be- 
• ginning of October, the Erles of Angus and Mar, with the Maiftir of Glameg, 
and thair Companies, paft from Londone, and with thame my Vncle Mr An* 
dro, Mr Patrik Galloway, and Mr Walter Balcanquall, wha coming to the 
Bordour, the Lord Hamilton and thole that war at Bervik cam to thara ; 
and as they enterit in the countrey, ther reforted vnto tham without deley the 
haill Bordours $ft and waft, conducted by thair Lords of Hume, Boduell, and 
Maxuell, and merching fordwart with diligence cam to St Ninians Kirk, a 
myll from Sterling vpon the firft day of Nouember, and ther camped to the 
number of ten thowfand horfmen. In this mean tyme, proclamationes with* 
all diligence -was fend athort the countrey, and double this number war con* 
veinit within the town of Stirling, but nocht halff fa refolut and weill hartet 
to fcght in the quarrell as our melt war* Sa, to be fchort, on the morn foone 
be brak of day they vnbefett the town, and with grait quietnes and vnrefifU 
able courage miniftred be God, fcaled and dam ower the walles. A lytle re- 
finance was maid be Captean James and Coronell Stewart be the fpace of twa 
houret, bot ieing the courage of the vther they fchrank bak, and reteiring, 
gaiff libertie to all to rater and win the town* Captean James haiffing in hit 
poutche* the key of the brig, fled away that gett incontinent ; . the reft, the. 
Montrofe, Crafurd, Glencarn, Aroll, and Colonell Steward reteired to the Cat 
tell, Whar the King was ; but our folks perilling hatlie, cam all to the Caftell 
hill, and dos vnder fbrelhout of the blokhous planted thair ftanddars and 
campe. 

The King perceaving that he was nocht able to keipe the caftell, and knaw* 
ing that the peiples affection was towards thefe noble men and minifters, re* 
fcliied to Parliament, and fend furthe vnto our Lords the Secretar and Juftice 
Clark, requyring of tham, firft, That his lyff, honour, and efteat might be pre- 
fisruit : Secondlie, That the liues of Montrofe, Crafurd, and Coronell Steward 
feukl be ipari t : Thridlie, That all maters fould be transacted peacablie. And 
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vjpon thefe conditioned offerit himfelff to be governed be thair advys and coun; 
fall in tyme coming. 

The noble men anfwered to the Kings meflangers, That for the firft, the 
God of HeavuLknew that they haid neuer ariie yther intention then to pre- 
ferue his Maiefties perfone, efteat, and dignitie ; and to delyver his Maieftie 
from the handes of fie, wha vnder pretext of his name and authoritie, had la 
creuallie oppreft the Kirk and Comonn weill, and haid exponed to danger 
bathe his Maiefties lyff and croun : That haiffing the feir of God befor thair 
eis, they war com to do his Maieftie all dewtie and fervice, and to fchaw tham- 
felnes fathfull and obedient fubiects, as they baid done of befor ;. expofing • 
thAmfelues to the. violence of fie as befor tyme faugh t with his mother againft 
him with difpleyed barter, to depryue him of his efteat and honour, wha nocht~ 
withftanding haid bein of leat, at leaft thair fuccefibiirs in that caufe, admitted 
to the handling of aU his effeares. • 

As to the fecond, feing the perfones befor nqmed, whafe Hues war defyrit 
to be fpaiit, haid troublet the haill countrey, and bein inftrnments of fie con- 
fufion as the lyk haid nocht bein hard nor fein in Scotland, they co^ld do na 
# les for his Maiefties honour, and affection they bure to thair countrey, then; 
feik the meanes wharby they might be put in the hands of Juftiee, to be vied; 
as they haid demerit. 

As to the thride, they thamfclues declarit Xo the King, that they maid humble 
Application to his Hienes, that he himfelff fould tak ordour and; fie all things* 
to pas, and be wrought paciblie in an opportune and convenient tyme to the 
grait contentment of all his guid fubiects ; and for that effect promifed all ayde 
and affiftance : protefting that they approched nocht to his Maieftie in armes^ 
and with fie companies, bot be conftraint for faueing of thair lyues and lei vings 
from the tyrannie of fie as fought thair rume and wtter wrak* 

The Kings Meflingers being departed, the noble men fend in lyk raaner 
vnto the King, requyring of his Maieftie thrie things : 

Firft, that the' King fould giff his content to reform the corruptionnes and 
abbufies that war crouppen within the Kirk and Comonn weill, be the euill 
government of tham wha haid abbufit his authoritie ; and therfor he wald al- 
low as lawfull and guid fervice thair proceidings in feiking the faid reformat 
tion, and for that caufe that his Maieftie wald fubferyve the fchort declaration, 
quhilk they haid formed of thair caufe ; and that for thair graitter afiurance, : 
that the ftrainthes and Caftells quhilk the troublers of the efteat haid in thair . 
handea fould be ,delyuered vnto tham, to be keipit be fie as the Efteattes of the . 
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Realme thought meit — Secondlie, that the faid troublers of the Efteat fould 
be giffen in thair keiping, to be prefented to Juftice; and — Laft, that the 
Kings Gard might be changit, and an vther chofin of fathfull, modeft and fobre 
men,, vnder fie a Captean and Commander as the noble men fould nam. 

All thefe things war granted. The Lord Hamilton maid Captean of Dum- 
bartan ; the Lard of Cowdounknowes of Edinbruche, and Stirling reftored to 
the Erie of Mar ; and the Maifter of Glames maid Captean of the Garde. In 
end a parliament was proclamed to be haldin at Linlithgow the tent of De- 
cember following for reftoring again of noble men, minifters and all. 

The King receavit all the noble men in fawour, and granted tham what 
they wald afk for ther particular. Bot concerning the maters of the Kirk, 
that twitched his honour fa, that he wald nocht be controlled therin, nor grant 
to na thing bot efter his pleafour, and fa tuk vpe a heiche humor againft all 
the guid breithring, partlie becaufe he perceavit that the noble men war nocht 
verie erneft in tha maters, getting their awin turnes done, as indeid, (except 
the guid Erie of Angus, to \Vhafe hart it was a continowall grieff that he could 
nocht get concurrence), ther was lytle or {mail cear amangs tham therof, for all 
the wowes and fair promifes maid to God and his fervants, the quhilk the 
Lord in mercie mak them to tak till hart in tyme and repent, befor the laft 
come, quhilk can nocht, in his iuft iudgment, bot be mair feirfull nor the firft ; 
partlie becauie lie eftimed the Kirk to be the cheiff caufe of his controlment in 
his proceedings firft and laft, the difcipline wharof he could na wayes lyk, ex 
metu Herodiano et Jeroboamino. 

About the .end of Noiiember, warning was maid according to the ordour of 
the Kirk be the laft Moderator, athort the Countrey to the breithring, to con- 
vein in Generall Aflemblie, conform to cuftome befor the Parliament at Dum~ 
fermling, na vther meit town being frie of the Peft. The breithring frequentlie 
furthe of all partes reforting thither, the portes of the town war clofit vpon 
tham be the Proved for the tyme, the Lard of Pitfirren, alleaging he haid the 
Kings expres command fa to do. Therfor the breithring, comending that 
wrang to God the righteus iudge, convenit fa monie as might in the fields, 
and conforting themfelues mutualie in God, apointed to meit in Linlithgow a 
certean dayes befor the Parliament Bot God within few yeirs peyit that 
Lard and Pro veil his hyre for that piece of fervice, when for the halding out 
of his lervantes from keiping his aflemblie in that town, he maid his awin hous 
to spew him out. For a day in the morning he was fund fallen out of a win- 
dow of his awin hous of Pitfirren, thrie or four hous hight, wither be a me- 
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lancolius difpear calling himfelff, or be the violence of vnkynd ghefts ludgit 
within, God knawes, for being taken vpe his fpeitche was nocht fa fenfible as 
to declar it, bot within few hours efter deit. . 

The newes of the taking of Stirling was at the Court of Eingland and in 
Londone within aught and fourtie houres ; for it being done on Tyfday in the 
morning, on the Furifday therefter Mr Robert Bowes tauld ws, and on the 
Fredday it was comoun in the mouthes of all Londone. At the quhilk we 
graithimlie reioyfing in the foueran guidnes and mercie of our God, and re- 
lbrting togidder to fteir ws vpe mutualie to tbankfulnes ; la with all conve- 
nient diligence we maid for the iorney* hame ower, in the quhilk as in going, 
la in returning we fund the bountifull and gratius hand of our God with ws> 
la that we haid occalion diuers tymes to ling vnto the praife of our God that 
126 Pfalme, with manie ma, but namlie at our coming to Anwik on the fe- 
cond Sabathe of our iorney. Ther we refted, and war called to dinner be S 1 
Jhone Foftar, Lord Warden, wha, at mides of dinner, began bathe to glorifie 
God in recompting what he haid wrought already, and to prophefie concern* 
ing the ftay of foull wather and of the peftilence, whowfone all the minifters 
of God war brought ham againe, as indeid it was marked and found within a 
monethe, that we war eftonifhed to heir the mouthe of a wardlie ciuill man 
la opened to fpeak out the wounderfull warkes and prafes of God, wrought 
for ws. We war in companie a nine or ten horfes, and fand him the gratius 
God of the land in retourning, as we fund him of the fies in our paflage 
lbuthwart. 

Coming in Scotland, I left my wyff, weirie of la lang a iorney, to reft at 
Hutonhall, in companie with the relict of Mr James Lawfone, guid, fweit and 
godlie Janet Guthrie, and with Mr Robert Durie tuk iorney to Linlithgow 
to the parliament, fwalleing vpe be hope, inquenchable ioy of reformation of 
all things amis, and grait welcoming with manie guid morrowes. But as at 
our going out of the countrey, we knew nor law na thing that might reafe ws 
in anie grait hope of prouifion or confort, and yit by the guid prouidence of 
our God, we fand far beyond expectation, fa be the contrar, at our retourning, 
loking for all guid and confortable, we fund na thing les. 

For firft, ryding from Hadington to Smeton, repoling on our gyde, we went 
fordwart, whowbeit vnder night far, bot when we war in graitteft danger of 
coll pittes and links, the darknes was la grait, that our gyd knew nocht whar 

• My indimduus comes fen fyne, and maift fare and fadifull brother and frind, Mr Robert Duiy, 
was with mo, wha haid a monethe or twa of befor com from the Rotchcll to London to ws. * 
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he was, nor whow to gyde, la that iff God haid hocht gydet ws, we haid bein 
lyk Thales, wha compaled the erthe, and died in a draw well at his awin dur. 
When we haid fpent a guid part of the night, at laft ane of our hors rallied on 
hfe nes vpon a geuill of a hous, bot wither it was hous, or flak, or heuche, 
we knew nocht, nather faw hors or man, na nocbt our awin fingar end, till 
ane lightand down grapes ellanges, and finds a dur, and chapping we gat 
fuffi folks that tauld ws we war in Trenent, £ra the quhilk conducing a gyde, 
with a lantern knit to his hors teall to fchaw ws the way, with grait fafcherie 
throw the Coll Hors Gett we cam to Smeton. Oil the morn we maid hail, and 
coming to Leftarik, diliuned, and about alleavin hours cam ryding in at the 
Water Gett trf the Abbay, vpe throw the Canow Gett, and red in at the Ne- 
ther bow, throw the grait ftreit of Edinbruche to the Wail Port, in all the 
quhilk way we faw nocht thrie perfones, fa that I mifkend Edinbruche, and al- 
mofl forgot that euer I haid fein fie a town. About evein we cam to Lith- 
gow, to a nomber of heauie and greived breither, and a miferable vyll pre- 
lone, the lyk wharof I was neuer in all my dayes. 

The occafion of the breithrings greiff was, that they war out of hope to gett 
anie thing vndone at that Parliament, quhilk was done at the Parliament of 
the 1584 ; and that becaufe the King haid fett himfelff difpytfullie againft the 
Kirk, and thefe in fpeciall wha haid bein with the Lords, namlie my vncle 
Mr Andro, wha haid bein verie quik and plean with the King diuers dayes. 
And as for the noble men, they requyred that, firft, they might be fattelit in 
thair roumes, and fyne wald do aneuche ; bot it was tauld them, that that 
wald bathe weaken and fcham tham and thair caufe with God and man. Yit 
in effect the guid breithring war left and deferted be tham, and behoued to 
bear thair reprotches that wald do na thing for Chryft. But by this, a hea- 
vier caufe of greiff was giffen be a bitter invention that Mr Crag maid againft 
ws befor the King and haill Lords of Parliament, fteired vpe, as he aUeadgit, 
be a lermont that James Gipfone haid maid, in the pulpit of Edinbruche, 
againft the fubferyving minifters, of whom Mr Crag was the cheiff, fa that 
ther was the feid of a feirfull fchifine, giff God, be the meanes of patient and 
wyfe breithring, haid nocht born down the faming at the nixt Afiemblie. To- 
gidder with this, the thrang of the town was fa grait, that we haid na con- 
fort of meat, drink, or ludging, bot fa euill and miferable, and therwith fa ex- 
tream deir, that we war rather brought from wealthe, eafe and libertie, and 
caft in a' wretched foull preffone, nor from exyll till our natiue countrey. 
Yit the confidence of our caufe and fervice of Chryft vpheld ws, and maid wq 

u 
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to keipe togidder, in a deceyit hous, that nather helde out wind nor weit, with 
confort furnefit be the mightie confortar, the fpace of ten dayes or fyftein, till 
the Parliament endit ; efter the quhilk alfo I was conftreanit to tarie vther 
ten, partlie to gett our Letters of Reftitution exped, and partlie for my hors, 
whom, for want of ftabling, the firft night I foundert in bathe the twa former 
feit, to my grait los. 

Efter diuers hatt, rouche, and maift fcharpe reafonings, haid betwix the 
King and my vncle Mr Andro, in end the King defyrit ws to giff in in wrait 
what we haid to lay againft his Actes of Parliament maid in anno 1584. 
Vpon the quhilk we formed and gaiff in to his Maieftie thir Animaduerfiones 
following : 

Animaduerfions of offences concerned vpon the Actes of Parliament maid in ike yeir 

1584, in the monethe of May, prefented be the Commi/Jioners of the Kirk to the 

Kings Maieftie at the Parliament of Linlithgow in December, 1585. 

In the Firft Act it is thought a grait impearing of the libertie of the trew Kirk, in fa far as na 
thing therby is granted to the fam, bot the libertie of preatehing and miniftration of facraments, 
feing the powar of binding and lowfing, quhilk is called the powar of the Keyes of the kingdom 
of heavin, confiftes nocht onlie in thefe poincts, bot alfo in iudgment, iurifdiciion, and remouing of 
offences out of the Kirk of God, and excommunication to be pronunced againft the difobedient be 
tham that ar office bearers within the fam : And fa the haill difcipline is left out. And this act 
reftrictes the libertie granted be rther Actes of Parliament of befor concerning difcipline and cor* 
rection of maners, quhilk war eftablifled be a law in the firft yeir of your Maiefties reing. Our 
warrands of the Word of God for this part of the libertie of the Kirk, we ar to bring farthe when 
your Maieftie pleafes. 

As concerning the Second Act, the narration therof apeires to be flrianders againft fum of the 
minifterie, quhilk we wald wis to be reformed, or wther wayes conceaued, except the treuthe ther- 
of war verefied. And, as to the fubftance of the act itfelff, it attributes mto your Maieftie a foue* 
rane powar of iudgment, nocht onlie vpon the perfones of all your fubiects, but alfo in all maters, 
wherin they, or anie of them ialbe apprehendit, fummoned, or chargit, &c« Quhilk appeirs to be 
verie ftrange, the lyk wharof we heir nocht to haiff bein practifed in anie chriftian comounwelthe, 
and can nocht ftand with the Word of God. For, although the perfones of men ar fubiect to yonr 
Maieftie and ciuill iudges, when they offend againft your lawes, yit in maters mere ecclefiafticaU, 
and concerning confidence, na chriftian prince can iuftlie dame, nor euer clamit, to himfelff fie 
powar to iudge, feing the prince in that behalff is bot a member of the Kirk, and Jefus Chryfl on- 
lie the Head, wha onlie hes powar to giff lawes in maters of confcience* And fa faid the godlie 
Ambrofe, " Imperator bonus intra ecclefiam non fupra ecclefiam eft." And to confound the Jurif- 
dictiones ciuil) and ecclefiafticall is that thing wherin all men of guid iudgment haiff iuftlie fond 
fault with the Fape of Rome, wha clamed to himfelff the powar of bothe the fwords, quhilk is ale 
grait a fault to a ciuill magiftrat till acclam or vfurpe, and fpecialie to iudge ypon the doctrine, er- 
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rours, and berefies, he nocbt being placed in ecclefiafticall function to interpret the Scriptures. 
The warrands heirof out of the Word of God we ar lykwayes readie to bring fnrthe. 

Anent the Thrid Act, it appeires to be obfcure, bot yit the effect tberof to tend to this, That 
nane defyre alteration of the form or cuftome of the convening of the Efteats in Parliament as fnm 
hes fonght the (am to be innovat. Sir, we vnderftand that the ancient libertie of the faid Thrie Ef- 
* testes is lovable and ancient ; bot lykwayes it is of treuth that amangs vther corraptionnes that war 
in tym of papiftrie, the ecclefiafticall efteat was corrupted, and apointed to be of fie perfones wha 
haid na lawfull function in the Kirk of God, and fpecialie aught nocht to haiff place, religion being 
reformed within this realme ; we mein of Bifchopes, Abbots, and fie lyk Poptthe Prelacies, in con* 
Adoration that be Actes of Parliament maid of befor, all authorise and iurifdiction of the Pape of 
Rome, and of Tthers flowing from him, nocht aggrieable to the Word of God, is abolished within 
this realme. Therfor, we think in our confeience, and haiff oft futed it of your Maieftie, that nane 
mould vot in Parliament in nam of the efteat of the Kirk bot they that haiff thair calling of God, 
and ar conftitut in ecclefiaiticall office and function according to his Word, and therfor difcreit 
Commiffionars, of the maift lernit bathe in the law of God and of the countrey, being of the func- 
tion of the minifterie or eldars of the Kirk to reprefent that efteat, at whafe mouthe the law aught 
to be requyrit, namlie in ecclifiafticall maters ; and it is nocht the graft rents or promotion to grait 
benefices, nor yit the dignitie of kinred or blood, that caries with it all knawlage or Judgment, bot 
Tther men, wha ar coumpted of inferiour rank to the iudgment of the warld, may preveall therm. And 
tber is na inconvenient, that Commiffionars may be fend fra the Kirk reprefenting the thrid efteat, 
alfweill as from the burrowes, to haiff vott in parliament. Therfor we humblie defyre your Ma- 
ieftie to declar the faid act, and deny nocht vnto wa that libertie that Gods Word and the lawes of 
the countrey maid of befor, and aequitie and reafibne in this behalff craues. 

As concerning the Fourt Act, the tytle therof is difcharging all iurifdictiones and iudgments 
nocht approued be Parliament, and all aflemblies and con ventionnea without your Maiefties fpeciall 
Keens and commandiment. And, in the narratiue, it appeires there is a fklanderus report reafed 
vpon the Kirk and office bearers within the fam, for vfing certean iurifdictiones nocht approued be 
the lawes of the realm, and alleaging ane Act maid in the dayes of your Hienes grandfyr, that all 
the lieges audit to be rewled be the comonn lawes of the realm, and be na vther lawes. And, 
therfor, the faid act difcharges all iudgments and iurifdictiones, fpirituall or temporall, accuftomed 
to be vfed tbir xxv. yeirs bypafl, nocht approued be your Hienes and Efteata in Parliament, with 
thretningof execution vpon all perfones that vfes or obeyes the fam, as vfurpera and contemners of 
your Hienes authorise, and for convocation of your Hienes lieges. Sir, we maift humblie crane 
your Hienes mynd to be larder declared heirin, for it appeires to ws to be verie ftrange, and a 
thing that can nocht ftand with the libertie granted be Jefus Cbryft to his Kirk, and tham that 
bear function and office within the fam. And, firft, as to the Act of King James the Fourt, your 
Hienes grandfyr, we fay, that the fam -act appeires pleanlie to mein of the ciuill iurifdiction, quhilk 
he and his predeceflburs and fucceflburs may clam within this realme be thair Royall powar, and 
nocht of the ecclefiaiticall iurifdiction ; for that law was maid againft tham of the Ylles, that vfed 
the King of Denmark* lawes in ciuill maters ; and, in your grandfyrs dayes, ther was an vther ec- 
clefiafticall iurifdiction within this realme, efter the maner of Papiftrie, vfed be tham that war cal- 
led Kirkmen, vnto the days of reformation of relligion, as hes bein vfed continualie fen that tyme, 
with quhilk na fault was fund. And it is of treuthe that ther is a fpirituall iurifdiction granted to 
the Kirk of God be his Word, (quhilk makes na derogation to the iurifdiction of erthlie princes,) 
wherof the office bearers within the Kirk in this realm hes bein in peaceable poffeffion and vie 
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thir xxiiij. yeirs bypaft with the mair, wherof followed na trouble, hot grait quietnes to the Kirk 
and Comounwelthe. And ther hes bein mair trouble in the ecclefiafticall efteat within thir twa 
yeirs laft bypaft, nor ener was fen the relligion was reformed within this countrey. Allwayea we 
offer ws to prone, be guid warrands of the Word of God, that it is lawfnll to the ecclefiafticall ef- 
teat to convocat Afiemblies, and to hanld the fam, and till apoint an ordour, place, and tyme, fo* 
conveining of the fain, to treat vpon fie maters as concernes the Kirks effeares, qnhilk na wayes im- 
pears your Maiefties cinill and royal inrifdiction, hot rather fortifies and decores the (km* Nocht 
denying, in the mean tyme, bot it is lawfnll to yonr Maieftie and Efteates, when anie eitraordinar ne- 
ceffitie fall requyre, to call the members and office bearers within the Kirk in few or graitter number* 
and canfe tham be conveined to refolne vpon fie things as concernes thair efteat, and neceffitie of 
the tyme. And fordar, concerning the Generall Afiemblies of the Kirk, ther is an Act in the firft 
yeir of yonr Hienes reing, ratefeing the anthoritie therof, and decerning appellationes to be deuoluit 
therto, as to the laft indgment of maters concerning the Kirk. The fam argument we Tfe concern* 
ing rther afiemblies, alfweill particular, and of the Prefbyteries, as prorinciall, be the paritie of 
reafone and guid grounds of the Word of God, quhilk we offer ws to fchaw. Befeikand your 
Maieftie to reform, or repear and qualafie this act according therto ; for, if it fall ftand in the form 
that it is, nocht onlie conrentiones for difcipline, bot alfo for heiring of the Word, wilbe therby 
difchargit. 

Aa to the Fyft Act, we allow weill with our hartes, that all they that ar planted in the function 
of the miniftrie, if they commit anie offence worthie of depriuation, they be depryvit bathe of thair 
f unctiones and reveneus, quhilk they pofies for vfing the fam. Bot, to mak exception of perfones, 
that they quhilk haiff vott in Parliament fall nocht be controllit in that behalff, nor the lyk indgment 
execut vpon tham, we can nocht Tnderftand whow that can agrie with reafone and guid lawes, fe* 
ing we ar able to rerefie the maift part of tham in that efteat to be mair ftlanderus, and wordy to 
be deprined bathe of thair function and benefice than anie vther. And, as to the Totting in Par* 
foment, who they aucht to be that fould haiff place ther, we haiff declarit our indgment of befer. 
Therfor, this act appeires to mak exception of perfones, quhilk can nocht weill ftand be the law of 
God or man. As to the caufies of depriuation, it reqnyres alfo a conference, quhilk war ower lang 
now to put in wrait to your Maieftie. Therfor pleife your Hienes alfo till adrys better heirvpon 
and qualefie the fam. 

Now, for the Saxt Act, the dytter therof apeires to be verie cairfull that minifters fall avait 
vpon thair function and office, and fall vf e na vther function, iudgment, or office, that may abftract 
tham therfra. Giff it be fimplie meined, the act is verie guid. Bot, with your Maiefties licens, 
they ar verie far in the wrang to your Hienes that wald buding yow with all function and inrif- 
diction bathe in ciuiH and ecclefiafticall maters, being bot a perfone, and mikle les able to difcharge, 
nor a fimple minifter of a kirk to difcharge his cure. And, fordar, feing the fam acte, and vther 
actes of this Parliament, attributes inrifdiction to Bifchopes over manie kirks, and to be iudges in 
ecclefiafticall caufies alfo, they ar far mair vnmeit to difcharge themfelues therof nor a fimple mi* 
nifter that hes onlie a flok or kirk, and, peraduenture, an colleg with him in the fam. And, for- 
dar, in fa far as the ecclefiafticall efteat is an of the Thrie Efteates in Parliament, and as we ar able 
to prone the office bearers and minifters in the Kirk aught to reprefent the (aid efteat, it can nocht 
weill ftand that all indicators fould be taken from tham, feing it is the fnpream indicator in this 
realme, wherin bathe cinill and criminall caufies ar decydit ; and, therfor, to tak away this iudg- 
ment from tham that ar of the ecclefiafticall function it is verie hard, and can nocht weill ftand 
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with the libertie granted to the Kirk of ancient tyme* As to the vther cinill Judgments that may 
abftract minifters from thair cure, we think they ancht nocht to mell therwithe bot fa far as they 
ax called lawfallie by the Prince, and ar able to difcharge the fain.* 

Faffing ower the reft of the Actes, as nocht perteining to the Kirk, till we com to the thretteiat, 
in the qnhilk the firft yeir fruicts of all benefices is decernit to be takin to your Hienes vfe and your 
Gard, na pronifion being maid for the ministers that femes whar the benefice lyes ; and the firft yeirs 
fruicts war neoer crauit within prelacies befor this Act. And alfo a grait yeirlie taxation is leyed 
rpon the benefices 9 as appeires, bathe grait and fmall, befydes the thrids. Reraedie wald therfor 
be prouydh be your Maieftie whow the Kirks may be ferned fufficientlie, and the minifters nocht 
diftpointed of thair ftipends ; for the reveneus of the Kirk ar already fa diminifhed, that altho 
new impofitiones be nocht leyed therrpon, it is difficill to keipe anie ordour within the Kirk, 
quhilk mikle mair falbe impoffible if they be farder diminifhit And as to the M units portiones, it 
wald be a godlie ordinance to your Maieftie till apoint the fam, or els a gnid part tberof, for bur- 
Ares in Collages, as fam tyme it was proponit and halfflie grantit. 

Sa, paffing to the Twentie Act : The (am giffes commiffion to Patrik, called Archbifchope of St 
.Andres, and vther bifchopes, or fie as your Maieftie fall conftitut indges in eccleiiafticall caufles, 
nocht fpecifeiog of what efteat they fould be, eccleiiafticall or cinill ; and ficlyk mention is maid 
of fam Commiffionars in the fact act, to qnhilk Commiffionars powar is granted to put ordour to all 
maters and caufles eccleiiafticall, vilit the kirks and ftat of the miniftrie, reform collages, receane 
prefentationes, and they onlie giff collationnes vpon benefices, and that Commiffiones fould be extendi 
it heirvpon, under your Hienes Grait Seall, conform to that qnhilk diuerfe Commiffiones ar directe, 
with powar to Bifchopes alleanerlie in thair awin perfones, without anie afleflburs or affiftars, and, 
namlie to the Archbifchope of St Andros, within his haill diocefe, or to anie bis deputes and com- 
miffionars Tnder him ; with powar alfo to depofe minifters, qnhilk is nocht conteined in the act, 
and lykwayes to place and difplace maifters of Collages, attoure the tennour of the act. Sir, to 
fpemk onr confeiences planlie concerning this act, we fuppofe your Maieftie be of guid mynde that 
the Jam fall continow na langer nor this prefent Parliament, bot fall allutterlie be dtfebargit ; for fa 
it is conteined in the act itfehT, in the end tberof, in expres termes, wharbe we think your Maieftie 
and Efteates war of mynd it fould nocht continow when it was firft maid. 

And, indeid, giff it fould continow, manie and grait inconvenients fould of neceffitie follow to 
the Kirk of Jefos Chryft and efteat tberof. For, firft, to denolue that powar in a manes hand, al- 
tho he wer never fa wyfe, lerned, and godlie, to do all things in the Kirk at his awin pleafure and 
authentic, be bimfelff allanerlie, or his depute, takes away that libertie and guid ordour qnhilk the 
Sprit of God, be the monthe of Panll, willes to be in the Kirk, and wharof we haiff manie vther 
warrands into Gods Word ; for it aperteines to the ecclefiafticall Senat, and nocht to anie a man to 
do thole things* Nather is it a ciuill thing, and to be committed to a cinill magiftrat, or to whome 
they pleife, to govern the Hous of God, qnhilk is his Kirk, and can haiff na exemple of anie vn- 
eorrupt age or perfone. Therfor, we foppon your Maieftie will clam no fordar to the fam, nor 
yit faffer fie men to abbofe the Kirk in that fort. And, as to vther indges to be conftitut in eccle- 
iiafticall caufles be year Maieftie, nocht fpecifeing of what efteat they fould be, cinill or ecclefiaftik, 
that is indeid till vfe the powar of bathe the fwords, qnhilk all men of gnid iudgment hes damnit 
in the Pape. Sir, we ceas to mak fordar dtfconrfe vpon this act, or to declar the qualities of tham 

• • Notandam, That Mr Robert Font-penned this Animaiaenion, and wald haiff it thus in, by the iudgment of 
ny vnels SJr Aodro, myae, and vthers ; whs hsid bein ypon the Session, and is of opinion yit that aa is lawfull* 
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to whom fie commiffiones ar giffen, becanfe we fappofe your Maieftie will wiHinglie reforme and 
abrogat alluterlie that act. 

Anent the Acts nochi vaprmtocL 

Sir, We find amangs thefe Acta not imprented, the Act annulling the excommunication of Mr 
Robert Mongumeiy, wherein your Maieftie takes authorise with your Efteatea in Parliament, to 
mell with that thing qnhilk can haiff na exemple that anie prince euer mailed with fen the firft 
planting of the relligion of Jefos Chryft. To pronnnce excommunication vpon impenitent finnert, 
or to abfolue tham therfra, or to decern the faming effectually or nocht effectually can na mair per- 
tein to prince, or anie cinill magiftrat, nor to preatche the Word of God, and miniftrat Sacraments, 
for they are bathe in lyk maner committed be Chryft, our Maifter, to the trew office bearers with* 
in his Kirk, when, as he faid, Die ecclefia*, &c Tberfor, amanga all vther things, we can nocht 
meruell a lytle wha fould be fa bauld to put in your Maieftiea head till vfurpe that powar, or mell 
therwith, fejng, for the lyk met, Vzzia, the King of Juda, was fa terrible plagget, and hia haill land 
fchaken. God forgiff tham that wald fa ieoperd your Hienes without refpect of confeience, or the 
feir of God. We befeik your Maieftie to reuok this, and mell na fordar therwith, as a thing nocht 
perteinmg to your office, or anie ciuill magiftrat. 

Ther is an vther act amangs the nocht imprented concerning the payment of the miniftera fti- 
pends, of the qnhilk we canfpeak na thing, becaufe we want the copieof it; befeikand your Maief- 
tie togiffcommandiment to the Clark of Regiftar that we may haiff, and giff ourreafbnesinagainft 
it giff neid beis. 

The Supplications. 

Sir, We haiff, in the feir of God, at your Maieftiea command, as fehortnea of tyme wald fufler, 
giffen our animaduerfiones vpon the lait actes of Parliament, May 1584, befeikand your Maieftie to 
bear with our language, if in anie part it be nocht fa perfytted and courtlie as fome men wald win, 
for we tend onlie vnto the end of thefe things wherof we war in conference with your Grace, to 
open tham vpe fimpHe and planlie ; and to fpeak the treuthe in our confeience, (for it is nocht our 
dewtie to difiemble with your Grace,) when we haiff perufed and read thefe actes ower and ower 
againe, fa diligentlie as we can, we can nocht think in our iudgment whow the fam can ftand as 
they ar formed, or whow anie interpretation that can be maid tbervpone, vnles it was to contain 
contradiction, qnhilk is an vncomlie thing in making or fetting out of lawes ; for the law itfelf fayea, 
« They that may fpeak planlie in making of lawes, contracts, or anie fie thing, and fpeaka ohfeur- 
lie and ambigiuflie, fie contracts and lawes ar to be exponed againft the maker or farmer thereof, 
' quia potuerunt apertius dicere.' " Therfor fawing the honors of your Maieftie and your Efteatea, 
we think it mair comlie to place new, reformed, and plean lawes in ther roum, nor till interpret 
thefe qnhilk can nocht be Weill interpret in anie guid fence. We truft your Maieftie will tak this 
our fimple meining in a good part, and do that qnhilk is maift meit according therto. The Lord 
grant your Maieftie the fprit of trew and vpright iudgment. Amen* 

There is a thing fordar, qnhilk in maift humble maner we crane of your Maieftie, that it be pro- 
uydit be Act of Parliament, That lykas your Hienes is to reftore tham of the Nobilitie to thair ho- 
nours and leivings, fa your Maieftie will reftore the Kirk of God, and Minifterie therof, to thair for- 
mer pofleffiones, alfweill in discipline as thair leivings, roumes, and offices, fra the qnhilk they 
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difplaced be oocafion of the finds actes, or anie thing following thervpon ; and to thair ftipends alf- 
weill bygean as to cum, feing a grait part therof remeanea as yit on takin ?pe. 

Thir Animaduerfiones and Supplication, penned af hand becaufe of want 
of all commoditie, and prefented to his Maieftie be ws, the King tuk pean 
himfelff, be the fpace of four and twentie houres, to tak hiin to his Cabinet, 
and, withe his awin hand, wrot and penned his Declaration following, word 
be word: 

The Kings Declaration and interpretation of his Actes of Parliament fetfurthe. 

Nam eius est explicate, cuius eat condere. 

The Firft makes onlie mention of the pretching of the Word and Sacraments, nocht therby to 
abrogat anie gold iardar polede or iurifdiction in the Kirk, bot, allanerlie to remit a part therof to 
the actes infewing; and the maift quhilk as yit is vnaggreit ypon or concludit, I entend, God will- 
ing, to canfe to be perfyted be a godfie General Aflemblie of Bifchopes, Minifters, and vther godlie 
and lerned Imperatore prefidente. And then fall the act be maid mair ample, according to the 
conclusion aggreit rpon tham bathe in polecie and iurifdiction. 

The Second Act hes twa parts, an narrative and a charge. The narratiue hes twa partes; an, 
affirming that fnm of your rocation haid appelit fra me, as nocht being thair radge ordinar. I dout 
nocht yourfelues will na wayes deny this, fen fnm of yourfelues did it, and I dont be yitikarfe far 
from it- The vther part makes mention of the treefonable, feditius, and contamelius fpeitchee n- 
tered be fnm of yonr calling, in pulpit, againft me and my progenitors. This part lykwayes can 
nocht weill be denyit, fen it is mair nor euident that it hes bein the maid part of fum minifters ex« 
erceis thir four or fyre yeirs pail. Allwayes, whowfoone the haill minifters of Scotland fall mend 
thair matters in this poinct, the foriaid act falbe refcmdet Aa to the fecond part of the Act, it 
conteines a charge that nan, being fummoned or accufed be me, fall declyne my indgment, in ref- 
pect I am dedarit and confirmed Jadge be the Parliament oyer all perfones within this realme, in 
all canfles that they ialbe apprehendit or fammoned for ; and in the lyne end it fayes, that nan fall 
declyne my indgment in the premifles. Now, fay I, and declares, (quhilk declaration ialbe als 
authentic as the Act itfehT,) that I, for my part, fall never, nather my pofteritie, aucht euer cite, 
fumond, or apprehend, anie paftonr or preatchoor for maters of doctrine in relligion, faluation, here* 
ties, or trew interpretation of the Scripture ; bot according to my firft Act, quhilk confirmes the 
libertie of pretching the Word, miniftration of the Sacraments, I awow the fiun to be a mater mere 
ecdefiafticall, and altogidder impertinent to my calling ; therfor neuier fall I, nor neuer aucht they, 
ff mem my pofteritie, acckme anie powar or iurifdiction in the foriaids. 

The Thrid Act is fa reafenable and necef&r, that it neids na declaring nor explication, except 
onlie this, that my bifchopes, quhilk ar ane of the Thrie Efteates, fall haiff powar, als far as Gods 
Word and exemple of the primitive Kirk will permit, and nocht according to that man of fine, his 
abominable abufea and corruptionee. But I can nocht aneuche wonnder whar yie fund that rewU 
or exemple, atherin Gods Word or anie reformed Kirk, that fum minifters, be commiffion of the 
reft, aught to be an of the Efteates in Parliament. Weill, God purge your fprits from ambition and 
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vther indecent affectienes for your calling, and giff yow grace to teatche, in all humilitie andfim* 
plicitie, his Word and veritie. 

In the Fourt Act I difcbarge all iurifdictiones nocbt approaed in Parliament, and conyentionnes 
without my fpeciall licence* As to the difcbarge of inrifdictiones, my meining and declaration is, 
That they fall ceaa whill a fetled polecie and inrifdiction be eftablhTed acording to the miflbur and 
lyne of Gods Word. As to difcbarge of Aflemblies, they ar nocbt fimplie difchargit, bot onlie or- 
danit that they fonld be haldin with my fpeciall licence. And furlie, I truft, that in all reformed 
Kirks, whar the princes and magistrates war found in relligion, yie fall find that the aflemblies of 
the Kirk was nocht onlie be thair fpeciall licence, bot evin be thair calling, and tbey thamielues; 
Presidents and Moderators of tham. Yie do euill in making yourfelues to be ignorant of your 
awin act, as to think the narratiue of this act flclanderus and Tntrew. 

As to the Fyft Act, it exemes the bifchopes onlie for this caufe, for that it fpeakes onlie of de- 
priuation of bifchopes be Synodall Aflemblies, wberas they fould be depriued be General!. Ab to 
the caufles of depriuation, they falbe aggreit Tpon be the Kirk, and therefter my act accordinglie 
qualefiet. 

The hindmaift part of my declaration Tpon the Thrid Act expones, and with i Efficient reafones 
proues the Saxt Act to be Weill ; and befyd the forfitid Salt Act, I am aflurit na thing repugnant, 
but iuftlie aggreing with the Word of God. 

As to the Thretteint, my intention was euer that all benefices of cure rnder prelacies fould be 
excepted, and fa fall they be referued in the Act. As to the xx Act, it is indeid bot temporally 
and fen it is maid till indure onlie whill the Parliament, and farder during my will, it may be alf- 
weill callit bak without a parliament as with it. As indeid I mein, efter farther conference with 
fum of the miniftrie to tak a folide ordour theranents ; but in a thing yie mifconftrue it, — Wbaras, 
yie alleage that it giffes authoritie to a perfone to reforme the Kirk, quhilk is nocht, but it apoincta 
euerie bifchope to reform his awin diooefe; and the Bifchope of St Andros awin declaration 
apointes ilk bifchope a counfall of his awin diocefe, fa as in effect this act ordeanes ilk bifchope 
with his diocefe to reforme his awin dioceife* And as to the commiffionars nocht ecclefiafticall 
ioyned to tbam, they ar ioyned to giff thair advyfles, and nocht to interpone thair authoritie, as yie 
yourfelyes bes baid findrie men mere emill aififting. your Aflemblies ; and as it wilbe maift ne* 
ceflar that fum men lerned and godlie be yit fchofin out for fatteling of the polecie. 

As to the Act concerning the excommunication of the Bifchope of Glaigow, I man firft deleat 
the occafion fchortlie, and therrpon induce the anfwer and meining. Efter that he haid bein oft cited, 
fummoned, and admoniihed vnder pean of excommunication to demit hk benefice, and he, nocht* 
withflanding, ftill pofleifing the faming, depending Tpon me wha gaiff it to him. At laft*- fum of 
the minifters, fpecialie fum of the Prefbyterie about Edinbruche was called (as oft befor they (laid 
bein for the fam caufe,) before the Counfall, and defyrit to leave af that form of proceiding, whill 
it war tryed be further conference, wither bifchopes war tolerable in the Kirk of God or nocht* 
This defyre was granted and promiii t be the haill minifters prefent ; bot immediatlie therefter, he 
was excommunicat at the kirk of Libbertoun, a land wart kirk againft promife.* They being callit 
for againe, and accufed pf ther promife, they all denyit the knawlage therof ; and nocht onlie they, 
but the haill minifterie of Scotland, except that onlie man Dauidfone that pronunced the fentence, 
the haill Kirk then dilawowiiyr, and that onlie man adwowing the deid. Chryft ikying, Pic ec? 

" Fides hie penes principeip* 
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ele&e, and a onlie man ftelling that dint in a qnyet boll. Tbe Act of Parliament reduces the 
fentence for informalitie and nnlletie of proces, nocht as iadges whidder the excommunication was 
grandit on gnid and ioft canflee or nocht, but as witnes that it was informalie proceidit againft the 
warrand of Gods Word, example of all reformed Kirks, and your awin particular cnftome in this 
conntrey. And for approbation of the premifies, the forfaid bifchope falbe prodncit befor the firft 
General Aiiemblie that I fall anoint, and thervpon the crymes that war leyed to his charge, fall 
ather be peremptorilie abfolned or condemned. 

Then fchortlie till end this my declaration, I mynd nocht to cat away anie libertie granted be 
God to his Kirk : I acclame nocht to myfelff to be radge of doctrine in relligion, faluation, here- 
"fies, or trew interpretation of Scripture : I allow na Bifchopes according to the tradittones of men, 
or inuentumneeof the Pape, bot onlie according to Gods Word, nocht to tyrannife ower his breith~ 
ring, or to do anie thing of himfeHF, but with the adVys of his haill dioceife, or at leaft with the 
wyftft number of tham to feme him for a eoon&U, and to do na thing him allean, except the 
teatching of the Word, miniftration of the Sacraments, and votting in Parliament and Coun&lL 
Finalie, I fay his office is, folum ur$w**ru9 ad ritam, haiffing therfor fum prelation and dignitie 
abooe his breithring, as was in tbe primittue Kirk. My intention is nocht to difchargeanie iurifdie* 
tkm in the Kirk that is conform to Gods Word, nor to difcharge anie aflemblies bot onlie thole that 
falbe haldin by my licence and counfall. My intention is nocht to mell with excommunication ; 
nather acclame I to myfelff or my aires, powar in anie thing that is mere ecclefiafticall and nocht 
il*pff, cor with anie thing that Gods Word bes fimplie deuohut in the hands of his ecclenafti- 
call Kirk* And to conclud, I confes and acknawlage Chryft Jefus to be head and lawgifiar to the 
fam ; and whatfumeuer perfones do attribut to thamfelues as head of the Kirk, and nocht as mem- 
ber to fufpend or alter anie thing that the Word of God hes onlie remitted to tham, that man, I 
fay, conunites manifeft ydolatrie, and finnes againft the Father in nocht trufting tbe words of his 
Sone ; againft tbe Sone in nocht obeying him, and taking his place ; againft the Holy Ghoft, the 
faid halie fpteit bearing contrarie record to his confidence. 

This mikle for my declaration, promifed at our laft conference, fa far as fcbortnes of tyme could 
permit. Wharin whatfoeuer I baiff affirmed, I will offer me to prone be the Word of God, pureft 
undents and moderns neoterics, and be the exemples of the beft reformed Kirks. And whatfoeuer 
is omitted for leak of tyme, I remit firft to a convention of godlie and lerned men, and nixt till a 
Generall Aflemblie, that be tha meanes a godlie polecie being fattelit, we may imiformalie arme 
our felues againft the comoun enemie, whom Sathan els feiling the brathe of God, makes to rage 

in thir letter dayes* December 7, An. 1585. 

James Rex. 

Efter the receaving and reiding of this Declaration, the Parliament pofting 
till an end, and all men mikle weiried in a eanld wintar fa ill eafed, and find- 
ing na affiftance nor confort, bot contrar bathe in nobilitie and breithring, we 
behoued till content, and tak that might be gottin for the prefent And fa, 
-efter exhibition of this Supplication following, the inciting diflblued. 

The Commijumer of the Kirks Supplication, giffen in efter the receatt of the former Declaration. 

Sir, Let it pleafe your Hienes, we haiff fein and confidderit your Maiefties Declaration and in- 

X 
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terpretation vpon the mentioned Actes of Parliament. We prsife God, as it becometh we, fet 
your Maiefties Judgment and knawfage. NochtwitbiUnding, we wald maift bomblie crane that in 
this weghtie canfe concerning the eftablifment of a perfyt polecie and flat of government in the 
Kirk, to ftand to all ages and pofterities to com, that the mater might be mair deiplie and digeft* 
lie confidderit, be conference of the maift lerned and godlie of your Hienes realme, and giff neid 
be, with confultation of the beft reformed Kirks in yther countries : That therefter your Maief- 
tie, with adrys of your Efteats, may eftabKibe a perfyt and fettetit law in Parliament. And, in the 
mean tyme, or at left to the nhct Parliament, your Hienes will grant ws lifaertie and freidome to 
hauld our ordinarie aflemblies, and vfe fie difcipline as we war in yfe of befor thir leat Actes, for 
government of the ecclefiafticall effeares, concerning the quhilk we falbe at all tymes readie to giff 
an accompt to God, your Maieftie, and guid Counfall, if we do anie thing befyds our dewtie, or to 
perturbe the Comoun Wealthe, fa fares lyes in ws. And in this mean tyme, that your Maieftie will 
grant to reftore all Minifters, Maifters of ScboUes and Collages to thair roumes and poffeffiouesc 
And fpeciallie that our breithring, Mr Jhone Howifime and Wilyeam Watfone be delyrerit out of 
warde, and that we be nocht troublet in the mean tyme ; to fufpend and flay all execution of the 
lait maid Actes of Parliament, mentioned fa oft againft ws : And that the bifchopes vfe na thing 
bot that quhilk they war in vfe of befor the making of the forfaids Actes, and perturbe nocht die 
Kirk nor Aflemblies. 

1586 Thatt winter my vncle fpent in Glalgw, being erneftlie intreated to 

vifit that Collage* quhilk was his eldeft bern ; and I was occupied, firft, in 
tranfporting of my wyfF from the Southe to the Northe, whar hir father was 
in Montrofe. Therefter, leaving her ther, I was occupied in Edinbruche and 
vther places about the Collage effeares ; in getting the leiving and ordour 
therof reftorit and reftablifhed, quhilk the Bifchope haid altered and turned 
from Theologie to Philofophie, ab equis ad afmos ; and be contentius pley be- 
twix Mr Jhone Robertfone, an of the Maifters wha remeaned behind ws, and 
Mr Dauid Achmoutie, claming again, efter my departing, the tytle and intro- 
miffion of (Economer therof, was pitifullie rent and confoundit. 

Fra the Parliament the Peft abated, and began to be ftranglie and remark* 
ablie withdrawin be the mercifull hand of God, fa that Edinbruche was fire* 
quented again that wintar ; and at the entrie of the fpring, all the Townes al- 
moft defolat befor, repeipled, and St Andros amangs the reft ; to the quhilk 
Mr Andro and I retourned and enterit in the Collage about the middes of the 
monethe of Merche. At our entrie we war put in mynd of the Provincial 
Aflemblie, accuftomed to be keipit in the beginning of ApryU, intermitted du- 
ring the haill twa yeirs of our abfence ; and vnderftanding that I haid bein 
Moderator at the laft Synod quhilk was keipit, it ley on me to mak the doc- 
trine at the beginning of the Aflemblie following. The text and purpofe 
wharof, be my vncles advys, I chufit out of the xii. to the Rom. 8, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
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8. The Aflemblie being oouvejned in the place accuftomed verie frequentlie, 
and the bifchope placing himfelff hard befyde me that teatched, with a grait 
pontificalitie and big countenance, as he braggit he was in his awin citie, and 
haid the King his maifters fawour, he neidit to fear no man. Efter incalling 
ef the nam of God, entring on the doctrine, efter the deduction and opening 
vpe of die text, I intreated firft the groundes and poincts of the trew difci- 
pline confirming the fain be cleir warrands of Scripture ; therefter refuted the 
contrarie corraptiones, namlie of the humane and deivillifhe bifchoprik : ' 
Thridlie, was difcourfit the maner of planting and fettling with maift profitable, 
comlie, and confortable poffeffion of the right and trew difcipline within the 
Kfr k of Scotland, vntill thefe twa or thrie yeirs laft bypaft : Fourtlie, it was 
deducit and declarit throwout the haill ages of the Kirk, fen the planting 
therof be the Apoftles, whow that the prefuming and fwalling of the cheiff 
corrupt members, be auarice and ambition, haid vitiat and wrakit the efteat 
of the Kirk from tym to tyme, bringing in fectes, fchifmes, herefies, and all 
kynd of corruption bathe in doctrine and maners : And laft, coming in parti- 
cular to our awin Kirk of Scotland, I turned to the Bifchope fitting at my el- 
bow, and directing my fpeitche to him perfonalie, I recompted to him fchort- 
lie his lyff, actiones and proceidings againft the Kirk, taking the Aflemblie 
ther to witnes, and his awin confidence befor God, giff he was nocht an eui- 
dent pruiff and exemple of that doctrine, whom being a minifter of the Kirk, 
the dragon haid fa ftangit withe the poifone and venom of auarice and ambi- 
tion, that fwalling exorbitance out of miflbur, thretned the wrak and deftruc- 
tion of the haill bodie, in ceaa he war nocht tymouflie and with courage cut 
of. This particulate confirmed and cleired, exhortation was direct to the 
Aflemblie convenit ther to play the chirurgian for preferring of the body, 
namlie feing all meanes of amendiment haid bein lang fyne vfed vpon that 
maift corrupt member and monftruus : And this was done with fie powar of 
the fpreit abd force of vtterance as it pleafed God to furneis for the wark he 
haid in hand. 

. When I haid endit, the bifchope begoud with certean friuolus and forgit 
queftiones and chalenges againft me, adding thervnto thretnings that I fould 
be maid till anfwer befor his Maieftie for my doctrine offenfiue againft the King 
and Actes of his Hienes Parliament, bot fa dafhit and ftrucken with terror and 
trembling that he could fkarfe fitt, to let be ftand on his feit Bot the Aflem- 
blie, keiping diair ordour, chufit a Moderator, and therefter cenfurit my doc- 
trine, and all in a voice glorified God, and approved the farn, praying God to 
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tham grace to byde be that treuthe quhilk baid bein cleirlie and mighte* 
lie delyverit to tham out of Gods Words, and to endewour to difcharge that 
dewtie wharto they war fa movinglie exhorted. Therefter enterit in proces 
with the bifchope, wha annes getting out of the Affemblie, wald na wayes giff 
his prefence therto againe, alleaging proudlie that it aperteined to him to 
iudge it, and nocht to it to iudge him. Bot the treuthe was, he was dafhit 
in confcience, and terrified with the number of gentilmen conveined, that, 
nochtwithftanding his awin citie and his maifters fawour, he feimed to feir 
euerie man he faw. To be fchort, the Affemblie proceiding with all grauitie, 
leafor, and ordour, in end, for manie notorius crymes, troubling of the Kirk, 
and prefent malignant contumacie, pronuncit that fentence of excommunica- 
tion againft him, the weght wharof he felt the farer therefter, that vphaldin 
a whyll be the authoritie of man, he proudlie repyned againft the fam. 

A day or twa efter he penned an excommunication, and in a bifchoplie ma- 
ner fend out a boy with ane or twa of his Jakmen, and red the fam in the 
Kirk, wherby be his archiepifcopall authoritie he excommunicat Mr Andro 
Meluill, me, and a certean ma of the brethring ; quhilk was as mikle thought 
of, euen amangs the peiple, as giff he haid fylled the Kirk. 

Then with diligence he directs away to the King a heavie complent, with 
a large and fchrewdlie penned Appellation, the quhilk I anfwered at lainthe, 
as was thought maift neidfull for the tyme ; and to the quhilk, becaufe it con- 
teines a full declaration of the haill caufe and proceiding therin, with the rea- 
fones and warrandes therof, I remit the reidar. 

The Sabathe following the Bifchope wald neids tak courage, and nochtwith- 
ftanding his fufpending from pretching of auld be the Generall Affemblie, and 
now excommunication be the Synodall, yit he wald to the pulpit and preatche. 
But being com to the kirk, and the bell roung, and he readie to go to pulpit, 
an comes and telles him, (vpon what mynd I knaw nocht,) that a number of 
gentilmen, with certean citiciners, war conveined within the New Collage of 
purpofe to tak him out of the pulpit and hang him. Wharat, calling for his 
Jakmen and frinds to byde about him, he reafed a grait tumult in the kirk, 
and for feir could nocht byd in the kirk, but tuk him to the ftiple, out of the 
quhilk, be the bailyies, accompanied with all his fauorars and freinds, fkarflie 
could he be drawin to be convoyed faifflie to his awin caftell ; but being halff 
againft his will ruggit out, and halff borne and careit away, fie as was neireft 
him all the way war lyk to burft for ftink. And it was reported for veritie 
to me be manie honeft men that few it with ther eis, that a heare brak out 
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amangs the multitude in the middes of the comoun Hie Gett and ftreit, and 
ran before tham toward the caftell, and down throw the Northe Gett. This 
the vulgar callit the bifchopes witche. Vpon this he reafed and gaiff out, yea 
wrot to the King maift fals and malitius fklanders on my vncle and me, al- 
leaging that I haid pofted a day or twa befor athort the countrey to caufe the 
gentilmen con vein againft him ; and that Maifter Andro haid tham convenit 
in the Collage of pttrpofe to tak his lyff. When the treuthe was, that imme- 
diatlie efter the ending of the Aflemblie, a heavie feat of the Tertian overtuk 
me, that caufit me keipe my hous twa dayes befor that Sabathe, and that fiun 
morning it feafed fa on me that I fwined and lay dead till by the grait and 
pitifull ayes of my wyff, the nibours cam in for hir helpe and confort; quhilk 
convicted him of a malitius lie. And as to Maifter Andro, the treuthe was, 
that the Lard of Lundy haifand a fpeciall earand with his brother in law, 
Pitmillie, cam to St Andros with certean frinds, and about the laft bell, ged 
in to the Collage to confer with Mr Andro, and haiff exerceife of the Word 
ther, becaule he wald nocht heir an excommunicat man pretche ; the quhilk 
the guid peiple of the town perceaving, left the kirk and drew tham to the 
Collage, quhilk was all that was in that mater, vpon the part of Mr Andro, 
wha, albeit he hated his wickednes, yit loued the faull and bodie of him bet- 
ter nor him&lff, the quhilk he wald never haid deftroyed, bot if it war poffi- 
ble be all guid meanes win to God. 

The King at this mater was graitlie incenfed, and knawing that a General! 
Aflemblie was to be in Edinbruche in the monethe of May following, trauelit 
maift diligentlie and erneftlie with courteours, officiars, nobilitie, and minif- 
terie, to haiff that fentence anulled, and his bifchope reftored and relaxed. 
And with fellon grait biffines, and mikle ado maid at the Aflemblie, at laft 
flcarflie be a few number of ma vottes, threw out this conclufion, That the 
Bifchope fould be haldin and reput in the lam cais and condition that he wad 
in befor the haulding of the Synod of St Andros, without preiudice, dicern- 
ing or iudging anie thing of the proceidings, proces, or fentence of the laid 
Synod. Wherin, to the grait greiff of the godlie and zelus vpright hartes, was 
firft efpyed what the feir and flatterie of Court could work in a Kirk amangs 
a multitud of weak and inconfiderat breithring. 

Na intimationes from pulpit was maid of this lentence, but with all fpeid 
a proclamation with found of trumpet was maid thervpon. And therefter Mr 
Andro and I called befor the King, and efter admitting to his gratius prefence 
in his Cabbinet, and kifling of his Hienes hand, yit Mr Andro was commandit 
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to ward in the place whar he was born, during the Kings will ; and I, be- 
caufe I was feik of the Tertian fever, fend hame to the Collage. And the 
Bifchope ordeanit, by his preatehing in the pulpit, to teatche publict lefiones in 
Latin within the Auld Collage fcholl, and the haill Vniuerfitie commandit to 
frequent the faming. Sathan mightelie ftryving therby to hauld vpe the ban- 
ner againft the kingdome of Jefus Chryft. 

Thus with patience parting from Edinbruche, Mr Andro to his ward, and 
I withe his directiones entering againe to that lang interrupted and almoft 
ruyned wark of the Collage, — the bifchope to his teatching and pretching in 
pulpit and lchooles, he triumphing, and we almaift deiected, — thus remeaned 
all that fimmer. Yit in the mean tyme vnder grait weaknes, befor the warld, 
God was working ftrongelie ; wha furnefing fum helthe and courage to me on 
the ane part, and graitter defyre of knawlage and hallines in the hartes of the 
haill heirars of the Vniuerfitie, maid our auditorie and fchoolles to be frequented 
againe. I began till allure the auditor [with] a maift plea&nd and fruitfull pur- 
pofe, to wit, the Hiftorie of the Byble, with the twa lightes for cleiring therof, 
Geographie and Chronologie, and intermelling therwithe in thair ages as they 
fell out, the cheiff poinds of the Greik and Latine Storie. Bot .namlie mynd- 
full of the wark of Chryft, everie vther day I teatched the Epiftle to Timothy 
intreatting, as I could, of the difinpline, and namlie infilling on the contra- 
uerted queftionnes, bringing in all the Biichopes reafones, and refuting tham* 
and eftabliffing the treuthe to my vttermaift. Thefe difputes, at the defyre 
of our ftudents, for thair memorie in the efter noone houres, I dytted to 
tham. 

Bot Ikantlie haid I bein a monethe thus wayes exerceifed to my grait con- 
fort, and haldin in of fum ipunk of lyff in the Collage and caufe of Chryft, 
when the Deuill deuyfes a diftraction. The Collage haid a Takifinan of a 
kirk of thars, named Jhone Yrewing, wha finding his Takes draw to an end, 
and knowing that he could nocht gett tham renewed bot be moyen of Court, 
drefles him to attend theron ; namlie perceaving the King to be giffen to 
halkin and hounting, wherin he was expert, he employes his fervice officiouf- 
lie, fe that he becomes a man of credit, and feing Mr Androes ceas to ftand 
la, makes his fiitt that he fould nocht be receivit till his Tak was renewit ; and 
yit that he might haiff the turn done fearlie, caufles the King to wrait for me 
to come to him with diligence, and when I haid come twyfe or thryfe na thing 
was meined to me of that mater be the King, bot onHe be his Maifter Haker. 
This wayes being diftracted, the Vniuerfitie wanting the profit of Mr Andro, 
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and die finall thing I could do, alio fendes an erneft fupplication directed with 
the Dean of Facultie and a Maifter of euerie Collage to his Maieftie, fchawing 
the grait loe of Mr Androes tranelles and lerning amangs tham ; as alfo whow 
I was diffracted fira my charge, humblie befeikand his Hienes to releiue Mr 
Andro firom ward, and to reftore him to his teatching and office in the Col* 
lage, quhilk was la profitable for the Kirk and Comounweill, and honourable 
for his Maiefties efteat and realme. The King, moued with this commiffion 
and fupplication of the Vniuerfitie, promifes to tak ordour with that mater 
and ihtiffie the Vniuerfitie, prouyding the bifchope might be in quyetnes and 
reuerendlie hard and vfit, wherof Mr Andro making him fure, he fould be 
fad. Whervpon I was directed to Mr Andro, and retourned anfwer, that as 
he haid euer behauit himfelff befor, fa he fould do, troubling na man, bot at* 
tending on the difcharge of his calling. Nochtwithftanding the moyen of the 
Maifter Haker preuealed, and maid all our exerceifes to veak except now and 
thai for a monethe, and coft me neir a couple of hounder mylles ryding ; till 
at laft, about the beginning of Auguft, I was directed ower to convoy my 
vncle to his Maieftie, wha, coming to Falkland to his Hienes, was, be the 
convoy of the # Maifter of Gray, brought to his Maieftie, and efter lang and 
fear conference, was receavit in fawour, and fend hame to the Collage, bot fa 
that vpon the Kings fathfoll promife to better the Collage twyfe fa mikle, the 
Maifter Hakers Tak was fubfciyvit. 

Therefter, in the monethe of September, accompanied with my fathfull 
frind and companion, Mr Robert Dury, I tuk iorney to Bervik to bring hame 
my fone Ephraim, on whome befor I haid fkarflie lafor to think ; and thank- 
ing that godlie guid courteus lady, and all our frinds ther, we retourned the 
neireft way be the Ferrie of Northe Bervik, paffing the quhilk I was in the 
graitteft perplexitie of ane that euer I was in my tyme befor, and haid the 
maift luddan and confortable releiflf of my guid and gratius God and father, 
to whale honour, as in all, I man record it We fchippit in weill vnaduy- 
fedlie, becaufe the day was verie feare, in a mikle coll bott, wherin ther was 
bot a auld man and twa young boyes, we haiffing twa hors, a boy, the nurife, 
an Einglis woman, a fouldiers wyff of Bervik, wha haid a defyre to com with 
the bern in Scotland, and whom I could nocht refufe, bathe becaufe of hir . 
kyndlie offer, and the bern was fa browdin vpon hir, that without danger he 
could nocht be fpeaned from hir. We hoifed feall with a lytle pirhe of eft 
wind, and lainfhed furthe till almaift the thrid of the palfage was paft, and 
then it fell down dead calme* For rowing nather was ther eares meit nor 
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handes, the boott was fa heavie, the man auld, and the boyes young. In this 
mean tyme, the honeft woman becomes fa feik with fie extremitie and preaft 
of vomiting firft, therefter with fwinings, that it was pitifull to behauld. 
Withe hir working, the barn wackens, and becomes extream feik, being nan 
bot myfelff to curie tham, for Mr Robert was rowing. This dreing for the 
fpace of thrie houres, in end I becam dead feik myfelff, fa that then it becam 
a maift pitifull and lamentable fpectakle, to fie a woman, a ftranger, an honeft 
mans wyff com fra ham to pleafour me, to be with extream pres apeirand 
euerie minut to giff vpe the ghoft ; an infant of thrie halff yeirs auld fpreaul- 
ing in the a win excrements, and the father, partlie for feir and cair of mynd, 
and partlie for fear feiknes, lifting vpe pitifull handes and eis to the heavines, 
voide of all erdlie confort or helpe of man. Now, that quhilk maid our ef- 
teat almaift difperat was, if the calme remeanit, the woman could nocht haiff 
indurit, bot, but dout, haid died, the extreamitie of hir pean and fwining was 
fik, and being fa far fra land in a halff of the night with that quhilk relied of 
the day, nocht paft thrie houres, we could nocht haiff rowed to land, if anie 
drow haid rifien, nather was ther handes to takle the fealles, nor was the 
grathe haill and firefhe to byd the wound. And therwith, be hif tumbling and 
yea wing, the maft fchoukA loufe, that Mr Robert, the auld man being dam- 
nift and machles, haid mikle ado to fallen the fam ; fa that tia releiff being 
bot in the fweit mercie and helpe of our God, my hart maift vrgentlie impor- 
tuned him, and hoping patientlie, (for euerie houre was mair nor the haill 
tyme of our banifment,) at laft the Lord luiked mercifullie on, and fend, about 
the fune going to, a thik ear from the Southeaft, fa that, getting on the feall 
ther was vpon hir, within an houre and a halff, quhilk was ftrange to our 
confideration, na wound blawing, we arry ved within the Alie, and efter a 
maift weirifome and fear day, gat a confortable nights ludging with a godlie 
lady in Carmury . 

I twitched befor the fermon that James Gipfone, minifter of Pencatland, 
maid in the pulpit of Edinbruche, at the incoming of the Lords and taking of 
Sterling. Therin, as he was thought to be fcharpe againft the fubfery ving 
brethring, fo was he iudgit vehement -and over peremptorie againft the King, 
. whom he threatned with the iudgments of Jeroboam, in thefe words; or verey 
neir : " That if he perfifted in .perverting the eftablifhed Difcipline of the Kirk; 
and perfecuting of Gods faithfull fervants, his pofteritie fhould be cutt aff, 
and he fhould be the laft of his race." The King caufTed feik him lang ; and - 
fit laft, by fum of his Gward apprehendit him and put him in prifone. And 
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at the General! Aflemblie, hauldin at Edinbruche in the moneth of October, 
travelit la that by manieft vottes he was condemnit as rafche in application, 
and over particular and lair againft the King ; and fa removit from his minif- 
terie wbar he fervit. Yit could he by na meanes be moved to call bak or deny 
bis doctrine, vnles he flionld lie againft that warrand both of the Word and 
Spirit wharby he haid fpoken, &e. 

That wintar it plfcaled God to repear againe the temple of his awin Jerufa- 
lem, opening the raouthe of his fervant Mr Andro again with lie grace and 
powar, that all began in erneft to be Theologes ; the treuthe bathe concerning 
doctrine and difcipline to be narowlier luiked vnto, and the Bifchopes fear 
fchawes, and Icheddowes, to vanifhe and wear away. Then alio God opened 
the moutbe of Mr Robert Bruce at a fpeciall remarkable tyme within the 
Callage. For all was iufttie caften in dout wither they fould heir the Bifchopes 
pretching, bring bathe fufpendit and excommunicat ; yit manie yeildit for f eir 
and fawour of the mans fmothe and pleafand vtterance, bot the belt, bathe of 
the Town and Vniuerfitie could nocht of confidence heir him, and therfor re- 
forted verie frequentlie to the Collage euerie Sabothe, and fand of Mr Andro 
and Mr Robert Bruce exceiding grait edification and confort. As for me, I 
was then apointed be the Prefbyterie to teatche at Anftruther euerie Sabothe, 
and was in calling to that minifterie, wherin I enterit the fimmer following, 
about the fam age that the preiftes and Chryft himfelff enterit and began 
thair minifterie. Anent the occafion, maner and effects wharof, reid in begin- 
ning of this book, inregiftrat ther at lynthe, and of purpofe. The quhilk 
narration, in this difcourfe of my lyff, and maift mercifull and gratius work- 
ing of God with me, an vnworthie wratche, comes in in this place ordourlie. 

Bot the memorie of my grait fafcherie and vexation wherin I was occupied 
in the fimmer of the 1586 yeir, haid almoft maid me forget a confortable be- 
nefit of God beftowit on me in the middes therof ; to wit, of a pleafand fecond 
lone, in this relpect contrare to the vther, that the firft was gottin in Scot- 
land, and born in England ; the fecond, gottin at London, was born in St 
Andros the nynt day of July. Be occafion I haid the Erie of Mar to my 
goffope, whom I rememberit of his dewtie ; bot in loue and rememberance of 
him whom it was nocht thair part to let ly in ward from his calling, I called 
the bern Andro. 

1587.— At the Generall Aflemblie in the fpring tyme of the yeir 1587, Mr 
Andro moued the Kirk of Edinbruche to defyre the Aflemblie to caufe Mr 

Y 
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Robert Bruce pretche, and efter to futt him att the faid Aflemblie to be thai? 
paftor in the place of Mr James Lairfone, and the laid Aflemblie to grant and 
appoinct him therto. Bot whowbeit that he and I bathe delt erneftlie with Mr 
Robert, he wald nocht aflent therto, but contented to teatche ther, and tak a 
fey what God wald work with him ; the quhilk he did with the notable fruict 
that followed. 

That yeir, in the monethe of May, Guiliaum Saluft S. du Bartas cam in 
Scotland to fie the King, of whome he was receavit according to his worthi- 
ness interteined honourablie, and liberalie propyned and dimifled in the her* 
veil, to his Maiefties grait praife fa lange as the French toung is vfed and vn« 
derftuid in the warld. 

About the end of Junie, his Maieftie cam to St Andros, and brought with 
him the laid Du Bartas, and coming firft without anie warning to the New 
Collage, he calles for Mr Andro, faying he was com with that gentleman to 
haiff a LefTone. Mr Andro anfweres, " That he haid teatched his ordinar that 
day in the fornoone." " That is all ane," fayes the King, " I mon haiff a Lef- 
fone, and be heir within an houre for that effect. 9 ' And indeid within les nor 
an houre, his Maieftie was in the fcholl, and the haill Vniuerfitie convenit 
with him, befor whom Mr Andro ex tempore intreated maift cleirlie and 
mightelie of the right government of Chryft, and in effect refuted the haill 
Actes of Parliament maid againft the difcipline therof, to the grait inftruction 
and confort of his auditor, except the King allean, wha was verie angrie all 
that night. 

Vpon the morn the Bifchope haid bathe a prepared Leflbne and feaft maid 
for the King. His Leflbne was a tichted vpe abregment of all he haid tetched 
the yeir bypaft, namlie anent the corrupt groundes quhilk he haid put in the 
Kings head contrarie to the trew difcipline. To the quhilk leflbne Mr Andro . 
went contrar to his cuftome, and withe his awin pen market all his fals grounds . 
and reafones ; and without farder cauffit ring his bell at twa efternoone the. 
lam day, wharof the King heiring, he fend to Mr Andro, defyring him to be . 
moderat, and haiff regard to his prefence, ytherwayes he wald difcharge him. . 
He anfwered couragiouflie, that his Maiefties ear and tender breift was piti- 
fullie and dangeruflie filled with errours and vntreuthes be that wicked man, 
the quhilk he could nocht fuffer to pas, and bruik a ly ff, vtherwayes, except 
the flopping of the breathe of Gods mouthe, and preiudging of his treuthe, he 
fould behaiff himfelff maift moderatlie and reuerentlie to his Maieftie ia all 
refpects. The King fend againe to him aud me* defyring it fould be fa, and 
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fthawin that he wald harff his four hours in the Collage, and drink with Mi* 
Andro. Sa coming to that Leflbne with the Bifchope* wha requyfted the 
King for leiue to mak anfwer inftantlie in cais anie thing war fpoken againft 
his doctrine* Bot ther Mr Andro, making him as thouche he haid na thing 
to do but with the Papift, brings out thair works, and reids out of tham all 
the Bifchopes grounds and reafones. The quhilk, when he haid at lainthe and 
maift cleirlie fchawin to be plean papiftrie, then he fettes againft the Ham with 
all his mean, and with inmutible force of reafone, from cleir grounds of Scrip- 
ture with a mightie parrhelie and fluide of eloquence, he dinges tham fa down, 
that the bifchope was dafht and ftrukken als dum as the ftok he fatt vpon. 
Bfter the Leflbne, the King, in his mother toung, maid fum diftingoes, and 
difcurfit a why 11 theron, and gaiff certean iniunctiones to the Vuiuerfitie for 
referencing and obeying of his Bifchope ; wha fra that day furthe, began to 
tyre of hid teatching, and fall mair and mair in dilgrace and confufion. The 
King, with Monfieur du Bartas, cam to the Collage Hall, wher I caufit prepear, 
and haiff in readines a banquet of wat and dry confectiones, with all fortes of 
wyne, wharat his Maieftie camped verie merrelie a guid whyll, and therefter 
went to his hore. Bot Mon. du Bartas tailed behind and conferrit with my 
Vncle and me a wholl houre, and fyne followed efter the King ; wha inquy* 
ring of him that night, as ane tauld me, " What was his iudgment of the twa 
he haid herd in St Andros ?" He anfweret the King, " Thftt they war bathe 
lemed men, bot the bifchopes war dinned, and prepared maters, and Mr 
Andro haid a grait reddie ftore of all kynd of lerning within him ; and by 
that, Mr Andro his fpreit and courage was far aboue the other." The quhilk 
iudgment the King approued. 

That. Witfimday I remouit my wyff and famelie from St Andros to An-* 
ftruther, quhilk was the twolt tyme I haid flitted fen my mariage in the fpace 
of four yeir; wherby I was rememberit this lyff to be but a foiourning in a 
wildernes, and was fett to confidder mair neirlie the hiftorie ef the peiple of 
God in thair iorney from Egypt to the Promift land, &c. 

At my firft coming to Anftruther ther fell out a heavie accident, quhilk 
vexit my mynd mikle at the firft, bot drew me mikle neirar my God, and 
teatdied me what it was to haiff a cear of a flok. Ane of our Creares retourn- 
ing from Eingland was vnbefett be an Einglis pirat, pilled, and a verie guid 
honeft man of Anftruther flean therin. The quhilk lown coming pertlie to 
the verie roade of Pittenweim, fpuilzied a fchipe lying therin, and mifufit the 
men therof. This wrang <eould nocht be fuffered be our men, left they fould 
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be maid a comoun prey to fie limmers. Therfor, purchasing a Commiffiotin, 
they riget to a propre flie boot, and euerie man incuraging vther, maid almaift 
the haill honeft and beft men in all the Town to go in hir to the fie. This 
was a grait vexation and greiff to my hart, to fie at my firft entres the beft 
part of my flok ventured vpon a pak of pirates, wharof the fmalleft member 
of the meineft was mair in valour then a fchipfull of tham. And yit I durft 
nocht day film les nor I fteyed all, and all I durft nocht, bathe for the dan- 
gerus preparatiue, and the frinds of the honeft man wha was dean, and of 
tharn that war abbufit, wha war manie, in fie fort as the mater concerned the 
haill. Bot my God knawes what a fear hart they left behind when they parted 
out of my fight, or rather what a hart they caried with them, leiving a bouk 
behind. I nather eat, drank, nor fleiped, bot be conftraint of nature, my 
thought and cair always being vpon tham, and commending tham to God, till 
aught or ten dayes war endit, and they in fight retourning, with all guid t*- 
kens of ioy, — flagges, dreamers, and en&nigyie difplayiV— whom with grait ioy 
we receavit, and went togidder to the Kirk, and praifed God. The Capteaa 
for the tyme, a godlie, wyfe, and ftout man, recompted to me trewlie ther 
haill proceiding That they melting with thair Admiral], a grait fchipe of St 
Andros, weill riget out be the burrowes, being fyne of feale, went befor hir 
all the way, and maid euerie fchipe they fargatherit with, of whatfumeuer 
nation, to ftrik and do homage to the King of Scotland, fchawing tham for 
What caufe they war riget furthe, and inquyring of knaues and pirate. At 
laft they meit with a proude ftiff Einglifinan, wha refufes to do reuerence ; 
therfor the Captean, thinking it was a lown, commands to giff tham his nofe 
piece, the quhilk delafhit lightes on the tye of the Einglifmans mean feale 
and down it comes ; then he yeilds, being but a merchant Bot ther was the 
mercifull prouidence of God, in fteying a grait piece of the Einglifinan lying 
out hir ftarn in readines to be fchot, quhilk if it haid lichted amang our folks, 
being manie in litle roum without fence, wald haiff crewalie demeaned tham 
all ; but God directing the firft fchot prelerued tham. From them they ap- 
protched to the fchore at Suffolk, and findes be Prouidence the lown, wha haid 
newlings takin a Crear of our awin town, and was ipuleing hir. Whowfone 
they fpy ane coming war lyk, the lownes leaues thair pryce and rines thair 
fchipe on land. Our flie boot efter, and almaift was on land with tham ; yit 
fteying hard be, they delaifhe thair ordinance at the lownes, and a nomber go- 
ing a land perfewes and takes a halffe a difibne of tham, and putes tham 
abord in ther boot The gentle men of the countrey and Townes befyde, 
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hdring the noyes of fchoting gathers with haft, fuppofing the Spainyard haid 
landit, and apprehending a number of the lownes in our mens handes, defyrit 
to knaw the mater. The quhilk, when the Juftices of Peace vnderftude, and 
few the King of Scotlands armes, with twa galland fehippes in war lyk maner, 
yeildit and gaiff reuerence therto, differing our folks to tak with tham thair 
prifoners and the pirats fchipe, quhilk they brought hame with tham, with 
halff a diflbne of the lownes ; wharof twa war hangit on our Pier end, the 
reft in St Andrew ; with na hurt at all to anie of our folks, wha euer fen fyne 
hes bein frie of Einglis pirates. All praife to God for euer. Amen. 

This yeir, ryding vpe to Carnbie, in companie with the Lard of Balfour 
and his brother, to defing the Manfe and gleib of the Kirk to Mr Andro 
Hounter, minifter, vpon an kitle hat ridden hors, — approtching to a ftrype 
weOl how of levin or aught foot brod, I put at the hors to caufe him lope it ; 
and becaufe he was euill mouthed and hat ridden, I held his head flreat, 
wharat he repyning in the middes of his lope, cull down his head, fa that 
all the feddle gear braking, he cuft me ower on the vther bank with the fe- 
dle betwix my leagges, and his head going down, he lopes the fuperfault, and 
his buttokes lightes hard befyd me, with all his four feit to the Lift The lyk 
wharof was neuer hard in the iudgment of the behauldars, and all that hathe 
confidderit it fen fyne, without anie hurt to the man or beift, except the ladle 
grathe braking. 

That yeir, about the end of July and beginning of Auguft, was haldin the 
firft Parliament be the King efter his perfyt age of twentie and a yeirs. Wher- 
in, except the ratefication of the Actes maid of befor for eftablifhing of the 
trew relligion and abolefhing of Papiftrie, na guid was done for the Kirk, bot 
be the contrar fche was fpuilyiet be a plane law of the ane halff of her patri- 
monie ; to wit, of the temporall landes of all her benefices be that Act of An- 
nexation : Hir ei in the mean tyme blearit with twa fear promifes, ane of abo- 
lishing of all bifchopries and prelacies ; and yit the bifchope of St Andros was 
a ipecial doar therin (and was the laft publict act that euer he was at) : Ane 
vther, that the haill teinds fould be peaceablie put in the Kirks pofleffion. 
Bot of Gods iuft iudgment that annexation of the Temporalitie hes done the 
King alfmikle guid as fie promifes of the Kirks Spiritualise. 

Hie fam yeir, in the herveft, brak vpe a grait Peft in Leithe, and conti- 
nowit all that wintar, quhilk ftrak a grait terrour in Edinbruche and all the 
coft fyds. Be the occafion wharof we began the exerceis of daylie doctrine 
and prayers in our Kirk, quhilk continowes to this day with grait profit and 
confort, bathe of the teitchars and heirares. 
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This wintar I paft ower to Dakethe, and obteined the gift of the ftipend of 
Anftruther Waiter, whar God, be fum helpe of me, an vnworthie inftrument, 
called Mr James Nicolfone from the Court to the Minifterie. And in retourn- 
ing, of mere Prouidence, was the occalion of the mariage of Patrik Forbes 
of Cors with Lucres Spence, fiftar to the Lard of Wilmotfton, maided in' An- 
ftruther in the fimmer following. 

* 

1588. — That wintar the King was occupied in commenting of the Apoca* 
lypfe, and in fetting out of fermontes thervpon againft the Papifts and Spain- 
yards. And yit, by a piece of grait owerfight, the Papifts practeifed neuer 
mair biffelie in this land, and maid graitter preparation for receaving of the 
Spainyarts nor that yeir. . For a lang tyme the newes of a Spanifhe nauie and 
armie haid bein blafit abrode ; and about the Lambes tyde of the 1588, this 
Yland haid fund a feirfull effect therbf, to the vtter fubuerfion bathe of Kirk 
and polecie, giff God haid nocht wounderfullie watched ower the fam, and 
mightelie fauchten and defeat that armie be his fouldiours, the Elements* 
quhilk he maid all four maift ferclie to afflict tham till almoft vtter confump- 
tion. Terrible was the feir, perfing war the pretchings, erneft, zealus, and 
fervent war the prayers, founding war the fiches and fobbes, and abounding 
was the teares at that Fait and Generall Aflemblie keipit at Edinbruche, when, 
the newes war crediblie tauld, fum tymes of thair landing at Dumbar, fum 
tymes at St Andros, and in Tay, and now and then at Aberdein and Cromer- 
tie firft. And in verie deid, as we knew certeanlie foone efter, the Lord of 
Armies, wha ryddes vpon the winges of the wounds, the Keipar of his awin 
Ifraell, was in the mean tyme convoying that monftruus nauie about our 
coftes, and directing thair hulkes and galiates to the ylands, rokkes, and 
fandes, wharvpon he haid deftinat thair wrak and deftruction. For within 
twa or thrie monethe therefter, earlie in the morning, be brak of day, ane of 
our Bailyies cam to my bedfyde, faying, (but nocht with fray,) " I haiff to 
tell yow newes, fir. Ther is arryvit within our herbrie this morning a fchipe 
full of Spainyarts, bot nocht to giff mercie bot to afk." And fa fchawes me 
that the Commanders haid landit, and he haid commandit tham to thair fchipe 
againe till the Magiftrates of the Town haid advyfit, and the Spainyards haid 
humblie obeyit : Therfor defyrit me to ryfe and heir thair petition with tham. 
Vpe I got with diligence, and aflembling the honeft men of the town, cam to 
the Tolbuthe ; and efter confultation taken to heir tham, and what anfwer to 
npk, ther prefcntes ws a verie reuerend maji of big ftature, and graue and ftout 
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countenance, gray beared, and verie humble lyk, wha, efter mikle and verid 
law cburteffie, bowing down with his face neir the ground, and twitching my 
fcho with his hand, began his harang in the Spanife toung, wharof I vnder- 
ftud the fiibftance, and being about to anfwer in Latine, he haiffing onlie a 
young man with him to be his interpreter, began and tauld ower againe to ws 
in guid Einglis. The fum was, that King Philipe, his maifter, haid riget out 
a nauie and armie to land in Eingland for iuft caufes to be advengit of manie 
intolerable wrangs quhilk he haid receavit of that nation ; but God for ther 
linnes haid bein againft thame, and be ftorme of wather haid dryven the nauie 
by the coft of Eingland, and him with a certean of Capteanes, being the Ge- 
neral! of twentie hulks, vpon an yll of Scotland, called the Fear Yll, wher 
they tnaid fchipewrak, and whare fa monie as haid efchapit the merciles lies 
and rokes, haid znair nor fax or fevin ouks fuffred grait hungar and-cauld, 
till conducing that bark out of Orkney, they war com hither as to thair fpe- 
ciall frinds and confederals to kis the Kings Maiefties hands of Scotland, (and 
therwith bekkit euen to the yeard,) and to find releiff and confort therby to 
himielff, thefe gentilmen Capteanes and the poore fouldarts whafe condition- 
was for the prefent maift miferable and pitiful]. 

I anfwerit this mikle in foum : That whowbeit nather our frindfchipe, 
quhilk could nocht be grait, feing ther King and they war frinds to the 
graiteft enemie of Chryft, the Pape of Rome, and our King and we defyed 
him ; nor yit thair caufe againft our nibours and fpeciall frinds of Eingland 
could procure anie benefit at our hands for thair releiff and confort ; neuerthe- 
les, they fould knaw be experience, that we war men, and fa moued be hu- 
man compaffiohe, and Chriftiannes of better relligion nor they, quhilk fould 
kythe in the fruicts and effect plan contrar to thars. For wheras our peiple 
reforting amangs tham in peacable and lawfull effeares of merchandife, war 
violentlie takin and caft in prifone, thair guids and gear confifcat, and thair 
bodied committed to the crewall flaming fyre for the caufe of relligion, they 
fould find na thing amangs ws bot Chriftian pitie and warks of mercie and 
alines, leaving to God to work in thair harts concerning relligion as it pleafed 
him. This being trewlie reported again to him be his trunfhman, with grait 
reuerence he gaiff thankes, and faid he could nocht mak anfwer for thair Kirk 
and the lawes and ordour therof, onlie for himfelff, that ther war diuers 
Scctfinen wha knew him, and to whome he haid fchawin courtefie and fa- 
mtout at Calleg, and as he fuppoflt, fum of this fam town of Anftruther. Sa 
fchew him that the boilyies granted him licence with the Capteanes, to go to; 
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thair ludging for thair refrefchment, bot to nane of thair men to land, till the 
ower lord of the town war aduertifed, and vnderftand the Kings Maiefties 
mynd anent thame. Thus with grait courteffie he departed. 

That night, the Lord being aduertiffed, cam, and on the morn, accompanied 
with a guid nomber of the gentilmen of the conn trey round about, gaiff the 
laid Generall and the Capteanes prelence, and efter the lam fpeitches in effect 
as befor, receavit thara in his hous, and interteined tham humeanlie, and fuf- 
ferit the fouldiours to com a land, and ly all togidder, to the number of thret- 
tin fcore, for the maift part young berdles men, fillie, trauchled, and houngred, 
to the quhilk a day or twa, keall, pattage, and fiihe was giffen ; for my ad* 
vys was conforme to the Prophet Elizeus his to the King of Ifrael in Sama- 
ria, " Giff tham bred and water," &c The names of the Commanders war 
Jan Gomes de Medina, Generall of twentie houlkes, Capitan Patricio, Capitan 
de Legoretto, Capitan de Luffera, Capitan Mauritio and Seingour Serrano. 

Bot verelie all the whyll my hart melted within me for defyre of thankful* 
nes to God, when I rememberit the prydfull and crewall naturall of they peiple, 
and whow they wald haiff vfit ws in ceas they haid landit with thair forces 
amangs ws. And fall the wounderfull wark of Gods mercie and Juftice in 
making ws fie tham, the cheiff commanders of tham to mak fie dewgard and 
curteffie to pure fiemen, and thair fouddarts fo abiectlie to beg almes at our 
dures and in our ftreites. 

In the mean tyme they knew nocht of the wrak of the reft, but fuppofed 
that the reft of the armie was faiffiie returned, till a day I gat in St Andros 
in print the wrak of the Galiates in particular, with the names of the prinri- 
pall men, and whow they war vfit in Yrland and our Hilands, in Walles, and 
vther partes of Eingland ; the quhilk, when I recordit to Jan Gomes, be par- 
ticular and fpeciall names, O then he cryed out for greiff, burfted and grat 
This Jan Gomes fchew grait kyndnes to a fchipe of our town, quhilk he fund 
arretted at Calles at his ham coming, red to court for hir, and maid grait rus 
of Scotland to his King, tuk the honeft men to his hous, and inquyrit for the 
Lard of Anftruther, for the Minifter, and his hoft, and feqd hame manie com* 
mendationes. Bot we thanked God with our hartes, that we haid fein tham 
amangs ws in that forme. 

That 88 yeir was alio maift notable for the deathe of Quein Mother of 
France, Catherin de Medicis, bludie Jezabell to the Sanctes of God, wha then 
was callit to hir recompence. As alfb the maift remarkable wark of Gods iuf- 
tice in repeying the twa cheiff executors of that horrible carnage and mafia- 
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ere of Paris, making firft King Hendrie to caufe his Gard ftik the Due of 
Guife vnder treft with the Cardinal! of Lorean. And fyne a Jacobin frier of 
that ordour, quhilk the King did maift for, maift treafonablie to ftik the King. 
The Lord working be maift wicked inftruments maift wyflie and iuftlie,* 

Thus God glorifiet his name maift remarkablie in iuftice againft the graitt- 
eft enemies of his Kirk, and fweit raercie and fawour towards his ; for by the 
continuance of pace in this YD, the Kirks of France, from almaift a defperat 
efteat becam mair and mair to be conforted, betterit, and at laft releiuit In 
the 85 and 86 yeirs, all the Proteftants war chargit af France within fie a> 
day, vnder pean of lyff, lands, guide and gear ; fa that the number of banifhed 
in Eingland war fa grait, and the pure of tham fa manie, that they war com-; 
pelled to ieik releiff of ws for the faming. And to the glorie of God I remem- 
ber it, in the pure bounds I haid vnder charge at the firft beginning of my mi- 
nifterie, we gatherit about fyve hounder marks for that effect ; bot few or nan 
did famikle, as be the finalnes of the foum may appeir. The fbum of the haill 
collection quhilk the Frenche Kirks gat extendit bot till about ten thowfand 
marks, as thair acquittances and Letters of thankfgiffing beares, quhilk I haiff 
in cuftodie, delyverit to me be the Generall Afiemblie to tranflat in Scottes, 
and fett furthe to dofe the mouthes of invyfull fklanderars, wha gaiff out that 
that collection was maid for an vther purpofe. As alfo, the collection maid 
for the Town of Geneua ; wharfore we gat mair thankes by a Letter of Theo- 
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dor du Bez in the name of the Senat and Kirk therof, nor it was all worthe, 
readie to be producit 

Nochtwith (landing of the Lords iudgments that yeir vpon Papifts, yit efter 
the fpreit of the ferpent wharwith they ar led, altho cut and deadlie woundit in 
diuers partes, neuertheles war euer fteiring and menaffing. Sa that diuers 
£racteifars and Trafectars, Jefuiftes, Seminarie Preifts, and vther emiflars of 
the Antichryft crape in the Countrey, and kythed dangerus effects in diuers 
partes, namlie in the Northe and Southe. And, therfor, the maift wacryff 
and cearfull of the breithring, euerie an warning and moving vthers as the 
euftome of the Kirk of Scotland was from the beginning, con veined at Edin- 
fcruche, in the monethe of Januar the fam yeir, and gaiff in to the King and 
Counfell the Petitiones following : 

* The Dae and Cardinall wer flean in Decent. 88 ; the Quein, for hartiearnes, followit in Ja» 
mar; and die King was flicked the Angaft following. 
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The Kirk* humble Petition to his Maieftie and Counfidl for pretention of the danger* thrtatned 
to the prqfeffion if the trew relUgion within this Realme. 1588, Jan. 

« 

That it may pleife his Maieftie giff command, bathe to particular Preibyteriea, and fie vther 
miniftera and barrones and gentilmen as falbe thought meit, to conyein and confalt vpon the readi- 
•ft remedies of tbir dangers appeirand, fa oft as they fall think expedient, and to report thair opi* 
niones and adyyfes to his Maieftie betwix this and the zz day of Januar. 

That it may pleife his Hienes to forbeare in tyme to cum to interpon his Priuie Letters or dif- 
charges to the Kirk for fteying of thair proceiding with thair cenfures againft Papifts, when as they 
can nocht be reclamed be lawfull admonitiones. 

. That Commiffiones may be directed to fum fpecialles of his Hienes Counfail, heft affected and 
of graitteft powar to ferche, feik, and apprehend and prefent to Juftice all Jefuifts and nbers, pri- 
vat or publict feducers of his Hienes leigea, and that the faids Commiffionars may be inftantlie 
named, and a day apointed to the report of thair diligences in that behalff. 

That fum fpecialles of the minifterie, aflifted with fum weill affected barrones or vther gentil- 
men, may be authorized with his Hienes Commiffion and licence, to pas to euerie quarter of this 
Realme, and ther, be meanes that they find mettteft, try and explore what noble men, burrowes, 
barrones, and vthers of anie rank or calling, profes the relligion, and will ioyne afauldlie in the de- 
fence tberof, and wha will nocht, and that a day be appointed in lyk maner for reporting of thair 
diligence. 

' That feing the fpeciall occaiion of the finifter fufpitiones conceavit of his Hienes fynceritie in 
the treuthe, and that inanimates the Papifts maift, is his authoritie and fervice put in the hands el 
papifts, vnder whafe winges all Jefuiftes, and vthers denoted to that fuperftitioim, findes counter 
nance and confort ; That, for remead therof, it may pleia his Maieftie to purge his Hove, Conn* 
fall and Seffioun, and to reteire his powar of Lieutenantdrie, Wardanrie, and vther his auctoritie 
whatfumeuer, from all and whatfumeuer perfones, awowit or fofpected to be Papifts. And to 
let proclamationes be immediatlie directed for publication of his Hienes guid intention and mein- 
ing in that behalff, to the confufion of the Papifts and thair patrones, and confort of the godlie of* 
fendit this tyme bygean, with thair lang tolerance and owerfight FiNia, 

Thir Petitiones prefented be ws to his Maieftie and Counfail war granted, 
and therefter meitting, Commiffionars war nominat throughout all the partes 
of this Land, to put in execution the things crauit, wharvpon an Act of Coun* 
fell and Proclamation paft out extant in print The fam day it was thought 
guid that a certean fould be nominat to confult in privat concerning the beft 
and maift reddie way of the laid execution, wharof was ten of Noble men, Law* 
era and Burges, viz. The Erie of Angus, guid Archbald, the Erie Marefchall, 
Mr [of] Glames, Thefaurar, the Lard of Louchleaven, the Clark Regifter, 
Mr Jhone Scharpe, Mr Thomas Crag, Mr Jhone Nicolfone, Jhone Jhoneftone 
of Elphiftone, and Jhone Adamfone. And ten of the Miniftrie, viz. Mr Andro 
Maluin, Mr Robert Pont, Mr Robert Bruce, Mr Dauid Lindfey, Mr Andro 
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Hay, Mr Thomas Bowchanan, Mr Patrik Galloway, Mr Nicol Dalglas, Mr 
Andro Mill and myfelff. Wha meitting the fern day at efter noone, efter 
lang reafoning and advyftnent, thought it maift expedient and neidftdl, firft, 
that the laid execution fould he without deley, in refpect of the imminent 
danger. 

• Nixt, that forfamikle as ther war thrie rankes of enemies — the firft of 
iheiff meanteiners of papifts and papiftrie ; the fecond of Jefuifts, Seminarie 
Preifts and Trafectars ; the thrid of awowars, receauers and interteiners of 
thefe in thair houfles, and partakers of thair purpofes and ydolatrie, — it was 
thought heft that the firft fort fould be chargit to warde ; the fecond appre- 
hendit at vnwars and puniihed ; the thride proceidit againft conforme to the 
lawes of the Countrey, and being found culpable, to be puniihed accordinglie. 
And laft, to the intent that fa weghtie a mater might be folidlie advylit and 
ifett doun in all poincts, the Clark Regifter Alexander Hay, Mr Jhone Scharpe, 
Mr Thomas Crag and vthers war requeifted to tak tyme and paufe vpon the 
mater, and euerie ane feueralie fett down thair iudgment in wrait* The quhilk 
being conferrit togidder, condufion was taken and reported to his Maieftie, 
wharof proceidit . the acts and proclamations, and commiffiopes foone efter 
publifhed in print. 

. • At the fain tyme in that Convention war apointed certean Commiffiotfars 
and breithring to meit euerie ouk in Edinbruche for confulting vpon maters 
perteining to the Weill of the Kirk in fa dangerus a tyme, viz. Alexander 
Hay, Clark Regifter, Mr Jhone Lindfay, Lord of Seffion, Mr Jhone Scharpe, 
Mr Thomas Crag, Mr Jhone Skein, Mr Jhone Nicolfone, Aduocats, Wilyeam 
Lytle, Provoft of Edinbruche, Jhone Jhonftone, Jhone Adamfone, Hendrie 
Charters, burgefies of Edinbruche, Mr Robert Bruce, Mr Dauid Lindfay and 
Wr Robert Pont, Minifters, 

Alfo the Kings minifters, with fum vther breither, war apointed to trauell 
with his Maieftie for a proclamation to be fett furthe, to let all his fubiects 
vnderftand his Hienes zeall and cair for repurging of the land of Papiftrie 
and meantenance of the trew religion : And to defyre bis Maieftie of new 
again now in his perfyt age to fuhfcryve the Confeffion of Fathe maid, and 
renew the charge giffen in his minoritie to all his flibiects to fubfcryue the 
laming ower again. The quhilk alio was obteined and published in print. 

It was fordar ordeanit that all Commiffionars and Moderators of Prelby- 
teries in all partes fould be cairfull to haiff intelligence of all maters concern- 
ing religion and weill of the Kirk; within thair boundes, and to mak aduertif- 
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ttient of the faming from tyme to tyme to the forfaid Commitiionefs apointed 
fcuklie to convein in Edinbruche. 

• Item ther was a Generall Aflemblie apointed to be hauldin at Edinbruche 
the faxt of Februar following ; and the Prouinciall Aflemblie* in euerie fchyre 
to be endit befor the xxiij of that inftant Januar. For the quhilk caufe it was 
thought neceflar that the Commiflionars of Provinces, and euerie minifter 
ivithin thair awin bounds, fould inform all weill affectioned gentilmen to relli* 
gioun of the attempts of papifts and imminent danger therby, and of the liber* 
tie granted to convein be his Maieftie and Counfall, wherby thay may be 
moued to tak Commiffiones from Synods without feall to keipe the Generall 
Aflemblie and mak it frequent. 

And laft as concerning Jefuiftes, Seminarie Preifts and vthers deceauers of 
the peiple, it was ordeanit that thair nixt Synods charge fould be giffen to 
•euerie minifter to declar tham excommunieat out of pulpit, at thair return 
immediatlie to thair awin kirks, that the peiple may bewftr of thame, and fic- 
lyk the companie of fie as fawours, interteines tham in thair houfles, or hefi 
enie thing to do with thame : And for that effect euerie minifter to haiff thair 
names inrollit* At this convention my vncle moderat and I wrot 

That Generall Aflemblie in Februar was verie frequent of noble and gen- 
tlemen. Therat the Greiues of euerie province and prefbyterie war giffen in, 
wherby it might be eafelie perceavit whow horriblie the land was defyled all 
throuchout, bot namlie in the Northe and Southe, with Papiftrie, Superftitione, 
blodfched, and all fort of villanie. Vpon the quhilk, regrttes, griues, com- 
plents and petitiones war formed and prefented to the King and Counfall for 
punifhment and redres, quhilk war ower lang and tedius to be regiftfat And 
the breithring fteired vpe to wakryffnes and diligence hi watching over thair 
fioks and cairing for the hail! Kirk* 

For conclufion of this meruelus yeir I can nocht forget my particular, feing 
that is my Jpeciall purpofe to recompt the gratius working of my God with 
me. He corrected me fweitlie in taking from me at the beginning therof 
my litle lone Andro. Bot recompenced the fam again maift bountifullie in 
giffing me another Andro, born that fam yeii" in the monethe of Auguft : Sa 
the Lord take, the Lord giffes, blefled be the nam of the Lord for euer* 
- The bern was fallon beautifull, lowing and mirrhie, and feimed to be of a 
-f yne fanguine conftitution till a quarter ef ter he was fpeaned ; bot fyne, wither 
-be wormes or a hectik consumption, 1 knaw nocht, bot his fleche aqd cuUor 
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faded, and be the fpace of a quarter of yeir contained and d wyned away, kelp- 
ing alwayes the fweiteft and pleafandeft ei that could be in annes heid. I was 
accuftomed to fttt him at the end of the table in tyme of denner and fupper, 
as the Egyptieng did the picture of dead, till acquent me therwith ; and yit 
when he died, I merrelit at my awin hart that was la vrened and moued 
with it, lh that yit when I wrot this, I was nocht frie of the bowdnings of the 
bowelles of that natnrall affection. And if we that ar erdlie wormes can be 
fa affected to our childring, what a loue beares that heavinlie father to his ! 
He was my firft propyne and hanfell to heavin. I can nocht forget a ftrange 
thing at his deathe. I haid a pear of fyne milk whait dowes, quhilk I fed in 
the hous : Theane wharof that day of his deathe could nocht be haldin af his 
cracQe, bot Hoped from fitting aboue it, crape in and fatt in vnder it, and died 
with him : The vther, at my hamcoming on the mom, as I was wafhing my 
hands, cam, lighted at my futt, and pitiuflie crying, " Pipe, pipe, pipe," ran a 
Title away from me. Then I called for peyes and beanes to giff it ; bot they 
fchew me it wald na eatt I tuk it vpe, and put pikles in the mouthe of it, 
bot it fchuk tham out of the throt ; and parting from me with a pitifull pi- 
ping, within twa or thrie houres died alfo. I maid on him this Epitaphe. 

m 

A foioartar in London, I thie gat, 

At bene in tyme of trouble tbow was born, 
The babbes for beaatie thought maift diligat, 

Thy beantie feim'd yit farder till adorn. 

As Detnocrit thow firft the warH did Atom, 

For to refiraUhe the »ynd a meaUes marrow ; 
Syn to beveall my wickednes forlorn, 

The tears of Heraclit thow feim'd to borrow. 

I fet thie in my fight at erin and morrow, 

My hart till humble, acqnenting me with deathe : 
Bnt O the Wve of parents ! what a forrow 

Did feafe on me, fra th' anes thow loft thy breathe ! 

Oh ! firft lyk plea&nd floore on erthe thow grew! 
Syne dwyn'd to dead, with dowes to beam thow flew! 

This page, if thow be a pater that reids it, thow wilt apardone me. If 
nocht, fufpend thy cenfure till thow be a father, aa faid the graue Lacedemo 
nian Agetiligis. . 
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- The minifterie of Mr Robert Bruce was verie fteadable and mightie that 
yeir, and diuers yeirs following, maift confortable to the guid and godlie, and 
maift ferfull to the enemies. 8a that it wad feniabilie perceavit that as God 
haid fubftitut to Mr Knox, Mr Lawfone, fa haid he prouydit Mr Robert to 
fupplie that inleak. The godlie, for his puiffimt and maift moving doctrine* 
louit him ; the worldlings for his parentage and place reuerenced him ; and 
the enemies for bathe, ftude in aw of him* The Ghaneellar, Mr Jhone Me- 
tellan, enterit in fpeciall frindfchipe with him, Mr Andro and me, and keipit 
trew and honeft till the day of his deathe. He helde the King vpon twa 
groundes Aire, nather to caft out with the Kirk nor with Eingland, Whow- 
beit he haid maid informationes to him of guid men by the treuthe, to win 
him court at the beginning in the Due his dayes, quhilk he wato fean haiff 
mendit, bot could nocht* 

1589. — The yeir following ther fell out a mater in St Andros that wrought 
heavie and grait trouble to the beft and honefteft men in all that town, and 
quhilk occupied me mikle and fear, bathe in mynd and body, manie yeirs efter* 
The occafion wherof was this ! - . ■ 

The Bifchope haid lurked a yeir or twa lyk a tod in his holl, as his cut 
torn was when things framed nocht with him ; and indeid, be the Chancel- 
lars moyen, efter he was ioyned with ws, the Kings opinion and lyking was 
far diuerted from him. He deuyfes in this mean tyme a mifcheiff to be re* 
uengit vpon his miflykers, and fteires vpe a Jakman of his called Hendrie Ha- 
milton to quarrell a Maifter of the Vniuerfitie, Mr Wilyeam . Walwode, Pro- 
feflbur of the Lawes, a man bathe in blude and affinitie ioyned neir to the maift 
honeft in all the town, knawing weill that bathe fie of the Vniuerfitie and town 
that lyked him nocht, wald tak part with the laid Mr Wilyeam* This Hen- 
drie comes vpon the Hie Gett, Mr Wilyeam going to the Principals Leflbne 
of the New Collage, and efter quarreling words, touks him and ftriks him 
with the gardes of fiis fword. Mr Wilyeam plantes to the Rector, wha call- 
ing the laid Hendrie befor him, efter cognition, depryves him of his name of 
Maifter (for he was maid Maifter,) and ordeanes him to mak a humble fatif- 
faction to Mr Wilyeam in the fam place whar he iniourit him. This he re- 
futing to do, the complainer meined his caufe to the Lords of Seffion, wha 
gaiff out compulfators vpon the Rectors decreit, wharwith the find Hendrie 
being chargit, firft be the moyen of a certean wicked men, milgyders of the 
town, fauorars of the Bifchope, and haters of thair honeft and guid niboorg 



1589. MR JAMES MELVILLE DIARY. }8? 



talie for their vertew, he is receaued in the number of the titichiers, and 
maid burges. Then he coraes deffiraulatlie to the Rector, defyring the exe* 
cution of the charges to be fuperceidit, and promifit to mak amends to Mr 
Wilyeam on the Hie Streit fie a day. Be this Mr Wilyeam is fecoure, and 
Within a day or twa addrefes him to his ordinar Leflbne of the Lawes within 
the Auld Collage, .and going from his hous in the town to the Collage, his 
gown on, his book in the a hand, and land glas in the vther, meditating on 
his Leflbne, Hendrie Hamiltone vibes out of a hous, whare he lay in wait for 
Uoode, and vnbefeatting Mr Wilyeam, with the firft (Irak wounds him in the 
hand and mutilate him, and haid proceidit fordar, giff be fum gentle men pac- 
ing that Way, he haid nocht been fteyed. Mr Wilyeam is lead to his mothers 
hous crewallie woundit, the newes wharof gaes amang his frinds, they ryle 
tad rine togidder in armes to affift the Bailyies for iuftice* Bot an of the 
Bailyies being vpon the confpiracie, refilling thair affiftance, brings the mur« 
darer, accompanied with the Bifchopes guid brother, James Arthour, called 
comounlie Jaques, and a officer or twa and na ma, and in plane provocation! 
by the teithe of the partie, convenit befor Mr Wilyeams mothers flare, yet 
Whar he was lying with his wound Heading, fa that it could nocht be iteamide* 
The.quhilk, his brother and brother in law feing, could nocht abyde, bot ma* 
king a mint, maid the lown to flie, and fteirit vpe a grait tumult of all fort 
ruining togidder in armes, Vniuerfitie, citie, and gentle men being in the 
town for the tyme. In this tumult nane is fa biffie to fchow his manreid ia 
feghting as the laid Jaques Arthour, and meitting with his marrow, with rap* 
per and dagger, miffing his ward, he gettes a porh at the left pape, wharof 
he dies. His corps is brought to a chirurgians boothe and lighted ther, and 
fought be his frinds and a number in publict, and fund to haiff that onlie a 
poinct ftreak of a rapper fword, be whom giffen na man could certeanlie knaw* 
fum fufpeqtfng an, and fum another. Mr Wilyeams brother Jhone perfewes 
efter Hamiltone, wha crying for mercie, and randring himfelff, obteines mer~ 
cie at the laid Jhones hand, and be him is brought out and delyverit to the 
jBailyies againe* 

- The tumult fteying, the honelt men goes to thair houfes, ignorant altogkU 
tier of anie euill done, namlie of the flauchter of the laid Jaques. Amangs 
the reft, an James Smithe, a man of Angular qualities, graitlie beloued of all 
godlie and guid men for his vertew and guid conditiones, and almikle invyed 
and hated be the wicked, is warned be diuers that loued him, that ther was a 
man flaine, and the mater was dangerus, prayed him therfbr to hauld bimfeiff 
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quyet and out of the way for a tyme. The quhilk he refufed, repofing on his 
Innocencie, and faying they haid fufferit wrang in the perfone of thair frind, 
bot haid done nane. Incontinent, the bailyies comes to the hous of the faid 
honeft man, better accompanied nor when they convoyit Hamiltone to the 
Tolbuthe, and charges him in the Kings name to go to warde with thame. He 
willinglie obeyes and gaes with thame, and fa does the reft, to the number of 
nyne or ten, 

Thefe fimple foulles this wayes fangit in the net of thefe craftie houutars, 
(wharin the partes of all I could pent out particularlie giff my purpofe per- 
mitted,) war from the Tolbuthe brought to the Provefts hous, wha, withe 
the Bifchope and reft of the mifreaullars of the town, war all vnder a complot, 
refoluing then to be Weill reuengit upon thefe honeft men, wha, at the ham 
coming of the Lords out of England, haid fought redres of raanie grait abufea 
and inormities committed be the faids mifrewlars of St Andros, luiking that 
all things then fould haiff bein corrected and fett in guid ordour, — that ZuiU 
comoun they thought to repey weill now at Pafch. 

Sa they are fummoned to a day of law in Edinbruche, whar, vnderftanding 
the law to be ftreat, and wanting the Prince fawour, quhilk was caried by 
tham be the Bifchopes faction, and therwithall craftelie abbufit be thair iejn* 
yied frinds, they ar brought in effect to com in the will of the partie, wha 
decernes vpon thame all banifinent furthe of the town during thair will ; and 
Vpon twa in fpeciall, to wit, James Smithe, to whafe worthie praife I fpak 
befor, and Jhone Walwode, brother to the laid Mr Wilyeara, banifinent out 
of the countrey, vpon grait foumes of controuention and lure caution, By this 
malitius craftie deuys and convoy war thefe guid honeft men thus, wayes majft 
innocentlie and vniuftlie vexed and banifled out of the realme from thair 
wyffes and childring fax yeires, and at thair retourning wars haudlit, a? we 
fell heir in the awin place. Bot as the Bifchope, withe the reft of the mifrewl? 
ars of that town war the beginnars, fa I can nocht omit vnmeutioned a yen? 
hemus and malicius profecutor, whafe vn placable hatred and infatiable greidi? 
nes of thefe honeft mens gear was lie, as na kynd of dealling, credit, fawour, 
or requeift of men of all fortes, rankes, and degries within the countrey, em- 
ployed erneftlie for to brak and mitigat him, could purchas nor procure ony 
kynd of dres at his hand. This was Mr Jhone Arthour, ftubburnlie and dif- 
pytfullie refilling all reafone, for this fpeciall caufe for that the minifterg fa« 
worit tham, infpyrit but queftion be the fpreit contrar to Chryft and his mi? 
lifters. The pretext of his malice and auarice was, that as he wald affirm? 
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againft all the warld and treuthe itfelff, that James Smithe was the flayer of 
his brother, againft whom James haid never anie querrell, nor cam neir him 
that day ; hot was cleirlie fein and knawin to be a pair of buttes lainthe from 
Him when he was flaine ; and farder, fyve hounder law that onlie a porhe of 
a rapper, wharof he died, haiffing na kynd of ftroak or wound ma, and euerie 
man fpyed James fword that day to be a brad fword. Bot the treuthe was, 
James was ritche, honeft, and vpright, verteus in his calling, and the vther 
pure, debauchit, greidie, and neidie, and therwithall a lawer, attending on 
Seffion, and wating to mak his prey of the foumes of contrauention, quhilk 
war grait and large, or then thair aequiualent be compofition, for he kend they 
could nocht, nor wald nocht byde out of thair awin countrey. 

The mere pitie and indignation of my hart (as the cerchar of harts knaWes) 
maid me to indeuor what I could for the helpe and confort of that honeft man 
in fpecialL Lykas ther was na honeft or godlie man in the land wha ather 
knew hito or hard of him bot meined his ceas and moyenned for it as they 
might, bot na grace was to be fond at a graceles manes hand* 

About the middes of that yeir 1589, Francis, Erie of Bothewall, tuk vpe 
bands of men of weare, vnder the conduct of Coronell Hakerfton, vnder pre- 
tence to tak ordour with the Ylles, bot it preived in end a Spaniihe papifticall 
eourfe, as is difcouered in the buik of the execution of Fentrie. His Capteanes 
leading his men langs the coft fyde, opprefied and troublet the Townee therof, 
euill fauored be going and returning anes. The fecond tyme they enterit to . 
compas and vifit ower again, and cam to Kirkady, fending thair furriours and 
commiflars befor, to prepear for tham fum pices of armour and interteinment. 
Bot CareU, Anfter and Pittenweim, with affiftance of fum gentilmen of the 
countrey about, re&lued to refift and feght tham. The quhilk when I per- 
ceaved^ I maid haft to Court, and informed the King of the abbus and com* 
motion that was lyk to be, and purchafled Letters to difcharge the Capteanes 
£rom proceiding anie farther, and if they wald nocht, to warrand the fubiects 
to refift The Erie being Admirall, difcharges the bottes at Leithe from gif- 
fiBg me paflage ; bot taking iorney to the Queins ferrie, I cam with fie dili- 
gence as I could, bot or I cam, the Coronell, with his men of wear, war fean 
to tak the fteiple of St Monians on thair head, vtherwayes haid gottin fie 
wages peyed tham as wald haiff interteined tham all thair dayes. And yit 
infifting, they brak the apointment quhilk the Tutor of Pitcure (that notable 
Prouoft of Dondie,) maid betoix tham and the Towns, and cam ford wart to 
Pittenweim ; bot at my coming with the Kings difcharge to tham, and war- 

• 2a 
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rand to our Townes to refill in cais of difobedience, they war fean to reteire 
and leaue af . Sa it pleafed God to keipe from blod fchedding, and releiue our 
Townes of a grait feir and vexation. 

In the beginning of wintar, the King, accompanied with the Chancellar 
and certean vthers of his Counfall, with twa of the Minifterie, in verie fecret 
maner imbarkit, few knawing till he was away, and landit at Vpflaw in Nor* 
roway, efter mikle foull wather of a ftormie wintar, and from that trauelit 
be land to Denmark, throw manie woods and wildernes, in confermed froft 
and daw, and thair maried his Quein Anna, and maid guid cheir, and drank 
ftoutlie till the fpring tyme. At his departing he apointed Mr Robert Bruce 
to be on the Counfall, and recommendit the efteat of his countrey to him, 
and the minifterie in fpeciall, repofing, as he profeffit, vpon him and tham 
aboue all his nobles. And indeid he was nocht difapointed, for of the fa worn* 
of God thair was never a mair peaceble and quyet efteat of a countrey nor 
during that tyme of the Kings abfence : Sa that, whar befor or fen fyne, few 

. monethes, yea oukes, was ther without fum flauchter, ther was na fie thing 
during that tyme. 

Boduell cam then in publict, and of his awin accord maid his repentance 
befor Mr Robert Bruce in the Kirk of Edinbruche, for his licentius, diflblut 
lyff, and all his bypaft finnes, and promifed, be Gods grace, to kythe another 
man in tyme coming, &c. Bot it was a taking of Gods name in vean, and 

. publict abufing of himfelff and the Lords peiple ; and therfor the Lord curled 
him, for na thing fucceidit weill with him therefter. > 

• 
• • * 

1590. — In the fpring tyme of the yeir following, the Generall Aflemblie 
eonveined at Edinbruche. At quhilk diligent tryell being taken, it was fund* 
that na fteirage at all was in the countrey of Papifts, of theiffes, or anie trou~ 
belfome inordinat perfones. Wharof the breithring praifit God, and apointed/ 
efter the ordour that the Kirk of Edinbruche haid taken vpe, that thair fould be 
fafteing and moderat dyet vfit euerie fabathe till the Kings returning. The 
quhilk cuftom being found verie meit for the exerceife of the Sabathe, was 
keipit in Edinbruche in the houfles of the godlie continualie therefter. Sa that 
fparing thair gros and fumptuus dinners, they vfit nocht bot a difhe of brothe 
or fum litle recreation till night ; and that quhilk was lparit.was beftowit on* 
the pure. Boduell reforted to that Aflemblie, and keiping hous in the Abbay 
in the Kings awin houfles, he haid the Quein of Eingland be hir Ambaflator 
ordinar (Mr Robert Bowes wha ley at Edinbruche, a verie godlie man, and to 
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• 

his vttermaift lowing and cairfull of the peace and Weill of the twa realmes 
of Eingland and Scotland,) to be his commer, and Mr Robert Bruce, my 
vncle, and me, being Moderator of that Aflemblie, invited now and then to 
guid cheir, haiffing fum grait purpofe and to luik in hand ; bot he wes neuer 
lukkie nor honeft to God nor man. 

At this Aflemblie it was ordeanit, That all and euerie minifter that haid 
ma Kirks nor ane in cure fould demit the reft, and tak him till ane only* 
Alio that the Townes of Edinbfuche, Dondie, Stirling, and St Andros fould 
aggrie with fie as they thought meit for tham, and report againe to the Af- 
femblie for thair tranfportation. Vpon the quhilk I wes erneftlie delt with 
be all the faids Townes ; bot the loiie of my awin flok and Prefbyterie, and 
vicinitie of my vncle in St Andros, permitted me nocht tb condifcend vnto 
tham. For this my parochiners aggreit amangs thamielu& to big me a hous ; 
bot being vndertaken, as it comes of comoun warkes, it fealit. Therfor my 
God and heavinlie father, the giffar and pronyder for me of all guid things, 
put in my hart to tak the wark in hand myfelf ; and, albeit I haid nocht four- 
tie pound in readie money, yit furnefit all things fo ftranglie to me, that 
annes begoun, it ley neuer a day till it was compleit, God haiffing fum con- 
fort to minifter to his awin Servants therby from tyme to tyme therefter. 
It was begun the 5 of Junij, and endit with October following 1590. 

In the yeir 1590, the fang, accompanied with his Quein, cam hame the firft 
of May, to the grait ioy and contentment of all the countrey. Diuers prac- 
tefies of witchcraft and deuilrie was againft him, as he was certified of ther- 
efter, bot the mercifull and mightie hand of God watched ower him, and pre- 
ferued him at the erneft prayers of his fathfull fervands the minifters, whom 
then he acknawlagit to be his maift fathfull freinds. Within a monethe or 
f wa efter his retourn was keipit a maift folemne action and magnrfic of the 
Queins Coronation, and entres in Edinbruche. At the quhilk my vncle, Mr 
Andro, in fawdur of the Ambafiatours fent from diuers Duces and Princes of 
Almanie and Flanders, maid and pronuncit an Oration in vers to the grait 
admiration of the heirars and thair exceiding idy and contentment, namlie of 
bathe thair Maiefties. The King gaiff him grait thankes, faying, he haid fa 
honored him and his countrey that day, that he could never requyt him, and 
therefter wald infill farder, and command him to giff the fam to the printar, 
that with diligence it might be exped, for ther was nan of the AmbaflTadours 
bot haid maid him requeift for that effect And indeid this was the wark of 
God to haifF his awin fervand honored, for Mr Andfo haid nocht bein warnit 
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to this Coronation in anie convenient tyme, and haid na thing' preparit bot 
He as cam in his meditation a night or twa, anent the right way of rewling 
and goverment, the quhilk he vtterit with a meruelus dexteritie and grace. 
And, at the Kings comand, the morn efter the pronuncing, gaiff it to the 
printar, with an epigram of dedication to the King, and intitulat the ZnpcmoTuor. 
The copies of it pad throw all Europe, and was mikle efteimed of be the 
lernit. Jofephus Scaliger wrait to him congratulating, and faid, " Nos talia 
non pofiumus." Lipfius reiding it faid, " Reuera Andreas Meluinus eft ferio 
doctus." Be the quhilk occafion, as often befor and fen fyne, all the lerned 
in a maner lamented that he wald nocht fet himfelff to wryt, quhilk was mi- 
kle meined to him be all his frinds, bot he faid, that God haid callit him to 
yfe his toung and viue voice yit ; when he fand the calling and warrand for 
the pen, quhilk God wald giff if he thoucht it guid, he fould do therefter. 

The apointed ordiriar Generall Aflemblie was keipe at Edinbruche in Au- 
guil, at the quhilk it behoued me to mak the exhortation. I cam to the King- 
orn the night befor, and imbarking with certean breithring, we cam within a 
myle and les to Leithe, bot a contrarie wind coming iuft in our teithe when 
we haid vfit all meanes be burding and rowing, we war compellit to go bak 
againe, with a foull fchoure, and landit at Brintyland, whar na hors war to 
be gottin, and being pad fax hours at evin, I was to enter in iorney on my 
feit to go about, when God refpecting his awin wark, fend the wound in the 
waft with a pleafand fear night ; and fa finding be the fam Prouidence a lytle 
fchollab, repofing on him whafe turn was in hand, we tuk the fie, and gat 
verie fear pafiage and cam to Edinbruche euen as nyne of the night ftrak, ob- 
teining of Gods mercie that nights repofe, quhilk I luiked nocht for, to inable 
me for the mornes action. * 

' It fall nocht be impertinent to remember fum poincts of the doctrine vtter- 
ed at that tyme vpon the 1 Thefe. v, ver. 12, 18. 

The text being foumed and opened vpe, thir heades war infifted into :— 
Firft, anent the weght of the charge of the minifterie; nixt, anent the ho- 
nour therof ; thridlie, whow neidfull voute<na, rebuk or admonition, was in the 
Kirk and amangs breithring.' Vpon this laft head, occafion was takin to fpeak 
at lainthe of difciplin, quhilk. alfo at mair lainthe I thought pertinent heir 
till infert, becaufe the courfe of the cheiff mater of this Storie rinnes vpon 
that. 

Firft, That difcipline was maift necefiar in the Kirk, feing without the fam- 
ing, Chryfts Kingdome could nocht ftand. For vnles the Word and Sacraments 
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war keipit in finceritie, and rightlie vfit and practefit be direction of the dif- 
cipline, they wald foone be corrupted. And therfor certean it was, that with- 
out fum difcipline na Kirk, without trew difcipline, na rightlie reformed Kirk, 
and without the right and perfyt difcipline, na right and perfyt Kirk,* This 
was cleiriie declarit be the exemples of a Republict and Citie, and of artes of 
warfear and paftorage. The Storie of the giffing» beginning, continowing, 
brak and reftoring againe of the trew difcipline within the Kirk of Scotland 
was recompted and callit to rememberance ; and thervpon exhortation giffen 
to dell with his Maieftie in raaift graue and inftant raaner, That his Maief* 
tie wald fchaw that taken of trew thankfulnes to God for the grait benefit of 
•his faiff preferuation and retourning with his Quein from Denmark, as to re- 
fchinde and abolifhe obfcure and dangerus lawes maid in preiudice of the dif- 
cipline and libertie of Chryfts Kingdome within this realme, haiffing fund in 
guid experience in his abfence, as alwayes befor, the guid will, fidelitie, loue 
and cear of the minifterie as of thair God, and Chryft Jefus his king, be him 
anointed and fett over all, whale caufe this was quhilk he haid put in the 
hands of his pure fervants, &c. 

Alfo the haill breithring war erneftlie exhorted to ftudie the difcipline dili- 
gentlie, and practife it cearfullie, that they might be able at all occafiones to 
Rand in defence therof, as it hes bein of Gods grait fawour with the treuthe 
of the doctrine fett doun out of the Word of God ; and the practife of the lam 
-ftind maift halfome and profitable within the Kirk of Scotland. And that at 
this tyme, for thrie caufies namlie ; firft, becaufe of the efteat of the godlie, 
guid, and zealus breithring in England, our nibour Kirk, ftanding for the 
treuthe therof, and fearlie fuffering for the 1km. Secondlie, becaufe thefe 
Amaziafes belligod bifchopes in England, be all moyen, yea and money, war 
feikand conformitie of our realme with thairs till invert and pervert our Kirk, 
as did Achaz and Vrias with the King and Altar of Damafcus. Thridlie, 
becaufe we haid lurking within our awin bowelles a poifonable and venne- 
thus Pfyllus, a warlbw I warrand yow, la empoifoned be the vennome of that 
anld ferpent, and fit altered in his fubftance and naturall, that the deadlie poi- 
fime of the vipere is his familiar fuid and nuriture, to wit, lies, falfhode, ma* 
lice and knauerie, wha hes bein lurking a lang tyme hatching a cocatrice eagg, 
and la fynlie inftructed to handle the whifiall of that auld inchantar, that na 

* At this the Einglifhe Ambaflatour being prefent, ft«rred, and conferrit with me thercfter at 
laimbe, whom I iktiafeit. 



190 MR JAMES MELVILL'S DIARY. 1590. 

Pfyllus, Circe, Medea, or Pharmaceutrie could euer haiff done better. This is 
Patrik Adamfone, fals bifchope of St Andros, wha at this tyme was in making 
of a buik againft our difcipline, quhilk he intytles Pfyllus, and dedicates to 
the King, the epiftle dedicatorie wharof is in my hand, wharin he fchawes his 
purpofe to be, to fouk out the poifone of the difcipline of the Kirk of Scot* 
land, as the Pfylli a vennemus peiple in Afric foukes out the vennom of the 
wounds of fie as ar ftangit with ferpents. But I truft in God (faid I) he fall 
proue the foole als madlie as did thefe fillie Pfyllies, of whom Herodot in his 
Melpomene wryttes, that they perifhed altogidder in this maner : When the 
South wound haid dryed vpe all thair conferuars and cifterns of water, they 
tuk counfall all in a mynd to ga againft it in armes for advengementt, but com- 
ing amang the deferts and # dry fandes, the wound blew hichlie and owerwhelmde 
thame with land, and deftroyed tham euerie man. Sa I dout nocht fall 
come of this obftinat, malitius foolle* whilas he intends nocht onlie to ftope 
the breathe of Gods mouthe, bot alio to be advengit vpon it, becaufe it hes 
ftrukken him fa, that he is blafted therwith and dryed vpe, and maid voide of 
all fape and moifture of heavinlie lyff. But alas ! my breithring, (laid I,) giff 
yie wald do that quhilk I think yie bathe might and fould do at this tyme, to 
wit, to ratefie and approue that fentence of excommunication maift iuftlie and 
ordourlie pronuncit againft that vennemus enemie of Chryfts Kirigdome, as I 
am aflurit it is ratefeit in the heavines, as cleirlie may appeir be the effects 
therof, na les then in the dayes of Ambrofe, when Sathan fenfiblie poflefit fie 
as war delyverit to him be excommunication, he wald feill better his raifera* 
ble folie, and be woun againe to Chryft if he be of the number of the elect* 
The quhilk, if yie do nocht, my breithring, by a foar experience nocht lang 
fyne paft befor, I may foretell yow a thing to come, giff God in mercie for his 
Chryfts feak ftey it nocht ; that yie will find and feill yit mair pernitiuflie the 
referued poifone of that Pfyllus in brangling the difcipline of the Kirk* an& 
puniffing of our vndewtifull negligence. 

An vther poinct of the doctrine then vttered I hald it nocht vnprofitable 
heir to infert, becaufe of the neceffitie therof yit abyding vnamendit. Thur 
was anent the dewtie of the flockes to thair paftors and watchmen. The 
flocks aught to loue their paftors deirlie be this text and vther of Holie Scrip* 
ture ; they aught to prouyde for tham all things neidfull and confortable for 
this lyff, and to giff tham that honour quhilk aperteines to the ambaflatours 
of Chryft. God biddes thee honour him in the minifterie of his worfchiping, 
and thy faluation with the beft of thy fubftance ; and giff thow do nocht this 
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way acknawlage the awnar of all thy lubftance and giffar therof, thow art 
hot an vnthankfull theiff, and nocht a lawfull proffeflbr therof with guid con-, 
fcience, and at that day of Gods iuftice court, thow fall heir the dome and 
feill the punifinent of a theiff, if thow prevent nocht be repentance. 
• But heir our flockes excufes thamfelues, laying, Our teinds ar riguruflie 
exacted and taken vpe from ws, therfor this btfrding lyes vpon tham that 
gettes the teinds, &c. Anfwer, If men pitie thair awin faulles, it is na ex- 
cufe for tham ; for giff they war neuer fa fear fpulyied and oppfefled, wald 
they want the neceffar fuid of the body, and reyment thairof, la lang as they 
haid anie thing left, yea or could beg or borrow ? Na : They wald vfe the 
reddieft for the prefent neceffitie, and preafe to remead the opprefiion and 
wrang, by what meanes they could. And why will they nocht vfe the lyk 
for the fude and reyment of the laull and inwart man ? Is it warfe then the 
bodie ? Is it nocht to be ceared for ? Or is ther nocht a faull, a heavine, a 
hell, a God, a Deuill ? Na, I am fure my breithring, if this doctrine foundit 
often in publict and privat amangs the pure famifing faulles in this land, a 
guid number at leaft wald be walkned and moued to feik pallors on thair 
awin charges * I fpeik be guid experience, I thank God for it : Tak peanes 
and diftruft nocht God, he will work and bring furthe fum guid effect. I 
neuer law yit a piece of fathfull peanes taken vprightlie for the honour of 
God, and faluation of pure faulles. bot it fand a blefling and fucces worthie of 
ill, and it haid bein ten tymes mair. Nather yit, euer knew I in Scotland a 
man of guid confidence, that durft in confidence come to the fchaking af of the 
dull of his feit againft anie town or congregation. And for my awin pairt, 
I fand euer the fault mair in the .peanes of the pallor, nor the purs of the 
peiple if they haid it. Yea, can it be poffible that a man fall gean or fbrdar 
a faull to Chryll and the lyff euerlafting, and nocht receaue of his purs and: 
things of this lyff as he may fpear, and it war to fpeare it on himfelff ? Na, 
nocht poffible, for a thankfull hart getting mon giff againe ; and if nocht 
thankf ull, na Chriftian ; and winning the mans hart and laull to Chryll and 
thie, the man himfelff, and what he hes, mon be at thy command in Chryll. * 
O bot they will lay, Sail the facrilegius then pas frie, and bruik the 
teinds ? Na, nocht la : Bot let the flocks and pallours ioyne togidder, and cry. 



* Nota. That nocht withflanding of the ordinance of the laft Aflemblie, men war leathe to qnyt 
the multitod of Kirks, faying ther wald na ftipends be gottin to Kirks, and men could nocht enter 
4* charges without ftipenda. 
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and craue at the King, Counfall, and Efteattes, and be bot als erneft in that 
mater concerning the fervice of God, and the weill of thair awin failles, as 
gentilmen and vthers ar in things twitching thair heritage, honour, and vther 
ciuill or criminall actiones, and I will warrand they fall com fpeid. For whow 
ather could they, or durft they, be refufed in fa reafonable a petition, &c 
Bot what is the kirks dewtie in this ceas ? That we leaue na thing mdone 
that Chryft hes put in our hands, and requyres of wb, according to our office 
in the rewling of his Kirk and Kingdome. Ar we the trew Kirk ? Ar we 
the lawfull Minifterie ? Haiff we the authoritie and powar of his fchapter ? 
Haiff we that fyre that deuores the aduerlar, and that hammer that braks the 
rokkes ? Yea, and haiff we nocht that fcharpe twa eagit fword ? or is it 
fcharpe and drawin onlie againft the pure and mean annes, and nocht potent 
in God for owerthrawing of hauldes, for doing vengeance vpon haill nationes, 
cheftefing of peiples, yea binding of kings in channes, and the maifl honoura- 
ble princes in fetters of yron, to execut vpon tham the judgment wryttin ? 
And finalie, is thair exception ather of perfones or finnes hefor the iudgment 
feat of Chryft ? or fall his fword or cenfour ftrik vpon the pure adulterar or 
fornicator being contumax, and ly in the fcabart rufting from the facrileghis, 
fuffering tham to go on contemptiuflie obftinat ? Na, na ! deir breithring, I 
man vtter the advys that God hes put in my hart, fubmitting alwayes my 
fpreit to the prophettes. 

Firft, I wald the Kings Maieftie fould be traueled withe for his fawour and 
concurrence, wha is neir als far hurt in this mater as the Kirk is. We haiff 
his will ; we haiff his promife ; we haiff manifold exemples and reafones to 
ley befor him. We, and the graitteft and beft number of our flockes, haiff 
bein, ar, and mon be, his beft; fubiects, his ftrynthe, his honour. A guid mi- 
nifter (I fpeak it nocht arrogantlie, bot according to the treuthe,) may do hit?? 
mair guid fervice in a houre, nor manie of his fecrilegius courteours in a 
yeir, &c. 

Nixt, I wald wis that from this prefent Aflemblie, war directed to the chdff 
facrilegius perfones in all the fchyres of this Realme, chofin men of godlie 
grauitie and authoritie, full of the Holie Gboft, till inftruct, admonife, and 
charge tham in the name of God, and of his fone Chryft Jefus till amend but 
deley, &c. 

Laft, that a frequent and honourable Aflemblie war keipit, affifted be the 
Kings awin prefence in perfone, folemnlie fanctified with the exerceis of fad- 
ing and humiliation, with a guid number of gentilmen and burgefles* directed 
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in commiffion from euerie paroche and brouche thervnto : Befor the quhilk 
certean of the fpecialles of thele facrilegius perfones might be callit and com- 
pelling, inquyrit if they war of Chryft, and of the trew members of his Kirk 
or nocht. If they anfwered they war, then let them teftifie it be heiring of 
his voice and the voice of his Kirk. If nocht, let be fchawin tham that Chryft 
commands to hald tham as Publicanes and Ethniks, 

O then, me thinks I heir fum crying, Will ye excommunicat tham ? That 
Will breid a grait fchifine and vproare ; they are the cheiff that faught for 
relligion ; yie will ryde with a thine court if yie want tham. Soft, I pray yow, 
and heir reafone. I wald afk tham wither it war the nam or the mater of 
excommunication that they abhorrit and fearde. Giff it be the mater, ar they 
ignorant of that quhilk is fa aft dung in thair heides, to wit, that ipfo facto 
befor God they ar excommunicat, fa lang as indurdlie againft thair confcience 
they ly vnder the curs of that execrable facrilage ? And as for the effects and 
inconvenients alleadgit, I afk onlie if this be that dewtie that God bids ws do, 
and requyres of ws conforme to our office ? When anie abyds in finne wherby 
God is difhonorit, the Kirk hurt and fklanderit, and the perfones felff indan* 
gerit of condemnation, can the paftors be anfwerable for the difbharge of thair 
dewtie, except they deall with that perfone be all the meanes that God pre* 
fcryvit to thair calling, wharof the fpeciall ar the word and difcipline ? And 
if it be our dewtie, what haiff we mair to do bot to obey and do it, leaving to 
God the effects, quhilk ar in his hand alleanerlie ? 

And yit to anfiver by guid appeirance, this mater fall proceide fa fearlie 
and cleirlie, that nan can repung therto, except they will planlie ganftand (rod, 
the Kirk, the King, and all guid reafone, and fa doing wilbe fa weak, that 
they may be eafilie owercom. As to thair number, it is na thing in refpect 
of the multitude of pure faulles that wants thair fpirituall fuid, and are op* 
prefled in thair teinds, and of the number of guid men that fean wald for 
reformation. As for thair feghting for relligion, fa did facrilegius Achan for 
the inheritance of Canaan, Saull for Ifraell, Joab and the fonnes of Seruia for 
the kingdome of Dauid ; bot they war nocht approued of God. It is nocht 
the feghtar that is commendit and allowit, but he that feghtes rightlie and 
lawfullie. The praife of planting of relligion in this land apperteines to the 
Lord of Hoftes alleanerlie, and when euer they boft of that, they fall in a 
dowftle and hichar degrie of facrilage, arrogating to tham the glorie of God, 
and that maift falflie, nocht being fa mikle as Gods guid inftrument, 
- jPbr jf.they refufe that quhilk we crane, they declar euidentlie they faught 

2B 
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never for God nor relligion, bot for the kirk gear, to difttirbe the pofleflburt 
therof that they might invade the fam ; they faught neuer againft the Papifta> 
bot againft the Titulars df the Teinds and rents of the Kirk ; they fett nocht 
thamfelues to hauld out Jefuiftes, bot the fuddarts that darned right to Chryfts 
cott ; they wald nocht rut out the feminarie preifts, bot the feid of the Kirk, 
guid lerning, and all relligion. Sa that if God, if Chryft, if relligion, if minifc 
terie, falbe reclamers of the Teinds and Kirk gear againe, they fall at an in* 
ilant becom to tham, Satan, Anti Chryft, Papiftrie, and Jefuittes. And now 
if it falbe the number of fie that fell mak out our number, war it nocht better 
to be few ? or fie courteours to fett out our court, war it nocht better to be 
courtles ? 

Wharfor, deir breithring, (faid I) to be fchort, and conclud my opinion, that 
it may receaue ather your approbation or cenfure, my exhortation is, that we 
be cearfull till vnderftand our dewtie, and what command we haiff of God in 
this poinct, and weying it rightlie, that we be about cairfuIUe to put it in 
practice, leaving to God the euent and effect, repofing our&hies, what euer fall 
out, vpon the warrand of his will, and the teftamonie of a found and vpright 
confeience. Let ws nocht fay with the flugart, * Ther is a lyon in the way ;" 
nor for feir of ftormie wound or wather leaue af to law and fchear the Lords 
land. Gif Chryft and his Apoftles haid fa done, the Gofpell haid neuer bein 
preatched. And if thefe noble inftruments fteired vpe in this laft age, even 
in this countrey, haid been fa terrified, we haid neuer enioyed this libertie and 
fruict therof. Let ws be then incuragit in the ftrainthe of our almightie God, 
and in the authoritie of his hie calling ; and the mair that facrilegius auarice 
carie men away from God and relligion, let ws the mair erneftlie feik efter 
him, and procure the weill and confort of the faulles concredit to ws. And 
without queftion we falbe terrible to whatfumeuer enemie and contrarie 
powar, and fall want na guid thing. We fall feid fweltlier and better on a 
difhe of pottage, nor they on thair kinglie fear, ferving an God trewlie, and 
ftryving with our Chryft againft the vnthankfull warld. It was God, euen 
our God, wha almoft by all meanes begoud the wark meruelouflie, and na les 
meruelouflie by all meannes hes continowed it in defpyt of all contrarie craft 
and powar ; and the fam, our guid God in the fam fort will croun and end it 
That all praife therof haillelie may be his, to whom be it for euer. Amen. 

This doctrine and advys was weill lyked and approuit of all, bot was nocht 
thought expedient to be practifed at that tyme be the wefdome of the politifc 
and waddlie wyfe. And ficlyk concerning the bifchope, whom they percpa- 
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tU to be falHn alreadie gif he war lettin alean; bot if he war put at, the King 
wald tak his part, thinking it was for his caufe he war put at Onlie this was 
concludit, That euerie minifter fould haiff a copie of the Book of Difcipline 
and perufe it ; and euerie Prefbyterie fould caufe thair haill members fhb- 
feryve the lam, and the refufars to be excommunicato purpofing therby to 
Other caufe the Bdfchope fubfcry ve the lam, or then to be of new excommuni- 
cat : Bot God wrought that mater better. 

The Bifirhope being a man that delt deceatfullie with all, and neuer dif- 
dtargit fit mikle as a ciuill dewtie according to the lawes, repofing vpon the 
Kings fewour, at laft the King was la fafchit with complents of all fortes of 
men vpon him, that he was la often denuncit to the. Horn, and la lang lying 
Mgiftrat therat, and vnderftandiag tberwith that he was infamus and euill 
loued be all men, he was efchamed of him and cuft him af ; and fordar difpo-* 
nit his lyffrent to the Due of Lennox, with the temporalitie of the bifchoprik, 
wfeerby the miftraUe bifchope fell in extream pouertie, and therwithall in a 
heauie difeafe of body and mynd. Bot he haid fimulat fa often feiknes that 
qan beleiuejl him till he was brought till fie neceffitie that he was compellit to 
wrait to Mr Ambra, my vnck, mak confeffion of his offences againft God and 
him, and crane his helpe ; wha, but fordar, vifited him, and fupported him fa, 
that the fpace of diners monethes he leiued on his purfe. At laft he befought 
him to get him fum collection of the breithring in the Town, and for thair 
fetiflactian promifed to prelent the pulpit and mak publict confeffion. Bot 
whither he feniyit excufes, or that it was fa indeid that God wald nocht per- 
mit him, I knaw nocht, bot he haid neuer that grace to prefent the pulpit 
againe. In the end of that wintar he fend to the Prefbyterie, and maid hum- 
ble futt to be relaxed from excommunication ; and the breithring, douting wi- 
ther it was that he felt the dint therof in effect vpon his confeience, or to be 
a mean to infinuat him in the breithrings pitie, to gett wharby to fuftein him, 
fend Mr Andro Moncreiff, of guid memorie, and me, with fum others to try 
him. We fand him in a miferable efteat, and whowfbne he marked me, he 
phikked af the thing on his head, and cryed, " Forgiff, forgiff, me for Gods 
leak, guid Mr James, for I haiff offendit, and don wrang to yow manie wayes." 
I fchawing him his fine againft Chryft and his Kirk, exhorted him to vn- 
feiniyit repentance, and therwith conforted him in the mercie of God, and for- 
gaiff him with all my hart. Then proponing to him anent his excommunica- 
tion, giff he acknawlagit it lawfullie done, and felt the force of it in his con- 
he interrupted me, and cryed pitiouflie out in thefe words : "Loufe 
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me for Chryft leak," dyvers tymes ower and ower. The quhilk when we xe+ 
ported to the breithring, with prayer and thankfgiffing he was relaxit. 

1591.— -At the Provinciall Affemblie conveined in St Andros the 6 of 
Apryll 1591, Mr Jhone Caldcleuche prefented in his name, to the Affemblie, 
certean Articles of Recantation, wryttin in Latine. The quhilk being red, the 
Affemblie directs Mr Andro Meluill, (choline that yeir Rector of the Vniuer* 
fitie in the roura of Mr James Wilkie, latlie departed, a guid, godlie, honeft 
man,) Mr Robert Wilkie, Dauid Fergufone, and Mr Nicol Dalglaifhe, to the 
faid Mr Patrik Adamfone, bifchope, to craue of him, in the name of the Af- 
femblie, a mair cleir and ample recantation, and that in vulgare langage, that 
all might underftand the fam. The laid Bifchope fendes the lam fubfcryuit 
with his awin hand as efter followes : 

77* Recantation 0/ P. Sard Androfe, direct to the Synod convenit at St A*a\ 6 of Jpr. 1591. 

Breithring, being troublet with feiknes, that I might giff confeffion of that doctrine wherin I 
hope that God fall call me, and that at his pleafour, I aught depart in an vnitie of Chriftian fathe, 
I thought guid to vtter the faming to your Worfchtpe, and lykwyfe to crane your godlie Woiv 
fchips afliilance, nocht for the reftitution of anie warldlie pompe or preeminence, quhilk I lytle 
refpect, as to remoue from me the flclanders quhilk ar reafit in this countrie concerning the varie- 
tie of doctrin, fpecialie vpon my part, wherin I proteft befor God, that I baiff onlie a fingle refpect. 
to his glorie, and be his grace I fall abyde herin vnto my lyres end. 

Firft, I confes the trew doctrine and Chriilan relligion to be teatcbed and rightlie annundt with* 
in this realme, and deteafts all papiftrie and fuperftition, lyk as, bleffed be God, I baiff detefted 
the fam in my hart the fpace of threttie yeirs, fen it pleafed God to giff me the knawlage of the 
treuthe, wharin I haiff walkit vprigbtlie, alfweill heir as in vtber Countries, as the Lord beares me 
record, vnto thir laft dayes, wherin, partlie for ambition and yean glore to be preferit to my breith- 
ring, and partlie for couetousnes, I haiff pofleffit greidelie the pelff of the Kirk, I did mdertak this 
office of Bifchoprik, wherwith iuftlie the finceireft profeflburs of the Word hes land fault, and bee 
condemnit the faming as impertinent to die office of a finceir paftor of Gods Word* And albeit 
men wald cullor the faming and iroperfectiones therof be diners clokes, yit the fam can nocht be 
concilit from the fpirituall eis of the fathfull, nather yit can the men of God, when they ar put to 
thair confcience difiemble the fam. 

Nixt, I confes I was in an eroneus opinion, that I beleiuit the government of the Kirk to be lyk 
the Kingdomes of the ertbe, plean contrar to the commandiment of our Maifter Chryft, and tbe 
monarcbe wherwith the Kirk is governit, nocht to be onlie in the perfone of our Saviour Chryft 
(as it is,) bot in the Minifters wha ar na thing but vaflaUes, and vnder him in an aequallitie amang* 
thamfelues. 

r 

Thridlie, That I maried the Erie of Huntlie contrar to the Kirks command without tbe confeffion 

of his fathe, and profeffion of the finceir doctrine of the Word, I repent and cranes God pardone. 

That I trauelit, bathe be reafoning and vtherwayes, to fubiect the Kirkmen vnto the King* or* 
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dnmnce in thing* that aperteioes to ecdefiaftik maters, and things of confidence, I aft God mercie, 
wharrpoil grait enonnitiea hee fallen rorthe in this Conntrey. 

That I belieued and fa teachit, the Prelbyteries to he a foolilhe invention, and wauld haiff it fa 
efteimed or all men, qnhilk is an ordinance of Chryft, I crane God mercie. 

Forder, I fohmit myfelff to the mercie of God and the indgment of the Affemblie, nocht mift 
Airing my offence* he my awin felff, nor infirmitiea of my awin ingyne, hot to the gnid indgment 
of the Kirk, to the qnhilk alwayea I fubmit myfelff^ and hefeika yow to mak interceffion to God 
for me, and to the Kings Maieftie, that I may haiff fum moyen to line, and confame the reft of this 
my wretched tyme, for whafe canfe and fawonr I committed all thir errors, and God hea infllie 
recompenfed me in his htdgments. 

And wharaa I am hnrdenit to haiff bein the fettar fnrthe of the bnik called the Kings Declara* 
tion, wherin the haill ordonr of the Kirk is condemnit and tradocit, I proteft befor God that I 
was fa commandift to wrah be the Chancellar for the tyme, bot cheiflie be the Secretar, wba him- 
felff pennit the fecond Act of Parliament concerning the powar and anthoritie of Jndicatonr to be 
abfolntlie in the Kings powar, and that it fonld nocht be leifome to anie fnbiect to reclame from 
die faming vnder the penaltie of the Actes, qnhilk I fnppofe was treafone. 

Item, Whar it is alleagit that I fonld baiff condemmit the doctrine announced and teatched be 
the Minifters of Edmbrnche, to haiff alio wit onlie concerning obedience to the Prince my doctrine, 
I confea and proteftea befor God, that I nener vnderftud nor knew anie thing bot finceritie and vp- 
rightnes in the doctrine of the minifters of Edinbrnche in that poinrt nor na Yther. 

Fordar, I confes that I was author of the Act difcharging the Minifters ftipends, that did nocht 
fnbfcryre the Actes of Parliament ; wherwith God hea infllie recompenced myfelff. 

The premifies and diners vther poincts conteined in the Buik of the Affem- 
blie war dyted be Mr Patrik Adamfone, and wrytten at his command be his 
fervant Mr Samuel Cunninghame, and fubfcryvit with his awin hand, befor 
thir witnes, directed to him from the Synodall, becaufe of his inabilitie of body 
till repear to the Affemblie, James Monipennie, fear of Pitmillie, Andro Wod 
of Streawithie, Dauid Murray, portionar of Ardet, Mr Dauid Rufiall, bailyie 
pf St Andros, Mr Wilyeam Murray, Minifter at Dyfart, with vthers diuers. 

This man haid manie grait giftes, bot fpecialle excellit in the toung and 
pen ; and yit for abbufing of the fain againft Chryft, all vfe of bathe the ane 
ind vther was taMn from him, when he was in graitteft miferie and haid 
maift neid of tham. In the latter end of his lyff his neireft frinds was na con- 
jfort to him, and his fuppofed graitteft enemies, to whom indeid he offerit 
graitteft occafion of enmitie, was his onlie frinds, and ceafed nocht to recom- 
pence guid for euill, namlie my vncle Mr Andro, but fand fmall takings of 
anie fpiritual confort in him, quhilk fpecialie he wald haiff wiffit to haiff fein 
at his end. 

Thus God delyverit his Kirk of a maift dangerus enemie, wha, if he haid 
bein endowit bot withe a comoun ciuill piece of honeftie in his delling and 
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conuerfation, he haid ma meanes to haiff wrought mifcheiff in a Kirk or Conn- 
trey nor anie I haiff knawin or hard of in our Yland. 

Mr Dauid Blak, a man mightie in doctrine and of lingular fidelitie and dili- 
gence in the minifterie, haid be the cairfull procurment of my vncle at the 
Generall Aflemblie, bein apointed Minifter of St Andros, Mr Robert Wilkie 
taking him to a part therof within the Collage of St Lenords, as maift aggrie- 
able with his naturall and giftes. He attendit maift charitable vpon the Bi- 
fchope, furnefing him confort bathe for bodie and faull, to whom the bifchope 
promifit diners dayes to com to the pulpit, and fuppleing his roum to mak 
publict confeffion ; bot lb often was Mr Dauid difapointed and maid to occu- 
pie his awin roum with the les preparation. He crauit of his Wyff, and tham 
that wated on him, that in anie ceas he fould be aduertifed of the tyme when 
they faw him weakeft, for Mr Dauid wald haiff fellon fean fein fum confort- 
able mark of Gods Spreit working with him ; bot being warnit, came and fend 
him as he leivit fenfles of fpirituall fanctification fa to die, therfor comend- 
isg him to the mercie and guid pleafour of God with a heavie hart departed. 

That yeir alio Boduell loft the Kings fawour, the quhilk being exceffiuelie 
indulgent towards him diuers yeirs, turned at laft in implacable hatred. He 
maid manie attempts for furpryfing of the Kings persone, quhilk was the 
caufe of manie pitifull executiones, wharof a number I law with my eis, as 
tragicall fpectacles in the theater of this miferie of mans lyff. But things 
done be forme of Juftice haid with tham ioyned fum confortable confideration* 
but the murdour done of the Erie of Murray at Dinnibirfall be the Erie of 
Hountlie on fear day light, the King luiking on it with forthought, fellon 
hamfukin and ' treafone vnder tryft, maift crewalie with fyre and fworde, yit 
mightelie cryes and importunes the ear of the righteus inquyrar and revengar 
of bloode. 



1592, — The aw of Bodualls remeaning alwayes within the Countrey, and 
often tymes hard about the Court, togidder with the horrour of the deid of Din- 
nibirfall, quhilk the vnburied corps lyand in the Kirk of Leithe, maid to be 
nocht onlie vnburied amangs the peiple, but be comoun rymes and fangs 
keipit in recent deteftation, alfinikle as the publict threatning of Gods iudg^ 
ments therupon from pulpites, obteined (at the Parliament hauldin at Edin- 
bruche in the monethe of Junie 1592, for better expeding of the forfaultrie of 
Boduall), by our expectation that quhilk haid coft ws milde pean in vean 
monie yeirs befor, to wit, the Ratification of the libertie of the trew 
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Generall and Synodall Aflemblies,. of Preflbyteries, — of Difcipline; the tennor 
-wharof, becaufe it is the fpeciall euident of our difcipline amangB ciuill men, 
and for that it coft me a piece of peanes, I could uocht hot heir inregiftrat* 

The Ratification of the Ltbertk of the trew Kirk; (/Generally Synodall Afjbnblies, Fr e sb y ter ie * 
and Difcipline; and Lowes in the contrar abrogat : Part Junie, 1592. 

Our Soveraine Lord and Eftaites of this prefent Parliament, following the lovable tad god* 
example ef their predeceflovrs, hes ratified and approved, and be the tenovr of this prefent Act ra- 
tine* and appronea all liberties, privileges, imnranitiea and freidomes whatfvmever ginen and grant- 
ed he hk Hienes, his Regents in bis name, or ante of his pradeeeflbvrs, to the trew and halie Kirk, 
snvfatfe dlaklifliri 

tweotae day of October, in the yeir of God, a thowfhnd fyre bonndbethe throefoore nyntein yeirs; 
and aH and whatfsnvever Actes of Parliament and flatntee maid of befor be his Hienes and his 
Regents, anent the Hbertie and freidome of the faid Kirk: And fpecialie the firft Act of Parlia* 
hahtin at Edinbrache the twentie four day of October, the yeir of God, a thowfand fyre 
fovrfeore ane yeirs, with the haiO particular Actes there mentioned, qnhilk falbe als fnf- 
finevt as gif the fam war have exprefled; and all rther Acts of Parliament maid fenfine in fawovr 
*f the trew Kirk : And ficfike ratifies and approves the Generall Aflemblies apointed be the faid 
Kirk, and declares that it falbe lawfull to the Kirk and Miniftera, eoerie yeir at the leaft and after 
pro re nata, as accafion and neceffi tie fall reqoyre, to held and keipe Generall Aflemblies ; pro* 
rydmg that the Kings Maieftie or bis Commiffionars with them to be apointed be his Hienes be 
posfent at ilk General! Aflembhe, befor the diiblnmg therof, aominat and apoint, tyme and place, 
whan and whare the nixt Generall AflemMie falbe haldto ; and in cafe nather his Makftie nor his 
mid Commiffionars beis prefent for the tyme in that town whare the mid Generall Aflemblie beis 
hsMin, then and in that cafe it falbe leifnm to the faid Generall Aflemblie be thamfehies to no- 
minat and appoint tyme and place, whare the nixt Generall Aflemblie of the Kirk falbe keipit and 
haUeo, as they have bein in rfe to do thir tymes bypaft. And ak ratefies and appreiaes the 
Synodallor Prorincisll aflemblies to behaUKn be the faid Kirk and mmifters twyfb ilk yeir as they 
have bein and ar prefentlie in rfe to do within enerie province of this Realme, 

And als ratefies and appreiaes the Prefbyteries and particular Seffions apointed be the faid Kirk, 
with the haifl ivrifdiction and difcipline of the fam Kirk aggreit vpon be his Maieftie in conference 
hsid be his Hienes with certean of the minifters conveined to that effect : Of the qvhQk articles 
the tenor followes^—Maters to be intreated in Provinciall Aflemblies : Thir aflemblies are con* 
fUtvt for weghtie maters, neoeflar to be intreated be mvtvall confent and afBftance of breithrmg 
within the province as neid reqoyrea. Thir aflemblies has power to handle, ordonr, and redres all 
things omitted or done amifs in the particular Aflemblies. It has powar to depofe the office 
bearers of that province, for gvde and ivft canfe deferring deprivation : And generalie thir aflem- 
Mee hen the haill powar of the particular Elderfchipes wharof they ar collected. — Maters to be 
imro sned in the Prefbyteries : The powar of the Prefbyteries is to gine diligent labovres in the 
hoimdes conusted to ther charge ; that the kirks be keipit in gvde ordovr ; till inqvyre dUigentUe 
ef navebtae and rngodlie perfones ; and to travell to bring tham in the way again be admonition 
•r threatning of Gods iadgments, or be correction. It aperteines to the Elderfchipe to tak heide 
that the Word of God be pvrlie pretched within their bounds ; the facraments rightlie minifterad ; 
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the dtfcipline interteined, and ecclefiafticall gudes vncorruptlie diftributed. It belanges to this 'kynd 
of aflemblies to caufe the ordinances maid be the Aflemblies Prouinciallea, Nationades and Gene- 
railed, to be keipit and put in execution ; to mak conftitutiones quhilk concerned rtsrpww in the 
Kirk for decent ordour in the particular kirk whar they govern, prouyding that they alter narewles 
maid be the Provincial! or Generall Aflemblies ; and that they mak the jProuinciall aflemblies far* 
faid priuie of the rewles that they fall mak : And to abolifhe conftitutiones tending to the hurt of 
the fam. It hes powar till excommunicat the obftinat, formall proces being led, and dew interuall 
of tymes obferued. Anent particular kirks, gif they be lauchfullie reuled be fufficient minifterie 
and feffion, they haue powar and iurifdiction in thair awin congregationes in maters ecclefiafticalL 
And decernes and declares the faids Aflemblies, Prefbyteries and Sefliones, Jurifdiction and Difci- 
pline therof forefaid to be in all tymes coming maift iuft, gude and godlie in the felf£ nochtwitb* 
ftanding of whatfumeuer ftatutes, actes, canon, ciuill or municipal! Lawes maid in the contrare ; 
To the quhilks, and euerie an of tham, thir prefentes fail nocht expres derogation. And becaufe 
there ar diners Actes of Parliament maid in fawour of the Papifticall kirk, tending to the prejudice 
of the libertie of the trew Kirk of God prefentlie profeflit within this Realme, iurifdiction and dis- 
cipline therof, quhilk ftandes yit in the buikes of the Actes of Parliament, nocht abrogated nor an* 
nulled, therfor his Hienes and Efteates foirfaids hes abrogated, cafled and annulled, and be the 
tenor heirof abrogates, cafles and annulles, all actes of parliament maid be his Hienes predeceflbura 
or annie of tham, for meantenance of fuperftition and ydolatrie, with all and whatfumeuer actes* 
lawes and ftatutes maid at anie tyme befor the day and dait heirof againft the libertie of the trew 
Kirk, iurifdiction and difcipline therof as the faming is vfed and exerceifed within this realme. 

And in fpeciall that part of the Act of parliament, balden at Stirling the fourt of Nouember, th# 
yeir 1443, commanding obedience to be giffen to Eugenius, the Pape for the tyme; the Act maid 
be King James the Thridc, in his parliament, haldin at Edinbruche the 24 Februar 1480, and aH 
vther Actes, wharby the Papes authoritie is eftabliihed : The Act of King James the Thrid, in ma 
parliament, haldin at Edinbruche, SO Nouember 1469, anent the Satterdey and vther vigilles to be 
halie dayes from euen-fang to euen-fang. 

Item, that part of the Act maid be the Quein Regent, in the park haldin at Edinbruche, 1 Februa* 
1551, giuing fpeciall licence for balding of Peace and Zuill. 

Item, the Kings Maieftie and Efteates forfakls declares, that the 129 Act of the parliament 
haldin at Edinbruche the 22d day of May, the yeir of God a thowfand fy ve houndrethe fourfcore 
four yeirs fall na wayes be preiudiciall, nor derogat anie thing to the priuilage that God hes giffen 
to the fpirituaU office bearers concerning heads of ReUigion, maters of herefie, excommunication, col* 
lation or depriuation of Minifters, or anie ficlyk efientiall cenfers, fpecialie groundit, and haifand war* 
rand of the Word of God. Item, our Soveran Lord and Eftaites of Parliament forfaida abrogattet, 
cmTes and annulles the Act of the fam Parliament, haldin at Edinbruche the faid yeir 1584, granting 
Commiilionea to Bifchopes and vthers, Judges conftitut in ecclefiaflicall caufles, to receaue his 
Hienes prefentationnes to benefices, to giue collation thervpon, and to put ordour in all cauflee ec- 
clefiaflicall ; quhilk his Maieftie and Eftaits forfaids declares to be expyred in the felf£ and to be 
null in tyme coming, and of nan auaill, force, nor effect ; and therfor ordeanes all prefentatkmes to 
benefices to be direct to the particular prefbyteries in all tyme coming, with full powar to give col* 
lattones thervpon ; and to put ordour to all maters and caufles ecclefiaflicall within their bounds, ac- 
cording to the difcipline of the Kirk : Provyding the forfaid Prefbyteries be bund and aftricted to 
receaue and admit whatfumeuer qualified Minifter prefented be his Maieftie or htik patroaea. 
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This Act is maift remarkable, for the paffing therof was flatlie denyed till 
it was extract, and being extract and fund to haiff bein publifhed and giffen 
out with the reft, it was mikle rowed and detefted in anno 1596. And in, 
deid the Kirk is addettit to Mr Jhone Mettellan, Chancellar for the tyme, for 
the lam, wha inducit the King to pas it at that tyme, for what refpect I leaue 
it to God, wha workes for the confort of his Kirk be all kynd of inftruments, 
to whom therfor be all praife and thankes for euer. 

Ther was that yeir, in the monethe of Nouember, a Convention keipit at 
Edinbrnche of a number of breithren, conveined from diuers partes of the 
countrey, to forefie and prevent the dangers imminent to the relligioun and 
profeflburs therof. The quhilk I mention and fett down of purpofe, to fchaw 
the cuftom of our Kirk, louablie and profitablie obferuit heirtofore in tyme of 
neid end danger, quhilk, to the grait perrell of the Kirk, is now reftranit and 
difchargit 
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At Edinbruche, the 15, 16, 17, 18 and 20 dayes of Nouember, in the yeir 1592. 

The quhilk dayes the brehhring, conreined from diners partes of the countrey, to forefie and 
prevent the danger* imminent to the relligion and profeflburs therof, efter incalling of the name of 
God, haiffing oommnnicated nratnallie thair intelligences, hes fund the enemies of the trenthe with* 
in this countrey rerie diligentlie laboring for fubuerfion of the religion, and findrie crewall and 
dangerus plottes condndit and intendit to be execut with all poffible diligence, vnles the Lord, of 
his mereie, difapointed thair interpryfe. For remead wharof it is concludit, that Aer be a General! 
Faft in all the Kirks of this countrey the 17 and 24 dayes of December nixt, that be trew humi* 
Katkm and rnfeinyed repentance, the feirf oil iadgments of God that hingethe ower this land may be 
prerented. 

TAe Cavjes of the Generall Fq/L 

1. The practifes of the enemies without and within this countrey, intending till ezecnt the Modi* 
decrie of die Ccumall of Trent againft all that trewlie profes the religkran of Cbryft, to the Titer 
fubuerfion therof and of the Kings efleat and perfone, whafe flanding and decey thay acknawkge 
to be ioyned with the flanding and decey of Relligion. 

2. A miferable defolatkm of the graitteft part of the countrey, perifhing in ignorance throw leak 
of parlors and faffictent moyen to intertean the Word of God amangs tbam, with a oearlefnes of 
the Magiftrats to remead thir miferies. 

3. A feirfuH defection of a grait number of all efteats in this land to Papiftrie and Atheifine, fpe- 
cialie of the nobtlhie, throw the reforting and trafecting of Jefmtes, Seminarie Preifls and vther Pa- 
pifts, without execution of anie Law againft thame. 

4. The generall difordonr of the haill efteat of the Comoun Wealth*, overflowing with all kynd 
of impietie, as contempt of the Word, blafyhemie of the name of God, contempt of the Magiftrat, 
treflbn, innocent blood fchede, adulteries, witchcrafts and fie Tther abominable crymes. 

2C 
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Thir caufies to be inlargit and eiked be the discretion of euerie brother, according m he fill haiff 
fare knawlage and fenfe of tbe premifies. 

Item, it is ordcanit that euerie prefbyterie traaell within thair awin bounds till inform the fye- 
cialles and befi affected gentilmen amang tham of the practife of the enemies, and to mono tham to 
be vpon thair gard, and in readincs vpon adnertifment for defence of Relligion and profefiburs therof, 
and refifting of the enemie ; and to tak vpe and compofe all feiddes, namlie amang tham that ar 
trew profeflbura, or at the lealt afTurances, whar full aggriement can nocht be prefentlie procured, 
and torefaue thair fnbfcfiptiones vnto the generall band, at leift whar it falbe thought requifit, at 
the discretion of eaerilk Prefbyterie* And becanfe the Prefbyteriea ynderwrytten, for dinera con- 
fiderationea, cranes the affiftance of fam vther breithring, the breithring heir conveined hes apointed 
Mr Robert Pont to concure with the Prefbyterie of Aberdein for the effect abone wreittin ; Mr Ro* 
bert Rollok with tbe Prefbyterie of Dalkethe, and Mr Robert Bruce and Dauid Lindfay with the 
Prefbyterie8 of the Waft for vptaking of the deadlie feiddes betwix the Maifter of Eglintonn and the 
Erie of Glencarn, the Lardes of Garlies and Blakwhean, &a And to this effect, that they obtein 
his Maiefties Commifiion, and procure his Maiefties Commiflionars may be direct with thame ; and 
they till attend oir this as tbair lefar will ferae. And in the mean tyme, that his Maiefties Letters 
be obteined to moue the parties till affure, and the Prefbyteriea to trauell fa far as they may be thair 
awin labours. 

Item, that the breither acquent thamfelues withe the biftories of the crewaltie of the confederates 
of the Counceill of Trent, practeifed againft the fathfull in vther coontreyes, and inform tbair con- 
gregallones thairof, as lykwayes of the lyk crewelties againft thamfelues, gif they preueall in thair 
wicked attempts. And in refpect of the fubtiltie and fecreit craft of the adoerfkrs, wha now fit 
deiplie hes lerned to diflemble thair proceidings, that fpeciall futt be maid to God in our publics 
prayers, that the plats and hid practifea of the enemies may be difcouered, brought to fight and 
difapointed. 

Item, It is ordeanit that ther be an ordinarie counfeill of the breithring vnderwrytten, viz. Maif- 
ters Robert Bruce, Dauid Lindfay, Robert Pont, Jhone Dauidfone, Walter Balcanqual), James 
Balfour, Patrik Galloway, Jhone Dunkefone, wha fall convein ordinarlie euerie ouk ana, and ofter, 
as occaflion fall crane, to confult vpon fie adnertifment as falbe maid to them from diners partes of 
the countrey or vtherwayes, and prouidere in omnibus ne quid ecclefia detriment! capiat. And 
for the better execution of tbair fconclufionnes, it is ordeanit that ther be ane ordinarie Agent to 
attend in Edinbruche vpon tham, viz. Mr James Carmichael, till the nixt Aflemblie Generall, 
whafe office fall cdnfift in the poincta following :— r 

Imprimis, He fall trauell diligentlie be all meanes to be informed of the practifea of Fapifts, as 
be merchants and paffingers coming from vther countreyea, and all fie as from anie part of this 
countrey reforts to Edinbruche. For the quhilk caufe alfo, the Minifters in euerie part ar com* 
mandit to mak cearfull adnertifment of all kynd of practifea againft the relligtoun of all hptfts, 
Jefuiftes and refeatters of tham within thair bounds, and all vther weghtie enormities that fall fall 
out and com to thair knawlage, and that in forme as efter followes : — 

- Mr Andro Cramby and Mr George Monro for Ros ; Mr Thomas Howifone for Inuernes, and 
Jhone Forftar for Forrefe, fall fend thair aduertifments to Mr Alexander Dowglas, Minifter of 
Elgean. 

Mr Alexander Dowglas for Elgean fall fend to Mr Piter Blakburn, Minifter of Aberdein. Mr 
George Hay for Banff, Mr James Duff and Mr Gilbert Gardm for Strathbogy, Mr Jhone Strath* 
antbfone for Mar, Mr George Paterfone for Garioch, and Mr Douncan Dauidfone for Dear, fall fend 
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to Mr Danid Cunningham, Minifter at Aberdein* Mr Piter Blakbnrn and Mr Danid Cnnnlng- 
hame fall fend thair adnertiiments to Montrofe. Mr Andro Miln for M ernes, Jhone Dory for 
fiaeacfcin, Mr Arthur Fithie for Arbrothe, Mr James Nicolfone for Meigle, fail fend to Wilyeam 
ChryftifoBe, Minifter of Dondie. WOyeam Chryftifone fell fend to Mr Adam Mitchell, Minifter 
at Cowpar, and Mr Adam to Mr Thomas Bigger, Minifter at Kingorn, and Mr Thomas to Mr 
Water, Minifter at Ediabrache. 

Mr Wilyeam Glaa for Dankeld fall fend to Mr Jhone Malcolme at Pert be; Mr Jhone Mai- 
colme to Mr Waiter at Edinbruche. Mr Wilyeam Stirling for Domblean, Mr Patrik Simfone for 
Stirling, Mr Jhone Spotfwode for Linlithgow, Mr Adam Jhbnftoun for Daikethe, James Gipfone 
for Hadintoun, Mr Robert Habroun for Dumber, Mr Arcbbald Dowglas for Pespbles, Jbone 
Clsppertoa for Hutton, Mr Wilyeam Mefian for Dunfe, Mr Jhone Knox for Melrofe, Mr Andro 
Cleyhill for Jedbrouche, Mr Hew FouUarten for Dnunfroife, Mr Danid Blythe for Kirkcowbrie, 
Mr James Danidfone for Wigtoun, Mr Andro Hay for Gfaogw, Mr Robert Darronche for Hamil* 
too, Mr Robert Lindfey for Lannerik, Danid Feigufbne for Dnmfarmling ; ail thir fall fend thair 
adnertifments directlie to Mr Walter Beicanqusil in Edinbrnche. 

Jhone Porterfeild for Aire, Mr Robert Wilkie for Irwing, Mr Jhone Rofe for Dumbarton, 
Mr Andro Knox for Ftfley, fell fend to Mr Andro Hay in Glsigw, and he to Mr Waiter in 
Edmbrnehe. 

Mr Andro Mehull for St Andros, Mr Thomas Bowchanan for Cowpar, fell find to Mr Thomas 
Biggar, Minifter at Kingorn, and he to the &id Mr Walter; and left, Mr Danid Spenfe for Kirk- 
ady to the lam Mr Walter. Prouyding that if anie of the abone wrettin hreithring hsiff tbe com- 
imodkie of a truftie bearer Ttherwayes, or if the mater he of fie wegfat that it will nocht foffer de- 
lay, in that cafe they fall fend to Echnbrnche to the find Mr Walter immediatlie. And to the end 
that the forfaid hreithring may haiff the mair fore intelligence, it is ordeanit that enerie brother 
within the Prelbyterie fall giff tham fare information at all occafionnes neidfnIL 

Secondlie, Efter the faid agent fall receaae thir intelligences and adnertifments, he (all at the firft 
meittmg commumcat tham to tbe conceiU of tbe breithring ; and if the mater requyre haft, tbe 
Agent fell conrein the Connoeill for that effect ; and being found be tham to requyre fordar 
sdryfe of rther, breithring, the faid Agent fell conrocat them be his Lettres, according as he fall 
receaae direction fra tbe CoonceflL 

Thridlie, Whatfoener fid! bappin to be conclndit be tbe Conncsil of the breithring to be fated at 
hisMaieftie, CoonfeU, Seffion, Proveft and Bslyies of Burro wes, Convention of Efteates, Bnrrowes 
or Barranes, or Tthers wbatfamener, the faid Agent fell attend fathfullie and diligentlie for executing 
thairof, and report his diligence to tbe ConnceilL 

The ftid Agent fell feik out and extract ail Letteres, Acts, and Decreits anent the cans com* 
milted to him, and rfe and direct tham as tbey aught to be, and to commonicat tham, togidder 
with the cenclufiones of the ConceiU, to fie Preibyteries and partes of the conntrey as the Con- 
ceiU fail direct, according to tbe forme, and be the perfones abone wrytten, online retrogrado. 

The feid Agent fell wryt the Memoirs of the Kirks proceidings and dealling with tbe Prince, 
Councail and Efteattes of this reeime, fra tyme to tyme fen the Reformation of Relligion, to be a 
monument to tbe pofteritie. And for that effect it is ordeanit, that from all Preibyteries, fcrolles, 
wryttes and anie pices that ar in tbe haidin of anie breither, fidbe directed to Mr Waiter Balcan«» 
quail to be delyuerit to him. And lykwyfe ail proceidings and dealungs, qnhilk the Kirk fail haiff 
with the King, to be noted bo him hekefter, && > 
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Item, It is ordeanit, that thair be a comonn purs for farneiing of necefTarie expences for the 
efiaires forfaida, without the qnhilk they can nocht tak effect. And that for the prefent, Mr Ro- 
bert Brace, with fie as he thinks gnid to adioyne to him, fall mein the want of thir comonn ex- 
pences in fa dangerns a tyme to fie men of all efteates as he knawes to be weill affected, that be 
tbair liberalitie this want may be fupplied, vntill fnm gnid ordinarie mean be fond out for that 
effect. And that the fonmes collected be put in a box, wharof thair falbe twa or thrie keyes in the 
hands of twa or thrie breithring of the Councall, wha fell debnrs therof as the faid Conncall fell 
command thame. 

Item, It is ordeanit, that the faid CounfeU fall tranell ernefllie with his Maieftie and Connfall, 
that the Articles following may be granted : — 

That his Maieftie, be publict proclamation, mak his gnid affection toward the Relligion and pro* 
fefiburs therof knawin to his haill fubiects, and promife to meantein and defend it againil all ene- 
mies without and within, to the ntermaift of his powar ; and that he accompt all the enemies 
therof to be enemies of his eftent and perfone, and of tills Comounwealthe ; charging heirfor his haill 
fubiects to ioyne thamfelues in a vnitie and profefiioun of the trew religion profefled within this 
countrey, and fubferyve the generall band for the meantenance therof againft whatfoeuer enemies, 
qnhilk falbe prefented to tham be the Miniftrie. 

That a Commiffion be granted till a certean of the beft affected noble men, barrones and gentil* 
men and magistrate within borrowes, that is to fay, to the Proveft and bailyies of enerie bronghe 
within thair towns and liberties therof; Robert, Erie of Orkney, James, Lord Zetland, Mtchall 
Balfour of Montwbanie, for Orkney, &c. to execut all Acts of Parliament and Connfall againil 
whatfumener Jefuites, Seminarie Preifts, excommnnicat and trafecting Papifls and thair reftatters, 
and to canfe mak Wapinfcbawings, and convein the countrey in armes, at all oceafions neklfull for 
defence of the trew relligion, and refitting of the enemies therof. 

That a fufficient number of the wyfeft of the noble men, barrones and beft affected to relligion, 
his Maiefties efteat and Handing, and the weill of this Commonn weJthe, be apointed vpon the Se- 
cret Connfall, and mak thair refidence in Edinbruche this wintar, and fordar, ay whill the con- 
fpiracies, plattcs and attempts of the enemies of religion within this countrey be difapomted and 
repreffed. % 

That all Papifls and practeifers againil the Relligion be remoned from his Maiefties companie, 
and debarrid from all publict charge, Commiffion, Lientenandrie or publict office. 

That all Skippars and Matters of ihippes fall prefent to the Magiftrat and Connfall of the place 
whar they fall aryve, all pafiingers, merchants and nhers that fall com with tham in thair ihippes, 
wha fall giff thair confeience and aithe of all perfones and packets'cf letters or buiks whatrumeoer, 
quhilks they haiff receavit at anie port fen thair departour, to be delyverit to anie perfone or per- 
fones within this countrey or without. And giff tbay haiff fett on land at anie part anie perfone 
or perfones, or delyverit packets or buiks, coffars or kifts to anie whatfoeuer, raider pean of confif-% 
cation of ihippes, guds and gear. 

That a Commiffion be giffen to the perfones rnderwryttin, riz. , to fett 

down a conftant form of prouifion of Minifters flipends at enerie congregation within this coun- 
trey ; and that to be ratefied in Secret Connfall, Seifion and Chacksr to haiff the ftrainthe of a Law 
quhill Parliament, and then to be ratefied be the haill Efteatts. 

Lafi, It is ordeanit that ther be a Generall Aflemblie at Edinbruche the nynt of Januar nixto* 
com, in cais the Parliament hald ; and gif the Parliament be continowed, that the Prefbyterie of 
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Edinbrucbe giff aduertifinent therof to die breitber of all Prefbyteriea, that they mak na waft 
traaelL # 

And thir things deuyfit be my vncle Mr Andro with the reft of the breith- 
ring, Mr James Nicolfone and I war ordeanit to pen and fett in ordour. 
. Betwix this Convention and the Generall Aflemblie following apointed, the 
Lord euer watchfull over his Kirk, detected a ftrange confpirarie of certean 
of our nobles in maner following. A certean young gentilman, Mr George 
Car be nam, was attending on a fhipe at the Waft fie, whar his priuie con- 
verfation being efpyed and his fpeitches taken heid to, it was perceavit him 
to be a papift paffing to Spean ; and firft graitlie fufpected, and therefter cer- 
teanlie knawin be fum of his familiares that he was a trafectar directed with 
commiffion in word and wryt to the King of Spean be fum Scotes noble men. 
Of this Mr Andro Knox, minifter at Pafley, being certeanlie informed, accom- 
panied with fum of his frinds, went aborde on the fheppe, fche being readie to 
mak feale, and apprehends the laid Mr George, and cerfing his coffers, finds 
diuers letters and blankes, directed from George, Erie of Hountlie, Frances, 
Erie of Arroll, and Wilyeam, Erie of Angus, fubfcryvit with thair hands, 
wryttin, fum in Latin and fum in Frenche, togidder with thair cachets, fig* 
nets, &c* He being thus apprehendit is brought with diligence to the King, 
and put in preflbne. Vpon the quhilk alfo the laid Erie of Angus is put in 
the Caftell of Edinbrucbe, and a moft frequent Generall Aflemblie, convenit 
at Edinbruche of a grait number of Barrones from all the partes of the 
Realme, befought the King to tak ordour with thefe vnnaturall fubiects, be- 
trayers of ther coimtrey to the crewall Spainyeard. With the quhilk the 
King tuk nocht Weill at the firft, quarreling the barones for thair conveining 
in fie number at the Minifters warning without his calling for and licence* 
To the quhilk they anfwerit freilie, that it was na tyme to attend on warn- 
ings when thair relligion, prince, countrey, thair lyves, lands, and all was 
brought in ieopard be fie treafonable delling. Therfor the King fatteling,. 
aggreagit thair cryme verie hilie, and laid it was of the nature of the things 
that was abon him, and withe the quhilk he could nocht difpenfe, and therfor 
promifit to tak tryell therin with diligence, and put ordour therto with all 
leueritie to thair contentment Neuertheles the Erie of Angus efchaped out 
of the Caftle of Edinbruche. The reft wer overfein, quhilk wrought a grait 

* Vide, the Difcoaerie, &c. and examination of Mr George Car and Danid Graroe of Fentrie, 
pnblift in pint at the executiotui of the faid Danid* 
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fufpition and mifcontentment in the harts of all the gnid fubiects of the land 
towards the King.* 

In that Simmer the Deuill fteired vpe a maift dangerus vproar and tumult 
of the peiple of St Andros againft my vncle Mr Andro, to the extreaaa perrell 
of his lyff, if God haid nocht bein his protection and delyverance. The wicked, 
malitius mifrewlars of that Town, of whom I mentioned befbr in the trouble 
of the honeft men therof, hated Mr Andro, becaufe he could nocht bear with 
thair yngodlie and vniuft delling, and at thair drinking, ineenfit the rafcals be 
fate information againft Mr Andro and his Collage, making tham to think that 
he and his Collage fought the wrak and trouble of the Town ; fa that the 
barme of thair drink began to rift out crewall thretnings againft the Collage 
and Mr Andro. They being thus prepeared, the Deuill deuyfes tham an apt 
peirance of iuft occafion to fall to wark. Ther war a certean of Students in 
Theologie, wha weireing to go out of the Collage to thair exerceife of bodie 
and gham, caufit big a pear of buttes in the Collage garding, ioyning to a 
wynd and paflage of the town. Wharat a certean of tham Ihootting a efter 
noone, amangs the reft was Mr Jhone Caldcleuche, then an of the Maifters of 
Theologie, bot fkarfe yit a fchollar in Archerie, wha miffing the butt and a 
number of thak houfles beyonde, fhoottes his arrow down the hie paflage of 
the wynd, quhilk lightes vpon a auld honeft man, a matman of the town, and 
hurts him in the crag. This coming to the earee of the forfaid malitius and 
feditius, they concitat the multitud and popular crafts and raicall, be thair 
words and found of the comoun bell ; wha fetting vpon the Collage, braks vpe 
the yet therof, and with grait violence vnbefets the principall chalmer, ding- 
ing at the forftare therof with grait geftes, crying for fyre, &c. Bot the Lord 
afiifting his fervant with wefdome and courage, maid him to keipe his chalmer 
ftoutlie, and dell with fum of tham fearlie, whom he knew to be abbufit, and 
with vthers fcharplie, whom he knew to be malitius abbufars of the peiple. 
Be the trauelles of Mr Dauid Blak now entred to his minifterie, and Mr Ro- 
bert Wilkie, primarius of St Leonard with vther maifters and fchollars of the 
Vniuerfitie, efter lang vexation and mikle adoe, the peiples infurrection was 
fattelit. 

The King, be the Cancellars Counfall and moyen, was graitlie offendit with. 
this, and calling the Magiftrats and certean of the ring-laders, ordeanit tham 

* Then did I firft put in print fam of my pwfie ; to wit, the Defcription of the Spainymrts N*» 
tuniH, out of Julius Scaliger, with fum Exhortatkraee for waniiog of Kirk «nd Comntrejr. ; 
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to be tryed in particular be the barones and gentilmen of the countrey about 
St Andros. Bot be that occafion getting graitter bands and mair ftreat abone 
the heids of the town for flaying of the lyk in tyme coming. Seing God haid 
keipit bathe the honeft man that was fchot, and the Collage from grait hurt, 
Mr Andro overpaffit and forgaiff bygeanes, vpon a humble fubmiffion and band 
of preventing and abftehoring from fie fafones in tyme to come. 

1593.— This yeir 1593 in the monethe of Auguft, the 28 day, being Tyfday, 
efter fyve years ceffing, my wyff brought furthe a dauchtar, quhilk I named 
Margret Scbe never leuche in this lyff, bot within fax or levin moneths died ; 
the onlie corps that paft out of my hous thefe diflbn of yeirs. Of the quhilk 
vifitation I thank God I gat a foftned hart and grait oonfort quhilk I can 
nocht omit vnrememberit to his praife. For the quhilk I wrot this Epi~ 
taphe :— 

Sen ill man enter into preflbn ftrsng 

Of erdhe fleche, and ther remean a fpaee, 
They ar, bnt dont, maift bappie all amang 

Wha fchorteft tym remeanes in fie a place. 

Lo ! this hes bein my luk and bappie ceafe, 

Abone fax moneths nocht to ly oppreft 
Withe erdlie bands, when God of bis gud grace 

Has tean me bam to his arteraall reft* 

Sen Chryft hes then recean'd me in his glore, 
Deir mother, ceafe, lament for me no more* 

In the monethe of September 1593, the Provinciall Affemblie convenit at 
St Andros, wharin the Lords watchmen of the fchyr of Fyff, being informit 
of the biffines and dangerus delling of the papift Erles and Lords, throw im- 
punitie and overfight of the Prince, began to wey the mater grauelie and efter 
guid and throuche aduyfinent, condifcendit all in on voice to pronunce the 
ftntenee of excommunication vpon certean of the cheiff of tham. The quhilk 
was done be my mouthe, Moderator for the tyme, and the quhilk God fa 
blefled that the haill Kirk of Scotland approuit the lam, and the quhilk the 
Lord maid to be a fpeciall mean of preventing extreame danger of wrak of 
the Kirk and Comoun weill of Scotland, and bringing of the enemies to for- 
faultrie and exyU. The names of the excommunicat was Wilyeam, Erie of 
Angus, George, Erie of Hountlie, Francis, Erie of Arroll, Jhone, Lord Home, 
S T Patrik Gordoun of Achindown, and S\ James Chifholme, Knights. This 
our Synod communicat with diligence to all the provinces of the Land, and 
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crauit a meiting of Commiffionars from tharae to be keipit at Edinbruche in 
October following, for profecuting of the mater. 

That Convention at Edinbruche was frequentlie keipit bathe be minifters 
and barones, wherin it was thought guid that Commiffionars therfra bathe of 
the miniftrie and gentilmen and burgefles fould be direct to the King, craving 
ordour taking with thefe excommunicat papift Lords ; namlie it was verie 
greiws to the breithring to heir that the faids excommunicat Lords haid re- 
pearit to his Maieftie and fpokin him at Faley, euen immediatlie befor the 
meiting of the Kirk. This was gevin in Commiffion to be regratit. The 
King at this tyme was in Jedbruche, and the mater fuffered nocht delay, for 
thefe papift Lords was making grait preparation of armes, and amaffing thair 
frinds to repear to the King and ceafe about his perfone. Therfor it behoued 
me, (all vther refuting except Mr Patrik Galloway, the Kings ordinar minis- 
ter, wha was to go thither,) to tak iorney to Jedwart, accompanied with twa 
barrones, the Lards of Merchiftoun and Caderwoode, and twa burgefles of 
Edinbruche ; whar finding the King, war bot bauchlie luldt vpon. Our affem- 
blie of Fyff was bitterlie inveyit againft, namlie my vncle Mr Andro and Mr 
Dauid Blak. I anfwerit for all, as it pleafit God to giff, and efter the Kings 
coler appeafit, we difchargit our Commiffion in maift humble and fectfull ma- 
ner. The King againe was crabit at the Convention of Edinbruche, namlie 
at the barrones and burgefles, wha ftude honeftlie be it, faying it was in trew 
and vpright hartes, with all dewtie and reuerence to his Maieftie for prevent- 
ing of imminent euill and danger to his Stat, Relligion, and Countrey. * Sa 
that night delyuering our petitiones in wryt, betymes on the morn, we gat 
our anfwers in wrait fear aneuche, and returned on the thride day to the 
breithring. Ane of the fpeciall anfwers was, That the King fould hauld * 
Convention at Lithgow foone efter his retourn from the Southe, whar he fould 
tak ordour with all thefe maters. 

Bot the breithring, certeanlie informit that the papift Erls was convein- 
ing all thair frinds of purpofe to be prefent at the faid Convention, and place 
thamfelues about the King, thought meit that all fould with diligence retourn 
ham to thair countreyes, and mak warning thairof to thair barrones and 
brouches, fchawing the Kings guid anfwers and the enemies purpofe ; defy- 
ring therfor all to be in readines to keipe the faid Convention for difapointing 
the aduerfar ; and for that effect to repear till Edinbruche a few dayes befor, 
ther till advys anent thair proceidings. The quhilk was done be euerfe Com- 
miffionar with exact diligence. 
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* Ther was a Convention of the barrones of Fyff keipe at the ;fam tyme at 
Cowpar, to the quhilk my vnde Mr Andro and I baiting, maid tham to direct 
ipetiall barrones of thair number with certean of the minifterie, to the town 
of Perthe to incurage tham, and to promiie tham afliftance for keiping of 
thair town againfl the excommunicat Erls and thair forces. The quhilk they 
did, till, be the Kings charge, they war conftreanit to receaue tham. The beft 
and matft zealus barrones, gentilmen and burgefles, war on fut in readines 
to keipe the dyet at Edinbruche, namlie heiring of the Erls of Hountlie and 
Enrols forces come to St Jhonftoun, till the King lend expres difcharge of the 
laid Erles forces, and commandit tham withe a few of thair frinds to abyde 
quyetlie in Ferthe, attending his will anent thair effeares. Quhilk being to* 
derftud, leaving ther armes, commHfionars coming from euerie paroche and 
prelbyterie, keipit the dyet at Edinbruche, at quhilk they refoluit to direct 
from that Convention a comiffion of barrones, burgeffes, and minifters to 
the King and Convention of Efteattes at Linlithgow, withe petitiones as of 
be&r. Sa the number fend to Jedwart being dowblit, cam to Lithgow, amangs 
the quhilk (becaule, as they laid, belt acquented with the haill proceadour of 
the mater,) I was chafin to be lpeitchman and prefentar of the petitions. Bot 
the Ghancellar Mattellan haid dreffit all to our coming, la that thair was nocht 
mikle ado at that dyet, bot all remitted to a new Convention of Efteats, to be 
haldin at Edinbruche the monethe following. The Erles papilla turning bak, 
and all our folks going ham, with thankful! harts to God for diiapointing of a 
maift dangerus interpryfe as euer was of an be papilla in this land. 

The Convention at Edinbruche followit efter in the monethe of December, 
whar I, withe vtbers apointed, prefented of new our former petitions ; the 
quhilk the King reeeaving, contentedlie promifde to fatidfie at efter noone. At 
quhilk tyme we attending, ther was offers of latiffaction to the Kirk and the 
Kings Maieftie, giffin in be the Erls agents, whervpon the nixt day the King, 
with large difcourfe, lchawes to the Efteattes whow dangerus the mater was, 
for giff the offers of thefe noble men war refulit, they wald defperatlie go to 
armes, and get fbrean affiftance, quhilk might wrak king, conn trey, and relli- 
gion. And la be that and fie lyk arguments, inducit the Efteates, (wha feing 
the Kings inclination vies nocht to gainltand, for manie of tham that ar called 
ar prepeared befor hand for the purpofe,) to condifend to an vptaking of the 
mater. And & diuers dayes was deuyfit that Act of Abolitioun ; of the quhilk 
I will nocht fpeak, nocht being my purpofe to wryt a Storie ather ciuill or 
ecclefiaftik, but onlie to minut in Memoirs the things quhilk God maid me to 
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heir and fie ; bot trewlie quhilk my hart pitied fallen fear. The King, by 
this dealling, brought himfelff in graitt fufpition and miflyking of his beft 
fubiects, bathe for fauoring of Papifts, and of him wha haid fa notoriouflie 
committed that filthie murdour of the Erie of Murray at Donibirfall. 

My vncle Mr Andro, vfing alwayes to fpeak planlie with zeall and birning 
affectiones to the honour of God and the Kings weill, gaiff him at this tyme 
a maift fcharpe and frie admonition concerning his euill thinking and fpeaking 
of the beft frinds of Chryft and himfelff, the Guid Regent, Mr Knox, and Mr 
George Bowchanan ; and his thinking weill and fauoring of Chryft and his 
graiteft enemies the papifts, and namlie that Hous of Hountlie, defyring 
confidentlie that fie as war his counfallours therin fould kythe in prefence of 
the Efteatts, and giff he convicted tham nocht of fals, treafonable and maift 
pemitius doing therin againft Chryft, the Kings perfone, his efteat and iealme, 
he fould nocbt refufe to go to the gibbet for it, prouyding they being convict 
fould ga the lam gett. Withe the quhilk the King and his Counfallors com- 
ported, and paft ower the mater with finylling, faying the man was mair zealus 
and coleric nor wys. 

On the Michelmes that yeir, the crafts and burgefles of St Andros changing 
ther proueft, for the Lard of Darfie, chofit Capitan Wilyeam Murray, quhilk 
maid Darfies frinds to rage fa, that Burley cam.vnder fylence of night Bad 
tuk an honeft man out of his hous and caried him away ; at the quhilk brane 
exployt, Burley was mutilat of a fingar to begin his wans withalh His man 
Mylles, another night, with certean companioned his complices, cam to aa 
vther honeft mans hous and reft away his dauchtar. And laft, the faid Lard 
of Darfie maid a grait conuoeation of his frinds, with the quhilk in armea he 
purpofed to enter in the Town and abbufe certean citiciners therof at his plea* 
four, and that indeid of the beft fort. The quhilk, when it was meined to my 
vncle Mr Andro, being then Rector of the Vniuerfitie, and la a ciuill Magif- 
trat, convocat the haill Vniuerfitie, and fehew tham whow thair labours of 
the Town war opprefied, and what Gods law and manes bathe craued in 
fie a ceas. And fa refoluit to tak armes for helpe and defence of the town, 
and confortablie affifted with my Lord Lindfay, S r George Dowglas, and di- 
uers gentilmen of the countrey, maid the invadder fean, for all his forces, to 
byd out, and tak reafone in part of payment. He merchet mikle of that day 
withe a whait fpeare in his hand, as he wear a corflet therefter at the dinging 
down of Streabogy. 
• The wintar following, God prouydit in the place of Mr Jhone Robertfone* 
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an of the Maifters of the New Collage, a godiie, honeft, and lerned man, Mr 
Jhone Jhonfton, wha, efter diuers yeirs peregrinatioun for the ftudie of guid 
letters in Germanie, Geneu, France, and England, cam ham and contented to 
tak part with my vncle, Mr Andro, in the faid Collage ; and wha fen fyne hea 
bein a grait helpe and confort to my find vncle, and ornament to the Collage 
and Vniuerfitie. Mr Jhone Caldcleuche withftud his electioun, and trouhlit 
the Collage and Vniuerfitie verie mikle, and laft raifit foummonds and callit 
ws befor the King and CouniklL Bot he was fend ham the graitter fooll, jwhar 
for his violation of the actes and troubling of the Vniuerfitie, he was depofit 
from all office bearing within the {km* God warnit me of that trouble be a 
dream of fyre and water, quhilk moued me mikle, and wharof I fand a notable 
effect be an extream danger of drownning going ower the Feme of Kingorn,. 
at Granton Cragges, to keipe a dyet in that mater. And a wounderfuU de- 
lyverance alas for thankfulnes ! The xx Day of Mertche at Gb anton 
Chages. 

1594. — About the lpring tyme in the yeir following, 1594, the outlaw Bod* 
nail kythe openlie TTith forces at Leithe and at Preiftfeild, bot withe lyk fae- 
ces as often tymes befor. He tuk vpe men of war in fecret vpe and down the 
ceuntrey, and gaiff out that it was at the Kirks employment againft the Paw 
pifts, quhilk maid me, being then mikle occupied in publict about the Kirks 
effeares, to be graitlie fufpected be the King, and bak fpeirit be all meanes* 
Bot it was hard to find quhilk was neuer thought. For I neuer lyket the man, 
nor haid to do with him directlie or indirectlie ; yea, efter guid Archbald, Erie 
ef Angus, whom God called to his reft a yeir or twa befor this, I kend him 
nocht of the nobilitie in Scotland that I could communicat my mynd with 
inent publiet efiears, let be to haiff a delling with in action. 
"- The Generall Aflemblie con veined at Edinbruche in the monethe of May ; 
my vncle Mr Andro, chofin Moderator. Thair compeired the Lord Home, 
making humble fupplication to be relaxed from excommunication. It was 
granted vpon certean conditiones verie ftreat, the quhilk in cais he fould ther- 
efter contrauein or nocht fulfill, he fould be of new denuncit accufit. Bot the 
find Moderator nocht finding fie takens of trew repentance as he wald haue 
eravit, and thought neidfull to be fein be the Kirk, namlie fie grait number 
and force of enemies being in the eountrey, efter he haid fchawin his reafonee 
to the Afiemblie* wald nocht pronunce the fentence of abfolution : Bot Mr 
Lindfay being laft moderator did it 
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Therefter the fentence pronuncit be the Synod of Fyff againft the reft was 
approuen and ratefied be the haill Aflemblie, acknawlaging therin the fpeciall 
benefit of Gods prouidence in fteiring vpe the fpreits of his fervants to be wac- 
ryff, cearfull, and curagius in the wark of his glorie and caufe of, his Kijdc. 
And during the tyme of Aflemblie. was directed, with Commiffionars, certean 
Articles and Petitionee to the King. Amangs the quhilk commifijanajts I be- 
ing named, fum laid it was nocht convenient, being fufpected and euill lyked 
of be the King. To the quhilk opinion the Aflemblie beginning to inclyne, 
I ftud vpe and laid, I haid bein employed in commiffion oft tymes againft 
my will, and when things was mair peanfull and dangerus, even when vthers 
refufit, bot now even for the reafone quhilk was alleagit, I wald requeift for. 
it as a benefit of the breithring to fend, me, quhilk wald be the oqlie way to 
cleir bathe them and mie of fufpition and iklander, for even vtherwayes X 
meined to prefent myfelff at Court befor the King, to fie. gif anie man haid 
aught to lay to me. Of this the breithring war glaid, and refolued in, a voicp 
to fend me. Sa coming to Sterling, whar the King was, far by our expect*- 
tioun we war maift gratiouflie accepted. All our Articles war reafonit and 
anfwerit be his Maiefties awin hand wryt vpon the margent, and that verie 
fauorablie to our grait contentment ; and therefter, I that was the grait trar, 
tour, with the reft callit in to the Cabinet with the King allean. His Maief- 
tie beginnes to regrat that he could nocht find that freindlines in the Kirk 
quhilk he crauit and wifled. I haiffing the fpeitche pnfwered, Ther was a 
peccant humor in the body quhilk behoued to be purged, or it could nocht be 
out of danger of difeafe, yea deathe. The King atked me what that was. I 
laid it was fufpition on ather fyde ; for purging, wharof it war beft we fould 
be trie on ather fyde, and fehaw our greiffs and occafiones of fuipecting the 
warft, the quhilk being remouit, the body wald be cuirit and haill. The Kiqg 
thought it maift meit and pertinent, and begins and expones what he haid : 
1. Concerning the aflembling of his iubiects without bis licence. To the quhilk 
we anfwerit, we did it be the warrant of his Maiefties lawes* and of Chryft, 
according to the Word, and cuftom of our Kirk fen the beginning, quhilk pa- 
ther haid, nor be Gods grace euer fould be to his Maiefties hurt, bot honour 
and weill. 2. Concerning the excommunicating of his fpeciail fervant and 
noble mail the Lord Home. We anfwerit, That he was a profeft dangerus 
papift, in courfe with the reft, and whowfone he repented and reteired from 
them, as we war in guid hope he fould do, and approue himfeiff to the pre r 
fent Aflemblie, he fould be relaxed. and his Maieftie fatiffeit theranent. The 
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3 and laft, was «fficernmg Mr AndrO Hountar, minifter, wha haid kythed in 
open fields with BedwelL We anfwerit, that incontinent therefter the Pref- 
byterie of St Andros haid proceidit againft him, and haid depofit him of his 
ofBce of minifterie. Then his Maieftie ceaffing, I aflted if his Maieftie haid 
anie thing to fay to me. He anfwerit, Na thing mair nor to all the reft, faiff 
that he faw rae ane in all commiffiones. I anfwerit, I thanked God therfbr, 
for iherin I was ferving God, his Kirk, and the King publictlie, and as for 
anie privat vnlawfull or rndewtifull practice, I wald wis traducars (if anie 
was of me to his Maieftie) fould be maid to fchaw thair face befor ther King, 
as I prefentlie haid procured of the Kirk to do of fett purpofe. And therefter 
exponing all our greiffs and petitionee, receavit, as laid is, verie guid anfwers, 
namlie a promife of a Parliament with all convenient diligence, wharin thefe 
excommunicat papift Erles fould be forefeultit, and therefter proceidit againft 
with fyre and fword. Efter the quhilk, the King taking me afyde, cauffit 
vihe the Cabinet, and ther conferrit with me at lainthe alean of all purpofes, 
and gaiff me fpeciall commendationes and directiones to my vncle Mr Andro, 
whom with me he acknawlagit to be maid fathfull and truftie fubiects. Sa 
of the ftrang working of God, I, that cam to Sterling the Trator, retourned to 
Edinbruche a grait Courteour, yea a Cabinet Coutifidloor ; and fa indeid con- 
tinowed till thefe papift Erls war brought hame and reftored againe, as we 
will heir at lainthe heiref ter. 

The Parliament according to promife was folemnizet in the moneth of Junij, 
1594, at quhilk the excommunicat Erls forfeid war, vpon the intercepted 
wryttingls and blanks, forfaulted, ftreat actes maid againft Mes heirars and 
papifts, and monie guid in fewour of the Kirk w for minifters leivingg, gleabs, 
and manfes. And I being then in grait credit, purchaffit be the Kings awin* 
fpeciall ceaf and favour, ane Act in fawoitrs of th£ honeft men of St Andros, 
James Smithe and Jhone Walwode, for retoufning of tham from exyll to thair 
awin countrey, citie, hous, wyff, and childring. 

In the her reft quarter therefter, the Erie of Argyll, authorifed with the 
office of Lieutenantrie, prepeared a grait arnjie, with the quhilk he cam vpon 
the Erie of Hountlie, and fanght him at Glenrinnes, aboue Murray land, with 
vhcertah victorie, bot graitteft los to Hountlie ; for excommunicat Auchin-* 
down was ther flean, with vther diuers gentilmen of his kin, ther bolrfes all 
Quilled, and a grait number of the beft heavilie woundit, quhilk maid th&at 
tnabfe therefter to mak anie refinance to the Kings sjrmie. 
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This was in the end of September, and in {he beginning of October follow- 
ing the King, with companies of horfmen and futtmen vnder wages, by the 
comoun forces gathered be proclamation, paft northe againft thefe Rebelles, 
whom my vncle Mr Andro and I, with vthers of the minifterie accompanied 
alio at his Maiefties defyre, to bear witnes of his peanes and feuear proceid- 
ings againft thefe, becaufe the peiple war yit gealous ower the King for hkr 
knawin and kythit fawour to the Erie of Hountlie. At onr coming to Aber- 
dein we fund na refiftance, bot the enemies fled and darn'd. Yit the King 
refoluit to go fordwart to thair cheiff houfles for demolifhing therof ; bot ex* 
tremitie of wather fteyed him till almaift the firft monethe was continued; 
and for the nixt ther was na pay to the wagit horfmen and futmen, wherin 
ftud the forces that war repofit on to do the turn. It was therfor be his Ma* 
ieftie and Counfall thought a turn wheron the haill caufe dependit, to direct 
a man of credit, fatbfulnes, and diligence to moue the brouches and weill af- 
fected of all rankes to fend with diligence the fecond monethes pay, for the 
quhilk I was maid choife of be the King, Counfall and Breithring. Wharof 
I mak mention to the praife of my guid God, wha keipit me, and directed all 
aright, the meflage being maift peanfiill and perrillus, bathe for my perfone 
and fame and eftimation. The iorney was lang to go to Edinbruche and re* 
tourn again with diligence to Aberdein in extremitie of euill wather, the coun- 
trey broken and dangerus ; and that quhilk effrayed me maift, I was com* 
mandit to wrait to Eingland to Mr Bowes ordinar Ambafiatour, and to affure 
the breithring of the minifterie of Edinbruche and all vther, yea to preatche 
it, that feing the Rebels war fugitiue, thair principal! houfles fould be demo* 
lifhed to teftifie the Kings utter indignation againft thame. And yit the 
treuthe was, I was nocht twa dayes on my iorney, when fie moyen was maid 
that thair fould be na mair done bot a vewing of the places and returning 
againe. Bot the Lord my God haiffing a cear of me faued all, except my 
man, wha at my retourning, throw exces of trauell, tuk feiknes in Cowy and 
died. I haid alfo a fpeciall frind behind whom God vfit as inftrument to work 
that wark and faiff my creadit. This was my vncle Mr Andro, wha being at 
Streabogy, and prefent in Counfall daylie, when be manieft vottes it was in* 
clyning to fpear the hous, he reafoned and bure out the mater fa, be the affift* 
ance of the guid Lord Lindfay and Capteans of horfmen and futmen, that 
at laft the King takes vpon him, contrar to the graiteft part of the Counfall, 
to conclud the demolifhing of the hous, and giff command to the maifter off 
wark to that effect, quhilk was nocht lang in executing be the fouldiours. When 
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all was done, lytle found meining and finall effect fordar was producit. For 
the King returned Southe, and left the Due, Lieutenant behind to accom- 
plis the mater, wha tuk vpe rigoruflie the penalties of country peiple that 
obeyed nocht the proclamationes, and couponed eafelie with the affiftars of 
the rebels, be auaritius and craftie coun&llars wha war left with him, quhilk 
rafed a grait offence and out cry, and litle vther guid. Alwayes in end thefe 
papift excommunicat and forfaultit Erls war compellit to pas aff the coun- 
trey, and fa God triumphit ower tham, till in his iuftice for our finnes they 
war retournit and fett vpe againe. Bot becaufe therefter my diligence was 
thought ower grait, and my fpeitches ower frie in that mater, for my awin 
xdeiff and defence I haiff thought guid till inregifter heir the wrytings quhilk 
I gat at that tyme from the King and Breithring* 

To our trai/lfrinds the Mimfien of the EuangiU at Edinbruche. 

Trkst Frikds, We greit yow hartlie.weiIL At the leat Conrentioan of oar Efteats aflemblit 
for the preventing of the dangerua practeifea of the Papifta, and Tthers oar vnnaturall fubiects ioy- 
nit and confpyring the fabuerfion of Relligion, the wrak of oar perfone and efteat, and perpetual! 
thraldome of oar countrey. to maift merciles fti-angera, it waa refoluit that we fould with all cele- 
ritie haift in expedition toward the Nortbe, left giff tymous remead war nocht pronydit thair ex- 
pected ftrangers might arryae ; and for the better effectuating therof, it was thoacht requifit that 
we fould haiff oar ordinarie force of horfmen and futmen, (of the qahilks oar barrowea verie kynd- 
lie, and of guid will yeildit to a fowme for fufteining of a thowiand fatmen the fpace of twa 
monethes, aa we ourfelff pronydit be oar awin privet moyen the firft monetae to oar hors men,) the 
wather being verie unfeafonable, and fie fpaittee of waters, aa with grait difficultie, and nochtr with* 
oat perrell of a grait part of oar armie, could we attein to this town befor the haiff of the firft 
inonethe was expyrit : Wherby, and be the retreat of oar Rebelles ooaeredlie to corners and hid* 
dittos, thinking to weirie we, and abydmg the ifchew of the pay of oar waigit men, aa things heir 
ar ryk to draw to graitter lainthe then we expected, yit feing what our departoar from this might 
import, and whow manie dangers ar imminent, we ar fallie refolaed to mak oar residence heir, and 
to depart na wnar elles, whill we hane fnllie felled this part of the coontrey, and pat it to fie poinct 
as litle danger falbe fearit, giff we be aydit be yoor kyndlie helpe and promifed releiff. We 
will| therter, maifl; effiecteouflie defyre yow, that yie wilbe inftant be all meanes to moae that oar 
broache of Edinbrnche, and the reft of oar barrowea, to hane at ws in this town befor the xxriij of 
this inftant the feconjl monethes pay, with the reft of the firft monethes, wherof onlie that an haiff 
yit is reflaued. Without the quhilk we wilbe conftreanit to leaue this guid and necefiar wark 
yndone ; wharby the aduerfiuies wilbe fa incouragit, as they will lok for na refiftance, and haiff 
the coontrey opin to ftrangers ; quhilk, befor it fould fall out in our tyme, or anie blam might be 
imput to .ws, we baid rather giff croon, lyff, and whatfoeuer God hes pot in our hands. Be nocht 
therfor canld nor flaw in this mater, but employ your haill means, and fie the fam effectuated, 
whilk we dout nocht bot yie will do, and interpon all yoor guid trauellee and diligence to that ef- 
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feet* Forder, we commit to thin bearer, Mr James Meluill, whom we haiff expreflie chofin to this 

menage, and we wis yow to credit as ourfelff. Sa we comit yow in Gods holy pretectioan. From 

Aberdein the xvj of October, 1594. 

* Sic fubferibitur. 

James R. 

To our trtftf rinds At Proue/t 9 Bailt/ies and ChunJaU (four brouche of Edinbruche, and the 

reft of our burrowe*. 

Traist Frinds, We greit yow hartlie weilL — This bearer, Mr James Meluill, being an of the 
Miniflerie that hea accompanied ws in this haill iorney, and tbertbrow beft acqnented with all our 
proceidings in the way, and fince onr heir coming, We haiff takin occafion annes earand to direct 
him toward yow, to fignifie to yow particnlartie, whow we hah? bein occupied, and what onr in- 
tention is befor oar retoarn. As alfwa haiff infracted him in fie things as be fall fyeciake impart 
to yow in oar name, anent the furtherance of the canfe in hands, whom we will defyre yow firm- 
lie to credit as ourfelff. And & remitting the mater to his fofficiencie, and the particular Letter 
of the reft of the minifterie heir, We commit yow to God. From Aberdein, the xv of October 
1594. 

Skfuhfcribitur. 

James R. 

To our right worfchipfuU and deir Brtithring the Mini/ten <f E&mbrucfte. 

Mtnie ar the tribulations of the righteus, but the Lord delruereth tham oat of them slL 

Right Worschipfull and deir breithring: Albeit the Lord in inftice thretned thia Land 
withe heavie indgments for the contempt of ins fauour, yit we find that in die middee of wrathe 
he remembreth merde, and owercomethe when he is indged. For die King and his CounfaU; with 
his haill companie daylie growes in erneft affection to advance the gaid canfe againft the enemies 
therof, and hea reafolntlie concludit be the grace of God, nocht to remoue out of thir partes befor 
the rtter overthrow of the adoeffarie earns, wherin, as we haine iuft occafion to prate God, & we 
erneftlie recommend to year pemyer die gaid and happie faeces of this actioan. Reqayftmg yow 
lykwayes to employ yonrfelfFs with onr brother Mr James Meluill, the bearer, at the hands of 
your awin Town, that a gaid canfe be nocht forfaken at the vtmaift poinct, and fall throw leak of 
fnfficient rooyen to bear it furthe ; as we dout nocht to find year effectnall affiftance according to 
your sealL The reft to the bearer whom yie will creadit. The Lord prefefue yow, and direct all 
your proceidings to his gloria. From Aberdein the zvj of October, 1594. 

Year breithring and fellow laborers in the Lords herveft, 

Sicfubfcribitur. An. Memhle. 

M*. P. Gailouay. 
J a. Kicolson. 
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/■■ 15d5.— The yeir following* Mr Dauid Blaks minlfterie in 'St Andrew, 
ijuhilk haid wrought' notable guid effects, bathe in the town for the wfcill of 
all the peiples faulles, and ther republic t, and guid. ordour of prouifioun for 
ihe pure, as alfo to landwart for purpofe of biging of kirks, and in the Pref- 
byterie moving non refidents to tak tham to thair kirks and charges, began 
now be the deuiU in vying it to be branglit The inftruments war the Manfe* 
jnoungar, (fa Mr Dauid named him,) Wilyeam Balfour and his fawourars, 
wha fearing. Mr Dauid preualing againft him, and euieting of his hous in the 
Abbay to be a manfe to the minifter, caufit, be diuers courtiours and vthers, 
the Kings eares to be filled with calumnious informationes of the faid Mr 
Dauid his doctrine and rainifterie. As lykwayes be his occafioun of Mr 
Andra, my vncle, Rector of the Vniuerfitie, being the principall mean of the 
iuid Mr Dauids bringing and placing thair, and meanteiner and affiftar of him 
in his minifterie. * . . '. 

• Sa, in the monethe of Auguft 1595, the faid Mr Dauid and my vncle ar 
chargit to' compeir befor the King and Counfall at Falkland to anfwer for cer-» 
tean ipeitches vttered be tham in thair doctrin againft his Maiefties progeni- 
tours ; of the quhilk I knew na thing bot be aduertifinent fira my vncle from 
St Andros to keipe the dyet. Coming to Falkland, the King inquyres of me, 
What I thought of Mr Dauid Blak ? I anfwerit, u I thought him a guid and 
godlie man, and a mightie preatchpur, and a man whafe miniilerie had beiir 
rorie forcible and fruitfull in St Andros "— " O," fayes the King, " yie ar the 
firft man and onlie that euer I hard fpeak guid of him amangs minifterie, 
gentilman or burgeffes." — w Surlie, then, (lay I), I am verie forie, fir, that your 
Maieftie hes noeht fpokin with, the beft fort of tham all."- 1 -". I ken," fayes the 
King in coler, " the beft, and hes fpoken with tham ; bot all your feditiua 
deallings ar doked, and hes bein with that name of the beft men." — " Then, 
furlie, (fay I,) fir, your Maieftie fall do Weill to giff Mr Dauid a fyfe of anie 
in all tha thrie ranks, excepting nan bot fie as hes knawin particulars ; and 
they fyll him, I fall fpeak na mair in this maner to your Maieftie, till 



• An. 1595. — In tbe monethe of Merche, 27, being Furifday, about alleavin houres of the night; 
in place of a ftrie las tbat never leuche, God gane me of my wyff, dearlie beloued, a pleafand boy, 
wba daring bis infancie, being of a fyne fanguineeomplexioun, was a pally me and pleafour, nochlj 
btiiife to my baill familie, 1>ot almoft throw all the town whar ener he was caried, Sa it is a guid 
thing te'tak in patience whateoer God fends. His guid ihyr, Jhone Durie, being with me at that 
tyme, gaue him the bage of baptifme, and called him Jhone, in remembrance of the infpeakable 
grace of God beftowit on him and his fucceflioun. The God of grace mak as mikle to kythe in 
{rim, taming to age, if fa be his pleafure at appeires in the yoatbe inwartlie and outward*. 

2 E 
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your Maieftie find what lie is in effects The King, flipping away fra me, 
goes to a fpeciall courtier, and fayes to him, " Fathe, Mr James Meluill and 
I ar at our graitteft, for I perceaue he is -all for Mr Dauid Blak, and that 
fort." The King, left he fould irritat the Kirk be calling befor his Counfali 
anie minifter for thair docirin, quhilk haid nocht fucceklit weill of befbn, 
called onlie a nomber of the breithring of the minifterie, (namlie fie whilk 
war offendit with Mr Dauids fcharpe and plean form of doctrine, fparing 
nather King nor minifter,) to try this mater and indge thervpon. 

Mr Dauid compeiring, declynit the Kings iudicator in doctrine ; and as fat 
the breithring, he refufit tham nocht, being anie fort of Affemblie of the Kirk, 
rightlie callit for that effect, or vtherwayes in privat to confer with thame? 
and fatiffie tham in anie dout conceavit of his doctrine. The King fununarlie 
and confufedlie paffit ower all, and put nan of thefe things to interloquutar, 
hot called for the witnes. And Mr Dauid, called to fie what he haid to fay 
againft tham, anfwerit, gif that was a Judicator, he fould haiff an anfwer con- 
cerning the vnlawfolnes and incompetencie alleagit ; as lykwayes, but oeas it 
war, as it is nocht, he fould haiff an accufar fortifeit with twa witnes accord* 
ing to the rewll of the Apoftle, &e. That in lyk maner is paft and a nam* 
ber of witnes is examined : Burley the delatter and accuiar being alwayes 
prefent Whilk, when my vncle Mr Andro Meluill perceaving, chapping at 
the chalmer dure, whar we war, comes in, and efter humble reuerence done 
to the King, he braks out with grait libertie of fpeitche, letting the King plant- 
lie to knaw, that quhilk dyvers tymes befor with fmall lyking, he haid tooned 
in his ear, " That thair was twa Kings in Scotland, twa Kingdomes, and twa 
Iurifdictiones, Thir was Chryft Jefus, &c. And gif the King of Scotland, 
ciuill King James the Saxt, haid anie iudicatour or caufe thair prefentlie, it 
fould nocht be to iudge the fathfull meffanger of Jefus Chryft, the King, &e« 
hot (turning him to the Lard of Burley, (landing there,) this trator, wha has 
committed diuers poincts of hie treafone againft his Maiefties ciuill Lawes, 
to his grait diftionour and offence of his guid fubiects* namlie taking of his 
peacable fubiects on the night out thair houfies, rauifhing of weimen, and re* 
ceatting within his hous of the Kings rebels and forfault enemies," &e* 

With this Burley falles down on his knies to the King, and cranes Juftice* 
w Juftice !" fayes Mr Andro ; " wald to God yow haid it, yow wald nocht be 
heir to bring a Judgment from Chryft vpon the King, and thus falflie and vn~ 
iuftlie to vex and accufe the fathfull fervants of God." The King began with 
fum countenances and fpeitches to command filence and da(he him ; bot he, 
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mfiirging with graiter bauldnes and force of langage, buir oat the mater fa, 
that the King was fean to tak it vpe betwix tham with gentill termes and 
mirrie talk ; faying, " They war bathe litle men, and thair hart was at thair 
mouthe," &a Sa that meitting was demiffit the fornoone. Nether war we. 
aflemblit again in ante forme of Judicator ; bot, when I peroeauit the King 
to be incenfed, and verie euill myndit bathe againft Mr Andro and Mr Dauid, 
I fpak the Erie of Mar, being at Court, informing him of the treuthe of ma- 
ters, and whow dangerus a thing it was to his Maieftie at fie a tyme to brak 
out with the Kirk, whill as Boduell haid confedrit with the Papift Lords, 
and as be knew ther was prefentlie a grait commotion in all the Bordars, be- 
fought him therfor to eounfall his Maieftie aright, and mitigat thefe maters. 
The quhilk he did fathfullie. And fa the King callit Mr Dauid to him felff 
in privat and hamlie maner, defyring to vnderftand the treuthe be way of 
conference; the quhilk Mr Dauid fchew him to his faiiffactioun. In lylc 
maner, Mr Andro, wha, efter his fafone, maift frielie reafonit with the King, 
and tauld him his mynd betwix tham to the Kings contentation ; and fa in 
end his Maieftie directed me, efter lang conference on thir maters, to go to St 
Andros and teatche, and declar the mater, fa as the peiple might be put out 
of euill opinion, bathe of his Maieftie and thair rainifter, and whow that all 
was weill aggreit. Whilk I did vpon the morn in St Andros, teatching the 
127 Pfalme ; and becaufe I' knew it wald be marked, I fett down the haill 
poincts I was to fpeak in wrait vpon that mater, as followes : 

• 

Now, I am fare, gaid Chriftianes and breithring, yie wald fean haiff newea from this laft dyet, 
whilk we haue keipit with his Maieftie at Falkland. And, indeid, the Kings Maieftie and brei- 
thring of the minifterie ther convenit, fearing that quhilk in effect is fallen oat, via. the feibnes of 
euill fame, quhilk ever reports of all things to the warft, and oftentymea fawes abrod tie* for veri* 
tie, and euill newea for guid, as we heir it hes hein reported amang yow, that the King haid begoun 
40 put at the.KirJc* and to plunge in maters with the minifterie, namlie haid mel'de with your paf- 
tor t and ather put Urn to exyll, warde or fylence, whilas, indeid, ther is na thing les ; therfor hes 
his Maieftie and the faid breithring directed me to this place to teftifie and declar the treuthe. 
Firft, then, it is of veritie, that a grait number of euill reports hes bein caried from this place to the 
King, fa biffie lies men hem, fpecialie fie as war twitched in thair particulars, quhilk might haue 
eafelie moued and erabet the King ; bot he fofpendit his opinion, and referuit all to a iuft tryell, as 
eccafion might heft ferae for the faming. 

Amangs the reft, a delatioun of leat was maid maift offenfiue and odius, That Mr Dauid, your 
parlor by name, fould haue publictlie from pulpit traducit the Kings mother. maift yyllie, to mak 
his Maieftie contemptible in the eis of his peiple, and to fteir vpe the feditius to treafonable and 
dangerus attempts againft his Maiefties efteat and perfone ; the quhilk could nocht be fufibrit ▼n- 
put to tryeH. Compelling then befor his Maieftie, and a guid number of the breithring of the 



220 MR JAMES MELVILL'S DIART- 1«W; 

inxniftrte, bathe 'the accofar and accnfit, the accofar affirmed that your Paftor haid fpokin nener a 
gaid word of the Kings mother, but mikle euill ; the qnbilk, gif he, fould nocht prone be fufficient 
witnes tber prefent, be fould be content to tyne his land, his lyff and all. 

Your Pallor anfwered, he haid comendit his Maiefties mother for manie grait and rare gifts, and 
excellent verteus ; and onlie verie fparinglte and foberlre baid twitched the treutbe of the Judgment* 
Of God, quhilk haid com on hir for reruimg the wbolfome admonitioun of the Word of God. S* 
tj»e witnes war prodncit and examined. It was fund cleir in end, that your parlor, contrar to the 
accufation, haid fpoken mikle guid of the Kings mother, as alfo baid fpoken concerning the iu<Jg- 
inents of God vpon hir in hir fall. 

The King could nocht think it altogidder vnlawfull to vfe his mother for exemple ; bot thought 
it na wayes expedient in his tyme, becaufe of the peiple, that is euer readie to draw- that to the con-» 
tempt of his Hienes perfone, and of the feditins and treafonable, wbarof tber is manie in the land* 
wha ar euer readie to grip therat, as thought the forme of mens dealling againft hir, quhilk was ex* 
traordinar, might be drawin in exemple, and vfit be tham : Tberfor it was thought expedient be the 
haill breithring tber, that nather Mr Dauid nor na minifler fould fpeak a word of his Maiefties 
mother, till that a certean Act of the Generall Aflemblie, maid theranent at Dondie, war fein and 
eonfidderit, and in all tymes coming the tennour therof to be keipit preoehlie. » 

, And for iatifiaction of his Maieftie, the iatd Mr Dauid cam maift humblie in his Maiefties pre? 
fence, and acknawlagit tber, that, as he fould roak anfwer to God, rpon the Wage of bis miniiterie, 
he thought nocht that bis fpeitches could be offeniiue to his Maieftie, nor anie wayes meinit to baiff 
offendit his Hienes, bot onlie Wit that exemple to bear down finne in tbe perfone quhilk he was 
rebuking ; nather yit wald he heirefter vfe that fpeitche, nor anie vther wilfalHe of rrtdewtifullie, 
to his Maiefties offence' or difpleafour ; bot as his hart wes afauld, vpright and maift affeciienad fc* 
his Maieftie* as anie fubiects or minifters in the realise, fk wald be male it knawia in experience, 
and all dewtie to his Hienes heirefter. Wbarwith bis Maieftie was weill pleafit, and in guid fawonr 
dimiued the faid Mr Dauid. Conceaue tberfor rightlie and reuerentlie, and ftand in guid opinion 
bathe of your Prince and Paftor, for the difcharge of all dewties addettit to tham, and pray God 
to keipe his Maieftie in guid concord and aggriment with his fathfull and trew ferrands, deteaft- 
ing from your harts the euill difpofition of fie perfones, that for tbair particular is fett to the 
contrar. ' 

i 

This piece of fervice was weill aneuche lyked and accepted on bathe th$ 
partes ; bot my court grew les therefter, and, as we will heir, at the hajn* 
'coming of the papifts Lords, clein deceyit. And to leaue the treuthe of my 
courting teftified befor God, befor whom I walked, I fought it nocht, but it 
fell on me be the occafion reherfed. When it cam on, I interteaned it as I 
could in confidence, (quhilk, indeid, was hard to do, and coil me manie foa* 
prik in hart,) cheiflie and firft, to mak the King to ken that we loued him 
deirlie, and wald do anie thing that ley in ws for his pleafuring with the war- 
rand of God and a guid confidence, that, by his throuche lyking and coniune- 
Jtion with the Kirk, maters, bathe in Kirk and polecie, might go right and 
Weill fordwart And trewlie, I thank God, during my twa yeirs court, it was 



169ft JfR JAMES MELVILL'S DIARY. 821 

fa. Bot as I was thus abbot to win the King as ita me lay to the Kirk, fa 
was he in winning of me to the Court ; and when on ather fyde all meanes 
was vflt, and bathe keipit our groundes, without grait vantage an of another, 
we relented and fearlie reteired, as the continowing of this Storie will in the 
Awin place declar. f fhe onlie particular quhilk I haid, was the pitifull efteat 
tf the guid honeft men of St Andros, whale caufe and condition was ioyned 
& with the efteat of the Kirk and guid breitbring, that therwith it ftud and 
fell, Bot for myfelff, as God knawes, I haid neuer a croun be my courtein, 
hot lpendit euerie yeir the halff of my ftipend theron ; and the treuthe was I 
neuer fought nane, and I gat nan vnfought. 

• In the monethe of September following, the Erie of Orkney, be the Lard 
of Burleyes moyen, cam to St Andros, as direct from the King, and reconcyled 
the faid Lard with Mr Andro Meluill, Rector, and Mr Dauid Blak, and Mr 
Robert Walace, minifters of St Andros, and that verie craftelie, vnder pre- 
test therof to draw again the peiple to the hous of Darfy, and caufe tham 
change thair Proveft again, as they did : For Captean Murray, perceaving the 
changeablenes of the peiple, and the weght of the office, demitted the fara wil- 
linglie ; and fa be the vther faction of the peiple fauored be Court, the Lard 
ef Darfy wes receayit again* That coft ws a fafchius iorney to St Jhonftoun. 
Returning fra the quhilk, certean newes cam of the Chancellar, Mr Jhone Me- 
tellans departour, whom Mr Andro, Mr Robert Bruce and I haid vifited nocht 
lang befor, and left at a verie guid efteat for the lyff to come. He was a man 
of grait leming, wifdome and ftoutnes, and kythe in end to haue the feir of 
God, deing a guid chriftian and louar of Chryfts fervants. And, indeid, he 
was a grait inftrument in keiping the King af the Kirk, and fra faworing of 
Papifts, as the yeir efter it kythed cleirlie. 
►'•.♦■ 

1596.— That Wintar the liaill officiary of Efteat war alterit, and the Kings 
Jiaill eflfeaies concerning his patrimonii propertie and cafualities war put in 
the hands of aught > and fa almaift the haill adminiftratioun of the reaftne ; and 
therfor named Oct aui ans ; the an halff wharof war fufpected papifts, and the 
reft litle better. This was mikle thought of, and portendit a grait alteration 
in the Kirk, whilk fell out the yeir following, 1596,* quhilk may be markett 



r yeir had twm prodigins things, quhilk I marked amang we, on the coft fyd. Ane in the 

fetnzie ouk efter Pace, the day being fear about noon, ther fell a cloud of rean vpon Kellie Law, 
and the mbnteanea befyd, thai for a fpace couered them with rinning water, the quhilk defending 
therfra, rafit & at ane inftant tlie ftiypea and bnrnea, that they war vnpeilable to the tnraellara, 
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for a fpeciall periodic and fatall yeir to the Kirk of Scotland, and therfor man 
tak mair pean to fchaw the maters that fell out therin. It haid a ftrange va- 
rietie and mixture : The beginning therof with a fchaw of profit in planting 
of the Kirks with perpetuall locall impends ; the mids of it verie confortable 
for the exerceife of Refbrmatioun, and renewing of the Covenant ; bot the end 
of it tragically in wafting the Sion of our Jerufalem, the Kirk of Edinbruche, 
and thretning na les to manie of the reft. The redeiming wharof, I feir be 
tyme, falbe fund to haue coft wt deirar be the los of the haill libertie of 
Chryfts kingdome in Scotland, nor giff all annes haid bein wafted and ow« 
rune. Wherin I pray God of his mercie, that my feir may be fund foolifhe** 
The occupatioun and continuall laboring to efchew rating out, maid me be* 
for nocht to mention anie peanes takin vpon planting, whowbeit ther was mi- 
kle at diuers tymes, namlie in the yeirs fourfcore ten, twoll and threttein 
yeirs. Wharanent we haid diuers commifliones from Parliament and Gene* 
rail Aflemblie, and quhilk indeid was bathe peanftill and expenfiue to me 
amangs vthers ; bot becaufe I can recompt na effect of tham,* I fall fett down 
this yeirs wark alleanarlie, when Commifliones war giffen out vpon an Act ot 
Parliament and Letters, to dell with Taxmen and all Titulars of teinds for 
effectuating of the belt conftant Plat, that efter lang aduyfinent takin amangs 
ws wes put in ordour and pennit be Mr Jhone Lindfay, fecretar, and the 
quhilk to ferue for all thofe biotik maters, I thought meit to be heir infert, 
if that firft I mark a thing that I hard Mr Alexr. Hay, Clerk Regifter, a 
man of anie in Scotland maift exerceifed in tha maters, and the faid Mr Jhpne 
Lindfay, a man of the graiteft lerning and folid naturall wit ioyned with that, 
I knew, controuert diuers tymes, bathe be word and wrait anent that Plot 
The an balding that it was an impoflibilitie as things ftud in Scotland to deuyfe 
a conftant Plat, or giff it war deuyfit, to effectuat it, and deid in that opinion ; 
the vther, to wit, Mr Jhone, balding that bathe was poflible, and therfor fett 
himfelff to devyfe the fam, and put it in mundo as followes ; bot concerning 
the effectuating therof he died in the fam fathe with the Clark Regifter* 

whowbeit weill borft. The burn of Anftruther was never fein fa grait in mans memorie, as il raft 
within an hour. The read fpeat of frefhe water market the fie mair nor a my 11 and a halff. That 
brought grait barrennes vpon the land the yeirs following. The vther waa « monflruus grait 
whaale, be for the berveft cam in, vpon Kincrag Sandes. 

* For the General), whowbeit I man remember to the grait praife of God, that our particular 
trauelles war fa bliffit, that wbarat our coming to St Andros titer was nocht paffing four or fyve 
Kirks therabout planted with minifters, ther is this day faztein or fevintein in the Preibyterie tier* 
of; manie of them alfweill prouydit as in anie of the Countrey, 1600. 
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The New and Conjkmt Plat of Planting the haill Kirks of Scotland, penned to beprtfented 

to the King and Ejteats in An. 1596. 

m 

Ouhb Soukranz Lord, with confent of hit thrie Eftaite ia Parliament, vnderftanding that bo 
the Law of God il is expreflie coaunandit, lykas alfwa for interteinment of reDigkran and Goda 
Arnoev il ia mair nor neceflar that the miniftera of hia Holie Word haiff fufficient rents for tbair 
honeft faftentattoon ; Coofideriag alio that the rents and patrimonie qnhilk perteined of aold to Kick rent damnified 



the Kirk ia graitnmlie damnified and exhanft be the annexationn of the baill temporalitie therof . *• 

to hia Hienea Croon, and be the erectionnea of a grait part of die fiud tempoTall lands of the Erectionnen, ' 



Kirk with diners Kirks and Teinda inemdit therwith in new temporall lordfehipes, and be the Jj^f J^ft T * k8 * 
new fafose of ietting of mag takes of the (aid teinda for diners nyntein yeirs, and lyff rente dewtie, 
focceffine for peyment of fmall filner dewtie nawayea eqnioalent to the halff of the reaibnar Lyfflwnts, 
hie Tatar of the iaide teinda ; and be the pretendit rigbtea of fa monie perfonea lyfirents, affig- Penrionnes, ' 
natioiinee, and Tther difpofitionnea of the ftids teinda and dewtiee of Take, and be his Ma- Kings tuperplu*, 
iefties rights of the Thrida fnperplus, comoan Kirks, firft fraicte, and fyft pennie of ilk bene- FinUfraitt, ** 



fiee, rights and difpofitioa of the lam, proeeiding from hia Hienea efter hia perfyt age ; and fra F J ft PcDni ^ 
hk Graces predecefibara, for the maift part tatefied in Parliaments— Wharby tber ia na moyea Dispositions tfben*. 
left prefentlie to segment the fmall ftipend of anie pare minifter, albeit he haid nener fa grait ne- fi f ea » 
ceffitie ; nor yit to plant anie new miniftera at anie congregation, albeit the maift part of all the par p K L 
roche Kirks of Scotland ar altogidder deftitnt of ail exerceife of Relligiomt : And that ther ia a 
grait namber of miniftera nocht pronydit, bat orating ypon fnm fpeciall charge and vocationn, lyk« 
as a gtait nvmber of gokl fcboUars of the yoothe of this Realme, for the lyk ponertie, is compeUit 
to pea to France to the grait danger of apoftafie fra Relligion, whar Ttberwayea they might be 
profitable to the Kirk, and might be honeftlie interteined vpon the faid Teinda : Qnhilka teinda nocht Teinda be all Law tbe 
enlie befor the wryttin Law of God, and therefter be exprea commandiment of the fan, hot alio ***& iutt right. 
he the confent of all nationnea, and fpecialie of this Realme, hea euer perteined to the Kirk ; wher* 
by of all.reafone the Kirk, haneing na Tther patrimonie, aoght to be meanteined in the right pof- 
ftffioon of the iaida Teinda, at leift ay and whill they be faffidentlie pronydit vtherwayes : Con* Na new pfouisioun to 
forme to theqabiik, diners Actea hes bein maid in Parliament, that befor the new pronifion of anie w? 1 ?*** **{ff? ! Jl? , 
ptelat, the miniftera at the Kirks and Paroches vnited to the faid prelade foold be firft pronydit be prouydit 
to foffident ftipenda, vtherwayes the proxiiiioan of the prelacie to be nail. And lykwayes in tbe tent Act of PsrL 67. 
Act of the Parliament, hanldin 1567, it ia ordeanit, that the haill thriddes foold be firft employed 
to the Tfe of the minifters ay and whill the Kirk com in pofleffioun of tbair awin patrimonie, 
aohUk ia die Teinda. And ala in the ibid Act of Annexatioan, and diners Tther lonable actea, it Act of Aimexatioun. 
ia exprefiie pronydit, that the Miniftera foold be fojficieottie pronydit of leivinga farthe of the 
heft and readieft of the fpiritoalities, and that they fonld be pronydit in tytle to all fmall benefices ; 
that they timid be pronydit to Maafes and Gleiba for tbair refidence at tbair Kirks ; and that laic Gldb*. 

Fatronea foold pronyde qnalifiet perfonea • whilk actea hea nocht tean follie effect, but in tbe contra* 
die leiringa of the faid minifters left incetteanlie to be fought from yeir to yeir at hia Hienea Cbeo 
qner, oat of the thrida with infinit procea in Law, be reaibne of the manifald diipofttionea of the 
Skid thridea to rther laic perfonea proeeiding fra hia Hienea aa haning right to the haill thrids, co- 
moan Irirka, foperphas, fyft pennie and temporalitie of ilk benefice, and be reaibne of tbe collation 
of benefices pleno inre to peribnes na wayes qoalefied, contrar to the gnid meining and intentions: 
of the foruida Actea of Parliament, to the vtter wrak and diftrnctionn of the Kirk be plean poner- 
tie as tbe profeft enemies of Cbryft wald bane done of aold, gtff fpidie remeadie be nocht fund : 
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Thairfor his Hienes„reraembering that ther is na thing mair proper to his royall office nor to 

be -the nuriflar of the tre\v Kirk, and to' be cairfull of the advancment of the trew relligiounYlnd 

continowing therof to the pofteritie, with confent of the Eftaits in Parliament, be the tennonr of 

All Teinds the pro- ^m ^^ £) ECLARE s, That the haill Teinds of this Real me, bathe of perfonages and vicarages, af- 

Kirk. «weill vnited to prelacies and vther dignities as nocht vnited, and vther Teinds whatfumeuer, hes 

perteined in all tymes bygean, and fall pertein in all tymes coming, to the Kirk as thair proper pa* 

trimonie : And of new, with confent forfaida, giffs, grants, and difpones, and perpetnalie mortefies 

the faids Teinds of all perfonages and vicarages and vther benefices whatfumeuer within this realme, 

to the Kirk to remean therwith as thair awin proper patrimonie conform to the tennour of this 

1. Locall stipends of prefent Act in all tymes coming. And with advys forfaid, ftatutes and ordeanes that the Lords of 

V^uaUouto^cand Checqner with fie of the minifterie as falbe apotnted heir vnto, being of asqnal number, with the 

ftic Towns in euerie fcd» Lords, fall modifie and affing out of certean townes of ilk paroche a certeaa quantitie 

uTHanse!^od!u b t>f victuall of the Teind fcheaues therof, and vther dewties of the Vicarage, as the nature of the 

withstanding anie ground may pay, with the manfe and haill gleib land, giff the fam remean yit vnfewed ; and gif 

mans right whatsum- ^ fjdd ^ ^ fewed) four ^^ of the fa j d gleib) ^^ ^ fam ^ of the Perfone,, Vieaw, 

Bifchopes, Pryors or Pryorefes, Deans or Spbdeans, Abbayes, or anie vther Kirk land for the gleib ; 
as an locall ftipend to ilk paroche Kirk of this Realm, without exception, for fomentation of the 
minifter therat fufficientlie and honeftlie in all refpects of the fruicts of the paroche itfelff, nocht* 
withflanding the faids Kirks be annexed to prelacies or vther benefices' or nocht, doted to Colleages 
or Vniuerfities, or vtherwayes perteining to auld poffeffburs of whatfumeuer degrie, or to mmif* 
tors newlie prouydit in tytle therto, at the Kings prefentation or laic patrones, deuydit amangs ma* 
nie Prebendaries, Dignities or Chaplanries, or nocht deuydit, comoun Kirks, or vther whatfum* 
euer qualitie or conditioun the Grid paroche Kirks hes bein, or be whatfumener maner of way. the 
teinds therof hes bein bruiked in .tymes bypafc ; and nochtwithftanding all and whatfumener right 

s his M aieftie may haiff or pretend to the thrids, fuperplus, firft friucta and fyft pennie of the faids 

benefices ; and nochtwithftanding of all penfiones, takes, affighationes, lyffirents, erectionnea,'of the 
•faid Teinds, or anie part therof, in an temporal 1 Lbrdfchipe, proutfipn to prelacies, or vther bene* 
fices, vniones or diuifiones of the faids parorhes and vther difpofitionnes of the faids Teinds, or anie 

* part therof whatfumeuer proceiding from his Maieftie or his predeceflburs, efter his or thair perfyt 

age confirmed in Parliament, with whatfumener folemnitie or vtherwayes, to whatfumeuer caf- 
telles, collages or vniuerfities, particular perfone of whatfnmeuer degrie : And nochtwHhfUnding 
whatfumeuer vther taks, penfionnes, lyffrents, fewing of the faids Teinds, with Landes, and 
fewing of the faids gleibs, and vther difpofition whatfumeuer, maid be prelates or beneficed per- 
fones, with confent of thair Chaptours to wliatfumeuer particular perfone, collage or vniuerfitie 
for whatfumeuer fpace of yeirs or zeirlie dewtie : And nochtwithftanding the priuilage of Lords of 
Seilioun, and aetes of Parliaments, and vther Lawes bygean, vniones, annexationnes and incorpora- 
tiones of feuerali paroche Kirks to a prelacie or vther benefice, or diuifion or the fruicts of a paroi 
i chine amang manie prebendaries, or chapleans, or vthers ; and nochtwithftanding of all vther impe* 

diments quhilk anie way may ftay the full execution of this prefent Act. 

- Declaring all and whatfumeuer the forfaida prouifions of benefices, vniones, incorporationes, 
diuifiones, takes, penfionnes, lyffrents, erectiones, and fewing of Teinds, Manfes, Gleibs, Priutlagee, 
Actes, Lawes, and Conftitutionnes, formar and vther difpofitiones whatfumeuer of the faids Teinds, 
Manfes and Gleibs proceiding from his Maieftie, or his Maiefties predeoeuours, orfra whatfumeuer 
vther beneficed perfone with whatfumeuer folemnitie, to be null in tyme coming, in fa far as they 
may mak anie preiudice to this prefent act, and to the particular locall afflgnatioun of ftipends to 
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be affigned to ilk paroche kirk, conform therto, and td the fall execution therof but anie vther 
reduction or dedarstour of law. Withe powar to the faids Lords and Minifters to tak trew tryall 
of the valour of the faids Teinda, and to apoinct, ordean, and aifigne the faids perpetnall locall 
ilipend at ilk paroche out of fie fpeciall Towns and Leads of the faid parodies, and to vneit feue* 
rail parodies in an, or diffluer and feparat an in ma,' withe confent of- the parochinars. And to ' Buik. 
mak a fpeciall Buik thervpon, and gencrallie to do all things necefiar for this effect. Whilk locall 
aftignationes of ftipends and teinds whatfumeuer of the particalar Townes and Lands to befpecified 
therin, iall pertain als frieiie to the minifter of the faid paroche as giff ;he Laid bein prouydit of The Minister* r\*U 
avid in tytle therto. Withe powar to the faid minifter to collect, gather, and intromeat with, and %$*™*?£ j£^_ ie 
to mak warnings and inhebitionnes againft the pofleffours of the faids Teinds, Manfes, and G)eib*» uattain. 
with als grait effect as anie Perfone or Vicar, or anie Yther beneficed perfone might have done in 
anie tymes bypaft, nochtwitbftanding all impedimenta forfaids and nher whatfnmeuer, bat pre* 
iadice of the faids minifters rightes to the baill remanent of the faids benefices, when the fam fall 
Teak and fall in thair hands be deceas of the prefent poffefiburs, reducing or expyring of Takes, or 
ytherwayes whatfnmener, and of the frie difpofitionn thervpon as accordes of the Law, and con- 
form to this prefent Act in all poincts. And for the better ezecntionn of the premises, Our 
Souerainb Lord, with advys forfaid, duTolues ezpreilie all and whatfnmener vniones of feue- 2. Dissolution of grait 
rail paroche Kirks to prelacies, benefices of dignitie and vthers, and fupprefles and abrogattes bcnefices> - 
the name and ftylles of the (aid prelacies and dignities, and vnites of new the Teinds of ilk parocbe 
whar the fiun was denydit of auld amangs inante Prebendaries, Cbapleanes, or vthers in a baill be- 
nefice, and ordeanea that minifters be pronydlt in tytle to ilk paroche kirk in particular, quhilk was 
befpr vnited to prelacies now yacand, or qnhilk hes vacked in his Graces hands fen the parliament 
balden at • . . An. 1584, or qnhilk fall in anie wayes veak heirefter be dimiffioun, depriua- 
tionn, or Ttherwayes whatfnmener; and to all Yther feuerall parodies, vacand bathe to the parfon- 
agea and vicarages therof, with the manfe and gleib of four aikers of land, conform to the format 
actes maid anent the faids gleibs and manfes ; at the qnhilk kirks the faid minifters falbe oblefit to 
mak thair refidence, and fall haiffintromiffionn with the fruicts tlierof, conform to this prefent Act 
and Buik of Perpetnall Modificatioun of the locall ftipends to follow heirvpen. And efter thair 
diceas, demiffioun or depriuatioun, vther qualefiet perfones to be prefented therto be his Hienes Patronages. 
and his Grace fuccenours, and be vthers haneand the right of prefentatioun and patronage therof ; 
and that na new Prebanderies falbe prouydit efter the decek of the prefent polTeflburs, bot the rent 
to accres to the leiving of the minifter, conform to this Act, etc 

. And beranfe it is maift necefiar that the faids locall ftipends be of a certean quantitie according & The Estimators of 
to the nature of the ground, and out of certean fpeciall landes maift eweft to the Kirk and com* Xownct Teinds. 
modius for the minifter, that tbe minifter may knaw whom of to crane' his dewtte. 'And fdng it 
is impoffible to the Lords of Checquar to knaw what landes till apoinct for peyment heirof, be rea- 
dme they knaw nocht nather the names of tbe lands, nor the valour of the Teind fcheayes of ilk 
particular town and lands within tliis'realme : Thairfor* his Hienes, with aduys forfaid, ordeans, . 
that ilk Prefbyterie within this Realme, with advys of tbrie barrones or landit gentilmen, wha hes 
thair refidence within tbe faid prefbyterie, of guid relligioun, and leift participant of Kirk rents, • - 

chofin be advys of the General 1 Afiemblie, and failyeing of the concurrence of the faids barrones, 
that the faids Prefbyteries be thamfelues fall bane powar till eftimat reafonablie tbe valour of 
teinds, bathe Perfonage and Vicarage, of ilk particular townes and landes lyand within ilk ane of 
the faids parodies of thair prefbyterie*, and of the commoditifnes therof to the fuftentatioun of the 
: Whilk eftimatioun fidbe publift vpon twa feuerall Sondayes in tyme of divyne fervice in 

2» 
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the faid paroche Kirks, with prouifiouu, that whatftuneuer partte entereft ia anie wayes be the find 
eftimatioun, and pieife to complean thervpon, fall haiff maift fammar remead, befor the faids Lorda 
of Checqner, efter fummarie cognitioun of the canfe betwix the faid preibyterie and particular mi- 
rafter of the paroche Kirk and generall procutour for the Kirk, or vthers having enterea on the an 
part, and the faid partie compleaner on the vther part 

4. The maner of set- Attour, becaufe the dilapidatioun of the rents of the Kirk hes proceidit for the maift part fra 
ting Takes. ^e Kirk men tbamfelues, wha haid ower grait libertie to fett fie lang Takes and Fewes, and for fie 

dewtie as they pleafit, the folenmitie of ordinar Cbaptoora ferviag noefat to reftrean the faid dila* 
pidationn for the quhilk they war firft inftitut, bot rather to authorife the fkm, qnhilk Chaptoora 
for the maift part ar now worn away : Therfor, Our Soveraine Lord, with aduys forfaid, fta* 
tntes and ordeanes, that na minifter or beneficed perfone fall hane powar to fett in tak, or mak anie 
kynd of difpocitioun, alteratioun, or change in anie wayes, the efteat of the locall Aipends of the 
t>aroches, with whatfumener confent or folenmitie ; Bather to fett new Taks or to renew anld Takes 
of whatfumener vther Tcinds of his Paroche, or of anie part therof, or mak whatfumener difpoiU 
tioun of the fam in tymes coming, without the confent of the haill or maift part of the Prefbyterie, 
wherin the paroche lyes, afiemblit at their ordinarie day of conveining, efter reasoning twa former 
ordinarie dayes anent the aaquitie of the fetting, renewing, or making of the (aids Taks and difpo* 

5. For eacbewing of fitiounes. And declares that the converting of victual! or vther dewties in flitter, falbe expres dimi* 
Takes.* 1 ** g nutioun of the rentall, and a caufe of nullitie or reduction* And for efchewing of antedeatting of 

Takes and rightes of Teinds whatfumener, and of the infinit tyme for the quhilk the fam is fett in 
tyme bypaft, his Hienes, with aduys forefaid, ordeanes, That all and whatfumener Taks of what* 
fumeuer Teinds fett in anie tyme preceiding the dait heirof for "whatfumener langer tyme of manie 
nyntein yeir takes or lyfFrents fucceffiue, fall indure onlie for tlie fpace of nyntein yeirs efter the 
dait of the faida Taks. Withe prouifion, that whatfumener nyntein yeirs Taks or lyffrent of Teinds, 
quhilk hes nocht begoun in the fetters tyme, falbe null and of nan aveall, albeit an vther nyntein 
yeir tak ar lyffrent contined in that fam Tak hes begoun or run out in the faid fettars tym. And 
that all former takes of Teinds preceiding the dait heirof, lyffrents, affignatiounes, penfionnes, erec* 
tionnes, fewes, and vther difpofitionnes of Teinds, falbe producit befor the Lords of Cbecquare be- 
fore the day of niztocome, and regiftrat in the buiks of the Collectorie. At the leift fa mikle 
of the faids erectionnes and fewes to be regiftrat as concernes the right of Teinds oontenit therin 9 
And the dait of the regiftratioun therof, and the perfone ingiflkr of the faids Taks and vther rights, 
to be regiftrat therwith in lyk maner, and market and fubferyvit be the Collectour Clark vpon 
the bak of the faids Taks, and rightes for efchewing of all fraudes quhilk may be neirin* withe oer- 
tificatioun that the Takes and vther rightes of whatfumener teinds nocht regiftrat, as faid is, (alb** 
Bull, and mak na fathe in iudgment nor without. And that the imprenting or publication of thb 
Act, falbe fufficient intimatioun heirof, and of the certificatioun forfaid, without anie vther fpedaJi 
Lettres, etc. 
a. For eschewing the Mairouer, becaufe the minifters and vther benificed or laic perfones, hauing the right of Teinda 
faackrie and danger of vther menes heritage, oftymes ininftlie troubles bathe tbamfelues and the lawfull poffeftours 
p y • of the faids Teinds, with Inhibitiones and Actionnes of Spuilyie, wherby they eompell tham to 

height thair teinds aboue the reafonable valor, Tharfor Our Soverain Lord, with advys forfaid, 
declares and ordeanes, that whatfumener perfone is lawfullie in the naturall pofleffioun of Teinda 
be the leading and intromentting therwith, the heritage or prefent right of pofleffioun of the land 
being bis awin, and makes guid and thankfull jteyment within dayes efter ilk term, of the 

dewtie of the faid Teinds, conform to the eftimatioun aboue wrettin, to be maid be the Preibyte- 
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rice forfiud to the minifter* sad Tthers hauing right to the £ud Teinds, in that cais, tlie find perfone 
fidbe frie of all actioun of Spulyie and danger quhilk may follow Tpon inbibitiones led againft him 
theranent : Prouyding always*, that whatfonaeuer perfome committee anie Tiolence in electing of 
an Tiber forth of the natarall pofleJfioun of leadding of Teinda, falbe fnbiect ether to the actioun of 
Spulyie, or to the quadruple of the eftimatioun forlaid, at the options of the pertie eiected, aa laid 
it. Lykaa aifo it is prouydit, that wbar the right, bathe of the propertie, and prefent right of the 
netoaH pofleffioun of the Land, and ala of the Teinda concurree in a mana perfone, it fall be kifome 
to him to VA Inlnbitionnes, and conform to the sold ordour, apprehend pofleffionn of hb awin 
teinda, payaad ahrayea the dewtie and raluatioun therof to the minuter, or Tthers baiffing right. 
In the qnfailk cute, the offer of the eftimatioun forfiud falbe na releoant defence to rescind the na- 
tural! pofleffioun of the Teinda of an Ytber perfonee heritage : And to ef chew the danger of Spnilyia 
in prejudice of him wha hea the right bathe of the Lands and Teinda, aa find is, and in fawour of 
him wha hea na prefent right to the actnall pofleffionn of an Tther manea land, nor yit of the Teinda 
therof, etc. A ttour, be reafone that the find patrimonie of the Kirk foald alfb ruftein and vphanld 7. The Rental of the 
Scboles and Pure with the comonn effearea of the Kirk and Tther godlie Wee, Tberfor Out Somas Sa P er P lu *« 
Lord, with adrys forfaid, ftatutea and ordeanea that a perf yt rentall be maid of the fuperplua of the 
rente of ilk paroche kirk, by and attonre the forfalda locall ftipends, contenting die rigbtes, be the . 
quhilk the fnperplna of ilk benefice ia prefentlie pofleffit, and that the minifter, albeit be be prouydk 
intytle to the haul benefice, and baiff the collectione of the haill fraicta therof, and libertie to reduce 
takes or fewes, aa anie Tther beneficed perfone might bane done of befer, yit the fidda niinifter* 
Jail nocht bane the frie difpofitioun of the faid fuperplua to their awin rfe, bet falbe coraptable 
therfor to tham wha fall obtain the right therof. And in ceaa of thair failyie inthankfull payment, 
or commit Tiolence, they falbe fnbiect to the dangers of fpulyies dnble or quadruple of the eftima* 
tjoun forfaid, fyklyk aa Tthers that makea nocht peyment thankfuUie to the faid miniftera tbam* 
ftroes, conform to the former Article. 

And aa for the faid fuperplua of the rent of ilk particular paroche Kirk, by and attonr the locall a Distribution of the 
and perpetuall ftipend apointed for the minifter, whilk fuperplua atber prefentlie perteinea to the Superplus. 
Kirk be Tacking of the benefice or Ttherwayes, or fall heirefter pertein or fall in the Kirks hands, 
he expyriag or reductioan of Take and Tther rigbtes, decek of the prefent pofieflburs, or rtberwayea 
wnatfumeuer, Our Souerain Lord, with adrys forefaid, ordeanea and ftatutes that the (aid fuperplua 
fidbe difponit be the adyyt of the Lords of Checquar, and breither of the minifterie apointed for 
moeSncatioun of ntinifters ftipends : Firft to the Collages and Lords of Sefieun, and anld poflef* 
fours of the. benefices induring their lyfftymes, forfamikle aa fidbe tean fro them be the prefent 
ordour : Nirt, that the comonn effearea of the Kirk be fufficientlie fufteined therrpon : Thridlie, 
that reafoanhie oonfideretkmn be haid of the pure, of ftrangers, of weidowes and orphelinga; repa- 
ratioun of brigges, kirks, hofpitallea and Tther godlie warkiu And gif tber be anie reft, the lam 
fidbe collected and keiptt to the vfe of the kirk, and at thair difpofitioun alleanerlie. And what* The coWun efkarci 
fumeuer particular perfone, collage, or Tther fall obtein affignatioun of ante part of the fuperplua be ^hoUes^aod Pare. 
die fiids Lords and modifiers, tliair fidd affignatioun and letters therrpon fidbe fpecialie in quanti* to be proeyiit out of 
tie, and out of what townes and kndes the fiun is affigned ; and the finds letres falbe fpecialie directed ^tuTfat^f d?." 
agamft the tenents and actuall pofleflbura of the fiiids particular lands, and the minifter of the pa- 
roche alleanerlie, fira that na lettres in tyme coming be directed generaU againft all and iindrie 
parochinarv etc. ; and of the heft and readieft of the frukta quher the right quherrpon the lettres 
pafles extende* onlte to one part of the^frukts, and nocht to the haill frukta of the paroche, aa wea 
of befor, quhilk' was the ooeafioun of grait-conlufioun. 
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9 Commiwionan ' And becaufi the Prelacies in effect war befor diffoluit, the haill temporalities therof being an- 
nftmTutown* nexit to tbe Crmix> ' * nd Minifters ftipends ordeanit to be tean out of the parocbe kirks vnited and 

incorporated tberwith, lyk as be this ordour tbe haill fpiritualitie and teinds is of new deftinat, 
gevin and mortefied to the Kirk, quherby the {aids prelacies is alluterlie diflblnit, and fa ceifles in 
tymes coming to be an of our efieattes in parliament: Therfbr our Sonenrine Lord, with advys 
forfaid, ftatutes and ordeanes thai in tyme coming* ilk preibyterie fall fend, of thair awin number, 
ane Commiffionar to the Parliament, out of the qubilk haill nomber of Commifflonars the reft of 
the Efteattes fall chufe fa manie as, being ioyned with the anld poieflburs of the prelacies qnha 
falbe prefent for tbe tyme, may mak out the full and compleit number of tbam wha hes vott in 
Parliament for the efteat of the Kirk, qubilk number falbe sequall with the number of anie of tbe 
vther efteattes. And efter tbe deceis: of the haill prefent paflefiburs of prelacies, the haill number 
of the Kirks efteat falbe elected, and tean of the faids Commiffionars of Prefbyteries, wha fall 
haue fie vott, priuileages and liberties in Parliament as tbe faids prelattes haid of befor, etc 

And to the effect that the rigbtes of ha parties be farder preiudget, Our Soueran Lord, with ad- 
vys forfaid, Ratifies all actes and ftatutes maid of befor in fawour of the Kirk, in fa far as the fam 
aggries, or may in anie way fortifie this prefent act : And fpecialie the Act be Secret CounfaJl; 
Act of Februtr. Seffioun, and Checquare, vpon the 14 of Februar, 1587. And in lyk manor all Actes and Statutes 

maid in fawour of Fewes, Takes, Patronages, Penfiounes, Erectiounes, and vther difpofitionnes of 
the Kirk rents, in fa far as they ar nocbt contrare or anie wayes repugnant to this prefent act, and 
full executioun therof. - Qubilk Actes, togidder with all and whatfumeuer rights perteining to prU 
vat perfones and parties, fie as -fewes, prouifioun of thair benefices, erectionnes, takes, lyflrents, 
penfionnes, patronages, afBgnationnes, and difpofitionnes whatfumeuer of the Teinds, fall (land in 
the (am force as of befor the making of thir prefents, exceptand planlie in fa far as they ar expref- 
lie preiudgit be the faid locall ftipend to be apointed at euerie particular parocbe, conform to tbe 
tennour of this prefent Act, and Buik of particular modificatioun to follow thervpon, and vther pro- 
nifiouns and reftrictiouries expreflie conteined heirin. Lykas our Soueran Lord, with advya forfaid, 
abrogates all former lawes, actes, conftitutionnes, practtquee, and ordinances whatfumeuer, qubilk 
may in ante wayes hinder, ftope, or imped this prefent act and fair force and executioun therof; 
And declares whatfumeuer falbe done in the contrar therof, or anie part of it, the feilyie and contro- 
uention falbe tryed, and tbe right, difpofitioun or vther dcid whatfumeuer done contrar to the ten- 
nour heirof, falbe reducit and annullit, as weill be way of exceptioun, reply, or duply, as be way 
of actioun. Lykas our Soueran Lord, with advya forfaid, commands that na Judges remit to an 
actioun, or delay the. proponar of the faid nullities be way of exceptioun, reply or duply, hot pro- 
ceed iaftanthe to tbe tryell of tbe faid nullitie, as faid is. 
1 ). The Modifying of Attour, becaufe thair is diuers and iindrie perfones wha prefentlie brakes tbe rents of ilk a pa- 
tha locall stipend pro- roc jj e fc^ Our Soueran Lord, with advys forfaid, ordeanes that the quantitte of the locall and 
pjr perpetuall ftipends foiild be tequalie tean fra ilk an of the faids perfones proportionalie, at the 

leaft ilk an to releiue vthers proportionalie, according to the frie profit qubilk they receaue of tlie 
faids Teinds, at the difecetioun and fummar cogaitioun of the faids modifiers, wha falbe onlie iudges 
heirin, and fall try, iudge, and cognos.fuunnarlie vpon the sequitie of the releiff betwix the poilef- 
iburs of the faids Teinds, fie as whar ther is an Prelat or auld prouydit man, an or ma Takfmen or 
penfibnars, new erected lordfehipe, with Teinds includit, with .the fewes of lands, fewes of fermes, 
and whatfumeuer vther 'varietie thair is of rigbtes, be tbe qubilk the poflefibur of the Teinds of ilk 
releiff. "** "* parocbe refpectiud bruikes the fam : And what releiff the reft aught to mak to tbam fra whom im- 

mediatlie the rightea of the Teinds is tean, qubilk falbe affigned for the perpetuall locall ftipend 
of ilk parocbe Kirk, qaherin alfo falbe confidderit the right qubilk our Souerain Lord haid to the 
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thriddes or anie nber parte* of the benefices, togidder with fie nber acttonnes for the qubilk his 
Maieftie might hane ehargit the pofleffours of the faid Teinile. Lykas alfo the faids Lords of the 
Cbeeqvar, in the making of the faid releiff, fall confidder immunities and priuilages, and rightes 
qnhilk parties held of befor, and valulitie therof, with all vther orcumftances ex »quo et bono. And 
for this effect Our Soveran Lord; with advys forbid, giffes powar to the faids Lords of Checquar, 
and Minifter* fpeciatie to be apointed, be his Hienes commiffionn, being alwayes iBqaall in num- 
ber with the faids Lords, to interpret all obfeorities, and to decyde fummarlie all contronerfies, 
qnhilk fall aryfe rpon this prefent act, and vpon the forfaid releiff, betwiz all parties fubiect therto. 

Finis. 

This Plat was thought the beft and maift exact that euer was deuyfit or fett 
down, and wald, funi litle things amendit, haiff bein glaidlie receavit be the 
breithring of beft iudgment, gif in the monethe of Auguft 1596, ther haid 
nocht bein ane Act of Efteattes deuyfit anent the renewing of the takes of 
teinds to the prefent takifinen for thair granting to the perpetuall Plat, 
quhilk in effect maid the Teinds in all tyme comming heritable to tham ; thir 
locall ftipends and a portioun to the King fett afyde in ilk a paroche. To the 
quhilk, nather the Kirk, nor gentilmen whafe teinds was in vther mens pof- 
feffioun, could nor wald condifend to. And fa, as I mentioned befor, the cheiff 
of this wark gaiff it ower as a thing nocht lyk to be done in his dayes. 

The Generall Aflemblie, convenit iat Edinbruche in the monethe of Apryll 
that yeir 1596, be the motioun of fum godlie fathers and guid zealus breith- 
ring, was almaift haillelie occupied in tryall of thair members and exerceis of 
repentance and reformatioun of corruptionnes in the office and lyves of the 
mhrifterie ; and remembering whow the peiple of God vpon diuers occafiones, 
namlie a grait apprehenfioun of thair finnes and Gods iudgments imminent 
therfor, did tak tham to humiliatioun and failing, and renewing the covenant 
of mercie and grace with thair God for preventing of his iudgments and con- 
tinuance of his gratius fawour. As in the plean of Moab, be the motioun 
and direction of Mofes, Deut. xxix. and xxx ; in the field of Sichem at Silo be 
Jofiia, Jos. xxiv ; be Samuel in Mizpa, i. Sam. vii. ; at Jerufalem in the hous 
of the Lord, be Joiada, ii. Coraicl. xxiii ; fie lyk in the fam place be Jofia, ii. 
Kings xxiii ; as alfo be Ezra and Nehemias ; they thought it raaift neidfull to 
giff tham&lues to the laming, beginning ther prefentlie amang the paftors at 
that Aflemblie, and be that exemple to pas to the Synods in euerie prouince, 
and from tham to the Prefbyteries, and fa to euerie Congregatioun in particu- 
lar. The quhilk, of the grait mercie and blefling of God, was effectuat, the 
Lord preparing his fervants and kirk for a tryall following, be a maift profi- 
table and confutable exerceis going befor ; yea, making that feirfull invafioun 
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of the deuill to com on when his fervants war beft fett and maift happelie oc- 
cupied, quhilk gifFes me yit aflurance that God will yit in mercie repear the 
brakes and decayes of his Jerufalem. Firft, certean breithring of fcharpeft 
and beft infight war fett afyde to pen the enormities and corruptiones of the 
minifterie, and the remead therof, the quhilk returnit to the Affemblie, was 
hard, confident, and allowit. The tennour in fubftance wharof followes : 

The tennour of the Advtse of the Breithring deput for penning of the Enor- 
mities and Corruptions of the Ministries and remead therof 
allowit be the Generall Assemblies Apr. 1596. 

Corruptiones in the Office. 

Forsamikle as be the over fudden admiffioun and light tryall of perfones that entres in the 
minifterie, it conies to pas that manie fklanders falles oat in the perfones of minifters, It wald be 
ordeanit for remead in tyme coming, that mair diligent inqnifition and tryall be vfit of all fie pcr- 
fones as fall enter in the miniftrie : As fpecialie in thir poincts, That the intrant falbe pofit vpon 
his confeience in the prefence of God, and that in maift graue maner, what mones him to accept 
the office and charge of the miniftrie vpon him. If it be a trew inwart motioun and defyre te> 
ferae God and win fanlles to Chryft, or warldlie moyen of lyff and preferment : That it be inquy* 
rit giff anie, be foliftation or moyen, directlie or indirectlie, pres to enter in the faid office. Am} 
it being fond, that the foliftar be repellit ; and that the Prefbyterie repell all fie of thair number 
fra voting in the electioun or admifiionn as falbe fund moyennars for the folicitar, pofit Tpon thair 
confeience to declar the treutbe for that effect. 

Becanfe be prefentationnes manie are intrnfit forciblie in the miniftrie and Tpon congregetionnea, 
that ytters therefter that they war nocht callit be God, It wald be pronydit that nan feik prtfen* 
tationnes to benefices without advys of the Prefbyterie within the bounds wharof the benefice lyes : 
and giff anie do in the contrare to be repelled as rei ambitus. 

That the tryall of perfones to be admitted to the minifterie heirefter, confift nocht onlie in thair 
lerning and abilitie to preitche, bot alfo in confeience and feiling, and fptrituall wefdome, and nam* 
lie in the knawlage of the bounds of thair calling in doctrine, difcipline and wqfdome, that hema\y 
behaue himfelff acconfinglie with the diners rankes of perfones within his flock, as namlie AtheUt% 
rebelHus, and thofe that ar vexit with diners tentationes, and ar weak in confeience, and fie vther 
wherin the paftorall charge is maift kythed, and that he be meit to ftope the moutbes and convince 
the aduerfars : And Ac as ar nocht fund qualifeit in thir poincts, to be deleyit till fordar tryall, if 
ther be appeirance they may be fond qualefiet. And becanfe men may be meit for fum places that 
ar nocht for vther, it wald be confidderit that the principall places of the realme be pronydit he 
men of maift worthie gifts, wefdome, and experience, and that nan tak the charge of graitter num- 
ber of peiple nor they ar able to govern ; and that this Afiemblie tak ordour therwith. 

That fie as falbe fond nocht gevin to thair buik and ftudie of Scriptures, nocht cairfull to haue 
buikes, nocht gevin to fanctificatioun and prayer, that ftudie nocht to be powerfull and fpirituall in 
doctrine, nocht applying the fam to euerie corruptionn, quhilk is the paftorall gift, obfeure-and 
over fcbolaftic befor the peiple, cauld and wanting fpirituall zeal), negligent in vifiting of the feik, 
nod earing for the pure, indifcreit in febofing of parts of the Word nocht ateit for the flok, flatterer^ 
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and dtfejnb&ng at public* finnes, namlie of grait perftmdgee, in their ctingregationes for ather fiat- 
terie or feir : That all fie perfonnes be eenfured according to the degries of thair faults ; and if 
they amend nocht, hot continow therrnto, to be depryued. 

That fie aa be fleuthfull in the miniftratioun of the Sacraments, and irreuerent profaners therofV 
reeeaving clein and vnclein, ignorant and fenfles, profun, making na confidence of thair profeffiouo 
in thair calling and families, omitting dew tryall and examination!), or rung light or nan at all, or 
having in thair tryall refpertof perfones, wbarin ther is manifald corrnptiones ; that all fie be 
fcharplie rebuked, and if they continow therm, depofit. 

GifF anie be fund fellanTof the Sacraments, or colludars with iklanderus perfones in difpenfing 
and ower feing tbam for money, be depofit fimpliciter. 

That enerie Minifter be chargit to haue a Seffioun eftabliihed of the meitteft men in his cougre* 
gatkmn, and that difcipfine, ftrik nocht onHe vpon gros finnes, as hurdome, blodihed, etc bot vpon 
all finnes repugnant to the Word of God, as blafphemie of Gods nam, fwearing in yean, banning, 
profaning of the Sabatbe, difobedience to parents, idle, vnrewlie annes Without calling, dnmkards, 
and fie lyk debouikit men as hes na confeience in thair lyff and rewling of thair families, fpeeialie 
m bringing vpe of thair hemes, liars, Alanderers, bakbyters, braullars, vncnaritable, merciles, bra- 
ken of promife, &c. and this to be an vniuerfall r ewll throuchout the reahne. And fie as be ne- 
gligent heirin, and continow after admonitioun in thair negligence, to be depofit. 

That ther be a cair in reeeaving of fie aa fall in publict ildander, to fie tham nocht onlie gif out- 
ward obedience by conftrent, quhilk is the Magiftrats office, bot to find appeirand warrand in con- 
feience of thair trew conuerfioun, finding in tham bathe a frilling of thair fine and apprehenfioun of 
Jtoereie ; and that nocht onlie in that opin fine wherin they ar tean, bot in far graitter couered finnes 
committed aguinft God, and knawin to him. And fa to vie this occafioun to win the faull throw- 
He to Cferyft be aH diligence in doctrine and exhortation ; and namlie of repentance, quhilk noclit 
being trewlie practifed then, that place is abbufit, and the perfone caften in graitter fin, and God 
maire heOie offendit for publict profanaiioun and mockage. 

* Dimpidatioun of benefices, demitting of tham for fawour or money, that they becom new patron* 
ages without the aduys of the Kirk to the wrak tberpf ; and ficlyk interchanging of benefices be 
tranfactioun, and tranfporting of thamfelues be that occafioun, without the knawlage of the Kirk, 
preceiflie to be puniihed. Siclyk fetting of Takks, without the confent of the Afiemblie, be pu- 
nched according to the Actes ; and that the demiffioun in fawours for money or vtherwayes to the 
effect aboue wryttin be puniihed as dilapidators. 

Corruptiones in thair Perfons and Lyf** 

. That all fie as ar light and wanton in behauiour, as in gorgeus and light' apperrell, in fpeitche, 
corrupt communications, morologie, aifchrologie, entrapelie, vfing vean and profan companie, vn- 
kwfnll gaming, as dancing, carting, dyeing and ficlyk, nocht befeiming the granitie of a pallor, be 
feharpBe and graulie rebukit be the Preibyterie according to the degrie therof, and continowing 
therin efter dew admonitioun, that fie be deprivit as fklanderus to tbe Gofpell. 

That minifters being fund fwearars or banners, profaners of the Sabbathe, drunkards, feghtars, 
gu3tte of all tbir, or anie of tham, be depofed fimpliciter; and fie lyk leiars, detractors, flatterers, 
brokers of promife, brawlars, and quarrellars, efter admonitioun continowing therm, incur the lyk 



That Mudfters gevia to vnlawfnll and incompetent traide and octnpationnes for filthie gaine, as 
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haulding of hoftiUaries, taking of ockar befyd confcienee and guid tares, and bearing warldlie 
offices in noble and gentilmens honfles, mercbandice, bying of Victualles, and keiping of tkam to 
tbe darthe, and all fie lyk warldlie occupatiounee as may diftract tham from tbair charge, and that 
may be fklanderus to that paftorall calling, be admoniihed, and bronght to the acknawlagment of 
thair Jinnee, and if they continow therin; to be depofit. 

• That Minifters noeht rodent at thair flockee be depofit according to the Arte* of the General! 
Afiemblie and Lawea of the Realme, nherwayea the burding to be leyed vpon the Preibyteries, and 
they to be cenfured tberfor. 

* That the Aflemblie command all thair members, that nan of tham await on the Court and ef- 
faires therof without the advyB and allowance of thair Prefbyterie. Item, that they intend na ac- 
tioun cioill without the faid advya ; and for remeading of the neceffitie that fun minifters hes to 
enter in play of Law, that remead be cranit for fummar and fchort procefles to be vfit in minifters 
actionea* 

. That minifters tak fpeciall cair in vfing godlie exerceis in thair families, in teatchiag of thair 
wyfles, childring, and ferrands, in Tfing ordinar prayers and reiding of Scriptures, in removing of 
offenfiue perfones out of thair families, and fie lyk rther poincts of godlie conuerfktioun and guid 
<*xemple : And that they at tbe rifitatioun of thair Kirks try the minifters families in thir poincts 
forfaid ; and fie as ar fund negligent in thir poincts efter dew admonitioun, falbe adiudgit vnmeit 
to govern the bous of God according to the rewll of the Apoftle. 

That Minifters in all companies ftryre to be fpirituall and profitable, and to talk of things per* 
teining to Godlines, as namlie of all fie as may ftreinthen in Chryft, inftruct in thair calling, and 
of the meanes whow to haue Chryfta Kingdome better eftabliihit in congregatiounes, and to knaw 
wbow the Gofpell floriihetoe in flockee, die hinderances and remeadies theref, etc wharin and 
anent .thair is manirould corrupiiounea .bathe ia our companeing with ouxCelues and ▼thera* That 
the contraveinars herof be tryed and icharplie rebukit* 

Flnalie, If a Minifter be fund to countinance, procure, or aflift a publict offendar put at be his 

awin minifter, and to beir with him, as tho his a win minifter -war over feueir vpon him, he be re- 
buikit, &c» 

Fivia. 

m 

Thir corruptiones and remeads being read in tbe Aflemblie was recoxn- 
mendit to tbe confideratioun of all the .breithring betwix God and thair con- 
fcienee ; and all war exhorted to prepar thamfelues again tbe day following to 
the exerceife of the Word, failing and prayer, and fa to the actioun of renew- 
ing the Couenant. 

The day following, the haill breithring war aflemblit in the Leflar Kirk of 
Edinbruche, tham alean without the peiple, whar a godlie zelus father, Mr 
Jhone Dauidfone, haid the doctrin and directioun of the actioun being the 
moutbe of the reft in prayer. His doctrine was vpon the 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 
and 46 verfes of the 12 of Luc Evangell ; verie plean, particular, and power- 
full, in fie fort as the grauitie and motion of the man himfelff, with the 
migbtie force of tbe Word, rrioued the haill breithring exceidinglie. .Efter the 
quhilk all war directed to thair privat meditationes, confeflioun, and prayer a 
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deprecatioun, during the quhilk tyme teares war fhed aboundantlie. Theref* 
ter the Moderator declaring the purpofe and end of the actioun, as be teares 
and countenance of the brethring vnfeinyit forow and humiliatioun was tefc 
tified, ia he defyrit that be the lifting vpe of thair handes they fould fignifie 
the defyre and refolution quhilk they haid of amendiment of all bypaft fumes, 
in oommiffioun or omiffioun, againft God and dewtie in thair office and per- 
fones, promifing, be his grace, an erneft indeuour for the fam ; and fa a entring 
of new againe in Covenant with thair God in Jefus Chryft, the grait pallor of 
the faulles and Mediator of the Covenant, &c. Efter the quhilk, prayer being 
maid be the Moderator for obtaining of grace, and working of the Spreit for 
that effect, the bleffing wrfs pronuncit, and the actioun endit, quhilk lafted 
about the Ipace of thrie houres and mair. 

The Couenant renewed in the Synod of Pyff, 12 May 1596. 

In the fourt feflioun therqf, anent the making of a new Covenant betwbc 
God and his Minifterie within this realme, ordeanit in the laft Generall AC* 
femblie to be done in euerie Synodall throuchout the land, the prefent Affem- 
Mie of Fyff, apprehending the weghtines, tending ather to an effectuall re-» 
formatioun of all things amis, (fa far as can ly in the waiknes of man,) in the 
pallors firft, and fyne in thair flockes, or then to involue all in a mair feirfutt 
giltines and danger of horrible iudgment, be fealling vpe a new and maift 
graue teftimonie and witneffing againft all, thought it maift neidfull that all 
meanes fould be vfit that might moue and fteir vpe the hartes of the breith- 
ring to an erneft confideratioun and feilling of thair vndewtifulnes and tran£» 
greffiones in thair offices, families, and perfones, to bring tham to a trew hu-t 
miliatioun, fdrrow and greiff therfor, to a plean confeffioun of the lam in the- 
prefence of God, a cearfull feiking of mercie for Jefus Chryfts leak, an awow- 
ing and promifing of anlendiment in tyme to come, be the affiftance and mair 
effectual working of the Spreit of Grace, and a vehement folifting of God be 
prayer for that effect. And fa caufit firft to reid in the publict audience of 
the Affemblie, diftinctlie, the Articles of Reformatioun fett down in the laft 
General Affemblie, the quhilks war ordeanit to be infert in the Buik of the Sy«* 
nod, and euerie Prefbyterie commandit to haiff the copie therof in thair buiks, 
and to caufe euerie an of thair members to extract to tham felff a copie therof 
for thair rememberance. Nixt, for preparatioun of the hartes, ordeanit the 
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Paftor of the place, Daniel Fergufone, to keipe his awin place and houre of 
doctrine the day following, and ftudie to fram his doctrin for the purpofe ; 
and be the vottes of the maift«part, all maid chois of Mr Dauid Blak to teatche 
the nixt day therefter, to be keipit with preceife abftinence. Immediatlie ef* 
ter the quhilk doctrine, the haill breithring fonld convein in the place of the 
AfTemblie for the folem renewing of the faid Couenant; and in the mean 
tyme, erneft exhortatioun was maid be the Moderator to wey the mater and 
work they war about maift deiplie, and erneftlie with thair God in thair con-* 
fcience, with meditation of the fbrfaid poinds of Refonnatioun, and reraem* 
berance of that curs vpon lie as does the Lords wark negligentlie and deceafc 
fullie. Alfo to call to God erneftlie for the breithring apointed to deall in 
doctrine* 

6a vpon the 13 day of May, being. Furifday, efter the doctrin delyuerit be 
Mr Dauid Blak, vpon the ground, the 13 chap, of Ezecq. and laft vers of the 
5 Pfalme, the quhilk was copius, powerfull, percing and pertinent, the breith- 
ring of the Minifterie, and Commiffionars of euerie paroche prefent, haillelie 
and immediatlie convening in the place of the Synodall, the Moderator, for the 
better difpoiing of the harts, and exemple of ordourlie proceiding in the ac* 
tioun, red the laft chaptour of the bulk of Jofua, wherin Jofua, calling togid- 
der the heades and rewlars of the peiple, recomptes the benefites of God be* 
ftowit vpon tham, and fettes the laid rewlars and heades of the «peiple to ad* 
vyfment, Whidder they war refoluit and vprightlie meined to feme that God 
in vprightnes and treuthe, vtherwayes to leaue af anie profeffioun of his fer- 
vice, and tak tham to Idolatrie ; and fa efter diuers demands, and anfwers 
gevin be the peiple, he fettes down the Contract and Couenant in forme, and 
regifters the fam in the buik of the Law, and fetts vpe a ftan vnder an ake 
trie, in a monument therof for a memorandum in all tyme to come. The quhilk 
exemple and form was followed poinct be poinct Firft, be cofhmemoration 
of the benefites of God beftowit on the Kirk of Scotland in planting and gard* 
ing the faming from the Caftalians, Obenittes, Spaifiarts, Bifchope Balaam, 
and lait confpiracie of the papift Erles. The quhilk being endit, and a lytle 
begoun to be fpokin of vnthankfulnes and vndewtifulnes in caring trewlie and 
erneftlie over that wark of God, and watching over the flockes of Chryft 
committed to the paftors charge, and over the quhilk the Lord haid fett tham 
fa lang with fie libertie and eafe, the Lord fteirit vpe fie a motioun of hart* 
that all war forcit to fall down befor the Lord, with fobbes and teares in 
aboundance, euerie man mightelie conmouit with the affectionnes of thair co*« 
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fdence in the prefence of thair God, in privat meditatioun rypping out thair 
wayes, confeffing and acknawlaging thair vnworthines and craving erneftlie 
grace for araendiment, and that a lang fpace. 

Efter the quhilk, the hartes being fattelit, the Moderator, as comoun mouthe 
of all, at grait lainthe maid open confeffioun of vnthankfulnes, forgettfulnes, 
•vndewtifulnes, negligence, and caldnes, hardnes of hart, darknes, feriflefnes, 
inftabilitie, vanitie of mynd, ftubburnes and rebellioun in will, foulnes and vn- 
cleinnes in affectionnes, vndantoned feritie in perturbationes, vnfauorines and 
folie in lpeiche, and of converfaiioun faeioried efter the warld, eafeliar and 
mair reddelie drawin efter the manerg and cuftome therof from God, then 
baring force of holines and of the fpreit in word and actioun to draw the 
peiple from thair vean converiatioun to God, and the feiking of thair lyff and 
laluatioun : And finalie, with trimbling and manie teares for the offence of 
la guid and gratius a Lord and Father, mifufing of la grait and honourable 
a calling, and quakking for feir of lie a weght of wrethe hinging on for the 
blud of fa manie faulles lying on our heids, we all bitterlie weipit and er* 
neftlie fought for a bleffing and grace to vie the prelent occafioun of the grait 
merrie and lang fuffering of God grantit to ws rightlie and fathf uliie for 

Efter the quhilk confeffioun, the Moderator, entering again to deall in doc* 
trine vpon the dialogiline or conference of Jofiia with the eldars and rewlars 
of the peiple, and firft, infilling turn what vpon the rejecting of the confent 
as a thing impoffible to tham to ferue God, wha was holie, angrie, and indling, 
to mak the breithxing try out thair a win finceritie and vpright meining of 
thair hart, he refoluit the dout of impoffibilitie, and the greiff of experience 
of relapfe, fchowing that the graiteft perfe€tioun we can attein vnto in this 
lyff is to ken and feill our a win imperfectioun, and ftryve and labour againft 
the faming in treuthe and vprightnes of hart ; abfteining from all things that 
may quench the fpreit, and cearfull vfing of all that may fteir vpe the fkm> 
fending all vnto Chryft Jefus, the guid and gratius pallor, and to his fulnes 
and perfectioun* 

Nixt, vpon the thrid confent of the peiple, and reply of Jofua, commanding 
tham to caft away thair Idolles, the Moderator infilled erneftlie vpon the 
calling away of our Idolles, that is, all thefe things of this warld wharof we 
tak mikle thoucht, and wharin oftentymes we tak mair pean, and delytes 
mair nor in God, his ftrvice, or our calling; (chawing that it was our part in 
this Contract and Covenant* to giue ourfelues haillelie to ferae the Lord in 
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treuthe, vprightnes and fidelitie. And the part of God was to be our God, to 
keipe ws from all euill, and prouyde for ws all things guid for ws ; the quhilk 
his part he wald, but dout, fulfill aboundantlie, if we haid a cair of our part. 
But alas ! whill as forgetting our part, and leaving it vndone, we tak on the 
part of God, caring for prouifion, defence and preferuatioun of ourfelffs, we 
fall in infidelitie and diftruft of him, yea and in proude idolatrie, placing our- 
felues and moyens of this warld in the roum and dignitie of God Almightie, 
fete. 

And fa, efter diuers vther poinds of doctrine, admonitiones, and exhorts 
tiones, for the purpple, be lifting vpe of the hand, euerie an teftified befor 
God, and mutualie an to an vther, the finceare and erneft purpofe of the hart 
to ftudie till amend and ferae God better in tyme to come, bathe in thair 
privat perfones and in the office of that grait minifterie of Gods honour and 
falualkm of the peiple concredit to thame, etc. 

And laft, the Moderator fpak vpon thefe words, " You ar witnefles this day 
againft yourfelffs," etc. and anent the monument of the ftean fett voder the 
ake, and the wreitting of the Couenant in the buik of the Law, preiffing to 
imprent and ingraue in the harts of the breithring and his awin, the remem* 
berance of this Covenant; that it fould nocht be forgot, and maid irrit, and of 
na effect (quhilk was oftymes caft vpe to the peiple of Ifraell be the prophetes 
therefter), declaring whow the Lord God haid our awin confeiences to bear 
witnes againft ws, out of the quhilk the memoriall of this actioun fould nocht 
be deleit ; he haid his angelles and all his creatours ; he haid that lam place* 
yea the verie pillars of ftean Handing in that kirk, lykas by thair awin con* 
fent this minut and foum of the haill actioun fould be inlert and regiftrat in 
the buik of the Synodall AflembKes, ther to remean for our admonitioun and 
rememberance during our tyme, and for example to the pofteritie, 

Therefter the Moderator, remembering of the defectioun mentioned foone 
efter the deathe of Jofua, and the fathers and eldars that haid fein the warks 
of God in thair dayes, for preventing of the lyk defectioun, and faftning.of 
this new Covenant the mair firmlie in the hart, for that effect, of all the breitfi* 
ring of finaller age, requyrit certean fathers, goalie and sealus breithring 
thair prefent, to fpeak as thay haid fein, hard and helpit to do in the grait 
wark of God, in planting and preferuatioun of the Gofpell and libertie of 
Chryftes Kingdome, trewlie and fincerlie within this land. 

And fa Dauid Fergufone, paftor of Dumfermling, a reuerend father, fpak 
verie pleafindlie and confortahlie of the beginning and fucces of the miniftfe 
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tie ; namlie whow that a few number, viz. onlie lax, Wharof he Wad ab, ft. 
mighteiie went fordwart in the wark, but'feir or cair of the world, and pre- 
nalit, when ther was na name of ftipend hard tell of; when the authoritie, 
bathe ecdefiaftik and ciuill opponit themfelues, and fkarflie a man of name 
and eftimatioun to tak the caufe in hand, etc But now it was fallen to that 
the feir or flatterie of men, cair of getting, or lothnes of lofing, of ftipend and 
moyen of lyff, haid weakned the harts of a multitud of minifters, etc.— ioyn* 
ing thervnto exhortatioun meit for the purpofe. 

Mr Jhone IJauidfone, a zealus graue father, directed from the Generall Af- 
femblie to vilit our Synodall, followit, and fpak verie movingHe aqd profitable, 
faying, That as the fathers of the peiple of the Jewes, efter thair retourn from 
Babylon, Inking vpon the building of the new repearit Temple, and comparing 
it with the fatioun of the anld that they haid fein, weipit bitterlie ; even la was 
he movit when he beheld the prefent eftait of our Kirk in the perfbnes and con* 
verfatioun of the minifterie and profefiburs, and conferrit the Hun with the be- 
ginning that he Jiaid fein, being la vnlyk in godlines, zeall, grauitie, l6ue and 
hartlines, ftoutnes, cair and peanfulnes, mightines and powar of doctrin, etc* 
with erneft admonitiounes and graue exhortatiounes moving the breithring to 
indewonr to find the fruicts of that dayes wark, etc. He meinit alio mikle the 
want of lerning in the minifterie, having fk guid educatioun, and fa grait tyme 
and occafloun of letters and knawlage, that yit he could (karflie meit with an* 
that could talk or reafone in an exact and lerned maner of hard places of 
Scripture or controuerfit queftionnes ; or that couffl fchaw takens of reidding 
of antient doctors of the kirk, or the hiftorie therof, ioyning the precept of 
the Apoftle, Attendite lectioni, etc. 

Mr Patrik Simfone, Minifter of Sterling, being prefent with the laid Mr 
Jhone, and ioynit with him in commiffioun from the Generall Aflemblie, re- 
quyrit be the Moderator, fpak verie halelie and weill anent a poinct of Re* 
formatioun, viz. of the mouthes of the minifters quhilk fould be the Oracle 
of God, whale lippes fould keipe knawlage, and at whale mouthes the Law 
of the Lord fould be fought as the Meffingers of the Lord of hoftes, as layes 
the prophet. And yit to be fa comounlie and openlie defylit and abufit with 
foolMhe, vean getting and vnfauorie fpeitches and talk, evin at tables in open 
audience, fchowing an vnclein and unfanctifedt hart, cearies of the honour of 
God, and aedificatioun of his peiple* 

Vther breithring alfo being requyrit in generall as God gave it, and movit 
thair harts to continow that maift profitable and confortableexer<*ife for lea- 
ving of a deipe ftarape of the actioun in the harts of the breithring. Mr 
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Dauid Blak, an of the pallors of St Andros, fpak of the dekey and falling 
-abak of relligioun, finceritie, zeal], tod vprightnes quhiik he haid efpyit, being 
yit bot a fchollar iff St Andros, be the default and warldlie and vnfpirituaU 
behauiour of tham that fucceidit in the minifterie and rewling of the Vniuer- 
fitie, vnto thefe godlie and vpright men that preceidit tham : That the greiff 
therof haid bein grait in his hart during his abyding out of the countrey, ex- 
cept la far as he haid hard of Mr Andro Meluin ; and returning in the coun- 
trey he haid fund the fam falling to almaift a remediles miferie, and yit haid 
bein thruft in be God and his Kirk in that roum, and fa fchawing his inde- 
uours wiffit {he concurrance of the breithring and helpe of thair prayers ; ex- 
horting verie powerfullie euerie an till attend vpon thair a win charge in a new 
manner, according to the doctrin delyverit be the laft Moderator, repeated 
againe be himfelff that day, and now promiftt and adwowit folemlie to be 
obfervit and preffit vnto be all and euerie an of the breithring in this prefent 
actioun, etc. 

Mr Andro Meluill, Rector of the Vniuerfitie of St Androfc followit furthe 
the lam purpofe, and infilling on the feir of defections warnit the breithring 
of a lait experience of a grait waiknes and flyding away, when the holie difr 
cipline was perfecut and fought to be overthrawin ; whow manie, for feir of 
the want of thair ftipend onlie, war brought to a fort of denying of Jefus 
Chryft be fublbryving to the wicket Actes of Parliament in the yeir 1584; 
wharby the libertie of his throne and kingdome was intendit to be vtterlie 
fubuerted. What fould be* luiked for then gif the Spainyards, wha haid leat- 
lie takin Calis, £ra quhiik in few houres they might eafelie tranfport tham 
felues to this Yland, yea in our awin Firthe, he fould eflay our conftancie 
With fyne and exquifit torments of thair Inquifitioun, vpon the quhiik piece of 
fervice our excommunicat forfaultit papift Erles war attending. Wherby he 
mightelie exhorted all the breithring to tak heid to thamfelues, and fixt the 
doctrin quhiik they haid hard that day, and this prefent actioun and Cove* 
nant in thair memories, and till vfe fathfullie this guid occafioim of reft and 
libertie that God fa gratiuilie geves, to be inarmit and preparit againft the day 
of tryall, quhiik was nocht f§r of. 

Thir fpeitches endit, efter treating and finifing of vther incident maters* 
erneft prayer was powred out be the Moderator for getting of grace to remem- 
ber, practife and pey the wowes ther maid, and efter hartlie thankgiffing fog* 
that memorable benefit of God, the Affemblie was dimiffed about four efter 
noone, als ffrU -of fpirituall ioy in the faull, as emptie of corporall fuid, euerie* 
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brother with eiceiding grait gladnes glorifeing God for that actioun aboue all 
vther that euer they haid bein partakers of; To whom onlie be all praife and 
honour for euer. 'Amen, 

The Cotjenant renewit in the Presbyterie of St Androse. 

Vpon the penult FuriiHay of the monethe of July, 1596, the Covenant wa» 
renewit in the Prefbyterie of St Andros, be a verie frequent Aflemblie of gen- 
tilmen and burgefles, prepared for the purpofe befor be thair minifters in 
euerie paroche ; wherin, as the Synod befor, fa the Prefbyterie appointed me 
the oomoun mouthe, keiping the form fett down before as neir as might be: 
The generall heides of the exhortatioun war thefe : 

The Covenant of God is the contract, fecuritie, and warrand of all our weil- 
fear, maid with Adam efter his fall, renewit with Noe efter the flud, then 
with Abraham, etc. * # 

This Covenant is broucht to rememberance, aad fa in a maner renewit as 
often as the Word is pretched, the Sacrament vfit, or exerceis of failing and 
publict repentance keipifc. 

Bot in a fpeciall maner it hes bein vfit amangs the peiple of God, efter a 
grait threatning and appeirance of manie plagges, and grait danger for finne 
and vnthankfiolnes, fie as hes bein efpyed be the Siers and Watchmen in this 
land, wha therfor hes begoun at thamfelues in thair Generall and Synods* 

The maner therof is firft : To try the brakes of the Covenant of God maid 
with ws, in the privat perfone of euerie an, in thair families, in nibour- 
head, and in difcharge of publict offices in Kirk and Comoun weill : 2. In ac- 
knawlaging and confefling the fain with vnfeinyit forow and repentance : 3. 
In craving merck for the Mediator of this Covenant his feak, with trew fathe 
beleiving in him : And laft, in taking erneft purpofe, and making promife and 
vowes of amendiment, with a fathfull endewour of keiping and peying of the, 
fam in all the lyff therefter. 

• The Covenants of Eara and Nehemia, whilk they maid with the peiple ef- 
ter thair retourn from Babylone, quhilk with fading and prayer war maid, 
wxyttin, fealjed, and fworn, was read diftinctlie^ and conform to thefe heads, 
doctrin, and exhortatioun vfit ; and efter meditatioun in privat and publict 
prayer, be hanlding vpe of hands, thir promifes and vowes war maid in fpe- 
ciall, for teftefeing of a trew conuerfion and change of mynd. 1. The exerceife 
of reiding the Word with prayer and thankigeving, and catecheifing of child- 
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ring and fervants, to be vfit and done be the father of euerie familie ordinar- 
lie within the fam. 2. The refilling of all enemies of relligioun, without feir 
or fawour of anie perfone. 8. The planting of the minifterfe of Gods honour, 
and faluatioun of the peiple within thair paroches, bellowing coll theron to 
thair abilitie, and feiking the Kirk dew ties to be recouerit for that effect. 4. To 
tak ordour with the pure that thair be nocht vagabund beggars. 5. To keipe 
better publict conventiones, and difcharge offices and coraoun dewties for the 
weill of Kirk and Countrey : And laft, to tak cair of comoun warks, namlie of 
the Handing and repearing of brigges. Sa efter prayer to God for grace to per- 
form, left vnto all the formar tranlgreffionnes the giltines of horrible periurie 
war adioyned, to haften the extremitie of iudgment, etc. the action endit 

Efter the quhilk, the fpeciall barrones and gentilmen conveinit with ws in 
the place whar the Prefbyterie fittes, whar be conference, vnderftanding that 
ther was grait word and appeirance of invafioun of Spainyeards, and that the 
excommunicat fprfaulted papift Erles war com ham quietlie, the gentilmen 
offerit thamfelues verie fraclie for refiftance, and named thair capteanes of 
horfmen and futmen, and fett down in ordour anent thair armour and pro* 
uifioun ; wharof it was thought guid the King fould be aduertifed, to whom, 
for that effect the Lard of Reiras and I war directed, bot war nocht takin 
weill withe, and ther was an vther degrie of decay of my Court, for the King 
haid determined to bring ham the papift Lords again, and lyked of nan that 
wald nocht wag as the bus waggit. 



* A Soum of the Doctrine of the Couenant renewit in the Kirk of Scotland, and namlie within 
the Prouince of Fyff, and in the CongregaHoun ofKilrunny, thefyft of SepL 
1&96 ; fet doton in maner of Conference for the vfe of the Pejpb. 

M. Thow heires that God hea movit the watchmen and fathfall paftours of the Kirk of SooU 
land and this Province of FyfF, beginning at thamfelues to call and labour to moue all to a tryall 
of the brak of his Covenant, and an exerceift of renewing of the faming : What does thow think 
and efteim of the Covenant of God ? 

. P. I think and efteim of the Covenant of God, as the onlie evident, right, fecuritie and warrand 
of all my weilfear. 

M. Wharforfa? 

P. Becaufe it is the contract, band, and obligatioun wharbe God binds and oblefes himfelff to be 
my lowing God and Father in Chryft, fa as therby I am fore to want na guid thing, and to be 
keipit from all evilL 

M. What war thy eeas and efteat if thow wanted this warrand ? . 

P. Even that maift miferable efteat of Nature, without God, without Chryft, a chyld of wrathe, 
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attan from the Comma wall of hk peiple, vader the flanerie of the Detail aad Sinne, and, finaKe, 

• faggot of belles lyre. 

M. What is then the fiibftaace and temonr of this Covenant ? 

P. God oblefes himfelff of his frie grace to be my God and father in his Sonne Jefos Chryft ; 
and I with the reft ar bound to be his fervants and childring. 

. M. Wha hes moyenned this Contract and Covenant, and knit it vpe betwix God and thie and 
Jus peiple? 

P. The onfie Mediator and Beconcylar my Lord Jefos Chryfl, and that be his awin pretins 
blood, and bitter paffionn and deathe. 

M. And what is the conditioan on thy part, wharby thow maybekend his fervand and chyld in 
Chryft? 

P. Gif I embrace this promife of Gods grace aad benefeit of the Miffed Covenant (parchafflt 
be Jefos Chryft) be a trew fathe, and teftifie the fam in love, helmes, and obedience. 

M. I perceane then the Contract is mntnall, fa that God is nocht bund to thie, gif condhionn 
be nocht keipit on thy part What then gif thow hes broken? Is nocht the Contract dhTolned, 
and maid to thie of na ftead, force, or effect? 

P. Yes in verie deid, gif God fonld enter in indgment with ws, and deaTl ftreatlie and preceiflie 
according to his initios and right 

M. And what fonld then beeom of thie? 

P. Even to be caft away in the former muerie and condemaatioaa with the denHles; and that la 
ankle the mair, as we ar become fathles and mean fworn, brakers of his halie mntnall band and 
covenant 

Jf. Thow then, tell me, hes thow enterit in this Covenant with God? and hes thow compro- 
mised with him acoording to the tennonr of this Contract and mntnall band? 
, P. Yesindsid I base, or then I war maift miferable. 

M. When enterit thow therin ? 

P. Even when I was firft baptifed, and hes profeffit the fern ay fen I cam to anie wit or knaw« 
lage, be giffing confeffionn of my fathe, and vfing of the Holie Supper, 
. Jf. And hes God keipit has part to thie? 

P. Blefled be bis holie nam and heavinlie Maieftie, for he hes bein alwayes to mie a gratins God 
and bonntifnll lowing father. 

JT. Bat what hes bein thy part againe to him ? 

P. Alas 1 1 bane broken and tranfgrefied maift vnthankfallie, finning fearlie at all tymes againft 
my gnid God, my nibonr, and my awin faulL And fa if he fonld deali with me in indgoaent ac* 
cording to his right, I can bane na fecuritie or warrande of weUfoar to produce, bet man dofe my 
monthe and oonfes I ly maift miferablie vnder danger of Gods wrathe, and all bis pleagges and 
indgmenta, temporall and eternalL 

M. Now, what if God might be moned to forget aad remit all bygeans, and enter in a new 
covenant and contract with thie, wald thow nocht be glade to embras fie grace? 

P. 02 with all my hart; hot whow iall that be? 

• M. Gaff thow erneftlie repent thy finnes bypaft, tak vpe a footfall pnrpote of amandimen t, with 
a fatbfnll promife and vow of the lam vnto die Lord by his grace for die tyme to oome, and by 
affiant frthe cleine to the Lord Jefas in whom is all holiaes and perfectioan. 

• P. That is dayHe cranit of ws be the Word of God, vfe of the holie lacnuneats, and oitentymea 
in the exerceife of failing and pnbHct repentance. 

2H 
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M. Treuthe indeid ; for the Covenant and purpofe is all an and the fam : Bot becaufe daylie ire 
brak, it haid neid daylie to be renewed to wa ; and namlie efter a Sang fparing and large bounti- 
fulnes of God, and manie foull (limes and grait vnthankfalnes, tending to an nter defectioan from 
God, and procuring of the extremitte of bis wratbe and judgments. When God wotchaffes then, 
as he maift mercifullie does at this tyme, to call ws, be his fervants the watchmen, to the renew* 
ing of the Covenant, that he may yit defer his plagges, and contioow bis merctfull gnidnes toward" 
ws, fonld we nocbt be glaid therof, and indenonr ourfelues with all cair and renerence to meit the 
Lord offering mercie and grace ? 

P. Now the God of mercie grant we may fa do, and work in my hart in fpeciall be his Halie 
Sprejt for that effect. Bot alas ! I hare fett myfelff oftentymes to repent, and promifed and ad- 
wowit amendiment with myfelff, bot conld never attein to the performance ; and therfor, I feir I 
fall do na vther thing at this tyme, bot invorae myfelff in a new gihtnes of menfwearing and brak 
ofpromife* 

M. Giff thy hart be Tpright and trew toward God, and if thow find anie erneft defyre of amendi- 
ment, with a laboring, ftryving, and preaffing thervnto, whowbeit thow can nocht attein to thai 
thow wald, feir nocht, for God reqnyres nocht perfectionn of ws in this lyff, qnhilk be knawes we 
can nener attein ynto, becaufe he will nocht giff it : Wha is the God of ordonr that hes anointed a 
tyme of fegbting and a tyme of triumphing, a tyme of foionrning and wandring, and a tyme of 
habitationn and dwelling, and finalie, a tyme of warding and fufiering heir, to mak us conform to 
Chryft, that we may heirefter ring with him in glorie* Therfor, heir we bane to ftryre againft onr 
awinimperfectiones, and againft his enemies and ours, the deuill, the warlde, and fleche; and 
be trew fathe to cleiue to that perfectionn of his Sone the Lord Jefus Chryft our Sauiour, in whom 
he is weiil appleafit, and of whafe perfectionn be will accept of as ours ; for Chryft is the Cau- 
tioner of the Covenant and Contract for ws, and la prindpali deatter, taking the fam Tpon him to 
fatiflfie in all whar we ar vnable. Onlie remember this, whar. Chryft dwelles in the hart be fathe, 
ther is a continuall grouthe and progres in knawlage and halines during this lyff, qnhilk hes the 
awin perfectionn in the lyff to come, fulfilled euen in ws be the quicning fpreit of Chryft, working 
then without all contradictions, impediment or ftay. 

P. O ! that eft-ayes me maift of all, for alas ! I find na grouthe or going fordwart, bot rather a 
decay and bak turning* 

M. Surlie, .if thow be the chyld of God, thow mon grow vpe to the inft ftature of a petty* man* 
in Chryft, and be lyk the pleafand plants in the Lords ©rtchyeard. Bot tak heid I pray thie, whom 
God fa difpofes and nioues (for ther is nocht monie of that fort.) as it is weill done to think na 
thing of thyfelff, fa be war till extenuat the grace of God and working of his Spreit, qnhilk fouldr 
be alwayes acknawlagit with thankfull hartes to his praife* For it is in that poinct with the godlie 
in fpiritnall giftes, as with the warldlings in temporal!, that an thinks litle or na thing of that 
quhilk they haue atteined to and gotten, bot ay wald be atfordar and mair ; and fa does that vther; 
Alfo ther wilbe a decey in appeirance for a farder grouthe, and a grouthe quhilk will nocht be per- 
ceavit, vnles it be narowjie Inked vnto, even as in the tries and plantes in the winter feafone, quhillc 
nochtwithftanding the cauld froft and fnaw, having the rutt faft in the ground, is euer growing ather 
within or without the erde, in bight, graitnea or fnm way ; yea, and that quhilk is farder in the 
Elect of God, comounlie ther is graitter grouthe and going fordwart.wben they think and fetlleat 
leift, and leift when they feill and think maift ; for,! but queftion, then ar we baft ia Gods fight audi 
eftimatioun when we ar warft in onr awin and contrair* And feilling ia na fure rewell of fathe, for 
we will feill mair a whittell in our fingar, nor the bdthe of the haill body. Yet for trenthe, the mair 
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feilHng or the fuarrtoi of fane, the graitter mifibnre of grace ; for it ia by grace that we can feill 
fiane fair. Aflure thyfelff, therfor, of a gnid caia if thow find that feiUing, yea, or the forow for 
want therof, with defyre to hane it, for that is nocht of fleche and blaid, hot of the fpreit of grace, 
quhilk can work bathe the will and deid in that mifibor that he knawes meit for thie, with the 
quhilk be content. 

P. Weill, Sir, I thank God with all my hart, of your confortable inftraction, wherby I ant 
brought to be Weill refolnit to indenonr myfelff in this actionn, befeikand yow alfo to fchaw me 
whow I fall proceid therinto. , 

M. Fail, be preparationn traneling cearfallie to try and find out thy finnea and tranfgreffionea of 
Gods holie law* Nixt with an feiUing difpofitioun in remorfe and forow for the finnes committed, 
craving mercie and fbrgiffiies therof, and with a fectfnll pnrpofe promifing be his grace till amend. 
Thridlie, in ttaneoog for frnict after the actionn, be marking thefe finnes in fpeciall quhilk maift 
greirea thy conference, or thow knawee to be offenfine to the godlie, and indeaoring bat delay to 
amend the fiun # 

Anent all the quhilk thow wilbe at lynthe inftrncted in the doctrine quhilk God of mercie fall 
witchaff to grant for that effect ; and therfor pray ernefllie to God to grant giftea to his feirants 
•f knawlage, feiUing and Ttterance to delyrer, and to thyfelff, and the reft of the peiple, grace to 
receane the fam with light of vnderftanding, and cair to practiie. 

Now the gratine Lord, for Jefoa Chryft his Sonnea feak, be their Holie Spreit of grace mot 
work it in ws alL Amen, 

Thus was our peiple catechifed the haill monethe of Auguft, and vpon the 
firft Sabbathe of September, the Covenant with the holie communion celebrat 
to thair grait confort. 

• And as efter all our faftes (quhilk I haiff pretermitted in this Storie, becaufe 
I haue wraitten a fpeciall Treatife therof,) fa efter this exerceife we wanted 
nocht a remarkable effect. For if God haid nocht extraordinarlie prouydit 
for Scotland victualles, (coming in fie ftore and abotmdance out of all vther 
countries, as never was fein in this land befor, fa that, be the aeftimatioun of 
the cuftomer8 and men of beft iudgment, for euerie mouthe that was in Scot- 
land ther cam in at leaft a boll of victuall), thowfandes haid died for houngar ; 
for nochtwithftanding of the infinit number of bolls of victuall that cam ham 
from vther partes, all the herveft quarter that yeir, the meall gaue aught, 
nyne, and ten pound the boll, and the malt alleavin and twoll, and in the 
fouthe and waft partes manie died. 

I dar nocht bot mark it, whowbeit againft my will, that the Minifters of 
Edinbruche and Kirk therof, neglected and omitted this actioun of the Co* 
venant> with the effect. of a feirfull defolatioun, gif we daur iudge. 

About the end of Auguft the King calles a Conventioun of the Efteattes to 
Falkland, euen of fie as be fawour and frindfehipe wir neireft ioyned with the 
«rcominunicat ? forfaultit papift Erls, whar Alexander Setoun, Prefident of the 



244 MR JAMES MELVELL'S DIARY. 150ft 

Seffioun, a papift, maid a prepared harang, wharby to perfwade the King and 
Efteattes to call hame thefe Erles, left, lyk Coriolanus the Roman, or Themif- 
tocles the Athenian, they fould ioyne with the enemies, and creat an vnrefift- 
able danger to the efteat of the countrey. Diuers of the minifterie war wrait- 
ten for to that Conventioun, hot fie as the King knew he could mak. But 
Mr Andro vnderftanding therof, and being a Commiffionar apointed be the 
Generall Afiemblie to fie to the dangers of the Kirk at all occafiones, cam 
thither, and prefented himfelflf with the reft. Whom when the King faw, he 
fend to him, aflring of his earand, and willing him to go hame ; bot he laid 
he haid a commiffioun firft to difcharge in Gods nam and the Kirks, to the 
King and Efteattes. 

When the King and Efteattes war fett doun, the King caufies the Minifters 
to be call it vpon be nam and lettin in, leaving out Mr Andro, who cam in 
with the formaift. The King finding fault with him that cam ther vncallit, 
he anfwers, " 8*, I haue a calling to com heir be Chryft Jefus the King, and 
his Kirk, wha hes fpeciall entres in this tourn, and againft quhilks direct- 
lie this Conventioun is mett ; charging yow and your Efteattes in his nam, 
and of his Kirk, That yie fawour nocht his enemies whome he hattes, nor go 
nocht about to call hame and mak citiciners, thefe that hes traterouflie fought 
to betrey thair citie and natiue countrey to the crewall Spainyard, with the 
overthrow of Chryfts Kingdome, fra the quhilk they haue bein therfor maift 
iuftlie cutt of as rotten members, certifeing, if they fould do in the contrair, 
they fould feill the dint of the wrathe of that King and his Efteattes." And 
braking on in particular vpon the graitteft part of that Conventioun, with 
plane fpeitche and mightie force of zeall, he challengit tham of hiche treafone 
bathe againft Chryft and the King, againft the Kirk and Countrey of Scotland, 
in that purpofe and counfall they war about. Bot the King, interrupted him, 
and commandit him to go out, whafe command he obeyit, thanking God that 
they haid knawin his mynd, and gottin his meflage difchargit. Mr Dauid 
Lindfay, Mr James Nicolibne, Mr Patrik Galloway, and I, that remeanit and 
hard all, and fpak in the contrar, and adhering in effect to that quhilk Mr 
Andro haid vttered, bot in fie fort, that the King with fear promifes fatiffeit 
over eafelie and removit. In end, the Efteattes concludes, that the King and 
Kirk being fatiffeit, it war beft to call tham hame, and that his Maieftie fould 
heir thair offerres for that effect. 

In the monethe of September following, the Commiffionars of the Generall 
Affemblie, with diuers vther guid breithring, conyeinit in Cowper, and ynder- 
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Handing certeanlie of the retourn of the papift Lords, and of thair plattes, 
purposes, and bilfines, with thair fauorars and afibciattes, thought guid to di- 
rect certean of the breithring thair prefent to the King, being in Falkland, to 
mein the mater to him, and crane a difcharge of his dewtie, naralie that 
feing without his licence and knawlage, as was certefeit to the Kirk be his 
Maiefties Miniftera, thefe rebeUes was com ham, and war about to mak in- 
furrectioan in the countrey, ther dangerus indewours fould be maturlie pre- 
vented be his Maieftie, his authoritie and powar. Alfo that ther fould be a 
meitting again of the breithring in Edinbruche the monethe October following. 
Sa Mrs, Andro Meluill, Patrik Galloway, James Nicolfone, and I, cam to 
Falkland, whar we fand the King verie quyet The reft leyed vpon me to be 
fpeaker, alleaging I could propone the mater fuftantiuflie, and in a myld and 
finothe maner, quhilk the King lyked beft of. And entering in the Cabinet 
with the King alan, I fchew his Maieftie, That the Commiflionars of the Ge- 
nerall Afiemblie, with certean vther breithring ordeanit to watche for the 
weill of the Kirk in £a dangerus a tyme, haid convenit at Cowper. At the 
quhilk word the King interrupts me, and crabbotlie quarrels our meitting, 
alleaging it was without warrand and feditius, making ourfelues and the 
countrey to conceaue feir whar ther was na caufe. To the quhilk, I begin- 
ning to reply in my maner, Mr Andro doucht nocht abyd it, bot brak af vpon 
the King in la zealus, powerfull, and vnrefiftible a maner, that whowbeit the 
King vied his authoritie in maift crabbit and colerik maner, yit Mr Andro 
bure him down and outtered the Commiffioun as from the mightie God, call- 
ing the King bot " Gods fiUie vaffall," and taking him be the fleiue, iayes this 
in effect, throw mikle hat reafoning and manie interruptiones : " S*, we will 
hnmblie reference your Maieftie alwayes, namlie in publict, but fen we have 
this occafioun to be with your Maieftie in privat, and the treuthe is, yie ar 
brought in extream danger bathe of your lyff and croun, and with yow the 
Countrey and Kirk of Chryft is lyk to wrak, for nocht telling yow the treuthe, 
and giffen of yow a fathfull counfall, we mon difcharge our dewtie therin, or 
els be trators bathe to Chryft and yow. And therfor, Sir, as diuers tymes 
befor, fo now again I mon tell yow, ther is twa Kings and twa Kingdomes 
in Scotland. Thair is Chryft Jefus the King, and his kingdome the Kirk, 
whale fubiect King James the Saxt is, and of whafe kingdome noclit a king, 
nor a lord, nor a heid, bot a member. And they whome Chryft hes callit and 

to watche ower his Kirk, and governe his fpirituall kingdome, hes 
powar of him, and authoritie fa to do, bathe togjdder and feueralie ; 
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the quhilk na Chriftian King nor Prince fould cOntroll and difch&rge, bot for- 
tifie and affift, vtherwayes nocht fathfull fubiects nor members of Chryft 
And, Sir, when yie war in your fwadling cloutes, Chryft Jefus rang frilie in 
this land in fpyt of all his enemies, and his officers and minifters convenit and 
aflemblit for the rewling and weill of his Kirk, quhilk was euer for your weil- 
fear, defence, and preferuatioun alfo, when thir lam enemies was feiking your 
deftructioun and cutting af. /And in fa doing, be thair afiemblies and meitt* 
ings fen fyne continowalie hes bein terrible to thefe enemies, and maift fted- 
able for yow. And will yie now, when ther is mair nor extream neceffitie of 
the continowance and fathfull difcharge of that dewtie, drawin to your awin 
deftructioun be a dewillifhe and maift jpernitius counfall, begin to hinder and 
difhart Chryfts fervants, and your beft and maift fathfull fubiects, quarrelling 
tham for thair conveinirig and cair that they haiff of thair dewtie to Chryft 
and yow, when yie fould rather commend and countinance tham, as the godlie 
kings and guid emperours did. As to the wifdome of your couniall, quhilk I 
call deuilifhe and pernitius, it is this, that yie mon be fervit be all fort of men 
to cum to your purpofe and grandour, Jew and Gentill, Papift And Proteft- 
ant ; and becaufe the Minifters and Proteftants in Scotland is ower ftark, and 
controlles the King, they mon be waikned and brought law be fteiring vpe a 
partie to tham, and the King being aequall and indifferent, bathe falbe fean to 
flie to him ; la fall he be weill fervit Bot, Sir, gif Gods wefitame be the onlie 
trew wifdome, this will proue mere and mad folie, for his curs can bot light 
vpon it ; fa that in feiking of bathe, yie fall los bathe, wharas in cleiuing 
vprightlie to God, his trew fervants fould be your fure frauds, and he fould 
compell the reft counterfitlie and leinglie, to giff over thamfelues. and fejrve yow 
as he did to Dauid." Thir things, and manie vther, was fpoken be occafioun 
in conference with grait libertie and vehemance, till at laft the King fattelit 
and dimitted ws pleafandlie, with manie atteftationes that he knew nocht of 
the papift Lords hamcoming till they war in the countrey ; and whowbeit the 
Efteates haid licenced tham to mak thair offers, they fould nocht be receaued 
till they thamfelues war furthe of the countrey again, and offer what they 
wald, they fould gett na grace at his hand till they fatifBed the Kirk. 

The SO of October the Commiffionars of the Generall Affemblie, and from 
diuers Synodalls, convened at Edinbruche, the haill proceidings wharof from 
that day vntill the xvij day of Decern, that accittfed wrakfall diy to the 
Kirk and Comoun weill of Scotland, becauie they ar at lainthe, and partial- 
krlie in forme of Epheroerids fett doun be me in a bu\k be thamfelflf, for con^ 
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tracting of this volum, I mon remit the reidar therto. Only heir I will infert 
the offers quhilk the Erie of Hountlie maid to the Synod of Murray, be his 
Lady the 19 day of the forfaid monethe of October, that it may be knawin 
whow trew the Lord hes euer bein in his promifes to his Kirk, in making 
thair and his enemies leinglie yeild, and to giff ower thamfelues vnto his 
Dauid. 

The Offers prejented be the Lady Henriet Stewart, Countes of Houn&y, having commiffion from 
hir housband in his dbfence, to the Synodall AffembUe of the Presbyteries within the 
Dioice/e of Murray, conuenit in Elgen the xix day of October, 1596* 

At the firft hairing, and baaing intelligence that your worfchips heir conrenit, and remanent of 
the Kirk of this Realm, bee bein in tyme pad, and as yit remanes euill infonnit be fuggeftioun of 
miireportes of my Lord and Spoufe, that he fonld be a Trafectar with ftrangers fen his departing 
out of this realme, in prehidice of the relligioun prefentlie profeffit in the fam, and of the efteat of 
his natioe countrey, I, as haning commiffioun in his nam, offers nocht onlie to mak his pargationn 
of the fioifter mifreportes of him aboae wrytten, bot alfo that he fall abyd and fubmit himfelff to 
all lawful! tryall theranent ; and if he beis fond culpable and giltie therof to fuffer and vnderly the 
cenfoors of your Worfchips, King, and Connfall. 

Secondlie, I offer that he fall mak fnfficient fecuritie nather till attempt, affift, nor deuyfe anie 
thing in tymes camming, tending to the alteratioan or inrerfioun of the relligioun prefentlie pro* 
fsffit within this Realme. 

Thridlie, offers that he fall banilhe and eiect from his companie and focietie all Jefuites, Semi- 
narie Preifls, excommunicat perfones, and notorius knawin Papifts. ' 

Feirdlie, lie is, and falbe content to intercomoun and confer with quhatfuineuer of the minifterie 
your Worfchips and haill Kirk apoinct ; and in cais he may be mouit be guid arguments and rea- 
ibnes, and therby perfuadit in his conference to leaue the relligioun prefentlie profeft be him, be 
fall embrace the relligioun profeft within this Realme* 

Fyfitie, offeree that he fell refiaue an ordinar minifter in his companie for his better inftructkran, 
on his awin charges ; and in mean tyme fall keipe guid ordour. 

Seztlie, for better aflurance of his guid meining, he is content till affift your difcipline in punifh- 
ing of ryce. 

Sevintlie, in confideratioun of the premifles I will defyre your Worfchips to giff and concead a 
reafonable tyme wharin my Lord my Sponfe may be refolued in bis conscience, and that it wilt 
pleis your Worfchips to fchaw him that fawour to abfolue him fin the proces of excommunicatioun ; 
and that he may hane, be your mediatioun and interceiding, his Maieftiea fawour and orerfight, to 
remean within the countrey rntroublit during the tyme of the conference. 

And for your perfwaiioun to the premifles, I offer in his name, that he fall mak fnfficient feeu- 
ritie for obfemug of the Articles aboue wrettin ; and in teftimonie of his guid intentkranes, fait 
affift the planting of mmiftera in the Kirks defolat within his bounds. 

Thus fttb/bryttit, 

Henrett Countms of Hountmy* 
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Thir Articles war prefentit be the barones vnderwryten : S* Walter Ogil- 
ble of Findlater, Knight, Robert Innes of that Ilk, S r Jhone Gordown of 
Pitlurg, Knight, Wilyeam Sutherland of Duffes, Jhone Vrquhart of Tullo, 
Tutor of Crommertie. 

Vpon thir offeres the papift Erles war fuffered to bruik the countrey, yea 
ther awin houfies and leivings till the monethe of May therefter, when at the 
General! Aflemblie hauldin at Dondie, they war abfolued. Quhilk was eafie to 
effectual the miniftrie of St Andros and Edinbruche, and fa of the haill fouthe, 
being ather defated or drawin to the Kings deuotioun ; and the miniftrie of 
the northe haillelie be fear and flatterie maid for the purpofe. And thus our 
vndewtifulnes did lofe again that grait victorie quhilk God haid conqueift ovper 
thefe enemies ; the quhilk I pray his mercie they be nocht maid iuft fcurges 
to the minifterie in fpeciall therfor. 

Immediatlie efter that xvij day of December, the minifters of Edinbruche^ 
Maifters Robert Bruce, James Balfour, Walter Balcanquall, and Wilyeam Wat* 
fone, war nocht onlie counfallit, hot erneftlie vrgit be thair flok to flie. Twa of 
the quhilk, Mr Robert and Walter paft fouthe in England. The vther twa 
cam northe ower to Fyff, whar they war attendit vpon and receavit in a hous 
quhilk the Lord haid preparit for the confort of his fervants. Ther, vnder 
the winges of Gods prouidence, they repoiit, and ther thair hoft penned the 
Apologie of thair caufe, following : 

A Declaration* of the iuft eaufes quhilk moved the Mmtfiere of Edinbruche to withdraw thorn 

f dues from thair fiohes for afeafone in the monetk of December 1596, oiuemgptoce 

to the wrathe of the Prince, to re/erue AamfUmefor a better tgme. 

Ther hea bein, in all ages, is, and folbe, fan profeffit malitiae enemies to the Lord Jefns and 
his ferrands : Sum that wald profes frindfchipe to tham, bot the lone of this warld & owerrewlee 
thair affectionnes, that when the frindfchipe of the an and the vther comes in comparifone, ft that 
of Deceflitie they man forfeak an of tham, lyk the ritcheman in the Gofyell, withheaTines of hart 
they depart from Chryft : Sum weak and infirm breithring that haid neid nocht onlie of rights** 
informatioan in the treathe, bot alfo of continnall confort : And fom wyfe and ftrang fonorars wha 
leakes na thing bot intelligence of the proceidings of maters that they may meantein the cans, and 
ftand tbermto againft whatfoener calnmnie or fklander. 

Concerning the firft, wharof we mein nocht to tyne tyme in waffing of fie Moores, nor contrar 
to the command of our maifter, to caft our halie things to dogges, and fett our^wirles hefor fie 
fwyne, feiking to find and fane fie whom the Lord will hane loft and deftroyed, and therfor in hia 
rightens indgments gifies tham over to thair awin fontafies to forge oat ftnmbling blokes, and caft 
tham in thair awin way to foil on, and go from euill to warfo, deceaning and being deceanit, to 
thair awin iuft condemnation!!. 
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for the fecond fort, it war hot loft labour alfo to press to perfwad tham of the treuthe ; 
for it fearethe with tham as with an fa affectionat to his frind that he meines never to fpeir his 
qoarreli, what euer be done, what ever be ftid, right or wrang, trew or fals, raihlie or aduyfedlie, 
ft it tend anie wayes to the hurt or hinderanoe of his affectionat frind, it is all an ; yea, he is fa 
ather bltndit or willfallie addicted to his fond frindfcbipe, that the leaft appeirance of the hurt ther- 
of makes right, treuthe, wefdome, aduyfitaes in his conceat to alter bathe name and nature, and be 
efteinied and giffen oat for contrsrie vyces. Sa ar they to the frindfcbipe of thair gear and this 
warkL 

Oar onlie cear is of the twa rankes that remeanes, rightlie till informe that an of the iuft and 
wechtie caufles moaing ws to withdraw onrfelues from our charges, and leaue af the exerceife of 
oar inmifterie amangs oar flocks of oar awin accord for a feafone, (qohilk vtherwayes we fould bane 
bein compelled to do againft oar willes, to the los of oar liaes and graitter difavantage of the 
eomoun eaufe, as enidentlie will appeir in our Apologia efter following,) and togidder beirwithall to 
fabioyae fam confort alfo for the conhrmatioon of that Tther ; befeikand tham bathe to accept of the 
faming rightlie and lowinglie in the tender howelles of the Lord Jefus. 

Thair is twa things as we vnderftand blawin abrode of ws for oar difcredit, and the hurt of the 
canfe of Jefus Chryft. An, that we haue left our flockes, and fa becom, of paftors, hyrlings. The 
vther, that we ar fled from the tares, and ft of guid fabiects becom rebelles and outlawes. The 
quhflk crymes ar befor God and man, in all reformit kirks and eomoun weilles, ft hynous and odius, 
that gifwe haid nocht the teftimonie of a guid confcience in the contrare to vphold ws befor God, 
and euident reafones to cleir onrfelues befor the reafonable and godlie, we wald efteim onrfelues of 
all men maift rai&rable. 

* For as concerning the flight from our flockes, we bane the command of our Maifter bidding ws, 
being perfeent in a citie, to flie to an Tther, and conform to the faming his awin example, and the 
exemple of his apofties, namlie St Paull, who, being let down in a baiket by night over the walles 
of Damafcus, efthaped, and the manifold flightes of manie reoerend fttliers of the antient kirk, and 
namlie of the godlie and sealos Athanafius, weill thought of and approvin of all Chriftianitie. And 
who, I pray yow, freaking in confcience, w31 or can deny oar perfecutioun ? Having fie blodie bod* 
warts coming to ws from court continuallie, fie fchoring to pink ws oat of oar pulpites, fie bitter and 
niaHtius realling againft ws at tables, and in conference of counfallours, fie blafpbemus traducing m 
publict, be proclamatiounes at mercat crofies with found of trumpet ; whar befor that ener we war 
callit or hard, we war convict of feditkran and treaflbne, and proclamed to be fie perfonnes, namlie 
In that maift malithiB and bklphemus procJamntioun, wherin was dednctt the proces led againft Mr 
David Blak, in the fehT maift informall, impius, and inraft, and we inoolnit hi the gfltmes of the ftm 
afleagH crymes, to be maid partakers of the ftm punifment at the pleafar and will of the Prince ; 
who, God wattes, and man bathe, what guid will he hathe vttered towards ws and all onrmaifters 
fervaads, fen the receiving of oar deidlie enemies the papift Erles in his ftwour: For the quhilk, 
we bumblie pray the Lord to be merciftdl to the King, and giff him repentance in tyme befor that 
grah indge of the world fett his iuftice court, enter in rednctioun of that proces, and prononce a 
feiffrtll fentence in his contrar, to be execot in wrathe without delay. And at laft a maift craftelie 
deayfit tumult and iafurrectioan motioned be oar enemies, and moaed be the fimple populace ; the 
qubilk nochtwimftanding, be oar diligence and authorise, h was aflwagit without anie violence Or 
tstt done to anie man, praiflt be God. YH, forfathe, the ftm is ft hilie aggreagh, that it is giffen 
oat to the world for a eonlpboeie of ws and our aflbciattes, of hie treaibne againft his Maiefties 
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perfone and counfallours, and maid to be a fufficient caufe, wharfbie we (bold be apprehendit as 
feditiua trators, committed to warde, and condemnit to fchamfull executioun. 

For what better could we bane lniked for at the hands of onr accnrfed enemies, tbe excommu* 
nicat papift Erles, whafe fpeciall frinds and feuonrars faes nocbt onlie alienat the hart of his Maief* 
tie from ws, bot fa incenfit the faming in hatred and wratbe againft ws, fteired vpe be our frie re* 
baiking of finne, and fathfoll admonitiounes giffen from tyme to tyme to his Maieftie for efcbewing 
of the feirfull indgments of God, that his awin mouthe hes brathed out bludie fentences and domes 
againft wa. The qnhilk thing, when onr breithring the Commiflionars of the Generall Affemblie 
haid efpyed and confidderit befor thair departing of the town, forcit to leave ws be that ftreat charge 
and proclamation!*, they gaiff ws thair fpeciall advys and counfall, that in cais onr Magiftrates and 
flock wald nocht preferue ws faiff from violent invafioun and craftie dint of deidlie malice, in that 
ceas we fould withdraw ourfelffs for a tyme, and referne ourfelfls to a better oceafioun, when we 
might ferue onr God and his peiple be onr miniftrie in faftie and freidome. And it is of veritie, that 
fa far was our bailyies and counfall from that abilitie or dewtie, that they war fean for feir of thair 
awin efteattes to receaue a commiffioun to tak and apprehend ws, and pnt ws in ftreat warde and 
fare firmance, to be producit at the pleafour of our enemies, and maid a prey to the recent anger of 
an inceniit King, whofe wratbe is as the roaring of a lyoun, or as a boare rnbbit of hir whelpes, as 
fpeakes the Scripture. The qnhilk they haid nocht fealit to bane effectuat indeid, ghT God of his 
gnid Prouidence haid nocht carit for our prefernatioun, and movit the haill breithring of onr Pref- 
byterie, and vthers ont of diners partes of the countrey, being ther for the tyme, togidder with onr 
awin Seffioun and diners of our flock better affected, to counfall ws cairfullie and maift vrgentlie to 
mone ws to efchew the prefent furie and danger, and keipe ourfelues to the fore for the warkof God 
at a better tyme. Giff then it be lawfull, comendable, and honeft for the ftoutteft to feir whar ther 
is iuft caufe, and flie to that end they may feght againe, namlie to paftors wher ther isna danger of 
infecting of thair fiockes with herefie, and euident danger intendit againft thair lyues ; and if the 
premises and mikle mair, cleirlie knawin to the confciencea of all men of cair and fight in proceid* 
ings of maters, be trew, it is manifeft that fie was the flat in deid of ws and our fiockes. Ther is 
nan of found and fanctefied iudgment that will blam ws as mercenarie defertours of our charges* 
bot rather praife God, wha hes of his gratins gaidnes wotchaffed fa to direct and protect wa to be 
referued in hope of farder imployment in the wark of his glorie and grace in Jefus Cbryft* 

Now to the vther heid of our accufatioun, twitching onr fleing from the bwes, we ftand iuftlie 
to the fiat denying therof. For we flie nocht from tbe law, bot from the wratbe and euill difpofi* 
tioun of the iudge that may eafelie pervert the law ; or rather from the partie wha intends, be pre* 
tence of law, to be reuengit vpon ws, as vpon thair noyfome enemies, wha, as they alleage, hes nocht 
cefiit, be our iuft rebuking of thair finnes, qnhilk they term feditius fermontes, to difgrace tham be- 
for the peiple, and therby at laft hes concitat the faming againft tham to bereane tham of thair 
lyres and honors. Giff it be nocht fa, we appeill thair confidence befor God ; and if it be fa, as it 
is indeid, bane we nocht reafone to declyne the iudgment of our partie, and flie from acrafue and 
crewall intendit reuenge of a deidlie and maUtius enemie* 

For to be plean in this our neceftar apologie, we ar forcit vnto for defence of the eftimatioun of 
our office, and creadit of onr calling amangs the peiple of God, nocht we onlie, bot all men of gnid 
and aaqnitable iudgment, thinks it all an to be iudgit be the prefent counfall as be the Erie of 
Hountlie, in whafe fawonr the advancement of tbe fpecialles of tham, fpeak what they will, hes btin 
procurit, and for whafe effect thair credit is continewed and increaffit at Court. And we ar fur* 
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Ban will efton wa fodti&e or flayed for fleing from the lodgment of thai crewall trator, aa from the 
burning of Donibkiall or Spaatihe Inquintioun. 

And as to the Kings Maieftie, wo flie nocbt from his lawfiill authoritie, but from his vnlawfaH 
Wiethe, nocht from his euill naturall (quhilk of itielff is maift clement,) but from his preiudicat dif- 
pefitioon and eoill opinkmn coneearit againft ws be the maift fubtill and importune fubieftioun of 
csaftte ierpentes, from whafe pernituis poifone our continiiall prayer to God is, that his Maieftie 
asajr be fan?, and nocht therby flean in body and fault For as to his Maiefties Judicatorie, we 
Basin nocht to declyne it in this caufe, nather, whowbeit we bane be all law maift iuft canfe of 
appollatioaa therfra, being fa inormlie greivit and hurt be all bis proceedings againft ws, yit we 
mem nocht fimplie till appell from his Hienes throne to anie Casfars, kings or princes, in the erthe, 
but a Rege male confnlto et affecto ad melius. Sa that whow foono fonener it pleis God to delyver 
him from the companie and connfidl of wicked Papifts and malitins Atheifts, and turn his hart and 
a s Wtioun to the trew profeffeurs of the right Chriftian relligioan and fathfull minifters therof, wha 
without aH qneftkran is, hea bein, and will prone his onlie fore frinds and gnid fubiects, we* fall in 
all readines and hnmilitie prefent onrfelnes befor hie Maieftie, fitt clow fauld our feit, and tholl an 
Stflyfe of anie honeft men of whatfnmener rank, for all art, part, read or coonfall of that infurrec- 
neon, or anie vther interpryfe at anie tyme attempted againft bis Maieftie. 

Wharfbr, deir breithring, we erneftlie exhort yow in the bowelles of our comoun Sanlour to 
eoneeaue of oar canfe and doings aright, and nocht onlie to iatiffie yourfelff with the sequitable 
rtafbnes and motmes therof, wherby all occafiouo of offence and miflyking may eafelie be removed 
hoi alfo of Chriftian dewtie and loue to play the adnocat for ws at the hands of vthers, namlie of 
fie as may haTe acces to deall with his Maieftie for the treuthe, and mone his Hienes to a better 
dilpofitkran. 

OBor, as concerning oar dewtie to his Maieftie, the God of heavin, the cear&r of all hartes, bears ws 
witnes, that we inioy a gnid and quiet confeience theranent, qnhilk aocufes ws nocht of omitting 
anie thing we oucht of dewtie to his Maieftie, nor committing of anie thing againft his Maiefties 
perfone or efteat, vnles it bane bein be the exces of affectioun or zeall, fearing for his danger, and 
eating for his Weill and prefernatiotin againft all fort of trators : That lyk as his Maieftie haid gnid 
prnff and experience therof againft Bodnall, from whafe attempts he could never be frie till we put 
to our hand ; and efter redding of his Maieftie diuers tymes out of his claues, at laft maid him 
fcan, being excommunicat, till abandone the countrey ; fa he might haue the fam againft thefe grait- 
teraod mair dangerus trators, the laid Bodualles confederattes at Menmnre, the excommunicat 
papift Erles, wha feikes maift fubtillie to betrey his Maieftie in body, faull, kingdom, lyff tempo- 
laH and euetlafting* Gif heirin we haue ofiendit, let the King pardone and forgiff wa> 

But alas ! wald to God the wrang war done to ws onlie, the pure fervants of the Lord Jefus^ 
amd nocht directlie to himfelff, whafe croun and kingdome is violentlie invadit ; withe whome the 
King enterit in actioun for redding of mercbes, and in the mean tym maid irruptionn violentlie 
within the middes of his vndoutted pofleffioun, and vnder conference of things alleagit queftionable 
betwix his erthlie kingdome, and the kirk, the fpirituall kingdome of Chryft Jefus, £att down in 
indgment, tuk decreit to himfelff, and therby acclamed the fpeciall prinilages of the croun of 
Chryft, to wit, the judicator of the pretching of the Word, and conceaving of prayer, and annulling 
of the eonftitutionnea and commiffionnes of his fupream aflemblie within this realme. Giff anie 
gentiUman of the countrey haid bein (a vfed with his nibour in queftioun of his mertches, wald he 
nocht be thought to haue iuft oecanoun of compleant, yea iuft canfe and qnarrell to war his gear, 
land, himfelff and all that wald tak his part for redres therof? And yit fall nocht the Lord Jefus 
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be hard to coraplean ? Sail hie fervnnts be declarit trators, becanfe they mein hia cattfe ? Sail hi* 
officers be rebelles, becaufe they warn his foods to cognoa vpon the wrang and fie it repearh ? 
And fall fie oppreflioun and tyrannic paa vnreprefiit ? Sail he wha baa recaioed the hailt lands 
and coftes of the erthe for a iuft pofiefiioun, yea, all powar in beavin and in erd from the grait 
Creator therof, fuffer himfelff to be thua handlit and vfit ? Sail the Pagan Turc, the Cam of Tar* 
tarie, the Mufconit and Sophie of Pen, defend tbair bounds and conqueift kingdomes? Sail baf- 
tard Chriiliannes, fie as Prefter Jhone in Afric, beire impyre, and Philipe of Spean mak the warld 
agafl, inlarging his dominiones from the weft to eft, and in the mean tyme the hair of the warld, the 
Ling of glorie, be opprefied, fpulied, and diihonored be a litle erthlie Regains ? Na, alas ! wild to 
God the King knew what he war doing, and tuik vpe rightlie, and confidderit the rathfull, lowing*, 
and cearfnll hartes of the miniftrie, wha fies the hat wrathe of Jehona kindUt againft him, for: 
helping the wicked and faworing of tham whom God haittes, and of the Lord Jefus, King of Kinges, 
for irivadding of his pofiefiionnes, and vfurping vpon his fpiritnall enran and kingdome t And tber-» 
for mon cry the alarme and giff the warning in tyme to leaue af and repent, befor he be confomit 
therby, and maid a feirfall fpectacle to the rewlars of the erde. * 

Alas ! his confluence, and the confeience of all, may weill ken, it is nather ritches, honour, land 
nor rent, nor na warldlie particular that we crane, as does his courtiours, wha goes about to da 
and counfall him, nocht according to his weilfeare, hot efter his affectioun and prefisnt dangerus 
difpofitioun ; and fa when they haue gotten that quhilk they fought, they cair na matr for him, hot 
wald haue another in his place, of whom they might gett mair, to feme tbair infatiable appetefc, 
Dot onr cair onlie is left he offend his God, and fa be left deftitut of his grace and protectioun, and 
fall in the hands of fie as feiks his wrak and diftructioun. And yit, forfuthe, they ar the frinds, and 
we the enemies ; they the wyfe and difcrett, and we the inordinat foolles ; they the fanears of his * 
honour and priuileages of his croun, and we the empearera therof, and fie as feikea to difgrace him 
befor the peiple. But alas ! wald to God his Maieftie faw tbair plattes, and knew thair deuyfles/ 
he wald die from tham as from the fword, or confumption of raging fyre ; for, as Solomon fpeakes 
of the harlot, " Honnie is in ther mouthe, but the fting of bitter deathe is in thair end." Let the 
King perfew ws as he pleafes, we fall nocht ceas to requyt him with erneft prayer to our God to. 
preferue his Grace from the miferable experience quhilk fall cleir this caufe to the haill warld, gif 
he brak nocht af his finnes be repentance, and turn to God in tyme. 

Now in end, we turn to yow, our deir afflicted flok, for the (artie of whafe faullea we hope, be 
Gods grace, to giff our ly ves giff neid beis ; whowbeit we efteim the pre&nt los of your gear of 
lytle aveall, in refpect of that fervice quhilk yit in this lyff we may do to Chryft and his Kirk. 
What euer be the doings of men in this your vifitatioun, luik yie to the hand of God, iuftlie work- 
ing that quhilk fa often be our mouthes he forwarned yow of, for the contempt of his Gofpell* and 
fruictles palling ower the lang fimmer and feafonable herveft therof* He hea moved the folio of * 
mad and ronfufit multitude to minifter to your troublers the occafioun of your prefent perplexitie, 
yea of his heauie plag vpon your hartes, bodies and geare, to the fpilling be appeirance of a guid 
caufe, and moving of the wrathe of an erdlie prince againft yow. Bot we befeik yow therin toi 
perceaue and tak vpe the angrie face and crabbit countenance of the Lord of Hoftes, wha hes the 
conpe of his vengeance, mixit with mercie and iuftice, in his hand, to propyne to this haill land, 
and euerie member therof, in what rank and degrie fo euer they be. Of the quhilk the fervants of 
his awin hous, and yie in fpeciall, hes gottin the breird to drink. Drink it patienthe, for whowbeit 
it be bitter, it is a halfome potioun of repentance propynit to yow in mercie ; bot be afiurit for 
your confort, when that bathe wrought weill vpon yow and ws for our bumiliatioun and amendi* 
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it, the HA drag of tint read wyne of the Lord* vengeance is preparit in wrasthfull raftice 
for the enemies to drink, the quhilk they fidl drink, nill they, will they, to thair horrible deftruc- 
tionn and confufioun euerlafting. Amen. 



-. At the beginning of Januar, the King, with grait forces of the Homes, 
Cares, and fouthland gentell men, cam to Edinbruche, quhilk put the town in 
grait feir, and thair was keipit a frequent Conventiouri of Efteates, wharin 
war maid manie ftrange and feueir actes, the tytles wharof followes : 
• Imprimis, Thrie actes of Counfall confirmed be thair authoritie : an, find- 
ing the vproare at Edinbruche the xvij of December to be hicheft treafone, 
and the authors and partakers, With thair fauorars, to be trators in the hicheft 
degrie. An vther, difcharging the minifters ftipends that wald nocht fubfcry ve 
a band acknawlaging the King to be onlie Judge in maters of treaflbne or vther 
ciuill and crimiuall caufTes, committed be preatching, prayer, or what way fo 
euer. The thrid, ordeaning all provefts and bailyies, ihireffes, ftewarts, and 
vthers of authoritie, that fould happen to be prefent at anie iklanderus fpeitches 
of his Maieftie, in pulpit or vtherwayes, to ftay tham from anie farder pro- 
viding/ tak and apprehend, keipe and detein tham, till they fould vnderftand 
his Hienes pleafure anent thair offence. 

. Item, Ther paft an act with thir, finding his Maieftie to haue powar to charge 
and difcharge a Minifter to teatche at anie tyme or place, as he fould think 
convenient. 

Item, Ane Act difcharging all Generall and Synodall Affemblies and Pref- 
byteries to be keipit at anie tyme heirefter within the brouch of Edinbruche, 
and the Prefbyterie of Edinbruche to fitt in Muffelbruche or Dalkethe. 
- Item, Ane Act ordeaning the Minifters hous in Edinbruche to be appropriat 
ill tyme coming to his Hienes vfe, be reafone of the treafonable and feditius 
complottes ther deuyfit at findrie tymes be the forraar inhabitantes ; and ther- 
withall the Nather Counfall hous, for that it was fum tymes imployed to be a 
gard hous, to be a Chacquer hous in all tymes coming. 

Item, Ther was a form of Band to be fubfcryvit be the proveft and bailyies 
of Edinbruche, and therefter to be prefented to the remanent Magiftrates 
within brouches, bearing a maift ftreat aithe of fidelitie to his Maieftie, and 
oblefing tham n£uer to fuffer anie Minifter Mafpheam his Maieftie, his Coun- 
fall and Efteattes, vnapprehendit, vnder the pean of periurie againft the haill 
thrie perfones of the Godheid, and vnder a grait pecuniall fbum in cais of 
failyie. 
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Item, The Town of Edinbruche bund neuer to admit thair former Miniftera 
to teatche again within the Town without his Maiefties confent, never to chufe 
anie vther in thair place without his Maiefties allowance ; fiklyk neuer to chule 
a Magiftrat without his Maiefties approbatioun ; and the prefent Magiftrats 
to dimit and refing thair offices ower in his Hienes hands, to the intent he 
may with the advys of Counfall elect fie vthers as he pleafes. And fordar, wad 
inioyned to tham, ather to find out the principall offenders, and mak thair 
proces cleir that ther reft na thing but executioun befor the laft day of this 
inftant, or els the proveft, bailyies, deacones, and counfall, reprefenting . the 
haill body of the town, till enter thair perfones in warde within the town of 
Perthe, vpon the firft of Februar nixt, ther till vnderly the law for the laid 
treafonable vproare, and for thair letting to libertie of Mr James Balfour, efter 
his apprehenfioun. 

Item, The Seffioun to be tranfported to Perthe, ther to fitt the firft day of 
Februar nixt, and his Maieftie and the Checquer to remean till then at Lith- 
gow. The Commifiars and Shireff Court to fit at Leithe. 

At the fam Conventioun was read on a day bot thrie billes : An of the 
Erie of Hountlies, an vther of the young Lard of Bonitones, and the thrid of 
the Lord Sachars, thrie excommunicat Papifts. In the twa firft, Aberdein was 
chargit to heir thair offers, and, finding tham agriable to the Law of God, 
conscience and quietnes of the realme, to accept tham, and to releiue the corn* 
pleaners of the fentence of excommunicatioun ; vtherwayes, to compeir befor 
the Counfall within 15 dayes therefter, and fchaw a reafonable caufe why ; 
with certificatioun, in cais of failyie, letters fould be direct to charge tham 
fimpliciter therto. 

And laft, Ther was apointed a number to iitt in euerie quarter of the town 
of Edinbruche, and examine fie as they pleafit, or fould be giffen in row to 
tham. Of whale depofitionnes ther was wryttin monie quarres of paper, and 
yit amangs all nocht fa mikle fund as might iuftlie mak a man, to let be a 
minifter, fufpitius of anie confpiracie or fordeuyfit vproar, that could publict* 
lie be punifhable. 

The King, finding this wantage and occafioun, poufles fordwart the fam to 
the conquering of the libertie, bathe of the Kirk and borrowes within this 
land ; and publifies in print a nomber of queftiones, wharby he calles in dout 
the haill difcipline and ordour of the Kirk, ordeaning the fam to be difputed 
and concludit in a folem Conventioun of the Kirk and Efteattes of the Realme,, 
to be conveinit be him at St Jhonftoun about the end of Februar- 
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Wharfor the Synod of Fyff, cairfull of thair dewtie at fa neidfull a tyme, 
convenit at Cowper the 8 of Februar, oideanjt euery Prelbyterie to nominat 
and direct twa of thair maift difcreit, wyfe, and refolut breithring to meit 
within the citie of St Andros vpon the Munday efter the xxj of that inftant, 
ther to confer, reafone, and refolue with comoun and vniform confent on maift 
folid and fubftantins anfwers to be fett down in wryt verie fchortlie for refo- 
lutioun of the Kings queftionnes. 

Alfo, efter erneft in calling of the nam of God, and graue and weghtie con- 
fideratioun of the dangers the haill efteat of the Kirk might fall into, if the 
government therof, manie yeirs ago eftablifhed be the Word of God and 
lawes of the countrey, and peacable practife accompanied with a rare Miffing 
of finceritie and concord, voide of all errour and fchifine even vnto this day, 
fould be now callit in controuerfie, and brought in doutfull and vncertain rea- 
foning amangs men vnfkilled in the Scriptur and Kirk effeares, without the 
advys of a Generall Aflemblie, or anie inferiour aflemblie of the Kirk, namlie 
at fie a tyme when the notour enemies therof ar, efter fa lang preparatioun, 
now in full readines to accomplis thair attemptats to hir vtter overthrow, — 
the Synod did nominat and ordean certean of thair maift graue, godlie, and 
difcreit breithring, to wit, Dauid Fergufone, Mr Thomas Buchanan, Mr Ro- 
bert Wilkie, Mr Robert Durie, Mr Wilyeam Scot, Mr Thomas Dowglas, and 
Mr Jhone Fearfull, to pas from the prefent aflemblie in Commiffioun to the 
Kings Maieftie, and in all humble reuerence and dewtifull maner, be all guid 
arguments and reafones to trauell with his Maieftie, that this apointed aflem- 
blie at Perthe may defert and be left of, or at leift be prorogat and continowit 
vnto the tym the laft apointed Generall Aflemblie be the haill Kirk, with con- 
fent of his Maiefties Commifiionars, according to the Act of his Maiefties Par- 
liament, convein in St Andros in the monethe of Apryll nixtocome, and giff 
thair advys anent his Maiefties intentionnes and purpole published in print ; 
declaring to his Maieftie in fpeciall, that na Prelbyterie hes powar to giff 
commiffioun to anie of thair breithring to caft in queftioun or put in dout the 
determinationnes and conclufionnes of a Generall Aflemblie, na mair nor a 
particular brouche may call in controuerfie his Maiefties Actes of Parliament : 
Sa that whowbeit the Prefbyteries fall direct thair Commifiionars to his Ma- 
at Perthe* at the day appointed, for teftifeing thair dew obedience, they 



* Nota. The King wrot to all prefbyteries throw the countrey to fend thrie of thair number to 
the Aflemblie apointed at Perthe, 
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can on na wayes com inftmcted for the purpofe mentionat therin, to put in 
queftioun or alter anie conftitutioun of a Oenerall Aflemblie. s 

In lyk maner, that it wald pleis his Maieftie to relax the Minifters of Edin? 
bruche from the horn, and repon tham again in thair awin roumes ; as alfo 
Mr Dauid Blak to his awin charge in St Andros, certefeing his Maieftie, that 
he can do na thing mair to the contentment and winning of the hartes of all 
the fathfull and godlie of this land at this prefent tyme. 

And fordar, to befeik his Hienes nocht to fuffer anie thing to be publifhed 
in print anent the proceiding of maters betwix his Maieftie and the Kirk of 
leat, having therin a fpeciall cear of his Maiefties honour and eftimatioun, 
quhilk can nocht bot be imparit amang the godlie and fincere profeflburs in 
all realmes, if our controuerfies com in thair hands. 

The faid Synod alfo condifendit vpon certean inftructionnes to be giffen to 
the Commifiionars, to be chofin be thair Prefbyteries, to keipe the apointed 
dyet be the King at Perthe, as followes : 



Injlructions gevin be the Synod of the Prouince ofFyffto the Commiffionars, to he chqfine be 

euerie Presbyterie within the faid Synod, to go to the Conventioun, appointed be his 

Maieftie at Perth ; the quhilk the faid Synod ordeanit tham and euerie 

an of tham precei/lie to 



First, yie (all fchaw that yie ar com for obedience to his Maieftie, and nocht for that yie ac- 
knawlage that to be a lawfall Generall Aflemblie, be reafone it was nocht anointed be the laft ge- 
neral], nor conrocat be the adrys of the Commiflionars of the laft Generall Aflemblie, as hes bein 
the practife of the Kirk at all tymes befor within this realme, warranted be the Word of God and 
lawes of the countrey. 

Item, yie fall fchaw that yie may nocht condifend in anie wayes to the reafoning or patting in 
queftioun the maters of the polecie of the Kirk ; becaufe the Generall Kirk of this realme, to quhilk 
yie ar fubiect, hes alreadie determined the faming, quhilk determinationn yie hane alfo fubfcryvit 
vnto, and nan may call the fam in dout, and put tham in reafoning, but a Generall Aflemblie. 
TherfoT, yie fall defyre his Maieftie, in all humilitie, for continuation of the reaflbning to the ordw 
nar afiigned Generall Aflemblie, to be hanldin at St Androus the xxvj of Apryll nixtocome. 

Item, gif na continnationn can be obtained, and yie ar vrged to proceide, yie fall proteft for the 
liberties of the Kirk, and planlie difaflenting, keipe yourfelfla frie of euerie thing that falbe done 
theranent. 

Item, becaufe the Conventioun is apointed be his Maieftie onlie for the queftionnes, yie fidl nocht 
mell in anie maner of way withe the receaving of Honntlie or rther excommunicate, or anie rthe? 
thing remitted from Synodal], or Prefbyteries, or properlie belanging to a Generall Aflemblie. 

Item, in cats the brethring amangs thamielue^ or his Maieftie, or anie of his Counfall, enter in 
reafoning with yow, or anie of yow in prirat, that yie baold fail be tbir general] grounds :— 1. Thai 
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the hull external! government of die Kirk mem be teen out of the Word of GoiL 8» That the 
ordinar pafton and doctors of the Kirk mom fchaw the will of God out of his Word ; and that 
onlie to be followed. S. That the pafton and doctors of the Kirk of Scotland hes with lang and 
grane deliberatioim fett down and conftitnt the haill externall difcipline and government of the 
Kirk ; according to the quhilk it hes bein thir manie yeirs fa happelie govemit and rewlit, that na 
herefie, fchiftne, or diflentkmn hes haid place therin mto this honre ; and that the* is nan beiring 
office in the Kirk, wha calles the iam in dont. It wald, therfor, plds his Maieftie nocht to fvffer 
therairand maift peaceable and decent eonftitotionn therof to be diftnrbit be ezagitatiag of frnictles 
qneftkmnes, namlie at this tyme, qnhen Papifts preafles, be that mean of difputatkran namlie, to 
brangle and perrert all. 

' Item, yie fall tranell with the minifters, barronnee, and noblemen, that fall happin thair to be 
conremit, that an vniform fnpplicationn may be maid and giflen in for reftoring of die minifters of 
Edinbrache, and Mr Danid Male again to thair flockes ; and behane yourfelnes heirin in the fetrof 
God and lone of Chryft and his lringdome, fathfallie and proTidentlie, with all dewtifull reuerence 
to the Kings Maieftie. 

FINIS. 



' In this Aflemblie alfo was read the Band quhilk the King and Counfall 
deuyfit to be fubferyvit be all minifters, vnder pean of tinfall of thair ftipends, 
in effect to refcind the declinator fubferyvit be all of befor at the calling of Mr 
Dauid Blak befor .the King and Counfall in the monethe of December. The 
quhilk band the Aflemblie iudged to be vnlawfull and fuperfluus for manie 
and diners reafones, quhilks, togidder with the poincts of the forfaid fiipplica- 
tioun, yie fall find in the volum mentioned befor, of the particulars that fell 
out in the monethes of Nouember and December. 

Vpon the SI of this monethe, Februar, the breithring apointed out of euerie 
prefbyterie conveined at St Andros, and diuers dayes towtdng the Kings 
Queftionnes,* the fchort foum wharof, togidder with the queftionnes tham 
felues, followes ; 



The Que/Nonnes proponed be As King, to be refoluitatthe Conventioun of the Eftaits and 
Generatt Ajbnblie, appointed to be at the brouche qfPerthe, the laftqfFebr. 1596. 

Answer— 1. Tmu 6. 

Gif anie man teatcbe vtherwayes, (viz. then the Apoftle hes tancht concerning the gover- 
nment of the hous of God, quhilk ia Ms Kirk,) and confentes nocht to the halfome words 

• Nota. Mr Jhone iLindfiqr was fnipected to be theantfhorof thir Qneftionea, Iwathewas 
on the counlall of tham, bathe in denyfing and following forthe of tham* 

2K 
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of the Lord Jefos Chryft, and to the doctrin quhilk is according to Godlines, he is puft 

vp and knawes na thing ; hot dotathe about queftionnes and flryff of words, wharof 

cumes invy, ftiyff, reelings, euill furmifings, vean difputation of men of corrupt mynds* 

, and deftitut of the treuthe, quhilk think that gean is godlinea ; from fie feparat thy felff, 

• 

Que/?. A. : May nocht the maters of the externall gubernation of the Kirk be difputed, fklua fide 
et religion^ ? >.: 

Am. Tb«y may nocht.— 1, The government of the Kirk being alreadie eftablifhed and conftttut 
vpon guid groundes of the Word of God, be lawea of the countrey, and mair nor threttie years 
pofiefiioun. 2. Namlie at fie a tyme when the Papifts ar readie bent to febak and overthrow the 
Kirk and Gofpell. 3. When that vnformall conformitie is fought be our nibour enemies of the 
difcipline, the Bifchopes of EinglandL 4. In fa difiblut eftait of a lawles and iufliceles peiple. 5, 
When na edificatioun hot difiructioun and breidding of fchifme and difientioun within the bowelles 
of the Kirk may aryfe therof. 6, When nane of the paftors or doctors of the Kirk douttes ther* 
anent. 7. Let the King and Counfall confidder whow intolerable they wald think it, to caft in, 
dout the fundamental] lawes of the kingdome, and Actes of Parliament ; or gif anie man wald put 
in arbitriment or reafoning his vndoutted pofieffioun, lenning vpon a law, and decreit, and right 
vnreducit. 

Quefi. 2. Is it the King feueralie, or the paftor feueraKe, or bathe coniunctlie, that ftrald eftablifhe 
the Actes anent the externall gouernment of the Kirk, or what is the form of thair coniunction to 
mak lawes ? 

Ans. All Actes of the Kirk fould be eftablifhed be the Word of God, conteined in Hofie Scrip- 
ture, the ordinar interpretars wharof ar the paftors and doctors of the Kirk* The extraordinar in 
tyme of corruptioun of the haill efteat of the Kirk, ar prophettes, and fie as God indowes with ex* 
traordinar giftes ; and kings and princes aucht, be thair ciuill authoritie, to ratifie and aproue that 
be thair lawes, and vindicat be thair ciuill fanctiones, quhilk they declar to be Gods will out of hiq 
Word. 

Quefi. 3. Is nocht the confent of the maift part of the flock, and alfo of the patron, necefiar iu the 
electioun of the paftors ? 

Ans. The electioun of paftors fould be maid be tham wha ar paftors and doctors lawfullie called, 
and wha can try the giftes neceflarlie belanging to paftors, be the Word of God ; end to fie as ar 
fa chofine, the flok and patron fould giff thair confent and protectioun. 

Quefi, 4. Is it laufoll for the paftor to leaue his flok againft thair willes, albeit he haue the con- 
fent of the Prefbyterie ; and for what caufe fould the Prefbyterie confent therto ? 

Ans. When the flok will feir and obey men and nocht God, and nocht keipe thair fathfull paftors 
from wrang, and dint of deadlie malice and violence, in fie ceas the paftors, be confent of thair 
Prefbyterie8, may leaue thair flocks. 

Quefi. 5. Is it lawfull for a minifter to yfe farder applicatioun nor that quhilk may edifie his awin 
flock ; or is the haill warld the flock of euerie particular parlor ? 

Ans. A minifter may declar and apply the Word of God throwout the haill Scripture, and his 
warks wrought throuchout the haill warld, for the glorie of God and eydificatioun of his particular 
flock. 

Quefi. 6. Is he a lawfull paftor, wha wants impofitionem manuum ? 

Ans. Impofitioun, or laying on of bands, is nocht efientiall and neceflar, bot ceremoniall, and in- 
different in the admiffioun of a paftor. 

Quefi. 7. Is it lawfull to paftors to exprefs particular mens names, counfallis, or magiftrats in pul- 
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pit, or ft) vtulie to defcryue tham, that the peiple may rnderftand whom he they mem, without 
notorius declarit rices and priuat admonitions preceiding ? 

An*. The Canon of the Apoftle is cleir, Them that pnbliclie fin rebnk pnblicllie, that the reft 
may feir. And fa mikle the mair giff the publict finne be in a publict perfone, bearing publict office 
and charge, qohilk nocht being corrected, might indanger the pnblict efteat. Nather can anie fear 
be healed without the plafter be particnlarlie applyed to the perfone and place of his feare. Vther- 
wayes, he does na thing of the paftorall dewtte aright ; and fie as finds fault therwith, thinks mair 
ill to be called Titius nor be vitras indeid, and, lyk foolles and bernes, chafe rather to die m thair 
dncale nor abyde the core* 

QmjL 8. For qohilk yyces fould admonitionea and reprouing of magiftrats paa pnbUctlie from 
pulpits in thair abfence or prefence, refpectiue ? 

Am. For all publict yyces, againft the firft and fecond Table of the Law of God, and that in all 
eongregationes, becanfe all hes interes in thair King and fuperiour magiftrats, therfor all fould ken 
thair danger, and be moued to pray for tham. 

' Q*S/£ 9. I* tne application of doctrin in pulpits kuchfall qnhilk is foundit rpon informatiouns, 
bruits, and rumors, fufpitions, conditions gif this be and that be, probabilities, liklines or vnliklines 
in things to <come in citriM maters, qnhilk all may be fals, and confeqnentlie the doctrine following 
therrpon ; or fould all appKcatioun be vpon the veritie of knawin and notorius ryces ? 

An*. Tber is na bruted yyce or eorroptaoun but may mil in the perfones and offices of men, and 
comounlie the fin is mikle war nor the bruit ; therfor thouche this war, ther war na grait perrell of 
an fpeaking treuthe therin. Albeit ther nather hes bein, or is anie applicatioun vfed but againft over 
notorius veritie of ryces. 

Qtte/i. 10. Is the text, quhilk is read in the pulpits, the ground wherupon all the doctrine fould 
be bcdldit, or may all things be fpokin rpon all texts, fo that the reiding therof is bot a cerimonie ? 
' An*. The Apoftle to Timoth. Epift. ii. chap. S. anfwers cleirlie, that ther is na fcripture quhilk 
is nocht fa ritchlie infpyrit be God, that it is profitable for doctrin, refutatioun, correctioun, admoni- 
tioun, yea, even to mak the man of God perfyt for all guid wark ; and to the Horn. xv. whateuer 
is wryttin is for inftructioun and coniblatioun : Sa this is but an ignorant or cerimontus queftioun. 

Quefi. 11. May a fimple paftor exerceife anie iurifdictioun but confent of the maift part of his 
particular feffioun ? 

An*. He may with confent of the beft part, quhilk comounlie is nocht the maift ; for he being the 
meflinger of God and interpreter of his Word, hes mair authorise with a few, nor a grait muldtud 
in the contrare. 

Que/l. 12. Is nocht his feffioun iudge to his doctrine? 

Am. The Word of God and exponars therof, the paftors and doctors, ar onlie iudge of his doc- 
trin. The fprit of the prophetes ar fubiect to the prophetes. I. Cor. xir. 

Que/l. IS. Sould nocht the Moderator of the Seffion be chofin yeirlie of anie wha has vot therin ? 

• Ans* The cbeiff burding of moderatioun over the haili flock, lyes on the paftor or paftors. And 
becanfe of the meflkge, gift, office, and commiffioun by the Word quhilk he beares, a the elders and 
deacones mon be moderat be him alfo. 

• Quefi. 14. May the Seffioun be lawfullie elected by Minifters onlie, but the confent of the haill 
congregatioun ? 

An*. Nocht, for the minifters directs and moderates the electioun be the Word, and the congre- 
gatioun obeyee and gifles confent tberto. 

Quejl. 15. Why fould nocht eldars and deacones of ilk particular feffioun be elected ad Titam ? 
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Ant. They «r elected ad vitam except raft caufles of depriuatioun interrein. Bet becanfe the 
kirk leiring is facrilegiaflie fpoiled, quhilk fould fuftein than, they may nocht enerie yeir leaue 
thair occupationes and attend on that office ; and therfor of a number lawfbllie elected fuoceffiuHe 
fom releiues rther, yit all abyding kirk officers ; and this is of neceffitie till the Kirk get hir awin 

leving* 

Que/l. 16. How manie Preibyteriee is meit to be in the haill countrie, in what places, andwhow 

manie paftors of kirk in ilk prefbyterie ? 

Am. Plant the coontrey weill with kirks out throw, and the kirks with paftors and doctors, and 
this queftioun wilbe foone folned; bot if this form of doing hauld on, ther wilbe fewar or they 
be ma. 

Queft. 17. Sonld nocht die eldars and deacons of ilk particular feffioun hane Tot in the prelby* 
teries, or the paftors only ? 

An*. Eldars alfohaning commiffioun from thair feffioun in maters of manen,lykas alfo deacones 
in the puree efleares and patrimonie of the kirk. 

Queft. 18. What is the maters of the iurifdictton of the prefbyterie quhilk may nocht be in- 
treated in particular feffions ? 

An*. Thebuikofthepoledeof the Kirk of Scotland fett down be the General! Aflemblie, and 
the firft Act of the Pari, haldin at Edinbruche in An. 1592, anfwers heirto fuffidentlie, and to 
manie of all thir queftiones ; and therfor wald never haoe bein proponit gif the auld afiectioun haid 
remeanit towards the Kirk. 

Queft. 19. What form of procefe in libelling and citation, termesand dyattes, probation and pro- 
nuncing of the fentence,. fould be vfit befor the faid particular feffiouns and preibyteriee refpectiue' ? 

An*. Echo. Form fummar, lequitable, graue and fpirituall, as beft may ferae for die end of thair 
delling to win faulles from Sathan and his fnares of finne, to God be trew repentance, and pur* 
ging and preferring of the Kirk from jHnjgr and danger of corrupt and pernitius members re- 
fpectiue. 

Que/?. 20. What maters fould the fynod intreat vpon, quhilk may nocht be decydit in the 
prefbyteries ? 

Am. The anfwer to the 18 anfwers to this. 

Que/l. 21. Sould nocht all wha hes yot in the preibyteriee, and alsin the particular feffions, has* 
Tot in the Synodall Aflemblies ? 

Am. The paftors, doctors, and fie as hes commiffioun from particular feffionnes of ccngregationnee 
hes vott, except in maters of doctrin, wherin onlie they that labors in the Word may vott and 
iudge. 

Queft. 22. Sould ilk Vniuerfitie or ilk Collage* or ilk Mafter or Regent within ilk Collage, hane 
vot in the prefbyteries or fynodah in the towns or countries whar they ar ; and fie lyk, what form 
of vot fould they haue in the Generall Aflemblies? 

An*. Doctoro and Profeflburo of Theologie, and ordn^ 
of relligioun fould vott. The firft, becanfe they ar ordinar office bearers within the kirk; the f<H 
cond being lawlullie callit to be Sympreibyters. 

Queft. 23. Is it lefum to conuocat the Generall Aflemblie by his Maiefties licence, he being pine 
et Chriftianus magiftratus ? 

Am. Gif he be pius et Chriftianus, be w31 alwayes allow and protect the aflemblies of the office 
bearers of the Kirk for governing of the Jam, wha hes thair office and warrand of concerning for 
difcharge therof, nocht of anie ertblie or mertall king, but of Cbryft Jefus, whom the Father hes 
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anointed his king on his hofie montan; and therfbr may conjoin in his nam, and fould whenfoeuer 
they fie the weQl of the Kirk, and doing of thair office to requyre the fam. 

Que/L 24. la itnecefflr that the Generall Aflemblie be ordinar, or onlieextraordinarlieconaeDed 
for waightie cnnffes concerning the Kirk ? 

An*. Theneceffitiehesbeb,isnow, andyitlyktobe, in thia land fit graft, that bathe the an and 
▼ther k neidfalL The ordinar for the ordinar caufles eonteined in the buik of difcipline ; the ex- 
traordioar for prerenting of dangers, et pro re nata* 

Qm*fi. 25. Hes nocht all men of goid laming and relligion Tot in the Generall Aflemblie? 

An** Nan may rott bot fie as hes lawfull calling, via. Commiffionara from Synods and Prefby- 
teries: yit all the godlie. and mthrall may affift, heir, or fpeak, in a grane, ordourlie, and comlie 
manor, with leane aflced and given be die moderator. 

Qitefi. 26. Is ilk particular paftor oblefit to repeat to die Generall Aflemblie, or is it fuffidhmt 
that onlie Commifilonan com fra ilk particnlar Seffioun, Prefbyterie, or Synodall? 

Am. Commiffionars ar fuffident for rotting, hot the haill mtkrull for affiftance, giff they pleife 
andnejdbe. 

Quefi. 27. Wha fonld fchnfe the Commiffionara to com fra ilk fchyre to Tot in the Generall 
Afiembtie? 

An*. The provineiall Synodee* 

Quf/L 2a Qnhat is die number of Totters neceflar to the kwfulnes of the Generall Aflemblie, 
and whow manie. of the haul number fonld be parlors, and how manie Tiber men? 

An*. A certean of enerie province, and fewar or ma as the maters to be intreated of cranes. 

Quf/t* 29. May anie thing be acted in the Aflemblie to the quhilk his Maieftie confenta nocht ? 

An*. The King fonld confent to, and be his lawes approue, all that be the word of Gods maieftie 
is concludit in his aflemblie*. Bot the actes therof hes fnfficient anthoritie from Chryft, wha hes 
promifed that whatfoener twa or thtie conreined in his nam fall agrie Tponin erde to ratefie it in 
thehearras. Thelykwharof aaking nor prince hes; and fa the actes and conftitntionnes of the Kirk 
is of graitter anthorhie nor anie king erdlie can giff, yea eren fie as fonld command and overruell 
kings, whafe graitteft honour is to be members and nuris&thers and fervants to* the king Chryft 
Jefus, and his fpoufe and qnein the Kirk. 

. Que/L SO. Is it nocht expedient that the twa part of them, wha hes ins fuflragii, fonld confent 
to anie thing decerntt in ecclefiafticall indgment, that maters pas nocht be a Tot ma or les ? 

An*. We bane to thank God alwayes lor that fpreit of Tnitmrn indgment qnhilk hes accompanied 
our aflemMics to this houre, in fie fort that na thing of importance euer paint till all war fulhe re- 
fohrit, and in an Toice Totted thervnto, namlie in die haiU pomew of the difcipline. God grant that 
thir qneftiones and Court dolling breid nocht contradictioun. ^ 

. Quffi* 31. Hea nocht ilk indgment inferior to the Generall Aflemblie an territor Hmitat, out- 
with the quhilk they bane no powar of citation or iurif diction? 

An** lliey haift^ bot in fie fort, that if yther perfones commit iklanderus erymes within thair 
bounds, they may proceid againft tham ther, vntill they fatisfie and remoue the ftlander from the 
part they bane committed the erymes into. And whar chatioun is requifit, the aflemblie within 
whale bounds the perfone is refident, cites him and caufles him to compeir, etc. ; bot contra hoftem 
communem et publicum, it is lawfull to anie member to deall. 

Quejt. 32. What is the ordinar ecdefiaftkall indgment to the difcipline of his Maiefties houihold 
and eounftU, remouable with his Maieftie to anie part of the reakne ? 

An** The feffioun of his Maiefties hous, and prefbyterie within the bounds whar his Maieftie 
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makes refidence for the tyme; or the prefbyterie within the quhilk the fklander is or was commit* 
ted, pro ratione delicti. 

Queft. 33. Sould thair he libeltit precepts containing the caufe of the citation and certincatioutt 
of the cenfnres befor all eccleiiafticall iudgments, or onlie till anfwer fnper inquirendis ? 

Ans. They that ar cited to eccleiiafticall iudgments ar cited comoonlie for a deleated or arriflen 
comonn fklander, ather be word or wryt, hut ofteft be word, partlie for fchortnes of proces, partlie' 
for want of the kirk leiving to foftein a dark, with certincationnee as effeires, as the caufe, or fains 
ecclefifle ant perfonse, fall reqnyre. ♦ 

' Qu*ft* 84. Hes the inferior indgment power to fummond to compeir befor anie fnperior judg- 
ment, or fonld men be fummoned onlie be the authoritie of that iudgment befor quhilk they fould 
compeir ? 

Ans. Grait fklanders wharwith inferionr iudgments can nocht Weill tak ordonr, wilbe referrit to 
the fnperior or graitter iudgments, and the perfones gfltie chargit till anfwer ther, as having a war- 
rand fa to do in fie caufies fra the fuperionr aflemblie. 

Que/?. 35. Is it nocht neceflar that prinat admonitionnes, with reafonahle intemallea of tym, 
pas befor all maner of citationnes ? 

Ans. Whare the fklander is becom publict, the place of prirat admonitaoun is pail ; and na ctta- 
tionn befor a publict indgment befor the iklander brak ont : Sa the queftioun is anfwerit negatine. 

Queft. 36. What internalles of tym is neceflar betwix prinat admonitioun, and betwix the laft ad- 
monition and the firft citation, and betwix the citation and the day of compearance befor ilk an of 
the Adds iudgments. 

Ans. The officers of Chryfts kingdom ar men of wefdome and wquitable difcretion, occopeit in 
maters of chieff importance, concerning the glorie of God and faluatioun of his peiple, and therfor 
fonld nocht be empefchit with triffling queftionnes. 

Queft. 37. Whow manie citationnes fonld infer contnmacie ? 

Ans. Ane may infer contnmacie ; bot the Kirk, vnles ther be publict danger, yfethe pluralitie, 
bathe of pnblict and perfonall as beft may ferae for the winning of the offender. The law fayes, 
Vna citatio contumaciam inducere poteft, fi fcientia citationis apprehenderit citatum, atque ita com- 
periatur maliciofe latitare : Heec vna pro omnibus dicitur. 

Queft. 38. Is fimple contnmacie, but probation of a cryme, or is anie cryme but contumacie, 
fufficient caufe of excommunication ? 

Ans. Coniunctlie and feueralie : for the cryme may be fa heinous, that for purging of the Kirk, 
and moving of the perfone to a graitter humiliatioun, he may be excommunicat, whowbeit obedient 
in fchort tymes outward appeirance. And being called for befor the Kirk, gif he compeir nocht, 
nather fchaw a iuft caufe why, he hewrayes a pryde and corruptioun of hart, teftefeing him nocht 
to regard the Kirk or haue anie focietie therwith, and fa wordie to be declarit and publictlie Signi- 
fied fie a an as he is indeid. 

Queft. 39. Is ther nocht diners kynds of cenfures, fie as prohibitio priuati convictus, interdictio 
a cmn&, nocht publifhed to the peiple ; and laft of all, publica traditio Satan® ? 

Ans. We haue in comonn yfe of our Kirk, as was in the antient, hut twa, abftentos a- cosna, et 
excommunicato*. As for the reft of the fortes, luik our Theologs comonn places, and our anfwer 
to the Bifchope of St Andros appellatioun. 

Queft. 40. Sould the prefbyteriea be iudges of all things that imports fklander; and gif ft be, 
wharof ar they nocht iudges ? 

Ans. The prefbyteries fonld preafe to purge thair bounds from all fklander, and feparat euerie 



1696. MR JAMES MELVILL'S DIARY. 26S 

faull from thair fklanderus knawin fine, left it fla him, and his blade be crauit at thair hands. And 
as Martyr iayes, Nihil eft ad quod Dei verbum fe non extendit, ac proinde cenfnro ecclefiaftica?. 
And yit in the mean tyme, it nather confiddera nor twitches that qnhilk the craill magiftrat does, 
nor for that end. Vide fnpra in Mr Androes Letter, wrytten to the Kirks of Genen and Tigurin. 

Qttefi. 41. Can excommunication be vfed againft theiffis, murderers, vfurars, or nocht peyara of 
thair dettes ; and if fa it may be, why ar nocht all the Bordour and Hieland theiffii cnrfed ; as als 
all the mairfWering merchants and occnrrars amangs the borrowes ? 

An*. It can rerie weill ; bot gif the magiftrat do his dewtie, it neids nocht. And gif the Hiland 
and Bordour Kirks war planted, ther wald be les thift. Alfo, fie merchants ar curft indeid, and 
brybing Lords of Seffionn to. 

Quefi. 42. Is ther anie appellation fra the inferioor to the fnperior indgment ; and is nocht the 
fentenee fofpendit during the appellation ? 

An$. Ther is appellaturan from the inferioor indgment to the fuperiour vpon iuft eaufiee, ay and 
whill it com to the fupream, qnhilk is the Generall Aflemblie, fra the qnhilk ther is nan. And as 
to the fentenee, gif the appellation be admitted, it is fofpendit for iuft and reasonable carries, giff 
nocht admitted, bot joftiie repellit, not* 

Qmft. 48. Soold nocht ail procefs and Actes be extracted to parties haoand intereft ? 

An*. In foro poll this may be or nocht as the Judge fiea beft to be for the honour of God, weill 
of the Kirk, and faiffing of the perfone from the danger of his finne ; and feing the ecclefiafticall 
lodgments is nocht aftricted alwayes to a wryttin proces for diners reaibnes, they can nocht be 
bond to giff ane extract in wryt alwayes. 

Quefi. 44. Is fommar exeommnnication lauchfull in anie cace, bot admonitionnes and citationnes 
preceding? 

An*. In fom eeafes it is, fie as of Bodoall, Spot, and the Fapift Erles ; and wantes nocht goid 
warrand of reafone and Scripture, with exemples of the primitioe Kirk* 

Quefl. 45. Hes anie vther nor the paftors of the Kirk vott in excommunicatioun ? 

An*. Doctors that interprettes the Word, and eldars that watches over the maners, hes vott alfo. 
WhoWbeit cheiffie that cenfnr is deducit, directed, and execot be the paftors, the ordinar minifters 
of the. Word of Wefdome, Aiyw vfUf. 

Que/?. 46. Hes ilk ecclefiafticall indgment alik power to excommnnicat ? 
. Ant. Eoerie ecclefiafticall indgment weill conftitut, hes powar to excommnnicat within thair 
bounds ; whowbeit, in refpect of the weghtines of that cenfnre, it is thought gnid that the Seffionea 
proceid nocht without the advys of thair Prefbyterie. 

Qjueft. 47. Is it lawfull till excommnnicat fik Papifts as profeffit neuer our relligion ? 

An*. A Papift refident within our bowelles, efteimed of communioun, and vnder fchaddow therof, 
indangering the Kirk, may, by excommunicatioun, be decouered and maid knawin for fie a an as 
he is. 

Que/t. 48. A woman being excommnnicat, hauing a mthfull heufband therefter, fonld he abfteiot 
from hir companie ? 

An*. Excommunicatioun cnttes nocht af the dewties of manage nor nature, fa they be vfit but 
danger of the Kirk, offence of the godlie, and ftay of the medicin applyed, qnhilk is to moue the 
perfone to be efchamit of thair detefted efteat, and feik to be releirit therfra. 
- Que/?. 49. Is it nocht reafonable, that befor anie letters of horning be granted be the Seffion vpon 
Ithe procefs of excommunication, that the partie fould be fnmmoned to heir tham granted ? 
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An*. The ordonr prefcryrit heiranent in the Act of Parliament, is gnid end reafonable. As to 
this fummonding, it can ferae for nan vther end bat to mak the Seffiotm iadge in the proces. 

QuefL 50. Hes nocht a Chriftian King powar to annnll an notorial ininft fentence of excommu- 
nication? 

Ans. Na mair nor to excommnnicat ; or the Kirk hes till annnll an notorios ininft fentence of 
honing or forfanltrie. 

Que/?. 51. May anie ConnfaJl or Vninerfitie be excommnnicat, for what canfe, whom be, and 
manertherof? 

An*. Sum Connfall or Vninerfitie may be, viz. Wherof enerie member, or indinidnnm and per* 
fone, is iklanderus for fie crymes, as be the Word of God defernes excommnnicationm And this 
fould be done be thair ordinar indgment ecclefiaftic in maner fett down, conform to the Word of 
God. 

Que/?. 52. When the piftors does nocht thair dewtie, or when a inrifdiction rfnrpes abone an 
▼ther, or anie rther fchifme falles oat, fonld nocht a Chriftian King mend fie diforders ? 

An*. A Chriftian King fonld imploy his authorise for mending of all diforders, as the paftors and 
doctors of the Kirk declares be Gods Word ar to be amendit ordinarlie ; and extraordinarlie be an 
extraordinar warrand. But na king nor prince fonld tak rpon hand mending or reformatkran, but 
with the advys of the watchmen, and at the fight of the Siers, wha hes the gift and calling to tak 
vpe the inft cawfes, conform to the Word of God. 

Quefi. 53. May faftes, for genemll canfes, be proclamed be a Chriftian prince command? 

Arts. Be the advys of the Watchmen, and at the fight of the Siers, wha hes the gift and catting 
to efpy the inft canfies .of hnmiliationn by the Word of God, they may. 

Quefi. 54. May onie ecclefiafticall indgment compell a man to fwear in foam tnrpitndinem ? 

An*. A man iklanderit in canla turpi, gif witneffes can nocht be gottin, and weghtieprefamtie^ 
and motines being confirming the fuipitionea of the iklander, that fklander can nocht be remoah, 
the Kirk fatisfeit, nor the peribne pmgit, but be the aithe of the Lord interponit, qnfailk, be the 
Word of God, determines all donttes and contronerfies. 

Quefi. 55. Sonld ther onie thing be intreated in the ecclefiafticall indgment, preindiciaD to the ci- 
nill inrifdiction or prinat mens rights ; and may nocht the cinill magiftrat lanchftdlie ftay all fie 
procedings ? 

An*. Nane of tham fonld preindge another, bot bathe fonld indge as breither for ther mntnaO helpe 
and confort, according to the dinerfitie of the giftea and calling beftowit vpon tham be God, and 
fett down in his Word, wharby all mens l&wfull rightes falbe helped, and nan bane oefcafioun to ftay, 
bot bathe to fordar and advance rther mntualie. 

Finis. 

Coming to Perthe the laft of Februar, we fond the miniflers of the Northe 
conveined in fie number as was nocht wount to be fein at our Aflemblies, and 
euerie ane graitter courteours nor vther. Sa that my eis faw a new light, and 
eared hard new voces ; viz. flockes of miniflers going in and out at the kings 
palace, let at night and betymes in the morning. For S r Patrik Murray, the 
diligent apoftle of the northe, haid maid all the northland miniflers acquent- 
ance with the King, wha began then to luik big on the mater, and find fault 
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with the minifters of the Southe and the Poprie of Edinbruche, quhilk haid 
nocht handlit maters weill, and almoft lofit the King, etc. Greivit at the hart 
with this, we difchargit our commiffioun from our Synod, and vfit our in- 
flructiones bathe privatlie and publictlie in fie fort, that, do what they could, 
wee delayit the hanlding of anie Aflemblie thrie dayes, till my fpeciall comi- 
Kto and companioun in Chryft, wha alfo at that tyme was my bedfellow, was 
caried in to the King be S r Patrik, and keipit from his bed weill twoll houres 
of the night At quhilk houre coming in and lying down befyde me, he tuk 
twa or thrie houres fleipe, and therefter finding me walking, begoud to tell 
me whow he haid bein fend for to the King, and what lang conference haid 
bein betwix tham, mixed with thretning and flatterie. In end he was alterit in 
opinioun, * For I perceaue," laid he, " the king will nocht feall to wrak himfelff 
and the Kirk bathe, vnles that our maters be better hiked vnto, and he yeildit 
vnto la fer as we may of confidence, yea fuppofe we lofe fum thing rather nor 
all." I anfwerit, " I could fie na better refolutioun then we haid bein vpon in 
all ftreattes bygean, quhilk was to feik be prayer and cerfing and conference 
of the Word to ken our dewtie, and be about fathfullie to difcharge it better 
and better, leaving the events and effect to God, whofe the caufe was. Bot as 
for yeilding and granting anie thing againft that wherof we haid fufficient 
warrand in Gods Word, and pofleffioun with fie confortable fruicts la lang, for 
nather thretning, feir of danger nor flatterie be Gods grace I fould never ; for 
in my iudgment at fie a tyme the pafling from anie poinct, and it war never 
fo finall wald be a fchaking ws loufe and findrie, difarming of ws of the truft 
in the treuthe of our caufe and vnitie, wharby we haid ftronglie Hand to that 
houre, and la our dilgrace and weakning, the aduerfars incouragment and 
fardar hope, to the fchamfull wrak of the caufe of Chryft and his Kirk." Efter 
lang conference anent thir maters, we reafe and paft out to our meditationes 
in the Inche, and meiting againe, we that war wount wounderfullie to confent 
and aggrie in all things, began then firft to differ in opiniones. " Weill," laid 
he in end, " yie ar to be fend for to, and peraduentour, when yie haue hard 
that I hard, yie will think as I think : for the King begoud with me in thir 
words, — ' As I fitid to Mr James Meluill and yow in Edinbruche, when I tuk 
yow twa by and fpak with yow laft in my chamber, that I haid a fpeciall 
quarrell againft yow twa, wha bathe was difcreit and wyfe men, and fie as I 
lipned in, etc./ — therfor prepear yow for it" Yit we put af that fore noone 
alfo with grait refoning and delling bathe in privat with diuers brethring, and 
with a number togidder in a YU of the Kirk ; till at efter noone S r Patrik 
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was fend with a command, that all fould meit and refolue be reafoning and: 
votting ather to hauld Affemblie or nocht. The queftion being proporiit, Mr 
Piter Blakburn tuk the affirmatiue as being indeid of that opinion, and I gat 
the negatiue as being indeid of the contrar. We reafonit the mater at grait 
lainthe, till the graitteft part of the breithring thoucht it aneuche and incly* 
ned to my part, defyring the mater to be voted ; when my laid comnriHto 
began a lang difcourfe, wharby he fupplied the wants of the formar reafoning, 
be fpeitches in appeirance verie wyfe and perfwafiue, quhilk, with the kings 
authoritie, careid a grait number from our fyde, fa that when it earn in vat- 
ting, the number of the Northland miniftera and Angus preuealecL Quhilk, 
when I perceavit fa to ga, with grait greiff of mynd, I withdrew myfelff, raid- 
ing in that entrie a dangerus courfe of defectioun that followed. And efter a 
heavie regrat vnto God, and confideratioun of my awin weaknes, in refpect 
ipecialie of him in whale vertew I confydit maift amang all the breithring 
prefent, (for Mr Andro was abfent, being Rector of the Vniuerfitie, the choiffe, 
wharof fell iuft at that tyme), and yit with a nights conference of the king,. 
I faw him fa ftranglie alterit, what could I promife to myfelff? 

Therfor, efter the breithring of our Commiffioun haid maid honeft and 
plane proteftatioun of thair difeffent from all that form of proceiding from 
that pretendit Affemblie, and all that fould be done therin, to keipe tham- 
felues clein and frie therof, vnderftanding that diuers war direct from the 
King of my frinds and weilwillars to deall with me, and bring me to his Ma- 
ieftie, I quyetlie withdrew myfelff from the town. And this mikle in gene* 
rail as I know concerning that Affemblie. Now for the particulars. 

We haid thrie or four meittings and conferences with certean Lords apoint- 
ed be the King befor that Conventioun was named a Generall Affemblie, 
wherin thir Articles following war towtced, and anfwers fett doun vnto, quhilk, 
as I hard, haid the approbatioun of the Affemblie therefter :— 



Certean Articles proponit be his Maieflie at Perth 2 and 3 of Merck 1596, and on- 
fwerit in Conference be certean breithring convenit there. 

Art I. That it be nocht thought vnlawfnll, nather to the Prince nor till ante of the paftors, at 
anie tyme heirefter to moue douttes, reafone, or crane reformationn in anie poinct of the externall 
polecie, difcipline, and government of the Kirk, that ar nocht eflentiall concerning fafamtiom, or is 
nocht anfwerit affirmatiue or negatiue be anie expres part of Scripture, prouyding it be done de- 
center in the right tyme and place, and animo sedificandi non tentandL 
' An. The breither conveined giues thair adrys in the firft Article,— that it is nocht expedient 4o 
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mak a law or act twitching this, leaft a durre fould be opened to curious and turbulent fprites. 
Vtherwayes they think it lawfuU to the King, be himfelff, or his Coaimiffionara, to propoa in a 
Generall Afiemblie wbatfumeuer poinct be defyres to be refoluit of, or to be reformit in fpecie 
externi ordinis, feing fubftantia externa adminiftrationis eccleiiafticm is pleniffime tradita in facris 
Sstris : Aad as the Generall Afiemblie may accept of this from the King, fa may the Generall Af- 
femblie do aaent ante thing that is done be his Hienes in anie conventions, meitting or Afiemblie 
convenit be him beinefter. 

Ar. 2. Seing that the ctaill and politic gorenunent of the conxrtrie belangs onlie to the kings of* 
fide and Coun&llars, aad is in na way pertinent to the fpiritnail minifterie of the Word, That na 
minifter heirefter fall raell with anie mater of efteat in the pulpit, or with anie of his Maieftiea 
lawes, ftatutes, and ordinances ; hot gif anie of the miniflerie dink tham hurtfull to relligioia or 
cantrar to the Word, they fall privatlie complean theron to the king and.hu ceunfall. 

An. The adays to the 2d article is, That lawes alreadie maid, hurtfull to relligfcran or preiudi- 
etall to the libertie of the Word, be declarit to be expyrit, as the fam falbe particularlie condifendit 
vpon ; and na law be heirefter maid twitching relligionn, without the advys and confent of the: 
Kirk, wfaa ar declarit to be the thrid efteat of the countrey ; and that na Act whatfumeuer be maid 
contrare to the Word, the preatching wharof the nunifters hes concredit to tham. Whilk, giff it 
sail mil out, as God forbid, they think that euerie paftor, be the advys of his Prefbyterie, SynodaH, 
or Generall Aflemblie, fould finft complean, and feik remeadie of the Jam ; quhilk remeadie nocht 
being gottia, they fould direct the force of the Word againft the fam, with all libertie. And, as 
concerning maters of efteat, the breithring defyres the explaning of this poinct of the article. 

Ar. 3. That it fall nocht be lawfuil to paftors to name anie particular menes names in the pul- 
pit, or ia yiuelie to deferyve them, as may be sequiaalent with thair naming, except vpon the noto** 
fietie of a cryme ; quhilk notorietie may onlie be defynit be the giltie being fugitiue for the cryme, 
or fylk be an afiyfe, or excommunicat for the Am. 

An. Na manes name fould be ezpreffit to his rebuk in pulpit, bot whar the mult is notorius: 
publict ; yit they efteim notorietie mou be defynit vtherwayes then by being fugitiue, fylit be af- 
fyes, or excommunicato For contumacie efter citatioun, publict commiffioun of murdour, adulterie, 
or ficlyk, as was Bodualls coming to the Abbay, the murder of Dunibirfall, and manie vther of that 
fisrt, makes notorietie ; as alfo when the met is fa evident, that the notorietie therof may be maid 
out befor the Judge Ordinar. As to the vine defcriptioun asquiualent to the naming, it is hard to; 
fett a law therto, feing a giltie perfone will apply to himfelff, whowbeit the preatchour never 
thought on him. 

. Ar. 4, That euerie minifter, in his particular applications, fall haue onlie refpect to the sedifica- 
ttoun of his awin flock and prefent auditour, without expatiating vpon vther difcourfes na wayes 
pertinent to the congregationnes. 

- An. Na parlour fould vfe applicatioun wharin he hes nocht refpect to the aedification of his 
awin flock and prefent auditor. 

Ar. 5. That euerie Prefbyterie falbe comandit to tak diligent accoumpt of euerie paftors doc- 
tria, that he keipe himfelff within the bounds of thefe premifies. 

An. It is the dewtie of euerie Prefbyterie to tak accoumpt of euerie paftors doctrine, that he. 
keipe himfelff within the bounds of the Word of God. 

Ar. 6. That fummar excommunicataoun be vtterlie difchargit as inept, and that thrie citationnes 
at leaft, of aught jlayes mtervall betwjn ilk ane of tham, preceid the fentenoe. 
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An. In the Generall Aflemblie banldin at Montroa, it was ordeanit that enerie Preibyterie 
feik oat the warrands of fnmmar excommunicatioun pro et contra, and produce the fam, to be con- 
fidderit in the nixt Generall Aflemblie, that decifionn might be taken therin according to the Word 
of God. And feing the Commiffionars from Frefbyteries at this prefent hes nocht brought with 
tham the faid reafones, it is beft to leaue this mater to the ordinar Generall Aflemblie* In the 
mean tyme, the Act of Montrofe to be keipit. 

Ar. 7. That na Prefbyterie or Synodall Tfe thair cenfures rpon nan bot tham that ar refident 
within the bounds committed to thair charge, Ttherwayes the decreit and fentence to be null. 

An* The Generall Aflemblie hes apointed enerie offender to be cenforit in the place whar he 
effendes, quhilk they can nocht ga by, nifi in canfa commnnL 

At. 8. That all fummonds contein a fpedall caufe and ciyme, and nan to be fuper inquirendis, 
quod eft mere tyrannicum. 

An. Fiat. 

Ar. 9. That na meittings and conrentionnes be amang the paftors, but his Maiefties knawlage 
and confent, excepting alwayes thair ordinarie Sefliones, Prefbyteries, and Synodes. 

An. This article is againft the meitting of paftors neceflar, as vifitatiovn of Kirks, admiflioun of 
Minifters, concurrance of breithring in maift lawfnll earends, as in taking vpe feaddes, refoluing of 
queflionnes, and fie lyk. Therfor, befyde thair Seffiones, Presbyteries, and Synods, prouinciall and 
generall, the breithring thinks all meittings for difcharge of thair office aught to be aDowit. 

Ar. 10. That in all principall Townes, minifters be nocht chofin without the confent of thair awin 
flock and his Maieftie ; and this ordour to begin prefentlie in the planting of Edinbruche. 

An. This article is anfwerit be an Act of the Generall Aflemblie, quhilk ftatutes that the prin- 
cipall Townes falbe planted with minifters be the aduys of the Generall Aflemblie, at the quhilk hit 
Hienes Commiffionan ar and fuld be prefent. 

Ar. 11. That all maters concerning the haill reft of his Maiefties articles fall reft on mellit withe, 
ather in pulpit or anie of thair Judjcators, whill firft all his Hienes vther queflionnes be fullie de- 
cydit ; and in fpeciall, that all maters importing fklander com nocht in befor tham in the mean tyme; 
wherin his Maiefties royall authoritie is hilie preiudgit ; but onlie in caufes that ar mere ecclefiaf* 
ticall. 

An. This article importes a difcharge of manie poinctes of our difcipline, fa as it can nocht be 
prefentlie anfwerit. 

ENDS THE ARTICLES* 

* 

Ane vther particular was, the morn efter it was concludit and named an 
extraordinar Generall Aflemblie, the King callit it in to his palice, and, in 
the grait hall therof ioynit it with his Conventioun of E dates, and ther be- 
gan to reafone his queflionnes ; whar the Moderator and brethring, refufing 
to put anie of the poincts of the difcipline of the Kirk in queftioun and dout, 
the King wald neids haue reafoning, and maid grait prouocatioun therfor. Mr 
Thomas Buchannan, an of our Commiflionars, maks anfwer, laying, " S r , it 
is nocht that we diftruft our caufe, or that we want reafone to refolue anie 
that douttes of our maters, fa that they cam in a lowing and weilwilling ma- 
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ner to inquyre ; but we perceaue the purpofe is bot to canves and towt our 
maters heir a whyll, that therefter men of lytle (kill and les confcience may 
decern into tham as they pleis." And fa, efter diuers pertinent proteftationnes, 
he enterit, in his maner, verie fcharplie, folidlie, and oft tymes farcafticlie, he 
gaiff tham reafoning ther filles, and trewlie played a flout, honeft, and fath- 
full part that day. 

Aiid laft a grait and large commiffioun was giffen for converfioun and re* 
eeaving again in the bofoine of the Kirk, the Erie of Hountlie with his com- 
plices, the diligence therof to be reported to the nixt Generall Aflemblie, 
apointed to be hauldin at Dondie in the monethe of May following ; and all 
vther maters remitted thervnto. 

But in the meantyme this Aflemblie, and confequentlie all that flowed ther* 
fra, or followed thervpon, was efteimed, of the beft and moft godlie, to be null 
in the felff, and of na force or effect, for manifald reafbnes. 

1. Firft, Becaufe it was convocat vnlawfullie, that is, againft the lawes of 
the countrey ordeaning the Generall Aflemblies to be apointed be thamfelues, 
with advys of the King or his Commiflionars. Bot fa it is that this was con- 
vocat be the King againft the advys of the Kirk, to preiudge the ordinar 
apointed Generall Aflemblie in St Andros. 

2. Becaufe it was nocht till edifie, bot to demolifhe the difcipline eftablifh* 
ed, as was euident be the printed queftionnes, cafting in dout the haill difci- 
pline, therby at leaft to gean fum advantage againft the fam. 

3. Becaufe it was nocht fenfit nor fanctefied be the word of God and prayer, 
conceavit and done be the mouthe of the laft Moderator, Mr Robert Pont, 
according to the ordour obfervit in all Generall Aflemblies fen the firft beginning. 

4. Becaufe ther was na Moderator choline but an, fubornde be court, Mr 
Dauid Lindfay, intrufit himfelff, wherof proceidit confufioun and vnaccuftom- 
ed immoderat behauiour. 

5. Becaufe the ordinar fcrybe being fen the laft aflemblie departed this lyff,+ 
ther was na fcrybe choline, fworn, or admitted* 

6. Becaufe almaift the halff of the Commiflionars from Prefbyteries accord- 
ing to thair commiffionnes difaflentit therfra, and protefted againft it 

7. JJecaufe it was efter four dayes deley be flatterie and boft of Court, be a 

4 

* This was Mr James Riche, a godlie, lerned, fathfull, gud, honeft man, with whom the ho- 
neftie add Tp rig h t a es of imr aflemblies is lyk to end ; whole deathe that yeir, and Mr Andro Mon- 
ereifis, minuter at CareU, a godlie, fathfbU, and ypright brother, war ominofe to the Kirk of Scot- 
land. 
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few vottes ma, (karflie at laft thrawin out, and named ane extraordina? affem* 
blie, as it was indeid. 

8. Becaufe when it was fett down for ane affemblie, ther was nather halite, 
graue, nor ordourlie proceiding therin. 

9. Becaufe ther was na cleir proponing of maters, bot convoyit and dreflk 
for the purpofe. 

. 10. Ther was na article graulie reafonit therin, nor na wayes realbnit. 
- 11. Ther was nan votted. 

12. Ther was nan concludit. Ther was indeid named a certean breithring 
of euerie province to heir his Maiefties Articles, and giff thair advya to the 
Affemblie ; the quhilk being hard in opin and full meitting, was Weill lyked of 
and appro vin. 

13. Bot the fam therefter was vpon poft haft altered, eiked and peared, and 
maift confufedlie parbruilyied. And nochtwithftanding of the difafienting and 
protefting of diuers breithring againft the laming, yit without reafoning or 
votting, was be the mouthe and pen of an vnchofin moderator and dark, con-, 
cludit and put out in wryt. 

And fa it was of the grait mercie of God that na mair ill was done there ;• 
and that the ill was done, was done in fie a fort as it may for thir manifaldt 
nullities be iuftlie eftimat as vndone. 

1597— The 27 of Aprill, an. 1597, Mr Robert Pont, Moderator of the laft kw- 
full Generall Affemblie, cam to St Andros of purpofe to keipe the dyat apointed 
for the Generall Affemblie ; bot finding nan convenit ther bot the province of 
Fyff, cam to the New Collage Scholl, the place apointed for the laid aflemblie,, 
and ther, efter incalling of the nam of God, and humble confeffioun of fine, 
that haid procured that brak and defolatioun, crauit mercie, and fenfit the 
affemblie ther ordourlie in the name of God, taking .notes and documents o£ 
proteftatioun for the libertie of the Kirk. 

But alas ! even then that libertie began to be almoft loft. For therefter,. 
to vtter it m a word, whar Chryft bydit befor, the Court began then to govern 
all ; whar pretching befor preualit, then polecie tuk the place ; and finalie, 
whar deuotioun and halie behauiour honor'd the minifter, then began Brack- 
ing at the chare, and pratling in the ear of the Prince, to mak the minifter to 
think himfelff a man of eftimatioun. 
KirkToenendi At- And heir annes to mark the difference betwix the Affemblies Generall follow- 
«rnb«c., and the ^ md fogfe ib&t paft ^^ 1# chryft, be his fpirituall office bearers conr 
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vocat, and apointed tymes and places befor ; now the King, bearing na fpi- 
rituall charge in the Kirk, vfurpes that allanerlie. 2. Chiyft profeidit be his 
Word and Sprit, directing the Moderator and breithring ; now the King, his 
lawes and polecie of efteat directes, I will nocht fay controlles, Moderator and 
breithring. S. Maters war proponit fimplie, and the breithring fend to feik 
light therin out of the Word of God, be reafoning, conference, meditatioun, 
prayer. Now, plattes and courfes ar wyflie leyit befor, moyenes and meanes 
ar apointed to bring tham about; all is deuyiit and advyfitin the Kings Cab- 
binet, according therto is the proceiding. Tent is weill tean in publict, in 
privat, what may fordar, what may hinder the lam, ther is mater to win crea- 
dit at Court He is the Kings man, an honeft man, a guid peaceable minifter, 
that goes that way ; and they are feditius, troublefome, cappit, factius againft 
the. King, as meines or reafbnes in the contrar. 4. In reafoning, the Word 
was alleagit, the text lighted, the reafone weyit at grait lainthe and lafour, 
and according to the waight therof, it bure the conclufioun away be a plean 
force of cleir treuthe ; the quhilk being ans fund out, he that helde the con- 
trar, willinglie and pleafandlie yeildit, and all acquiefcit Now, the Word is 
ather as a thing knawin and comoun, pail and polled ower ; or gif it com 
directlie and cleir againft the leyed purpofe, then the Kings man, that is quic- 
efl of ingyne, man deuyfe a glofe or diftingo ; and giff it be infifted vpon, the 
King himfelff mon fall on him, and beare him doun; and put him to filence 
with reafone, langage, and authoritie. 5. The veritie was vprightlie and in- 
differentlie foucht without refpect of this fyde or that, this purpofe or that, 
quhilk maid men fattletlie, graulie, and quietlie to bring out thair reafones, 
and fpeak thair opiniones. Now, the purpofe mon be refpected and delt for 
with hat and contentions or they can nocht be thought frak aneucHe in the 
caufe. 6. The feir of God, the loue of Chiyft, the cair of the Kirk, lerning 
in fcripture, the pbwar of pretching, the motioun and force of prayer, and the 
eis and prefence of thofe in whom thefe giftes fpeciallie fchyned, wrought 
amangs all, aeftimotioun, reuerence, and guid ordour. Now, it is the perfone, 
presence, purpofe, fawour, and regard of the Prince that beares out and con* 
. trolles all. 7. Giff anie had a gift and miflbur by. vthers of lerning, vtterance, 
rprightnes, zeall, erneftnes in prayer, force in exhortatioun, it was fpyed out 
and fpeciallie employed be confent of all at thefe affemblifcs. Now, the plattes- 
ar leyed whow nan fell haue place bot lie as femes for the purpofe. 8. Giff 
an offenfiue word or gefture haid fallen out in a brother, it was incontinent 
cenfured, and redreffit Now, gif a treuthe be vttered frilie and in zeall, it 
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is met with a fquar ly, and he that is for the Kings caufe, may vfe what coun- 
tenance, gefture, and langage he pleis. 9. And votting. was wount to be vfit 
for na vther purpofe bot to teftefie an vniuerfall confent and aggriment in a 
cleirit and found out veritie, fa that ikarflie yie wald haue fund an non liquet, 
becaufe that tyme and all meanes war granted and vfed for refolutioun. And 
now, reafoning is vfed but for the fafone, and na thing is fufferit to com in 
determining, bot that quhilk is fure to be born away be manieft vottes, and 
therfor the catalog of Commiffionars man be pervfed, to ken wha is with ws, 
and wha is againft ws. 10. In end, the end of the afiemblies of auld was, 
whow Chryfts kingdome might Hand in halines and friedome. Now, it is whow 
kirk and relligioun may be framed to the polytic efteat of a frie monarchies 
and to advance and promot the grandour of cftan, and fupream abfolute au« 
thoritie in all caufles, and over all perfones, alfweill ecclefiafticall as civill. 

Sic an Aflemblie then as this, firft cam in, and was haldin at Dondie the . . 
day of May, 1597* In the quhilk the twa chieff purpofes was, ane to relax 
from excommunicatiouh the papift Erls, ane vther to gett the Articles, alleagit 
concludit in ane Generall Aflemblie at Perth, declarit and ratified at that pre- 
fent aflemblie, and as far furthe further as might be atteined vnto. For pre- 
paratioun to the quhilk, the King perceaving the eftats of the minifters of 
Edinbruche, and of Mr Dauid Blak to be mikle meined, for purchafling ther 
fauour and forderance to his purpofies, he heires lie as trauelit in thair caufe, 
and makes his awin men of the minifterie till obtein fa mikle at his hand as to 
bring the minifters of Edinbruche to his conference ; efter the quhilk, he 
grantes tham to be relaxit from the horn, and libertie to do thair effeares abrod 
as frie fubiects, yea to come to Dondie to the Aflemblie to knaw farder of his 
mynd. In lyk maner to Mr Blak licence from his warde to com to Dondie. 

Alfo ther was a grait plat leyed, and mikle ado vfit, (plewing alwayes with 
our hifiers,) whow to gett a Moderator meit for the purpofe. For this effect, 
Mr Thomas Buchannan was woun be the grant of a verie Weill lyked futt 
for the guid Lord Lindfayes relaxing and reftitutioun, wha haid at tutorie, in 
a maner, Mr Robert Rolloc, Principall of the Collage of Edinbruche, a guid, 
godlie, lernit man, bot fellon fimple and pufillanimie, and fa as he was eafelie . 
caried with counfall, la efter the aflemblie was lawfullie fenfed be the doctrine 
of the laft ModeratoUr lawfull, viz. Mr Robert Pont, and a dark choline, viz. 
Mr Thomas Nicolfone, it was drifted and worried be the Kings command till 
the coming of the faid Mr Robert Rolloc, nocht being prefent at the firft ; 
and then be the foreprouydit fure courfe of manieft vottes moyennit be mania 



/ 
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and graft perfuafiones and motiues vfit with the breithring bathe in publict 
and privat, the laid Mr Robert was declarit Moderator ; whom, when the 
King and his men haid dreffit for thair purpofles, the Aflemblie is keipit fre- 
quentlie, imperatore prelidente, with grait congratulatioun. 

With this all men of anie mark or valour was practifed be S r Patrik, and 
lie as war alreadie woun, and brought to be acquented, and to confer with his 
Maieftie. This was the exerceife morning and euening diuerfe dayes. On a 
night at evin, I fitting at my fupper, & Patrik fends for me to confer with 
him in the kirk yeard. I, railing from Hipper, cam to him. The mater was: 
anent my vncle Mr Andro, whom the King could nocht abyde. I wald do 
Weill to counfall him to return ham, or the King wald difcharge him. I an* 
fwerit it wald be bot in vean to me la to do, for he wald nocht tak that coun- 
fall ; and gif the King wald vfe his authoritie, he wald fuffer patientlie, bot 
I was certean that deathe wald nocht caufe him do againft his. confeience. 
" Surlie," fayes he, " I fear he fuffer the dint of the Kings wrathe." " And 
trewlie," laid I, * I am nocht fearit bot he will byd all." Returning to my vncle, 
whar I left him at fupper, I tauld him, whafe anfwer I neid nocht to wrait. 
. Vpon the morn befor Aflemblie tyme, I was commandit to com to the King, 
and Mr Andro withe me, wha, entering in his Cabbinet, began to dell verie 
fearlie with my vncle ; bot therefter entering to twitche maters, Mr Andro 
brak out with his wounted humor of fredome and zeall, and ther they hee- 
led on till all the hous and clos bathe hard, mikle of a large houre. In end 
the King takes vpe and dimifles him fauourablie. 

The things that war done at that Aflemblie I can nocht exactlie recount. 
Ther was, at the choling of the Clark, an ordonance, that at the penning of 
euerie Act ther fould be certean brether with the Clark, wharof I was an, and 
Mr James Nicolfone an vther ; bot whill as I cam till attend, they war com- 
mandit to com to the King with the Minutes, and fa I gat nocht acces againe. 
Alfo it was ordenit that all fould be read in publict befor the diflbluing of the 
Aflemblie, bot nocht keipit. 

The Articles proponit at St Jhonftoun, and anfwerit, war hard again at 
this Aflemblie. It was fchawin and verifiet to the Aflemblie, whow they haid 
pall, bot litle mendit ther ; whowbeit a guid number of guid honeft breithring 
did honeftlie ther part as they might. 

The Lords excommunicat war be a worfchipftiU commiffioun ordeanit to b$ 
relaxit, and that be a few vottes ma, efter lie reafoning, as when a fpeciall 
frind alked me f coming out of the Aflemblie the Seffioun befor, to fchaw him 

2 M 
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my iudgment in effect becaufe it dependit on his credit, wither I thought they 
wald be ordeanit to be abfoluit at that tyme, I tanld him, as I thought, that 
in my iudgment they wald gett na abfolutioun at that Affemblie nor the nixt, 
till they kythed better fruicts of repentance. Bot by rotting and dealling the 
Kings will was wrought 

The minifters of Edinhruches mater and Mr Blak, I refer to tharafeMf. 

Mr Jhone' Lindlay, Secretar, intendit an accufatioun againft Mr Robert 
Walace, minifter of St Andros, befor his prefbyterie, wha was ther challangit 
alio, bot all thefe ar lei ving, and can declar thair a win caufies better nor I. 

In end was deuyfit a certean Commiflionars, to haue powar from the Af- 
femblie to convein with the King at what tyme and place his Maieftie fould 
requyre, to keipe concord betwix the Kirk and King, and to intreat of all 
maters that might ferae or apertein to that effect. The quhilk, as experience 
hes provin fen fyne, hes deuoluit and tranfferit the haill powar of the Gene- 
rail Affemblie in the hands of the King and his eoclefiaftic counftU thefe 
Commiflionars ; for bathe in Generall Aflemblies and without they rewill all* 

In the monethe of Junie, immediatlie efter his retourn from the Affemblie, 
the King enters in practife with his Commiffionars conveinit at Falkland, 
and calling the prefbyterie of St Andros, reducit a fentence of depofitioun 
pronuncit againft Mr Jhone Rutherford from his tniniftrie of Kinnouchar be 
the laid prefbyterie, and approvin be the Synod of Fyff. The quhilk, noeht- 
withftanding, I am certean was ratefied in the heavines, for he never did guid 
in the minifterie fen fyne * The laid Mr Jhone purchaffit his court be ca«i 
lumnies and dilationnes of Mr Dauid Blak and his minifterie. 

And within a fourtein dayes therefter the King commandit Mr Jhone Lind- 
fay to com to St Andros, (as the laid Mr Jhone allegit,) and intend the pro* 
fecutioun of his Uctioun againft Mr Robert Wallace befor him and his Com* 
miffionars, takand it out of the hands of the Prefbyterie. 

Mr Robert was to teatche vpon the morn efter the Kings doming, accord- 
ing to the cours of his office in the minifterie of St Andros. The king coming 
to his doctrin, heires him till he cam to applicatioun, at the quhilk he inter- 
rupted him and fpak againft him publictlie. For the quhilk, all vthers being 
fylent, Mr Andro Meluill rebukit the King maift fcharplie, thretning him with 
feirfull iudgments gif he repented nocht, and thofe Commiffioners of the Kirk, 
and his particular minifters alfo,for nocht difcharging a fathfull and maift necef* 

+ And now hes rennnced the minifterie and taken him to be a medfciiier. 
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far dewtie to him in that refpect Thus God affifted his fervant wounderfullie, 
nochfrrithftanding he knew that the cheiff purpofe of thair coming was againft 
him. For his canfe they intendit a vifitatioun and reformatioun of the Vniuer* 
fitie, they fought out all they could gett or find againft him:* I law befor the 
King lying, and therefter haid in my hand, a quare of peiper of calumnies in 
fear wrait giffen vpe to the King. They called him diuerfe tymes, they leyed 
diners things to his charge, they hard all his miflykers, euill willars, and fie 
as haid anie complents againft him; hot God was fit withe him, with fie cou- 
rage, Ttterance and powar of his image, that they could do na thing to him 
in end, but mak a new chofe of the Rector of the Vniuerfitie. At the quhilk, 
according to the cuftome, he willinglie dimitted his office, wherof he wald 
haue gladlie hein quyt for manie caufles, narnUe for that it Jmportethe a mix* 
tore of the ciuill magiftratie with the minifterie ecdefiaftic, war nocht from 
yeir to yeir the haill Vniuerfitie haid burdenit him therwithe. And yit they 
fearit lathe publict opinioun, that they gaiff him ane office als honourable and 
mair letting and aggreiable to him in all refpects, to wit, to be Dean of the 
Facultie of Theologie, the quhilk indeid they could nocht giff by him to nan 
vther bearing euer the lam in effect, without compear or matche for his in- 
comparable lerning ; and yit of that quhilk they behoued to do of neceffitie, 
they wald moyen thanks bathe at his hands and the comoun aeftimatioun. 

As they wald haue thankes in this, fa wald they in the mater of the minif- 
terie of Edinbruche, for whom they fufferit tham to be futed and intreated 
that they fould be enterit againe euerie an in ther awin roumes, and that to 
thair feuerall flocks with a new ftampe of impofitioun of hands. Bot all this 
was to the wrak of the thrid, viz. the minifterie of St Andros ; that that being 
done, the reft might be the eafier prey as occafioun ferued therefter. And fa 
Mr Robert Wallace was proceidit againft and remouit from St Andros be fum 
form of kinglie commiffionar proceiding and proces. Bot Mr Dauid Blak was 
neuer annes called, and yit of mere kinglie powar it behouit him to be debar- 
lit St Andros and tak him to an vpeland roum, or then want all roum in his 
natiue countrey ; and with poft diligence fiimmarlie Mr George Gladfteanes 
placed in his roum. 

To receaue Mr Robert Bruce, minifter of Edinbruche, and giff him impofi- 



* Ther waa a number of ftrangen, Polonians, Denees, Belgians, and Frenchmen, fchoflan, wha 
at the fame of Mr Androea lerning cam to the Vniuerfitie of St Andros that yeir, and war refident 
within the fam, quhilk crabit the Ikine; mikle, and reftraiiit hb purpofe againft him, Thisiaremark- 
fkble for Goda providence* 
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tioun of handes, war apointed be his Maieftie and Commiffionars, Mr Thomas 
Buchannan and Mr James Nicolfone, wha apprehendit fie a feare of leying on 
of the handes of the peiple vpon tham,* that it flak to thair ftomak all .that 
yeir efter hend ; and was the occafioun of a verie fafchius antipathie and 
contradictioun betwix the Minifters of Edinbruche and the Commiffionars, 
whom gif the King haid nocht ftoutlie with might and mean aflifted, the laid 
Commiffionars haid gottin lytle thank, and all thair awin trauell at the nixt 
Generall Aflemblie. And as it was, they fpak na thing les thamfelues, bet 
that they haid gottin peyment for thair trauell of that coyne and ftreak. 

About the fam verie tyme that the King interrupted Mr Robert Wallace, 
and vndid the minifterie of St Andros, ther was an erthquak quhilk maid all 
the north parts of Scotland to trirable from St Jhonftoun throw Athall, Bre- 
dalban and all thefe hie lands to Ros, and therin and Kinteall, quhilk was 
fchawin me for eertean be fum of our Merchantes wha war in Ros and Crom* 
mar tie firthe for the tyme ; and as the countrey peiple ther reported it to 
myfelff, being directed that fam yeir in the monethe of October be the King 
and Generall Aflemblie, to the vifitatioun of the Northe. 

This maid fie as haid red the ftorie of the King of Iuda, Vzzias, to remem* 
ber, whow that when he at a folemne feaft vfurped the Preiftlie office, and 
went in to the Temple to offer incenfe on the Golden Altar, the Lord fent * 
mightie erthquak quhilk reafed the halff of the montean Eroge, fituat on the 
fouthe and weft of Jerufalem, and caried it four ftades, that is, halff a myll, to*- 
ward the Eft, and lighted on the fyde of the Mont of Offence, condamnit the 
hie Way, and fpilt all the Kings Gardings. Therwith alio the temple reaufet 
and a beam of the fune coming throw ftrak the King in the face wharby he 
becam leproufe, and fa be the preifts was caft out of the temple, yea of his 
kingdome, and finalie died of melancholie and greiff, as wryttes Jofephus, 
lib. 9- Antiq. Jud. cap. 11. Wharof alfo by the ftorie of the kings, Amos 
and Zacharie the prophetes mentionnes. Anent the quhilk this dix-huitaine 
was maid :«— 

Vxiah king contented nocht to brake 

The ciuill fword of Judas government ; 
Bot prifllie office prondlie vndertuke 

Till offer incenfe at the altar bent. • 

« 

* 

* The peiple of Edinbruche ym almoft in an vproar that day, at leaft the Commiffionars wtfr 

effrayit of it .. ; 
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God fchak the Erd, and bolie temple rent, 

And maidamontan fkipe out of his place; 
(Of feirfall wrath a* feet maift enident) 

Whilk klnglie gets and gardings did difgrace. 

The King him fdf with Leprofie in face, 

Was ftrucken fa for fchamke lacrilage, 
That he was forf t, with manie load alace ! 

To qayt hie crown, and die in hermitage. 

King James the Saxt, this yeir tbow fail afpyr's, 
* On re Chryft, his Kirk, to compaa thy defyr's. 

O wey this weill, and heire ezemple tak, 
Left Chryft, wha this yeir fchak thy northwaft parts, 
And withe eclipfed Sun amaTde the harts, 

For longs to com thie inft exemple male 

A heavie fact for all the hartes of the godlie and honeft, and maift deteft- 
aMe, traterus and crewall in refpect of the deuyfars and committal*, fell furthe 
vpon this alteratioun of the minifterie of St Andros. For the forementioned 
malitius, craftie mifrewlars of the citie, feing now the auband of that minif- 
terie remouit, and all fie as lyked of the belt minifters to be miflyked at Courts 
and that they haid gottin a minifterie that wald go throuch with thair fac- 
4ioun, they fteir vpe and incitats four debofhit young limmers, and wattes that 
maift notable man amangs all the merchants of St Andros, and for godlines 
and vertew nocht inferior to manie in the land, James Smithe, as he was 
coming ham at night from the coft fyde, and crewallie demesnes and murdares 
him. The guid honeft man was maift innocent of anie cryme or wrang done 
to anie, as we fchew befor, (whowbeit perfones led with the fprit. of that 
muidarar and liar from the begining, nocht contented to haue murderit his 
body, prefles yit to murdar his guid fame, bot in vean, amangs the childring 
of godlines and treuthe,) and thinking it was bot gear they fought, was refoU 
nit to haue bought pace with large foumes ; and for aggriment theranent th$ 
King himfelf haid apointed the day following to bekeipit be frinds and a comt 
tniffionar directed from him expreflie for that effect, and thus vnder tryft was 
cut of. Ther was never a cais that befell a man that woundit my hart fa iare» 
and call me in fa terrible a tentatioun of doutting of the prouidence of God, 
feing ia guid a man left in the hands of fa vyll lowns. I knew the innocence 
and gudnes of the man fa weill, the vylnes of his maift wicked enemies, and 
the reritie of his caufe. . I was even drounde, a certean dayes, even almaift in 
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a deadlie and fencles diipear, till my deir father of mercie and God of all eon* 
folatioun haid pitie on me, and brought me in the light of his fanctuarie, and 
maid me better to knaw and beleiue therby, that ther was a hell prepared for 
the wicked, and a heavine for the godlie heirefter ; and all the reft of the 
poincts of that maift deipe and confortable doctrine of his prouidence. 

I haid a grait cear of that mans efteat for the onlie reafone befor fchawin ; 
and feing that alteratioun coming on, I often laid to him, that he haid a thing 
graitlie for his confort, that the caufe of Chryft and his Kirk in Scotland was 
la ioyned with his, that fa lang as the an went Weill, I fould warrand the 
vther, bot when the an alterit I fearit the vther. And often hes he anfwerit 
me, that was over grait honour for fie a vyll worme ; and that maift gladlie 
wald he tak his part in the hardeft fort as in the beft. At the tyme of that 
alteratioun I was mikle and verie inftantlie vrget be the King to mak the fer- 
mont at the receaving of Mr George. Fallon leathe was I, and foar was it 
againft my hart for manie weghtie reafcnea, bot feing tha guid honeft men Was 
at ane extream poinct of wrak, hauing ane interlocutor of the Seffioun paft 
againft tham of ten thowfand mark, quhilk tendit to thair vtter hearfchipe, I 
indented with the King for the flaying of that decreit, and compofing of that 
mater, (wherin I haid fa lang trauelit with his Maieftie,) I wald condifcend to 
do that quhilk vtherwayes my hart could nocht fuffer me to do : For I thoucht 
ther could be na ill don in teatching the Word trewlie ; and I thank God ther- 
in I fatiffeid my confidence, bot the doing of it, at that tyme, and by fie a com- 
paction, was a grait huik in my hart, and wrought fear retaorfe at the newes 
of his deathe. Bot as the cerfar of harts and reanes knawes the overthraw of 
that minifterie of St Andros was a heairie overthraw to the ioy and pleafure of 
my faull, fa far was I from art, part, read, counfall, confenting therto, or 
allowing therof. And wheras I tuk grait peanes therefter in placeing of Mr 
Blak at Mr George kirk, I did it becaufe I kend the fathfull, honeft, brothers 
danger ; for the King and Commiffionars bathe war carles of him, and defy* 
rit nocht better nor to caft him lous on his awin default (as they wald alleage), 
that throw neceffitie he might be compelled till abandone the countrey. 

James Smithe was my deir frind whill he leivit, and from whom I parted 
in my awin hous about twa houres befor his flauchter, with als grait fweit&es 
and ioy of hart, arriffin of a heavinlie conference, whilk haid ftowin twa houres 
from ws or we was awar, as euer I haid in this warld ; during the quhilk me 
thought that he and I bathe was carfed from the erthe and delyting our 
faulles in that lyff and glorie purchased be the deathe of the Mediator and 
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Sauiour Jefus Chryft ; till Mr George Mernfe, bailyie of St Andros for the 
tyme, a guid fimple man, and his frind, cam and tuk him out of my maift 
hartlie embracing, fear againft my will, for I was determined to keipe him 
with me that night, and go with him to St Andros on the morn for keiping 
of that tryft of agriment apointed be the King. 

Gif the reidar be holelie affectionat in trew and godlie frindfchipe, he will 
nocht lothe of the poeticall paffioun quhilk pleafit and eafit me for the tyme ; 
and therfor for my frinds fak I can nocht fuffer to pearilhe, whowbeit bot a 
dwabbling countrey ryme, meittar to be fwipped away with the moufe wobbes, 
nor byd as a picture in the palace of Apollo. 



A dulfuU Lamentationfor Sin, quhilk hesprocurit the (hraldome of the Kirk, and crtwaU 
murdar of James Smithe, Merchant and CUicmer of Sonet Androfe. Sept 1597. 

(With the toone of" Alas, I die," etc) 

Alas t the tyme, that euer I did offend 
Againft thy hiche and dreidfoll mageftie ; 
Alas ! the yeirs and feafona I bane fpend 
In erdlie towns and warldlie vanitie ; 

Alaa 1 the monntha, alas ! the wkes and dayes, 
That I confnm'd in fooEihe fporta and playea. 

Alaa I alaa ! for verie greiff and'paine ; 
Alaa ! for fin, alaa ! for fin againe. 

Thia pretina lofa, quhilk I fa feare lament 

Withe murnrull mean, m of the tyme of Grace, 

When God fa lang hia Gofpeli till wa lent, 

Till offer lyf with euerlafting peace 

For all repentand, fathfell, halie annes : 
Thia wounds my hart, my flaiihe, my bind, and beans. 
Alaa! alaa I etc* 

I may lament with manie loud alace 1 
I may regrat with manie renthfnll reare, 
* The lichtleing of the faaoar and the grace 
Of thie, my God, alaa ! with fichea feare: 

Whare grace is gean, what refta but mortall greiff, 
With dnlfnll deathe, and wa without 
Aha! alaa! etc 
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And yit, the graitteft mater of my greiff 
Is nocbt this heauie faull with pean repleit, 
Bot that my finnes hes wrought fa grait mifcheiff 
To crabe my heavinlie father, deir and fweit ; 

And moue him nocht to fpeare his erthlie glore, 

His deireft Kirk qnhilk did this Land decore. 
Alas I alas! etc 



For whare the fcepter of thy Chryft did gyde, 

And gonern be his Word and Halie Ghafte, 

It is contemn'd, alas I and fet afyde, 

And fantaiies of flaifhe for it is plafte : 

Sa fin gets not his raft and frie rebuik, 
The godlie grones, the wicked proudlie luik. 
Alas! alas I etc* 



The ftandart of thy treuthe is troden down, 
And lies, and falfliod hes the Tpperhand ; 
Reftor'd again ar Trator, thiff and loan, 
And honeft men ar murdrit in the Land : 

Whar Chryft did gyd, now Court does gonern ail. 

O wratched ceafs! O miferie and thrall ! 
Alas! alas! etc 



But na thing mair effirayes and terrifies, 
Then the renewing of that Couenand : 
At grait Affemblie, Synods, Prefbyteries, 
And all our Kirks, bathe vp and down this land, 

Whare monie woued, and promif d till amend ; 

Bot Tthers hiche in rank did vilipend. 
Alas! alas! etc. 



The purpofe therof was to purge the land 
From filthie fin, that God therin might dwell : 
Bot Sathans fleaues wald na wayes ynderftand 
That guid intent, nor yit the purpofe tholl : 

And fa this tow hes put ?pon our rok, 
And brought our fredom vnder boundage yok. 
Alas! alas! etc 



r 
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And euer alaal for fiham andwfeHL-ewa, 
Even we oar felfs, win promif de all the beft, 
Be feir and iatterie caried clem awe, 
• Permits thy fpraft in wa to be lepnft* 

Yea, fum in hart, are led a coatrar cooift, 

Of all this wa, the fontean and die fborfe. 

Alas! alaal etc. 



Sa> by that heepe of bynoaa finnea More, 
Whilk oy'd a vengeance to the hea?innea 
We hane incenfte the mightie King of gkm, 
Be brak of promife, and withe perinrie: 

TUl ather quyt his juftice and his right, 
Or then to .caft wa ckin out of his fight. 
Alas! alaal etc. 



And fen the fine rebnk of fin is gean, 

And of our cenforea the ^neriftie : 

The Papifts, Atbeift» mockers enerilk an, 

And beaftlieilaBea to fenfnalitie, 

At fradome now they Tant and work their will, 
Reuyling God, his word, and fervent* ftill. 
Alas! alas! eta. . 



Tims. 



j. s. 



A crewall deid that heinrpon enfewed, 
With woundit hart I wofollie record, 
That all the giltie greiwflte may rew'd, 
Haft for to render reeompence, O Lord ; 

I mein the murder of that meakles man, 
Amang tham all St Androa did belang. 
Alas! aha! etc 

2 tt . 
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Guid James Smitbe, thy frtbe *ad fetr <rf Gbd, 

Thyn boneftie in lyff god eonnerfatieti; 

Thy rertues rare duTetaiaat aferod, 

And weill bekend throw name Chrifi'an nation ; 

« 

Thy gentibee and trew bnmiHtie, 
Thyn Tpright meining and fideKtitv . 
Alas I akul *tc» 



Thy conrteffie, thy frfimcefcarand fyne* 
Thy dealling inft and fqnare can nana conceit* 
Thy kyndnes, frindfcMpe* and thy tyreit darya* 
In lyking polecie and comoun*weM J 

Thy lone of right, and hatred of all wtang, 

Excelling all thy dticinea 

Aba I alas I etc* 



Bot fpecialie, thy lyking of Gods word, 
And interteining of his fervants trjpw, 
Maid Satans flame* to tak the Wodie fword, 
And ftrik tha ftrakes, quhilk they fall eiwr rew. 
They 'did pretend a forgget cade of feftd, 
Bot rerelie thy Vertew was Ay dead* 
Alaslalael fete* . 



For eerteanlie thow waa an jnnoeent ; 

To God and man approoed weill be tyme ; 

Altho malicios greidie men war bent 

On thie, maift faMlie, for to lay a cryme, 

Thair eonfeiens ay the contrar did tham tell, 
As they ar yit convicted be tham fell. 
Alas I alas! etc 



For why the ground of ftryff and deadlie read ? 
It is from Sathan fen that firft he fell, 
Whafe fprit the wicked reprobat does lead, 
And make tham firft to hat the Lord Mm fell; 

And fyn abhore fie as him loves and fairs, 
Whafe fprit and lyff is contrarie to theirs. 

Alas 1 alas 1 etc- 



I 
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Invyuid malice, Jang innetemt, 

Did bowden in the braift of eimftie men. 

Withe Salans rennom bad intoxicat, 

As God at laA will mak the warid to ken ; 

Wha houndit farthe thefe fetctes voder night, 

On Lambe elan, baill fonr to ftt tbnir might. 
Alas!: eke tele*. 



And that it mawara behind hia bak, ' 
They interpryf d thair limrnen crewaltie, 
Qnhilk fonidsrt lyk they dnift nocht tndertak ; 
Sic was his manhead and acthiitie l - 

Whenbe was paffi%)ykafeaklea lam* \ 
Thefe crewall onftie wolfii rpon tint elun«{ 



Wa to yow, fooliOie, fikhie, feible fallows; 

Yie ar mad faggeteto the fyreof hall; 

Lyk lowns and ltmmer*, your caikaflie for the gallows. 

Your curfed (anil for Beelzebub hkn fell* 

Aa Tegabonnda, lyk Cain, to be bend, 
Till thqt yie mak a maift rnhappie end* ; 
Atel.alasl etc* 



Fy t on the limine* Xind&y, by theleaiie/ 
Thow might bane dam'd Cam kiaied by thy name* 
Bot making thie to (lanes ,a' filtfaie flane, 
Thou'rt blotted ont.with enerlafting ftham. 

Ail flanetoSatan,andtoflAnttfliebegftai 
Ah 1 flalhar lyk, whom alt the land detejfta. 
AJaal :alaaJ :ete.' 



Yie ventnrara beTerfll his Tragedy, : 
Yie kend him eoer gedlie, grid and wyfe* 
Yie mariners and tradaris be the fie, ; 
Amang yonr merchants be haid enr the pryfe* ; 
/All honeft men, aHbtugefie* of towns,- -. 
.- WiH ifiein bit ceafs, vnles they be bot fair**. 

AJas I :alaa : ! :<&C . 
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But n^efaU the honeft.{Nro will »ifr * 
His merchandife with moras «mt mint, 
He gat a thow&nds beanefone and bMft ; 
They wanted nocht wh* kep't thair tym affixt 
. Yea manie an, lm qua* fall HbemlMe» 
That wa» by hafard pet to ponertic 
Abel alasl etc. 



O Kirk and King whew gratlie ar yie wiang>do ! 

Alas I forlofingof fa rare a man* 

Gif bounders of fie knsnes war tesn and hangMe, 

War in compear a wildgnfa far a wran : 
A better fabiect, nor a better lone* 
Hafii nocht the King nor Kirk this land within, 
Alastalast etc 



then if yow will efcbew the vengeance gmit» 
Of feakks bind that ower this land does Ung, 
Tak pean to purge ; fat heir your harts debit; 
Think this befeats a godlie kirk and king* 
For, gif that thcrin yie be negligent, 
I am fare to leal yie (all it ftare repent. 
Abst aksl etc 



And thow, O Fyff I fii flthdie <kr>Tde 
Withe fore thought feDonsbldBe crawaltie, 
I rather be a ftranger far esyfde, 
Nor Erie, or Lord, or baron, into ttte : 

Vnles thow kythe dnr murders to deteaft, 

Thai in thy Waft, this Ttber in thyn Eaft. 

Amstnhsl etc . 



I red tide, therfar, dull far DnnnibirfaD, 
And for St Ancbofe now, to fobbe fall fear, 
Or thow fall feill thy Judgment, feharpe as thirftll, 
Vpon thy bsk, and in thy bnttoks bear : 

For why whar feakles Moid & faft cryes out, 
The lightens God mon puniihe ther, but dent 
Alas t alas I etc . 
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Bot St Androfe! feartie fall tliow mr 
Tne tym that thow brought oat that wicked rmce; 
For thow fall drink of that qohilk thow did brow, 
With mikle wa, and manie load alece 1 

For fare ihyn ok fall verelie behanld, 

What oner thy fcthnll poftora to the taald. 
.Alael alael etc* 

And natnlie jrie, wha fattening m your fleine, 

Now mala thie mater feage rnto your drink ; 

For farlie God fall then his awin releine, 

When yie your craft and maliee fall fortbink. 

Lancbe on, and fport yow with your gold fuccefs, 
Out God is in heajvin, wha fiea, and will re4reft« # 

.Alasl aha! et<v 

Bot weih thie weidow, fappo&d miferaMe, 
God gino thie grace to knew thy happines* 
The denill hea done mifcheif intolerable, 
Yit God hia graittar goidnea fall exprefs. 

Whilk thow fall find with wonderfnll delyt, 
To thair malicine wicked harts difpyt. 

O contort 1 confort I ftedfaft to remean. 
O confort meit to mitigat thy pean. 

God hea leteir'd Ay honibend to hia reft, 
And him inroTd, for to mak out that number 
Of lightens martyrs whom he loose ay beft» 
Into this lyffperfew'd with croft and camber, 

Benenthe that AkaxbleuMfatnctoamanflrt 
Wb3k eryes, Haft Lord, renenge oar Unid end wrang. 
Thair cled in whait he plefimd fall remean : 
O confort meit to mitigat thy pean* 



Bot certeanHe God fall thy honiband bie, 
And father to thy childring an and all ; 
He fall yow freethe from all this miferie ; 
He fall yow heir, and grae yow hart to calL 

He fall yow daylie grace and bleffing fend j. 
He fall yow gyd ynto that blefied end. 

O confort I confort! ftedfaft to remean* 
O confort meit fomhigat .thy pean* / 
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Deir damifelles t leane af your 
And grow in godlines to womanhead ; 
Yie fail pocht line lyk orphelinga alean, 
Altho your ertblie lather now be dead ; 

Your heavinlie fathers guidnea yie fall feill ; 

He ftll yow touchar all, and mam weilL 
O confort, etc etc* 

Thow borne boy, eoneeaued and brought vpe, 
Miracolaflie by anie expectation, 
Into thy youthe, reiofe to tholl the whnpe, 
Thy God falbe thy fcheild and profanation : 

He fall thie hlifs, and mak thie £e at eafe, 
# A feWnll cnrfa on. all thy fathers free, : 

confort, etc* etc, 

Sa, efter God hes maid yow roeft for Mm/ 
Be all your foffirings and tentationnes. . 
He's mak yow on the ledder Chryft to dim, 
And end your greife and tribnlationnes, 

JSnnnonnting far the ikyes and fternes bright, 
Yie*s enter in the Lords aternall light, 

. Ther meit with him and neoer part again. 
9 confort melt to mitigat your pean ! 

Now Chryft our .King, triumphal 1 oner the Senilis; 
On'r fin, ou'r deathe, otfr hell, this warld and all, 
Behauld from heavin thir maift mifcheiwe euills 
And heke the plaint of fie as on thie calL ; 

And ather ftaindie the rage of tkair impyre, 
Or come and oaft them in aaternaU lyre* > • 

O com I O com ! O com 1 without delay. 
O com t and indge, Lord Jefus, we thie pray. 

Ambit* . . 

r 

In the monethe of October therefter, with a heauie hart, grait pean in body 
be a diftillatioun fallin cm my teithe, and with grait expenceg, I entered in 
iorney with the reft apointed, and viflted the provinces of Aberdein, Murray, 
and Ros. At ther Synods and Presbyteries we try ed the minifters, partieu- 
larlie in doctrine, koawlaee and lyff ; Sum we depofit : fum we admoniihed ; 
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fiim "we incuragit J marie tre helped in flier glen*, manfes; and leivings. We 
delt With all the noble men and cheiff barrones for prouyding of thair Kirks, 
be doctrine and pri vat delling, and gat fubfcriptkmnes to the particular prori- 
fionnes fett down in wrait anent euerie Kirk. Wherin the penitents recentlie 
receavit paft befor be grid exemple, the Erles of Hountlie and Arroll, becaufe 
they war nocht yit reftored in Parliament ; but fenfyne I heir litle of the 
performance. But therin MakinTofliie warred all the reft, wha meitting wa 
at Ennernes, fett down the plat of all his Kirks with fufficient prouifioun, and 
when he haid done, he fubfcryvit it with his hand befor ws, and faid, '* Now 
it may be thought I am liberally fayes he, u becaufe na minifter will venture 
to com anbangB ws, therfor get me men and fey me, and I will find fufficient 
cahtioun for firilftie of ther perfones, obedience to ther doctrine art .difeipline, 
and grid peyment of thair ftipefld and interteinment in St Jhonftoun, Dondie 
or Aberdein " And indeid I haue euer fenfyne regrated the efteat of our 
Hielands, and am fure gif Chryft war pretched amangs tham, they wald 
fcham monie Lawland profeffours, and gif peanes war taken bot als willinglie 
for winning of tha faulles be the prince and paftors to plant ther Kirks, as 
ther is for wrakking and difplanting of the beft conftitut, Chryft might be 
pretched and beleiued bathe in Hielands and Bordours. 
. In that iorney, be occafioun of conference be the way with S T Patrik Mur- 
ray, Mr James Nicolfone, and Mr Piter Blakburn, I fmeld out the purpofe of 
erectiotin of Biichopes againe. The quhilk, coming to Edinbruche to the 
parliament in the monethe of December, I fand planlie going to wark, and 
therfor left my litle court commiffionarie, and all fordar dealling with tham in 
trie courfe or purpofe, and reteired my felff ham to my awin calling* From 
the quhilk, whowbeit I was often abfent of befor, occupied euer in comoun 
cauflee to my grait peanes and fpending of all I haid, yit I haid confort in 
my confidence and ioy in fpreit therefter, remembering fum grid done to the 
contentment of the godlie. But when I perceavit my peanes and expences to 
te dowblit, and to reape na thing in end bot greiff of mynd, and euill eftima* 
tioun amangs grid folks, I thought it hie tyme to reteke* And yit twa turnes 
fell out that tyed me, as efter we will heir. 

At the parliament in December, the mater waa convoyed and brought in 
this maner* The Commiffionars, in nam of the Kirk, fought be petitioun a 
vott in parliament, wharof they thought they haid fufficient warrand, becaufe 
it haid oftentymes, yea ahnoft at euerie parliament, complearit, that men fett 
and votted in parliament in. nam of the Kirk, that nather bure office in ther 
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Kirk,, nor haid anie commiffioun therfra. The Abbots/ Prion**, Loitis ot 
Seffioun, and fie as they drew of the Nobilitie, war againft the Kirk ; yit bef 
erneft delling of the King, wha haid promift mikle guid to be done to the 
Kirk at that parliament, they condifend and aggreis, that fie of the minifterie 
heirefter, as his Maieftie fould promot to the dignitie, office, place and title 
of prelarie, bifchope, abbot or vther, fall haue rott in parliament, fiklyk and 
als firilie as any vther ecdefiaftieall prelat haid at anie tym bygean, etc 

Now this, forfuthe, was a grait benefit for the Kirk obtained at that partial 
ment, when the papift Erles war reftorit, and for the quhilk the Kirk beho-f 
ned to receaue tham in fawour. For the Kirk had lyen long in contempt and 
povertie, quhilk the King and his commiffionars foar pitied, and this was the 
way to mend that : To gett of the godlieft, wyfeft and beft of the minifterie, 
vpon the Counfall of the Realme, conventionnes of Efteattes and hlcheft 
Court of Parliament, ther they fould reafone and vott in ther awin caufies, 
and bring hame againe the Kirk leiving, and nocht Hand at the durre geiffing 
in peapers of petitionee, and fkarflie when they haid iaked on manie dayes* 
gott fa mikle as a fear anfwer. And indeid, gif warldlie honour and ritches 
haid bein to be fought for to the Kingdome of Ghryft, or it was, and is of the 
Antichryft, or gif ther haid bein honour and ritches to be gottin iiu Scotland, 
euen bot fie as was wount to be to thefe tytles, dignities and offices of pre- 
lates, I wald haiff eafelie bein moued and caried away with thefe arguments, 
wanting the grace and government of Gods fpreit ; bot Ghryft teatching ws, 
and making ws to teatche his peiple the contrar, and the peiple in fie a cleir 
light of the Gofpell feing and fpying the wandring away of ther gydes in the 
mift of Court vanitie, and therfor the mair efteimed ther, the mair difpyfit 
and contemptible bef or tham, and the les able for anie guid aedificatkran to 
the eonfeienee, maid me altogidder to avoid and abhore it. And heir again 
my forfaid commilito and I war in contradictorie opiniones. 

Our Synod of Fyff convenit in St Andros in Februar following. To it was 
S r Patrik direct from the King to moyen for the mater of Bifchopee. It w«4 
far and fearlie brought about with a Letter theranent from the Kings Maieftie 
to the Prefbyteries. Item, an vther from the Commiffionars with a copie of 
the Act of Parliament, fchawing whow hardlie it haid obteined by the Kings 
grait peanes and authoritie at the hands of the Lords of Articles, and what 
eommoditie might therby com to the Kirk. Therefter the queftioun was pro* 
ponit, Gif it war expedient and profitable for the Kirk, that the miniftera 
fould haue vot in parliament for and in nam of the Kirk. The quhilk feim* 
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ing gaid be manieft vottes of the breithring to be anfwerit affirmatiu£, I plantie 
difcouerit vnto thame the purpofe, to the grait offence of the Kings Commif- 
fioiiar, fchawing tham .that it being annes fund profitable and expedient, that 
minifters fould vott in, parliament, thefe minifters behoued to be bifchopes and 
prelates, or els they wald nocht be admitted to rott ; and fa we fould fall to 
wark and big vpe bifchopes quhilk we haid bein all our dayes dinging dowiL 
Mr Andro Melwill infifted herin in his vehement maner,; wha taken vpe 
rudlie be Mr Thomas Buchanan, that he fould nocht haue place in the Aflem- 
blie, (meining becaufe of the mifordour quhilk the King and Coramiffionars 
haid maid in the Vniuerfitie, debarring the maiftere therof, namHe of Theo- 
logie, from the Aflemblies), he anfwerit, " My profeffioun was to refolue quel* 
tunnies in the Kirk of God out of his Word, and to realbne, vott and moderat 
in Aflemblies, when your was to teatche the grammar rewlles." Quhilk an- 
fwer contented and moued the breithring verie mikle. Efter the quhilk Da- 
tiid Fergufone, the auldeft minifter that tyme in Scotland, lpak graulie, cleirlie 
and at lainthe, whow the corruptiones of that office of Bifchopes haid bein 
eipyed be the Kirk of Scotland from the begioing ; what pe*n haid bein taken 
bathe in doctrin from pulpites and in aflemblies, for purging and alluterlie 
putting away therof. And now he perceavit a purpofe till erect tham of new, 
conveyed in fie a maner as he could compear to nathing better nor that quhilk 
the Grecians vfit for the overthrow of the antient citie and kingdome of Troy, 
bulking vpe a braue hors, and be a craftie Sinon perfiiading tham to pluk 
down the walles with thair awin hands to receaue that in for thair honour 
and weilfear, quhilk feruit for thair vtter wrak and diftructioun. Therfor 
he wald, with the breithring that haid giffen guid warning, cry, Equo ne 
credite Teucri. 

Mr Jhone Danidlbne, an of the antient fathers of the Kirk, was prefent 
with ws at that Aflemblie, and mightelie and grauelie warnit, informit and 
movit the breithring* Amangs the reft he laid mirrelie, " Bulk, bulk, bulk 
as bonilie as yie can, and fetche him in als fearlie as yie will, we fie 
Weill aneuche, — we fie the homes of his Mytre." 

In memoriall wharof this Decateffarad was maid, when the mater wrought 
fordar on therefter : 

By Pallas art the Grecian* built an horfs, 
Als budge as bill, prefenting bim to Troy, 
And craftie Sinon, taken as par forfs, 
Perfwadit them to brak thair walles with ioy 

20 
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Be thair awin bands ; this* horfs for to convoy, 

And fet him vpe in thair maift facrat place : 

Bot theront yfhing capteans did diftroy 

With fyre and fword thair dtie foone, alace t 
Tho Dardan prophets cry'd and bad tham ceafe, 

Alluring tham to work thair awin releiff : 

Yit foolifhe madnes fpuilziet tham of grace, 

Sa God, for fin, brought on thair laft mifcheiff* 
This horfs, this Sinon, and this Troian fak, 
Methinks I fie, whill we our Bifchops male 

In that Februar, betwix the Synods Provlnciall and Generall, was that 
maift confpicuus eclipfe * of the Sunne, quhilk ftrak all creatours with fie 
eftonifhment and feir, as tho the day of Judgment haid bein com. I knew 
befor it was to com ; I was nocht ignorant of the natural! caufe therof ; and 
"yit when it cam to the amazfull, vglie, alriche darknes, I waft caft on my 
knies, and my hart almaift fealled. On that I gaue this warning : 

In Febrnar f the twentie fyue exack, 

We faw the Sonne, the tent hour of the day, 

Begin to loft his light, and turn to blak, 

Whilk piece and piece his whait did weare away. 
The caufe is this, as lerned men do fay ; 

The darkfnm bodie of the changing moone 

Cam in betwix our fight and Pha>bus gay, 
. And hid from ws his halfome light fa foone* 
Amid the meittings of our Kirk this done, 

Portends the dark and variable warld 

Sail com betwix the Kirk and Chryst abone, 

And mak hir paftors crewked, blind and thral'd. * 

Then flatlie fiarrs flik faft, and tak gud tent , 
The dragons taill will reng the firmament. 

* Oner notable effects of this eclipfe kythe the yeir following in the deatbe of notable lights of 
the Kirk of Scotland, Mr Thomas Bowchanan, Mr Robert Rollok, Dauid Fergufone, mud Mr Adam 
Jhonfloun ; alfo of Mr Jhone Lindfay, for naturall iudgraent and lerning the graitteft light of the 
polecie and counfall of Scotland. In lyk manor of guid James Smithe, the fune amanga the mer- 
chants, 

A mair feirfull eclipfe was of the Sun, and fall of ftarnes from the hearin, when in the Kirk of 
France tbe men of graiteft lerning and eftimatioun, (intyfit be the uatterie and gifts of the King for 
eftabliffing of tbat peace quhilk he haid fantifeit in his brean betwix the panifts and proteftaotts fur 
the commoditie and fames of his efteat,) war maid to fet and imploy thair thought, pen, and trauell 
to erect and fet furthe ane mid and weill mixed relligioun and new Chriftianitie, the effectuating 
wbarof haid nocht feallit, gif God haid nocht cutted fchort thair dayes with exemplar forts of 
deathe. The names of the chteff war Vadianus, Serranus, Rotanus, Egbqrgius, and 
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1598,— In the monethe of Merche following, 1598, the Generall Aflemblie 
held atDondie. Ther the King and Commiffionars met befor togidder, and leyed 
all the plattes and courfles, being in grait fear that the Commiffionars fould be 
foarlie cenfurit for thair proceidings, and that ther fould be na forderance in 
thair cheiff purpos of erecting of bifchopes. Ther was ther biffines day and 
night to mak and try all in euerie province. The Moderator was befor hand 
preparit, and all and euerie an that fould teatche and open thair mouthe in 
pqlpit ; And finalie all things framed for the purpofe, fit far as wit or diligence 
might mak with the prince authorities 

The King profeffit to ftand be the Commiffionars, and they be him. The 
vther partie war the minifters of Edinbruche and St Andros, with all fie ad 
ftud vprightlie for the eftabliihed discipline and fredome of the Kirk. The 
Commiffionars offerit tham to giff a compt of thair proceidings to the Aflem- 
blie, hot la in effect that they war iudges thair felff, for they war fure befor 
hand the graitteft number fould be on thair part. Manie greiffes war giffen 
in be Edinbruche, St Andros, and vther prefbyteries ; grait hait and alterca- 
tioun was, fa that fie an aflemblie was never fein in Scotland fen reformatiourt 
of relligioun ; and that quhilk was warft, the graitteft enemies of the minif. 
terie, the lat excommunicat forfaultit papift Erls, war brought in to tak thair 
paftyme of the imperfectionnes of the breithring, and fkrape togidder mater 
of fklander and calumnie to ventilat and law athort amangs the enemies 
bathe within and without the land. My vncle Mr Andro was happie in that 
at his firft prefenting to the aflemblie, he was difchargit, nather wald the 
King com in nor fuffer anie thing be done till he was away, (yit he paft nocht 
on vttering his mynd to the breithring in his auld maner.) And nocht fittif- 
feit that he was out of the aflemblie, he was chargeit af the town vnder all 
heeft peanes. And furiie, I lay, he was happie that hard nocht the things 
quhilk woundit our hartes throuche ; better to be buried, as they war orde&nit 
in end, nor euer rememberit. 

Efter that a large tyme was euill tint vpon the greiffes, and they (Male 
-Malcontent, mother of the greives+) buried, the queftioun moyennit at all the 
fynods befor, cam in, Whither minifters might vot in parliament ? It was 
freafonit at lynthe, wherin I had my large part, as they follow heirefter ; but 
at laft when it cam to the roll, Mr Gilbert Body led the ring, a drunken Ork- 
ney afs, and the graitteft number followit, all for the bodie, but respect of the 

. # TM» w ww giffen *o that dealling in derifioo ha the feoplei . . .: 
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fpreit. And yit, praifit be God, a guid number of honeft breithrihg glorifiet 
God, bathe in reafoning and rotting directlie againft : Another, fort war mif- 
takine bathe in reafoning and rotting. And the number that caried the coa«* 
clufioun away, war nocht fie that laborit or haid (kill in the word, bot lait 
commiffionars wha votted with the King and thair ininifters. Efter the quhilk 
conclufioun, Mr Jhone Dauidfone, of whom I haue diuers tymes fpoken befor* 
maid publict proteftatioun againft it in his awin nam, and the nam of the 
breithring that difafiented, firft in word, and therefter gaiff in in wiyt, defy- 
ring the dark to infert it. 

Therefter going ford wart to the reft of the queftionnes, befor they fould be 
reafonit, to mak tham the mair plaufible and eafie to be paft, the haill deuys 
and forge of the new Bifchoprik was brought furthe falon weill bufket, and 
fearlie and at lynthe red befor the Affemblie. Ther war they maid clein of aU 
corruptioun of Papiftrie, Antichriftian and Anglicall bifchopries, fyned of new 
in the furnace, caft in a new mould, and maid of a freche ftrak ; and finalie 
embarrit and inclofit with fie caueats, as range and fling thair filles tho they 
war wyld, they fould never win out Yit when the reft of the queftiones war 
read, they perceaving that the breithrings hartes, wha haid affented to the 
firft, began to Hand and fwidder, for the beft part thought it meitteft to tak 
tyme to mollefie and moyen maters left they fould grow foufome at the firft ; 
and fa was ordeanit, that efter advyfinent in prelbyteries, the Synods of euerie 
province fould afiemble in May, and efter reafoning of the queftiones ther, 
fould direct thrie of thair number, quha fould con vein with the King at the 
tyme and place to be apointed be his Maieftie. 

It was alfo concludit at this Affemblie, that this office of votting ito parlia- 
ment was of a mixt qualitie, and therfor the electioun therto behoued to be 
mixt, partlie be the King and partlie be the Kirk ; and the nomher of vottart 
to be fiftie. . . 

Our Synod of Fyff convenit in Dumfermling in the monethe of Junie. Thet 
War Comfniffionars from his Maieftie, the Lord of Towngland, and S* Patrik 
Murray. Reafoning was, and the iudgments of all the prelbyteries and breith- 
ring, giffen in thir queftiones : 1. Efter what maner he fall be chofin wha fall 
vot in parliament for the Kirk : Wither the Kirk, the nominatioun, and the 
King the chofe, or e contra ? Cuper Prefbyterie, quhilk Mr Thomas Buchanan 
gydit, thought that the Kirk fould nominat fyve or fax, out of the quhilk the 
King fould chufe an. The vther thrie Prelbyteries aggreit in an, that the Kirk 
fould mak chofe of ther awin Commiffionars, and therwith the King fould 
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content and accept the fam, as the barrones and burrowes does. 2. Whow 
lang fould they continow ? Cuper laid, tota vita nifi interueniat culpa. The 
vther thrie in an, from a Generall Aflemblie to an vther. 3. Whow they 
fould be callit ? Cuper thought it a thing indifferent wither they war callit 
fii&hopes or CommiffionarB. The vther thrie in an, thought the confequens 
of the nam 6f graitter importance, becaufe the verie nam of bifchope now im- 
portethe cofruptioun and tyranliie in the Kirk, therfor that they fould be called 
Commiffionara of the Kirk. 4. Concerning the rent ? All aggreit in that it 
fould be but hurt of vther kirks, and nocht hinder the diflblutioun of benefices; 

For my awin part I protefted I wald haue na thing ado with the forging 
or blocking of it in anie fort ; for as I law it working, the beft of it wald be 
hot a coixuptioun and tyrannic brought in within the Kirk to the wrak 
Jherof 

But all the cair and trauell of the Kings Commiffionara, was to gett fie thrie 
men notninat aft the King lyked beft of; grait deuyfes and mikle biffines was 
about that. In end they fand the way to put vpon the lyttes a guid number 
of the thrie Prelbyteries that war againft tham, that they might be quyt of 
thair vottes ; and fa haiffing moyenned the reft behind, they gatt thair in* 
tent, viz. Mr George Gladfteanes, Mr Thomas Buchannan, and Mr Jhone Fear* 
full. Whilk, when the guid brethring efpyed, they wald giff tham na vther 
commiffioun bot to report fathfullie thair iudgment in. the queftionnes, and 
attending therto, to reafone, vot, and conclud, and fie ne quid ecclefia detri* 
menti capiat Promitten, to approue and allow na thing bot that quhilk 
they did lawf ullie in that mater. 

That Conventioun of the Synodicall Commiffionars was keipit with the 
King at Falkland in the monethe of Auguft therefter, wharin what was done 
I can nocht rightlie fett down, becaufe I was nocht ther. For, efter the Con* 
ventioun of Perthe, I was neuer at Aflemblie nor meitting bot againft my will, 
except in Prefbyterie ; and my opinioun and wis was, ther fould be na gene- 
rall meittings, Rege prefidente, vnles it pleafit God to turn and fett his hart 
vtherwayes, for I law and was certean, we fould ay be farder and larder be* 
hind in the finceritie and libertie of Chryfts kindome ; and they fould euer, a 
way or vther, gett thair intentes brought about. 

Allwayes in generall, they fand nocht fie fordar in the purpofe as they 
luiked for ; and therfor the Generall Aflemblie, that was apointed to be the 
yeir following, was prorogat almoft a yeir, for aduyfinent and better drefiing 
of maters. 
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This yeir I cawfit print 1x17 Catechiline for the profit of my peiple. It coft 
me fyve hounder marks, quhilk God prouydit be the motion of a maift godlie 
and loving frinds hart. Of the quhilk foum I abyde addettit, bot neuer could 
gett a hounder mark of it again to this hour. 

1599. — In the fimmer of the 99 yeir, ther was a meitting of manie brei* 
ther with the King and Coraraiffionars in St Andros, for a purpofe of aggrei* 
ment and concord ; and when all profeffit frindfchipe and brotherlie loue ane 
to another, and onlie the difference was in opiniones of proceidings, and anent 
the conclufionnes pall, it was thought meit to refer that to a conference, quhilk 
was keipit therefter in Nouember in Edinbruche* I trow to mitigat my vncle 
and mak him amends, it was then that Montrofe wps maid Chancellar of the 
Vniuerfitie, Mr George Gladfteanes, Vice Chancellar, and Mr Andro Meluill, 
Dean of the Facultie of Theologie. 

In the mean tyme, at our Synod in September, 1599, a Weill meining brat 
ther, my colleg, gaiff in to the Aflemblie a certean Anglopifcopapifticall con* 
clufionnes, wherof he haid over guid a warrand of the Kings buik, intitula* 
Bacixixov %uf#v, bot becaufe it haid but of accident cum in his hand, and was 
nocht publifhed, he could nocht be plane. The Synod iudget tham treafim* 
able, feditius, and wicked, thinking that fie things could nocht be, and direct* 
ed tham to the King. The King, knawing the warrand durft nocht be exhi-* 
bit, gettes knawlage of the brother that gaiff tham in, and fends to apprehend 
him ; bot God watched over him, and faued him. This maid me fean, when 
I haid refoluit nocht to keipe the Conventiones of the Commiffionars, whow+ 
beit wraitten for, to giff obedience, and tak grait peanes, fafcherie, and ex* 
pences, with greiff of mynd, till attend vpon fum guid oceafioun to gett mf 
brother and colleag relaxit from the horn, and reponed in his awin roum 
againe * And this was an of the caufles formentioned why I conteinowed in 
my Commiffionarie, leyed on me be the King, and Aflemblie. Whilk oceafioun 
I gat never till the fact of St Jhonftoun fell out, and immediatlie therefter the 
caufe of the minifbers of Edinbruche teatherit me again, fa that I could nocht 
gett frie till that was difparit ; and God leyed his hand vpon me be feiknes* 
wharof heirefter in the awin place. 

The conclufiones, wharby we gatt certean knawlage of the Kings determi- 

* Strange and vehement war the exerceifes of py rayad during that tyme, quhilk God, wha he$ 
a fecret dealling with his awin fecret annes, knawea. . . - . 
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nat mynd in our maters of the 
as in Teftament to his Sonne. 



, war namlie thefe, fett down in that buik 



1* The office of a King is a mixed office betwix the cinill and ecclefiaftik efteat. 
2. The rewling of the Kirk weill is na fmall part of the Kings office. 

8, The King (bold be indge if a minifter Tag from his text in pulpit* 

4. The minifters fonld nocht mell with maters of efteat in pulpit* 

5. The minifter that appealles from the Kings Jndicator in his doctrine from pulpit, fould 
want the head. 

fe 6. Na man is mair to be hated of a King nor a proud Pnritane. 
Pi 7. Paritie amangs the minifters can nocht agrie with a monarchies 

8. The godlie, lerned, and modeft men of the minifterie, fonld be preferred to bifchopries 
and benefices. 

9. Without Bifchope, the thrie efteats in Parliament Can nocht be reeftablifhed ; therfor 
Bifchops mon be, and paritie banilhed and put away. 

10. They that preatches againft blfchopps, fonld be punifhed with the rigour of the law* 

11. Puritans ar pefts in the Comonn weill and Kirk of Scotland. 

12. The principals of tham ar nocht to be fullered to brnik the land. 
IS. For a prefernatine againft ther poifone, ther mon be bifchops* 

14. The minifters fonght till eftabliihe a democratie in this land, and to becom Tribnniplebis 
thamfelues, and lead the peiple be the nofe, to bear the fwy of all the gouernment 

15. The minifters qnarrell was euer againft the King, for na vther canfe bot becaufe he was 
I • * King. 

16* Paritie is the mother of confafion, and enemie to vnitie, qnhilk is the mother of ordonr. 

17. The minifter thinks be tyme to draw the policie and cimll gonarnment, be the exemple of the 

ecclefiafticall, to the lam paritie. 
1^ Ma conrentionnes or meittings of Kirkmen to be fnffered bot be the Kings knawlage and per- 

milfion. 



In the monethe of Noueraber therefter, the King, maid to vnderftand that a 
Conference amangs the breithring of all fortes wald mak maters to go ford wart 
peacablie, and all purpofes to pas at the nixt Generall Aflemblie, fend hia 
miffiues athort all provinces, and convocat the fpeeialles of the minifterie from 
all partes to Edinbruche againft the 17 of November. The foum of the quhilk 
conference, als fathfullie and neir as I could collect and remember it imme* 
diatlie therefter, I fett down as followes ; 
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THE SOUM OF THE CONFERENCE KEIPIT AT HALIRUDHOUSE, 

THE 17 OF NOVEMBER 1599. 

The Preface. 

Because the meittings of the laft Generall Aflemblies war factius, tumul* 
tuns, confufe, haitt and vnordour lyk, leaft the lyk fould fall out at the nixt, 
his Maieftie, withe advys of the Commiflionars, thought meit till apoinct this 
prefent Conference, and call thervnto of all fortes of the minifterie, zealus and 
fyrie, modeft and graue, wys and indifferent, wherin maters might be quyetlie 
and graulie reafonit, and a way prepearit to a decent and peaceable Aflemblie,' 
wherin they may be decydit and concludit* 

The Propofition. 

The proposition was : That it was permitted to euerie an ther con veined, 
friely to reafone and fchaw thair mynd, bathe vpon things concludit in At 
femblies and Conferences befor ; as alfo on things to be concludit that war yit 
in deliberatioun : Provyding alwayes, that na reafone war brought againft 
things concludit in Aflemblies, but onlie out of Scripture, quhilk may iuftlie 
be brought and vied againft the conftitutionnes of anie Aflemblie* 

The breithring that ftud for the eftablifhed difcipline, and diiaflented from 
whatfoeuer conftitutiones, actes, or ordinances maid in the leat and new form 
of Afiemblies, preiudiciall to the fam, anfwerit, they nather could nor wald 
reafone in thefe maters, nocht being preparit therfor, nor meining to preiudge 
the Generall Aflemblie following. In the quhilk, efter the inftructioun of 
Gods Word, and calling for his wefdome, they purpofed, be his grace, being 
called therto, to fpeak thair mynd cleirlie and fullie, as God fould fumife abi- 
litie and warrand be his Word and Spreit. 

It was anfwered, that ther was na preiudice meinit to the Aflemblie, bot 
onlie a preparatioun for it ; and in cais anie having occafioun to fpeak now, 
being wryttin for be the King for that effect, and keipe vpe his reafones and 
mynd to Hand in the head of a factioun therwith therefter in the Aflemblie, 
he might be counted a fals knaue. 

The breithring, being thus vrged, accordit to fpeak as they could remember 
prefentlie, protefting alwayes the faftie of the caufe from hurt, that the Af- 
femblie war nocht preiudgit, and that it might be leifome to tham to helpe 
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thair prefent fpeitches and reafones, and bring out fordar as they might at- 
tein vnto, for the weill of the caufe at the nixt affemblie. 
. Sa the conclufiones of the Affemblie of Dondie was read, bearing — That it 
-was neidfull and expedient that minifiers fould yott in Parliament ; and that 
that office was of a mixed qualitie, partlie ciuill, partlie ecclefiafticall, &c. In 
lyk maner, was read the thing done at the Conventioun of Falkland efter the 
laid Aflemblie, with the caueattes for lteiping of the faids votters in Parlia- 
ment from all epifcopall corruptioun, &c« And fa returning to the former con-* 
clufion, the cheiff poinct of all, it was proponit to be reafonit vpon firft, and the 
laid breithring requyrit what they haid to fay againft the faming. 
. The breithring anfwerit : They knew na warrant of the Word of God for 
lie a conclufioun ; defyrit, therfor, they might be inftructed of the [fame] be 
Scripture, quhilk, giff they could find, they wald willinglie aggrie and Hand 
content ; giff nocht, that conclufioun could nocht be maid in fathe, and ther- 
for wrang, and to be reformed in thair iudgment 

. Na 8cripture was producit, onlie a reafone buildet vpon this principall : 
Euangelium non dejlruit polytiam : — Atqui hac eft pars polititc. Ergo. To 
the quhilk it was anfwerit be diftinctioh of polytia in lawfull and vnlawfull ; 
land the lawfulnes therof behouethe to be fchawin be the Word of God, els 
Etimik, Turkiihe, and Jewiftie policie might Hand withe the Gofpell. It was 
anfwerit, It was aneuche that the polecie was nocht repugnant to the Word 
of God, whowbeit the warrand of euerie part of polecie, and Act of Parlia- 
ment, or ciuill law, war nocht producit ; therfor (faid they) fchaw yie the a£«* 
ftrtnatiufc, that it is repugnant to the Word, the probatioun wherof now comes 
vpon yow.* 

- It was therfor provin repugnant to the Word of God, and concludit be this 
(yllogilme ; — 

< " That minifters fould be inuoluit and intanglit with effears of this lyff, 
namlie of polecie, ciuill indicators, and effeares of comoun weill, is againft the 
exprels Word of God 



^ * Thee was. ia vther argument rather meinit nor proponit ; Minifters war dues tod libera capi- 
ta; and, therfor, according to polecie, behouethe to giff tber confent to the making of lawes iq 
Parliament. 

Anfw. Gif a confent be necefiar, it is donted. Bat ceas.it be, they confent to the law in Parlia- 
ment, ather be the Lords or barones of the fchyre whar they war born and remeanes, or bo the 
Commiffionar of the brouche wherin they war born or dwelles ; for, as to his minifterie, it is na 
part nor poinct of polecie nor ciuill burgefchipe ; or, if the month of the Lord be to be conijxlted* 
the Commiffionar, directed from the Generall Aflemblie, fould be beard.. 

1 . 2r 
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" But this conclufioun and office therby impofit, will intanggle and inutiue 
tham. Ergo." 

The propofitioun is proven be the expres Word, 2 Tim. 2. pdtk rf omnium 
ifivtexirai tout rw fkou vfayvaltuuf, whar the word trgarfAorma meines properlie, efr 
feares of law, iurifdictioun, and rewling of the comoun Weill ; as I. Cor* 6. 
mfoyiu^ for a duill actioun or caufe. 

It was anfwerit, That that place tuk nocht away naturall, oeconomic and 
polytic dewties quhilk neceflarlie this lyff requyres ; and the quhilk man be 
done, and may be done of euer ilk an, fa that they inuolue nocht thamfelues, 
and intangle therin to the hinder of thair calling. 

To that it was aggreit, That ther was certean dewties and fimple actionnes 
to be difchargit now and then for nature, ceconomie and polecie, be euerie an, 
and fa be minifters alfo, for the helpe and nocht hinder of thair cheiff and 
propre callings, fiot ther was a grait difference betwix fie actiones and dew- 
ties, to be done at certean tymes and occafionnes of vrgent neceffities, and the 
difcharging of a fett and ordinar office in a comoun weill, namlie in the twa 
graitteft poincts of the mageftie and princelie flat, vquo&rn*n and Statfixn, that is, 
the making of lawes in a comoun weill, and iudging of the lubiects according 
to the fam in the Parliaments, Counfalls, and Conventionnes of Efteattes of 
the Realme, quhilk could nocht be done without intangling and involuing in 
effeares, and fa diftractioun fra the cheiff charge ; as the place itfelff cleirlie 
declarit what intangling was, viz. whatfoeuer might hinder the wariour from 
doing the dewtie of a ibuldart, and pleafing his captean. 

For the quhilk purpofe alfo, the weghtines of the charge of the minifterie, 
and graitnes of the cure of faulles, was infifted into ; and planlie affirmed they 
knew neuer nor felt never the weght therof, that thought a ciuill office of go* 
vernment in the comoun weill might be vndertakin and ioyned therwith. 
Whar mirrelie was caft in the fpeitche of the Quein of Einglaad, when fche 
makes a Bifchope : — " Alas ! for pitie, (fayes fche,) for we haue marred a guid 
pretchour to day." And the King exhorted nocht to mar his pretchours fa. 

For corroborating and ftrynthning of the reply, this fyllogifine was fubioynit : 

u That minifters fould be diftracted from preatching the Word, is againft 
the Word of God. 

" But this will diftract tham. Ergo." 

The expres word, Luc. 9. ver. 59, 60, 61, 62, Chryft (ayes to an, Follow 
me ; wha anfwerit, Let me firft go burie my father. Chryft anlWers, Let the 
dead go burie the dead, and go thow and preatche the Gofpell of the kingdome 
of God. Another fayes, I will follow thie, but let me firft go and tak ordour 
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with my bcriis. Chryft anfwers, Na man putting hand to the pleuche, and 
ltrikes bak, is meit for the kingdome of God. Heir ar maift neidfull naturall 
dewties and oeconoraic* quhilk Chryft expreflie forbiddes for fteying of the 
pretching of the Gofpell, and attending vpon his minifterie. Whow mikle 
mair then incompetent offices, qmz Jknl Ccefaris et Reipublica, as we will 
fcha w heir efter ? 

The espies word is the faxt of the Actes. — The twoll Apoftles (ayes to the 
reft of the difiriples, It is nocht aequitable, or to be approued, that we fould 
leaue the Word of God and ferae the Tables ; therfor, let deacones be chofine 
and apointed. Giff the Apoftles wald nocht leaue the preatching of the Word 
of God for an ecclefiaftic office, becaufe of diftractioun, mikle les wald they 
that minifters fould leaue thair minifterie of the Word for citiill and imperii* 



Thridlie, The Scripture calles the minifters otyupimi*, Bom. 1. — feparat and 
fitt apart; And wharfra ? Queftionles fra the occupationes of this lyff, to faue 
the peiple and thamfelues, and draw tham be the Gofpell to the lyff euerlafi> 
ing,— to fiftue tham out of the fie of this warld to God and his kingdome of 
heayin. 8a the haill nature of ther calling is leparat and fett apart from the 
warld, to the quhilk they fould nocht be callit bak again, mikle les therin in* 
volued and drownit. 

Fourtlie, The Lords minifterie vnder the law is callit a warfear, Num. 4, 
and his minifters wariours ; and la in the place alleagit in the New Tefta* 
ment, the lacrament and aithe wharof is maift ftreat, and na wayes fuffers dif- 
tractioun. For tham was allotted na inheritance, but haid the Lord for thair 
fahrritiitiTi Dent 18. 1.; Jofu. 13, 14. They fay to thair father, I refpect 
him nocht; they ken nocht thair breithring, they acknawlage nocht thair 
fonnes, but keipes the Lords words, and obferues his Covenant ; teatches Ja- 
cob his judgments and his law to Ifraell, fettes incenfe before his face, and 
brunt offerings on his altar, Deut 33. Then mikle mair the minifters of the 
New Teftament, becaufe of a graitter and cleirar grace, fpirituall and file from 
beggerlie cerimoniee and elements of this warld. 

And, laft, to conclud this poinct with that maift wechtie and graue attefta- 
tioun of the Apoftle to Timothy 2. 4. : " I atteft thie befor God, and the Lord 
Jefus Chryft, wha fell iudge the quick and the dead at his appeirance and 
kingdome : Pretche the Word ; be inftant in tyme, and out of tyme ; convict, 
reproue, exhort with all lang fuffring and doctrine.' 9 And in the fourt of the 
firft, " Tak cear of thir things, be about thir things." And ar thir things fpo- 



800 MR JAMES MELVILL'S DIARY. 1599. 

ken to Timoth& onlie, and nocht to all minifters and pallors ? And gif they 
be fpoken to all, what tyme, I pray yow, is left to be imployed at Parliament, 
and in the effeares of the comoun Weill ? The deuill is a biffie bifbhope, and 
goes about lyk a roaring lyon ; and wha fall giff a oompt of the torn fcheipe, 
or ftollen in the paftors abfence? And, finalie, that thrifauld demand to Pi- 
ter, Amos me ? and charge, Pafce Agnos, &c. perteines it nocht to all ? 

It was obiected, that we fell in the fam abfurditie with the Papifts, that 
gatherit thair Celibatum out of the words of the Apoftle, I. Cor. 7« Comuga* 
tus curat qu&Jhnt mundi, quamado placeat vxoru And gif ane with a eecle- 
fiaftic or paftorall charge may haue the charge of wyff and faxnilie, whaxfbr 
nocht of the comoun weill ? And the Apoftle layes, That he that ceares nocht 
for his familie, is wars nor an infidell. 

It was anfwerit, That the Papifts argument was friuolus from the abbus of 
mariage to the taking away of the benefit therof, being apointed be God, and 
rightlie ferving for the helpe of man in his calling ; and na thing lyk vntd 
■this, wherin an euident intangling and diftractioun may be fein. And to ait* 
fwer for the caring for the hous and tham that ar therin, that is meined for 
inftructioun and rewling therof be Chriftian difcipline, as is euident out of the 
tf Chap. ver. 4. be the word «f arimu, he that can nocht rewall and govern big 
awin hous, whow fall he haue cair tvipexw of the Kirk of God ? For the Apoftle 
is cleir in that poinct, I. Cor. 9. That the flocks fould prouyde for thair paft- 
ors, tham and thair families, the things that ar neidfull for this lyff, as the 
Captan or Prince for his fouldarts, and they maid frie till attend on thair for* 
nice. 

It was infilled, that ther was als mikle diftractioun and tyme fpendit in out 
commiffions and vifitationnes, in avatting on plattes and pleying of ftipends, 
attending on parliaments and conventionnes, &c. 

Anfwerit: That thefe war the wantes, imperfectiones tod corrupUoiied 
of our Kirk, as yit nocht weill conftitut, wharof the fault is in the Magiftrat 
and flockes, fchawin, compleanit vpon, pnd rebuked at all occafionnes be the 
Word of God, quhilk hes na place to proue anie thing in this mater, vbi qua* 
rMur 9 quid fieri debeat, non quid fiat? And as for Commiffionars for vifita- 
tioun, we ar occupied therin in our awin fubiect in pretching the Word, exer- 
ceifing difcipline, and vfing of cenfures ; and that nocht ordinarlie or be fett 
office, bot ex necejjitate ecclefae et pro re nata* 

It was fordar infilled, that we granted till obey and com to the Kings &£a<* 
ieftie if hen fbeuer he called , for ws, quhilk was all an with that in queftion* . 
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' Anfwerit : His Maieftie now or then calling for ws, we might repear to his 
Hienes, and giff our advys in all things de iure diuino, or vtherwayes as ciuet', 
fa that the benefit redounding to the Kirk or Comoun Weill therby, prepon- 
derat and weyed down the hurt of our particular charge. Bot it was longe 
blind to haue an ordinar office to difcharge in the Kings Couniall and Parlia- 
ment ; for, as was twitched befor, ther is a grait difference betwix a certeaii 
actioun to be done now and then, as neceffitie and occafioun craueth, and a fett 
office to be ordinarlie difcharged. 

It was obiected, that the Generall Affemblie haid alwayes from tyme id 
tjrme cravit this Totting in Parliament, and now when the King offers it, it 
Was euill thought of and refufit. 

Anfwerit : The Aflemblies haid oftentymes cravit that nan fould vott irl 
Parliament in nam of the Kirk, bot fie as buir office within the fern, and haid 
commiffioun therfra. Bot that anie Generall Affemblie, befor the laft in Don-* 
die, haid determined that minifters fould vott in parliament, it was flatlie de- 
nyed. And it was fchawin that often tymes that queftion haid bein agitat irf 
Aflemblies and amangs breithring, bot could neuer be fund whow it could 
ftand with the office of a minifter to be a Lord in Parliament, nor was able 
to be fchawin be the Word of God. 

It was then demandit wha could vott for the Kirk, giff nocht minifters ? 
Anfwerit : It might ftand better with the office of an Eldar and Deacon; 
hor of a Minifters, they having commiflioun fra the' Kirk, and fubiect to ran- 
der a compt of thair doing at the Generall Aflemblies. And that indeid we! 
wald als fean haue the Kirk ihioying hir awin priuilages as anie vther, and 
haue his Maieftie latiffeit, and the effeares of the Comoun Weill helped, bot 
iiocht with the hinder, wrak and corruptioun of the fpirituall minifterie of 
Gods wbrfchiping and laluatioun of his peiple. 

It was replyit, That it war better for the minifters to be thair awin ear- 
ners, and fie to the Weill of the Kirk, bathe in the ordering and prouifion 
therof thamfelues, rather nor commit it to vthers, wha wald cear bot fkland- 
prlie for it. ' 

Anfwerit : That the King and his Nobles gaue the minifterie credit and 
onlie place in fpirituall maters, fa that they wald nocht tak the facraments^ 
nor vther ben elites of the Kirk at ther awin hands, nor of the hands of na 
Tther. They wald nocht think thair bernes weill bapteifed, nor the Supped 
weill miniftrat, nor thair manages t>leffed bot be fum minifter. And gtf hi^ 
Maieftie gaue ws fie jcredit, authoritie and place, in things perteining td 
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the faull, and proper to our office, why fould we nocht giff him and his 
Lord the lyk in things perteining to the body, and this lyff, as proper to 
thara and thair office ; and think it als grait abfiirditie to mell therwith our 
felues, &c. ? 

It was obiected, That the Kirk was in pofieffioun of voting in Parliament 
be bifchopes, viz. Mrs Jhone Dowglas, Patrik Adamfone, Dauid Cuningham 
and vthers. 

Anfwer : Sen the Generall Affemblie haldin at Dondie, an. 1580, *har that 
office of a bifchope was decterit vnlawfull be the Word of God, the Kirk cryed 
out continualie againft tham, and excepted againft all ther doings in parlia- 
ment or els whar, as hauing na lawfull office in the Kirk, nor na commiffioun 
fra the laming. 

Therefter place being given, ther was producit ane vther argument to fchaw 
the conclufioun repugnant to the Word of God. 

" That Minifters fould bear fupremacie, dominioun, and be called Lords, is 
againft the Word of God. 

" But the conclufioun imports that Ergo." 

The propofitioun is cleir out of the thrie Evangelifts, Math. 20, Marc 10. 
Luc 22, and I. Peter, 5, 3. ; and, Nolite vocari Rabbi, etc. This reafone was 
nocht infilled into, nor anfwerit for want of tyme. Lykas alio ane vther in 
the lam maner : 

" The confounding and mingling of Jurifdictions diftinguift in the Word of 
God, is repugnant thervnto. 

" But the conclufioun imports that Ergo." 

The propofitioun is euident of the 2 Chron. 19, and, Qui* conjtituit me Ju- 
dicem ; and, Date qtuefunt Cq/aris C<efar% % et qua Dei Deo. etc. Chryft 
refufed to deuyd the inheritance amangs brethring, to iudge the adulteres, 
Jhon 8. He refilled to be maid King, and profeffed that his kingdome was 
nocht of this warld. 

Heir was declarit at lainthe and verie weghtelie be Mr Andro, be what 
meanes and degries the Pape was hoifed vpe into that chaire of peftflence, 
wherout of he tyrannises over all Kirks and Coraoun Weills, tramping Kings 
vnder his feit, and tranfferring thair crownes and dominiones at his pleafur ; 
and all from this vfurping of bathe the powars and fwords, the ciuill and ec- 
cLefiaftic. In end a ficcer caveat was given to the King, to be wir he fett 
nocht vpe fie as fould caft him or his down. And this mikle anent the con- 
clufioun of the laft Generall Affemblie, as ibemorie might ferae. 
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- Therefter was proponit the twa poinds left be the laid Aflemblie to the 
meitting at Falkland, and ther alfo left vndecydit or determined vpon. 1. Gif 
thefe votters in Parliament, being annes chofin be his Maieftie and the Kirk, 
fould bear that office ad vitam or culpam, and fa be perpetuall ; or, gif they 
fould be alterable fra tyme to tyme at the Affemblies pleafour. 2. Gif they 
ibuld bear the nam of Bifchopes or nocht. 

Againft the perpetuitie, the diftractioun fra thair fpirituall office of the mi- 
nifterie was mikle vrgit againe, fchawing cleirlie that fie a continuall charge 
and burding lying on a few, could nocht bot debaufli and diftract tham allu- 
terlie from the paftorall attending and feidding of ihair flockes ; the quhilks 
they behoued to commit to fum Vicares and fum fuffiraganes. 

For the perpetuitie thir arguments war vfit : 

Firft, that ther wald na man tak the peanes and mak the expences vpon 
the tytle of the benefice, to giff it over the nixt yeir to an vther. 

It was anfwerit, That we war nocht vpon mans particular commoditie, bot 
feing what might be for the helpe and guid of the Kirk and Comoun weill ; 
to the quhilk fie wald neuer do guid wha war feiking ther awin honour and 
welthe. . 

Nixt it was reafonit, That the hinder of all comoun turnes was be twa in- 
leakes chieffiie ; ane of (kill and vnderftanding of maters, and right way of 
proceiding therm; ane vther of continuance and attendance conftantlie on tham 
being annes begoun, till they war brought to fum guid poinct and effect Bot 
fa it was, that gif thefe comoun men fould be changable, they could nather 
tern (kill, nor profecut things. Ergo. 

Anfwer : They might gett mair fkill of the wit and lawes of men, and les 
of the wefdome and buik of God ; mak mair attendance on Court and the 
Warld, bot les on Chryft and his Kingdome. And it was hard to perfwad ws 
that a few wald fie fa mikle for the weill of the Kirk as a haill Generall Af- 
femblie conveinit for that effect, or follow out a guid comoun caufe better and 
mair conftantlie, feing experience alwayes teatched, that they wha wilbe ritche 
and honourable, are mikle about the faming, and verie litle for Chryft 

At laft thir reafones and inconvenients war brought out dilated and infilled 
into againft perpetuitie : 

Firft : It wald brak the barres of all thair Caveattes, and, but dout, efta- 
blifhe lordfehipe over the breithering, tyme ftrynthning opinioun, and cuftome 
confirming conceat And gif the beft deuyce hes be tyme turned to eorrup- 
tioun, mikle mair this of the lawfulnes wharof we iuftlie dout 

To this was anfwerit, That paritie amangs minifters was nocht to be lyk» 
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and wald nocht be. And put the cais, it behoued to ftand, becaufe of dur 
conftitutiones and ordour. They fould be pares and alyk as minifters, whow-*: 
beit, in refpect of thair ciuill office and Lordfchipe, they war abon the reft. 

Nixt, perpetuitie wald bereaue and defraud the Kirk of the benefit and Ik 
bertie of eiectioun and choife of the meitteft for the turn pro rei naUe commodo, 
for it is fure that all men ar nocht meitteft for all turnes, etc* Anfwerit i 
The meitteft fould be chofin at the beginning, wha wald grow ay meittar and 
meittar : alfo that it was frie to the Kirk till adioyne fie as they pleafit fa 
tham for counfall and affiftance. It was replyit, That fie as war adioyned 
wald nocht tye hard to rpafone nor vott in Parliament, Conventiones and 
Counfall. 

Thridlie : Manie alterationnes befalls to mortall men : They may be feik in 
body, fall in offences, qiihilks albeit nocht mak tham worthie to be depofit, 
(nam difficilius ejicitur quant non admittitur hqfpes), yit may difgrace them ia, 
that they becom vnable and vnmeit to do anie guid in comoun turnes ; they 
may tyne the gifts of mynd and vtterance, etc. In fie ceafles this perpetuitie 
will defraude the Kirk of an in that roum ; for fie a man, an or ma, can nocht, 
nor will nocht, be depofit, and a Commiffionar in his place will nocht be ad-, 
mitted. 

It was anfwerit, The number of minifters admitted and ordeined to vott, 
viz. fiftie, was fa grait, that whowbeit an, twa, thrie, four or ten or twoll, war 
away,, ther might be a new behind. Replyed : It wald be lang or fie a num- 
ber war weill fett down and prouydit with guid Lords leivings in Scotland; 
and when they war, ther might be a new, and rnair nor a new, behind of the 
guidnes they wald be of; bot an guid man might be mair ftedable to the 
Kirk nor an and fiftie of that fort. 

Fourtlie ; Gif thefe men ferae for the prince and fteat, whowbeit againft 
the weill of the Kirk, the prince will meantein tham ather be his authoritie 
and moyen amangs the breithring in Aflemblies, having ther lyff and gear in 
his powar, fa that they will nocht fear depofitiouh ; or whowbeit the Aflem- 
blie wald depofe tham of the minifterie, yit wald the King caufe him keipe his 
Lordfchipe and Leiving. And fa fould they fett thamfelues to be advengit on 
the Kirk to hir wrak. 

. Anfwerit ; Ther was na thing fa guid bot might be bathe ill fufpected 
and abbufit, and fa we fould content with na thing. Replyed : That we dout- * 
ted of the guidnes, and had over iuft caufe to fufpect the euill of it. Du- 
plyit : That ther was na fault bot we war all trew aneuche to the crafU— Bot 
Qod mak W9 all trew aneuche to Chryft, fay we* 
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Fyftlie and Laft: This perpetuitie will overthrow the powar and liberties 
of the Afiemblies of the Kirk, and altar the Chriftian government of the Kirk 
to Antichriftian hierarchic placing perpetuall Commiflionars or Bifchopes 
abone minifters and ther Aflemblies, and fyne fum minifteriall head mon be 
abon tham, the hie way to Paprie. At leaft the haill powar of the Kirk and 
Generall Aflemblie fitlbe in the hands of thefe twoll or threttein, wha I war- 
rand yow, will tak na limitat Commiffioun from the Generall Kirk, bot to rea- 
dme and vott as they think beft for the weill of the Kirk forfuthe ; fa this 
Epitome will abolifhe the grait wark, and the Generall Aflemblie will becom 
to be bot a Ghaptour of thefe Bifchopes, and fkarflie that. 

Anfwer: Thefe Caveattes hes prouydit for all thefe inconvenients weiil 
aneuche. Reply : Thefe comentares wilbe tedius to reid, and ill to remember, 
and the text taken to be fchort and cleir aneuche in the felff. 

In end ther was alleadgit a number of inconvenients that fould fall out giff 
thefe vottars war nocht perpetuall : — 1. That his Maieftie and Efteattes wald 
nocht admit tham in parliament vtherwayes, and fa we fould lofe the grait 
benefit. Anfwer, Facilis iactura. 2. That the minifters fould ly in con- 
tempt and povertie. Anfwer : It was thair maifters cais befor tham ; it may 
ferae tham Weill aneuche to be as he was ; and better povertie with finceritie, 
nor promotioun withe corruptioun. 3. That vthers wald be promouit to that 
jroum in parliament, (for his Maieftie could nocht want his thrie Efteattes,) 
wha wald oppres and wrak the Kirk. Anfwer : Let Chryft, the King and 
adxengar of the wrangs done to his Kirk, and tham dell togidder as he hes 
done befor ; let fie wha gettes the warft. 4. That it could nather ftand for 
the weilfear of King nor Kirk, nor Comoun weill. Anfwer : It was beft that 
God thought beft 5. That it wald be fafhius and confufe ilka yeir to chufe 
Commiffionars. Anfwer : Na profit nor pleafure without pean taken, and 
experience haid proven it maift eafie and ordourlie. 6* That it wald breid 
variance and contentioun, whill a end wald preas to haue fie, and another fie, 
and fa forthe. AnlWer : Tak away profit and honour, and contentioun will 
ceas. 7. Men wald be that way difgraced, now fett vpe, and now fett by and 
caft down, and fa difcuragit from doing guid. Anfwer: He, that thinks 
it difgrace to be employed as Gods Kirk thinks guid, hes lytle grace in him, 
for grace is given to the lawlie. 

Thus after a thrie or four houres dealling in the formar heades, it was 

thought infifted lang aneuche theron ; and therfor the poinct remeaning con- 

2 Q 
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cerning the nam of thefe vottars in parliament fould bear, was proponit to be 
reafoned vpon. 

It was reafoned for the affirmatiue : That aggreing vpon the mater and 
fubftance, it maid nocht what nam war giffen it. And feing the parliament 
laft haid granted to the mater, vnder conditioun the minifters votting in par* 
liament fould bear the nam and office of bifcbopes, quhilk was alfo a name of 
Scripture, we fould nocht Hand till aggrie therto, left the refuting of the name 
fould mak the benefit to be refufed, quhilk his Maieftie haid gottin pall in fa- 
wours of the Kirk with grait peanes and difficultie. 

It was anfwerit : That the nam hri&xoxot being a Scripture nam, might be 
giffen tham, prouyding, that becaufe ther was fum thing mair put to the ma- 
ter of a bifchopes office then the Word of God could permit, it fould haue a lytte 
eik put to the nam quhilk the Word of God ioyned to it, and fa it war beft to 
baptife tham with the nam that Piter 1 Cap. 4 giffes to fie lyk officers, calling 
tham a*>*rpot*i<rxovouf 9 war nocht they wald think fcham to be merfchallit with 
fie as Piter fpeakes of ther, viz. murderars, theiffs and malfactors. And ve- 
relie that goflbpe* at the baptifine (gif fa I dar play with that word) was na 
litle vokie for getting of the berns name. 

But in erneft it was reafonit on the contrar, That the nam of Bifchope could 
nocht be giffen tham for thefe reafones, the quhilk war nocht fullie handlit, 
nor replyed vnto, partlie for want of tyme, and partlie for want of patience, 
becaufe of litle fpeid in the purpofe. 

' 1. Giff they fould gett the nam of Bifchope, they behoued to haue it athei* 
as it was taken properlie in the Word, or as it was comounlie conceauit be 
the peiple. Bot nather of the twa could thay : Nocht as in the Word, becaufe 
it fould be applyed to fignifie that quhilk could nocht ftand with the Word, as 
hes bein declarit, except it war, Judas epifcopatu*: And nocht as it is com* 
ounlie taken, becaufe then it fould import the corruptioun of Antichriftian 
and Anglican bifchopes, contrar to the Caueats. 

2. That quhilk offendes the Kirk of God fould be efchewit, altho a thing 
indifferent, for la it becomes euill. Bot this nam of bifchope offendes the 
Kirk of God in this land. Ergo. 

8. That quhilk iuftlie may (klander the minifters and bring tham in dif- 
grace fould be avoidit, bot giffing to them of that name will iuftlie iklande* 
tham ; becaufe, thefe twentie yeirs thair doctrin from the pulpit hes foundit 
againft bifchopes, till they war vtterlie o verthrawin i And now fa foone to turn 

* This was Mr Audi** 
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our toiing far hope of ritches and promotioun, and change our not, with the 
dok on the vther fchoulder, will it nocht offer iuft occafioun of fldander ? 

4. That quhilk may and will bring in tyranie and corruptioun in the Kirk, 
is nocht to be admitted within the lam. Bot this will do it : For bearing 
♦hat nam that caries with it the fignificatioun of bifchopes corruptiones amangs 
the peiple, all the Caveattes will nocht keip it therfra, namlie from insequa* 
litie, preeminence and lordfchipe over the breithring. For they wilbe fa 
efteimed and faluted amangs the reft of the Lords in Parliament and Court* 
and I warrand yow thair maners and faciones will eafelie fram thervnto, 
bringing from Court to Kirk fie behauiour as they drink in ther ; for being 
callit Lord at ilk a word, and bruking principall roumes in Court and Parlia- 
ment, they will luik verie foure gif they want the lam in Kirk and amangs 
the breithring and peiple ; yea and be ficcar in ther even at plat, Court and 
vtherwayes, whom they think to contemne tham, and nocht giff tham thair 
fiylles and honors. 

And la for that night leat we war dimiffit* 



Vpon the six of Nouember, the breithring wryttin for being aflemblet again 
with his Maieftie, the Moderator reported fchortlie the things conferrit vpon 
the laft day, requyring yit, that gif ther was anie man wha was nocht latif- 
feit anent the heads conferrit vpon, that they wald yit infill ; and gif all war 
latiffeit, they fould proceid to the poinct remeaning anent the nam. 

It was anfwerit planlie be the brethring that ftud againft this new forging 
of bishopries, that they haid hard to and fra reafoning vpon the poincts pro- 
ponit ; they war throuche and latiffeit in their awin iudgments for the treuthfe* 
and rather confirmed fordar therinto nor anie wayes moued to the contrar, for 
ought that haid bein fpokan ; wherin they haid hard na thing out of the 
Word of Odd quhilk might warrand that conclufion of the laft Aflemblie to 
thair confeience, or anie thing yit buildit, or to be buildet thervpon. And in 
fpeciall Mr Andro appealit the Moderator, Mr Dauid Lind&y, maift weghte* 
lie and vehementlie on his confeience, That feing he was an of the antient 
fathers of the Kirk, wha was prefent at la manie godlie and graue afiemblies, 
hauldin & manie yeirs anent thefe maters, and wharin they war cleirlie de* 
cydit be the Word of God, whow could he now mak fie a propofitioun, or 
think that anie ikttlit man in the treuthe, could, be a light conference, wherin 
the Word of God haid bein rather profaned then holelie, reuerentlie and 
grauelie vfit, be moued to alter his judgment, and be latiffeit in the contrar. 
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The word of the profaning of the Scripture was takin in verie euill part 
be the King, and anfwerit courteouflie with a lie ; whowbeit, the fpeaker 
condemnit himfelff for vndewtifull handling of the Word, als weill as anie 
vther. Sa the King in end brak af the conference thug in effect : — That he 
haid bein mouit be the Commiffionars to apoinct this conference, for fatiffac- 
tioun of Ac as war nocht refoluit, that maters might proceid mair paceablie 
and vniformalie ; bot feing he perceavit men to be fa full of thair awin con* 
ceattes, and preoccupied in iudgment, that they plafed thamfelues mair and 
mair, and war rather obfirmed in thair opiniones, nor moued to giff place to 
reafone, he wald leaue the mater to the Aflemblie. Giff the Aflemblie wald 
receaue the benefit quhilk he offered, and conclud in the mater accordinglie, 
he wald ratefie thair conclufioun with a fanctioun ciuill of his law, that nan, 
following thair particular and privat conceatt and opinioun, fould be permitted 
to fpeak againft the publict ordinance of the Aflemblie. Gif the Affemblie 
wald nocht embrace the benefit, let them wait themfelues giff graitter porertie 
and contempt cam vpon the Kirk. As for him, he could nocht want an of 
his efteates ; he wald put in that roum, and thefe offices, lie as he thought 
guid, wha wald accept therof, and do thair dewtie to him ' and his conntrey. 

Finis. 

1600. — The laft night of Februar therefter, my father in law Jhone Durie 
departed this lyff, wha, as he leived happelie, walking with God in prayer 
day and night, fa he died, glorifeing God with grait ioy and affurance of euer- 
lafting lyff and weilfear. For efter he haid called for the Magiftrats and 
Counfall of the brouche, and exhorted tham, and admonifhed of certean things 
for thair weill, bathe togidder and feueralie, and ficlyk the Eldars of his Sef* 
iioun, and diuers of the brethring of the minifterie ; and at laft, efter he haid 
put his hous in ordour, and directed, inftructed and conforted his wyff and 
childring prefent, he takes him to privat meditatioun and prayer, and ther* 
efter inquyres what day of the monethe it was ; and being anfwerit to him, 
that it was the laft of Februar, and the morn the firft of Merche, " O ! then," 
fayes he, " the laft day of my wretched pilgrimage, and the morn the firft of 
my reft and glorie." Nocht lang therefter, dely vering his faull in the hands 
of God throw Jefus Chryft, leaning his head to his eldeft fonnes breift, wha 
held him in his armes, maift quyetlie and fweitlie giffes vpe the ghaft. He 
was vpright, zealus and falon familiar with God. Sa that, gif anie thing haid 
bein heauie and doutfome, he haid na refolutioun, reft nor releiff, till he haid 
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fund it in meditatioun apart with God. And furlie, bathe in his particular 
turnes and publict effeares, when things feimed falon hard and dangerus, 
whowbeit of nature melancolius and feirfull, he wald gett grait aflurances, as 
namlie of our retourn out of England, and of our faiftie fra the Spainyars, 
he fchew me oft tymes that his God aflured him, night and day therof. What- 
euer haid com confortable to him, incontinent apart to prayer and thankfgtf- 
fing ; his haill conference and fpeaking vpon the warks of God to the glorie 
of his name ; all vther things was (as he vfit that word oft, tyn tyme) bot va- 
nitie and tiniall of tyme, to him. Sa that I may fay, the haill courfe of his 
lyff that I knew, was an vnweireing and conftant occupatioun in doctrine, 
prayer and praife. The mair I think on him, the mair I thank God that euer 
I knew him ; praying God, that, as I haue fein the outgeat of his conuerfa- 
tioun, (as the Apoftle £ayes, Heb. xiii, 7,) fa I may follow the fam in fathe. 
He oft regrated and inveyit vpon the warldlie fafones and biffines of the mi- 
nifterie, laying, he fearit they fould becom als vyll in the peiples eis as euer the 
preifts war. And as concerning this mater of bifchopes, my vncle Mr Andro 
expreffit his mynd therm in his Epitaphes, quhilk being maift pertinent for 
that quhilk was euer at his deathe in hand, I haue heir infert. He defyrit, 
indeid, emeftlie to haue levit till the Aflemblie, quhilk was hard at hand, 
that he might haue difchargit his mynd to the King and breithring ; bot that 
quhilk alyve he could nocht, Mr Andro fupplied fathfullie efter his deathe.* 



Epitaphium D. JOAN. DURiEI, pastoris integerrimi et fidissimi Celurcani, 

QUI DIEM EXTREMUM CXAUSIT, CAL: MART: 1600. 

Durius ore tonans, Edena paftor in Vrbe : 

Arcnit a ftabnlis, quos dabat aula lupoa. 
Cerarcft in ccelum migranit nunc, quia non qnit 

Arcere a ftabnlia qnos dabit aula lnpoa. 

Ipse de se, sice J. D. pastoris fidelis, 

TESTAMENTUM ET BITREMA VOLUNTAS. 

Intomri ipfe tuba grandi, com his fait et £m ; 

Arcere a ftabnlia qnos dabat aula lnpos. 
Nunc cedo ftatione lubens, com non dator vltri 

Arcere a ftabolis, qnos dabit aula lnpos. 

* Nota. — It is gnid to be boneft and vprigbt in a gnid canfe, for the gnid canfe will honour fie 
a perfone, bathe in lyff and deathe. 
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Aliud de Synodis. 

Res grata ac iocmida fait, mihi coetibus inter- 

efle facris, quando lancta corona fuit, 
Nudc patribna fanctis, quia fuccreffere profani; 

Qua mihi com diris fpes vlolare lapis ? 

Aliud. 

Cam fait Archi-vnus mihi Cbriftas epifcopas ; vni 

Viuere et in vita hac, vita, placere fait. 
Nunc poftquam Archi-vnus non Chriftus epifcopus ; vni 

Vt Chrifto moriar flat mihi vita mori. 

Aliud. 

Celurcffi expectabam, vitro regemqae patrefqae, 

£t fanctam in Lethi limine concilium. 
Quo maltam obteftarer ego regemqae patrefqae 

Eft qui oaiam cuftos, re fiet inde lupus. 
None quia me e terris fablimem ad fydera cobH, 

Dux mens imperio de ftatione vocat ; 
E cadis obteftor ego regemqae patrefqae, 

Eft qui ovium cuftos, ne fiet inde lupus. 

Ad Symmistas. 

Ardna res, totamqae hominem, hac res vna requirit, 

Coelefte in terris pafcere ouile Dei. 
Hac vocat ille ovium Paftor bonus, illc vocatos 

Et regni atque aliis avocat a ftadiis, 
Hanc vnam imponit cam follicitadine curam, 

Qoam feret impen&m, prsemia magna ferens. . 
Ceetera de manibas veftris non ille requiret ; 

Neglecti at poena* exiget officii. 

EXTREMA VOLUNTAS ET VERBA, AD RfiGEM. 

Compellat Regem diuino carmine vates 

Durius, in mti limine dulcis olor. 
Inclyte Rex, qui tarn mihi regom a rege fecundus ; 

Qoam fpe reque omni rege priore prior* 
Fro te vitam vitro obieci vel mille pencils; 

Fro te vota Polo millia mnlta tali ; 
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Pro te quo pugnaui animo, qua mente precatas ; 

Hac mente, hoc animo, hoc te precor mum abiens. 
Ne regnum coslefte geraa mortalibus aufis ; 

Neu facer Antiftes rex taa fceptra gerat, 
Myftica pertractent myftse, regalia Regee, 

Publtca inre fuo, pubHcus ordo gerat : 
Da diuina Deo : cape rex tua, fint foa plebi : 

Diftinctum imperium fob Joue Caefar habet. 

Finis. 



The Epitafhes of a maist vpright and faithfdll Pastor, Jhone Durie, Minister 

of Montrose, wha bird the first of Mercbe, 1600, 

Io Edinbrouche the thoundring of Jhone Done weUl was harde, 
When conrtlie wolffea from Chryftea flok he fogged and debarde. 
Now in Montrofe to hearin he flites, for greiff that he can nought 
The courtly wolffea debar from Kirk, quhilk Chryft he* deirlte bought. 



His Testament or Letter Will, he vtterino it of Himselff. 

I blew a trumpet terrible, when right and fredom feru'd, 

To mak Chryft* flock from courtlie wolffea be keiped and preferu'd, 

Bot now I willinglie man yield, fen that we may na mair 

Keipe Chryft hia flock from conrtlie wolffeai wherof we ftandin fair. 



Ane vther of the Assemblie. 

A gratfull and a pleafand thug to me it was to bie 
Ay prefent in Aflemblies, whare Gods fenrands I might fie. 
Bot now for holie fathers, when profane vfurpes the place, 
To byd and yeaule with wicked wolffes, I can nocht haue a 



Ane vther. 

When Chryft was onlie Arche-bifchope, I pleaiure haid to byde, 
To him to line, and him to pleife, I lyked tyme and tyde. 
Bot now fen onlie Chryft is nocht Arche-bifchope, I do chafe 
To die to him, and. ay to Hue,- and all the warld refafe. 
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Ane vthek. * 

I lniked gladlie for the King and breithring at Montrofe, 
And at the dur of Deathe to fie Aflemblie maid of thoie ; 
That I might erneftlie obteft the King and breithring all. 
That keippara of the icheipe fould nocht to wolffiihe falbnes fall. 

Bot fen that now from erd till heavin, my Captan does me dam 
According to his right, I do befeik tham all for fchame, 
Fnrthe of the hearines obtefting bathe the breithing and the King ; 
That keipars of the flok of Chryft, do nocht aa Wolffes owering. 

To his fellow Ministers. 

A thing maift hard, and qnhilk reqnyres the man all haill indeid, 
Is heire on erthe the hearinlie flock of Chryft to gyd and feicL 
That paftor gnid to this does call, the fain doee feparat 
The called from all warldlie cares, as to him dedicat ; 
And this as onlie cear he does withe grait follicitade 
Impone, and of rewards for it does promife multitude. 
And as for vther things, he will nan of your hands reqnyre, 
Bot fathlea neghgens of this, he plagges with burning fyre. 

His Letter Will and Words to the King. 

Jhone Dnrie with a rem denyne, does call Tpon the King, 

As fweitlie finging fwan, when deathe his dayes till end did bring. 

O noble King, whom I efteim to brnik the fecond place 

Nixt ynder him wba is abon, and firft in euerie cace. 

For thie I ieopard bane my lyff in danger manie an ; 

For thie my praer hes aydant bein, bathe public and allan, 

And withe what mynd I praed for thie, and with what hart I faught, 

Withe that (km mynd and hart at deathe, this on thing I haue faught ; 

Let nocht the heavinlie Kirk of Chryft be rewlde on erthlie wayes ; 

Let nocht the pallors for to twitche thy fcepter interpryfe. 

Let minifters, all myftic things, and Kinglie Kings intreat, 

Set conniallars for ciuill things, and Lords into thy feat. 

Giff things deryne to God, — tak thyne-^let peiple hane ther awin ; 

For rnder Chryft, the King impyre, diftinguift hes and knawin. 

Finis. 

The Generall Aflemblie convenit at Montrofe in Merche 1600. Ther was 
the King in maner wounted occupied with his Commiffionars, The Modera- 
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tor laft,* delyverit verie guid doctrine befor noone, bot he was brought in 
effect to recant it at the efter noone befor the haill Afiemblie, to the grait 
greiff of guid breithring, a grait ftepe from a preceife honeft minrfter to a 
bifchope of the new ftrak, quhilk he becam the yeir efter. 

The fiun polecie was vfit to gett a Moderator for thair purpofe, quhilk was 
in the Synod of Fyff formentioned. For they put a nomber of the beft and 
maift eftimed breithren vpon the leittes, wharby the ring leaders in votting 
was remoued, and the vottes of the beft breithring diffracted, fum giffen till a 
man, an fum to an other ; and in the meantyme, fie as the King was lure of, 
ged all a gett 

Nixt it was thought beft to put the choife of the haill Afiemblie vpon the 
conference, and ther to reafone all maters, wharby they might knaw what to 
bring in publict, and whow. 

In the conference firft was intendit a treatie for vniform confent and ag- 
greiment in opiniones, and therfor it was thought guid that four of the an 
opinioun, and four of the vther, fould go afyde to a chalmer tham alean, and 
confer togidder ; the quhilks aggreing, wald giff guid hope of an vniuerfall. 
Thir aught lpendit an efter noone verie fructfullie, for we war verie plean, 
fquar, and compendius, efter proteftatioun befor God to be fecret ; and indeid 
I luiked for fum guid effect of our trauelles. But on the morn, when we on 
our part war readie to continow and go fordwart, the King wald haue na mair 
of that form, but wald haue the reafoning in the publict conference befor him- 
felff and certean of his Counfall, with the haill number of tham that war no- 
minat be the Afiemblie vpon the conference. And fa we entered in reafon- 
ing as followes : 

Certean Arguments vfed and proponed in the Conference at the General! 

JJJemblie hauldin at Montrqfe in the moneth qfMerche, 1600, with 

the Anfwer giffen at that tyme 9 fhortlie minuted. 

Fibst, the Act of Parliament 1597, the title wharof is, " That aU Minif- 
ter* prouydit to prelacies fould haue tot in Parliament? was requyrit to be 
redde, — the tenor wharof followes : 

Our Soueraine Lord and his Efteattes in Parliament, haueand fpeciall confideratioun and regard 
of the grait prraileges and immunities granted be bis Hines predeceflbura of maift worthie memorie, 
to the balie Kirk within this realme, and to the fpeciall perfones ezerceifing the offices, titles and 
dignities of prelacies within the lam ; qnhilks perfones hes ener reprefented an of the efteattes of 

* Mr Peter Blakburn, now Bifchope of Aberdein. 

2 a 
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this realme in all conventiones of the finds efteattes : And that the faids priu3eges and fridomea hea 
hein from tyme to tyme renewed and confermed in the fam integritie and conditioxm wharin they 
war at anie tyme of befor : Sa that his Maieftie acknawlages the faming now to he fallin and be- 
coming vnder his Maiefties maift fanorable protectioxm. Therfor his Maieftie, of his great zeal I 
and fingnlar affectioun, quhilk he alwayes hes to the advancment of the trew relligioun prefentlie 
profefiit within this realme, with adrys and confent of his Hines efteattes, ftatates, decernea and 
declares : That the Kirk within this realme, wherin the fam religionn is profefied, is the trew and 
halie kirk ; and that fie pallors and minifters within the faming, as at anie tyme his Maieftie Jail 
pleife to prouyde to the office, place, tytle, and dignitie of a bifchope, abbot, or vtber prebt, fall 
at all tyme heirefter haue vott in parliament, fiklyk and als frielie as anie vtber ecclefiaflicall pre* 
lat haid at anie tyme hygean. And als declares that all and whatfumener bifchopries prefentlie 
yacand in his Hines hands, qnhilks as yit ar vndifponit to anie perfone, or qohilks fall happin at 
anie tyme heirefter to veak, falbe onlie difponit be bis Maieftie to actuall preatchars and minif- 
ters in the Kirk, or to fie vther perfones as falbe fondin apt and qualified to yfe and ezerceife the 
office and functionn of a minifter and preatcher ; and wha in thair pronifionnes to the faid bifchop- 
ries fall accept in and vpon tham, to be actuall parlors and minifters ; and according therto, fall 
practife and exerces the faming therefter. Item, as concerning the office of the faids perfones to 
be pronydit to the faids bifchopries, in thair fpiritoall polecie and government in the Kirk, the 
Efteates of Parliament hes remitted, and remites the faming to the Kings Maieftie, to be aduyfit, 
confulted, and agreit vpon be his Hines with the Generall Aflemblie of the minifters, at fie tymea 
as bis Maieftie fall think expedient to treat with tham thervpon : but preiadice alwayes in the mean 
tyme, of the iarifdictioun and difcipline of the Kirk, eftabliihed be Actes of Parliament, maid in 
anie tyme preceiding, and permitted be the faids actes to all Generall and Prorinciall Aflemblies, 
and vther whatfomeuer Preibyteries and Seffionnes of the Kirk. 

" That the Conftitutioun of the Generall Aflemblie hauldin at Dondie 1598, 
takin as it is meined efter the mynd of the fore fett down Actes of Parlia- 
ment, is flat repugnant to the Word of God." 

Argum. 1. 

" Antichriftian and Anglican epifcopall dignities, offices, places, and tytles, 
and all ecclefiaflicall prelacies, ar flat repugnant to the Word of God. Luc. 
22 ; i. Tim. 3 ; Tit. 1. ; i. Pit. 5 ; Math. 28, etc. 

" Bot fie is that quhilk is fett down in the act of parliament foreplaced, and 
meined in effect be the conftitution of the laid Aflemblie. Ergo." 

Anfwerit : That all corruptionnes of thefe bifchopries ar damned and re* 
iected ; and as to the act of parliament, it was alleagit to be formed and fett 
down be the invyours of the Kirks weill, of purpofe that the benefit might be 
refufed, and the kirk to \y over in the auld miferie and contempt. 

Argum. 2. 
" That the Minifters of God feparat from the comoun effeares of the warld, 
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fanctefied and confecrat to the rainifterie of Gods worfchipping and faluatioun 
of his peiple, fould tarn agane to the warld and bear a comoun office and 
charge therin and effeares therof, is flat repugnant to the Word of God. 

" But fit it is that this Conftitutioun will impon that on the minifter3 of 
God. Ergo." 

The propofitioun is proven be thir places following. Num. 3, 44, 45. "And 
the Lord fpak vnto Moles, faying, Tak the Leuites for all the firft born of the 
childring of Ifraell, and the Leuits falbe myn : I am the Lord." Num. 18, 6. 
" For lo, I haue taken the Leuites from the childring of Ifraell, quhilk as a gift 
ar giuen to the Lord, to do the feruice of the Tabernacle of the Congregatioun." 
Deut. 10, 8. " The fam tym the Lord feparat the tryb of Leui, to bear the Ark 
of the Couenant of the Lord, to ftand befor the Lord to minifter vnto him, 
and to blefe in his nam, vnto this day." Deut. 18, 9. " The priefts and the 
Leuites. fall haue na part nor inheritance with Ifraell, for the Lord is thair 
inheritance, as he laid vnto tham." Acts, IS, 2. " Now as they miniftred vnto 
the Lord, and faded, the Holie Ghoft faid, Separat me Barnabas and Saull for 
the wark whervnto I haue called tham." Rom. 1, 1. " Paull, a feruant of Je- 
fus Chryft, put apart to pretche the Euangell of God." 

The aflumptioun is proven be the Act of Parliament, whar, vnto the mi- 
nifterie is adioyned an office to be giffen be the King, called the office and dig- 
nitie of a bifchope or ecclefiafticall prelat ; and in the conftitutioun of the 
Aflemblie, it is determined to be of a mixt qualitie partlie, or halff ciuill, halff 
eccleiiaftic. 

This argument was anfwered be denying the aflumptioun, and fa the Act 
6f Parliament and conclufioun of the Aflemblie ; and planlie declarit that they 
fould bear na comoun office nor charge in things ciuill. 

Argum. 3. 

" That the Minifters of Chryft fould be diftracted from preatching of the 
Word and doctrin, is flat repugnant to the Word of God. 

" Bot this office and dignitie of a bifchope, votting in parliament, &c. will 
diftract Ergo." 

Luc 9, 59. " Chryft fayes to an, Follow me ; wha anfwerit, Let me firft go 
burie my father. Chryft anfwerit, Let the dead burie the dead ; and go thow 
and preatche the gofpell of the kingdom of God. Another fayes, Maifter, I 
will follow th£, bot let me firft go and tak ordour with my houfe. Chryft 
anfwerit, Na man putting hand to the pleuche, and hiking bak, is meit for the 
Kingdom of God." 
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Deut. 33, 8. " And of Leui he laid, Let thy Thummim and thy Vrim be 
withe the holie on ; faying to his father, and to his mother, I have nocht fein 
him, nather knawes he his breithring, nor his awin childring, bot obferues thy 
word, and keipes thy couenant. They teache Jacob thy iodgments, and Ifraell 
thy law ; they put incenfe before thy face, and brunt offrings vpon thyn altar. 9 

Act. 6, 2. " Then the twoll called the multitud of the difeiples togidder, and 
faid, It is nocht meit that we fould leaue the Word of God to ferae the Tables," 

The argument takin from thir places, concludes ftronglie. For giff thefe 
maift neceflar, naturall, ceconomic, yea, and ecclefiafticall offices, fould nocht 
diftract from the preatching of the Word, mikle les fould ciuill effeares and 
offices haue place to diftract. 

To the quhilks it was anfwerit, that they fould nocht be diffracted, bot ne- 
ceflarlie imployed in pretching of the Word, and in doctrine at thefe folem 
and comoun tymes, for the weill of the haill Kirk and Comoun Weill. 

Argum. 4. 

" Whofbeuer ar in tyme and out of tyme, day and night, to be occupied in 
the biflines of thair calling, fould be freed and haue immunitie from all vther 
turnes. Bot fa aught and ar the Faftors of the Kirk to be occupied. Ergo." 

I. Chron. 9, 33. " Thefe ar the cheiff fathers of the Leuites, abyding in the 
Chalmers (of the temple) exemed (from warldlie turnes,) becaufe day and night 
the wark (of the temple) lay on tham." 

II. Timoth. 4. " I atteft thfc befor God, and the Lord Jefus Chryft, wha fall 
iudge the quik and the dead at his appeirance and kingdome : Preatche the 
Word ; be inftant in tyme, and out of tyme ; convict, reproue, exhort with all 
lang fuffring and doctrine. Watche in all, fuffer aduerfitie, fulfill thy mi* 
nifterie" 

I. Tim. 4, 15, 16. " Tak cear of thir things ; be occupied in thir ; that thy 
forderance may be manifeft to all men. Tak heid to thy felf, and to the doc* 
trin ; abyd or remean thervpon : for in doing fa, thow fall faue bathe thy felf 
and them that heirs th£." 

Johan. 21, 15, 16, 17. "So, when they had dyned, Jefus faid to Simon Pi- 
ter, Simon, fone of Jonas, lowes thow me mair nor thefe ? He faid vnto him, 
Yea, Lord ; thow knawes that I loue th£. He faid vnto him, Feidmy Lambes. 
And fo thryfe." 

Act. 20. 20. " I pretched publiclie and throw euerie houfe ; I warned euerie 
an, night and day, with teares ." 
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Anfwer to this was : They lalbe occupied in na tiling by ther calling. 



Argum. 5. 

« To mak the charge of laulles la light, that therwithall another may be 
ioyned and born is direct againft the Word of God. Bot, Ergo." 

Ezech. 34, 1, etc. " And the word of the Lord cam vnto me, laying, Sone 
of Man, prophefie againft the Paftors of Ifraell, and fay vnto tham : Thus 
fayeth the Lord God, Wo be to the paftors that feid thamfelues ! fould nocht 
the fcheiphird feid the flocks ? Yie eat the fatt and cleitheyow with the woll, 
bot yie feid nocht the flock. The weak haue yie nocht ftrainthned ; the feik 
haue ye nocht healed, nather haue yie bund vpe the broken, nor brought 
again that whilk was driuen away, nather haue yie fought that quhilk was 
loft, etc They war Scattered without a fchiphird, and the fbheipe wandrit," etc 

Zachar. 11, 17* " O, idoll fcheiphird that leaues the flok, the fword lalbe 
vpon his arm, and vpon his right ei. His arme lalbe clein dryed vpe, and his 
right ei lalbe vtterlie darkned." 

Act 20, 20. "I keip bak from yow na thing that was profitable, but haue 
fthawed yow, and haue taught yow opinlie, and throw euerie houfe. 26. I 
tak yow to record this day that I am pure fra the blood of all men. 28. Tak 
heid vnto yourfelues, and to all the flock, wharof the Halie Ghaft hes maid yow 
owerfiara, to feid the Kirk of God, quhilk he hes purchafied with his awin 
blod. 31. Therfbr watche, and remember, that be the fpace of thrie yeirs I 
ceafed nocht to warn euerie an, bathe night and day withe teares." 

Fit 5, 2. " Feid the flock of God, caring for it with a readie mynd. 8. Be 
fbber, and watche ; for your aduerfar the deuill goes about lyk a roaring lyon, 
feUring whom he may deuore." 

II. Cor. 2, 15. " For we ar vnto God the fweit fauour of Chryft, in tham that 
ar faiffed, and in tham that pearifhe. 16. To the an we ar the fauour of death 
vnto deathe, and to the vther the fauour of lyff vnto lyff : and wha is fuffident 
for thefe things ? 17* For we ar nocht as manie, quhilk mak merchandis of 
the Word of God, but as of finceritie, but as of God, in the fight of God we 
fpeak in Chryft." 

Heb. 13, 17. " Obey your gydes, and be fubiect to tham, for they watche 
ouer yowr faulles, as lie as fell giff a compt for tham." 

The Anfwer was be denying the affumptioun, and la, as in all ther an- 
fwers, in effect denying the thing they war doing. 
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Argum* 6. 

" The iumbling and confounding of Jurifdictiones and callings, quhilk God 
hes diftinguifit in perlbnes and maner of handling, is againft the Word : Bot 
fa it is that this Conftitution imports that expreflie, terming thair office to be 
of a mixt qualitie. Ergo." 

Num. 18, 4, 7. " Yie fall keip the charge of the Tabernacle of the Congre- 
gatioun, for all the feruice of the Tabernacle, and na ftranger fell com neir to 
yow. The ftranger that cometh neir falbe flaine." 

The minifters then [ar] of Gods fervice, and the ciuill adminiftrators ar 

ftrangers ane to an vther, and fould nocht be confoundit vnder pean of deathe. 

II. Chron. 19, 11. " Behauld, Amaria the preift falbe cheif ower yow in all 

maters of the Lord ; and Zebadia the fone of Ifmaell, a rewlar of the houfe of 

Juda, falbe for all the Kings effeares." 

Math. 22, SI. " Giue vnto Ceefar that quhilk is Caefars, and to God quhilk 
is Gods." 

Deut. 22, 9, 10, 11. " Thow fall nocht faw thy vynyeard with diuerfe kynd 
of feids, leaft thow defyll the increals of the feid quhilk thow hes lawin, and 
tHe fruict of the vynyeard. Thou fall nocht plow with an ox and an afe to- 
gidder. Thow fall nocht wear a garment of diuers fortes, as of wollen and 
linning togidder." 

This was anfwerit be a denyall of iumling and confufioun, bot with a grant- 
ing of cohioyning and coniunctioun, and fa all ane, and bewraying of the pur- 
pofe quhilk they feimed befor to deny, viz. to conioyne a ciuill office with an 
ecclefiaftic. 

Argum. 7. 
u That the officiars of Chryfts Kingdome fould meddle with things nocht 
perteining therto, is totonfiotmiawmm againft the Scripture. I. Pit. 4, 1 5. Bot 
polytic and ciuill effeares ar fie. Ergo." 

Johan. 6, 15. " Jefus then knew that they war to com and tak him and mak 
him thair king, he withdrew himfelf vnto the montan alan." 

Johan. 18, 36. u Jefus anfwerit and faid vnto Pilat, My kingdom is nocht of 
this warld." 

Luc. 12, IS, 14. " An of the multitud faid vnto him, Maifter, fpeak to my 
breithring, that he may deuyd the heritage with mie. He laid vnto him, O 
man, wha maid me iudge or parter ower yow ?" 

Johan. 8, 11. " Jefus laid to the adulteres, Nather do I iudge thie ; go, and 
fin na mair." 
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It was anfwerit, That the fpirituall and ciuill functionnes differs nocht in 
fubiect, bot in maner and form of handling and treatting of ane and the lam 
fubiect to diuers endes ; and that Chryfts officers falbe vrgit to handle things 
ciuill na vther wayes bot lpiritualie. 

Argum. 8. 

" That Chryfts minifters fonld bear warldlie preeminence, bruik ambitius 
ftylles, and be callit «*fyro», gratius Lords, is againft the Word of God. But 
this conftitutioun will permit, yea, and mak tham fa to do. Ergo." 

Math. 23, 6. " The Scribes and Pharifies loue vforoxxurcoy at foupers, and 
>*?oTo*a$ttyaf in the Synagoge, falutatioun in the mercats, and to be called 
Rabbi. Bot be yie nocht callit Rabbi, for yie haue a Maifter *a&nrnh& Chryft ; 
and yie ar all breithring, &c. Let him that is grait amang yow be feruant; 
for whafoeuer will lift himfelf vpe falbe caft doun, and he that will demit 
himfelff fidbe lift vpe." 

Luc. 22, 25. " Ther enterit a contention amang them wha fould be the 
maift or graitteft. But he laid vnto tham, The Kings of the nations bears 
rewll ower tham, and ar called fafyrrai, gratius Lords. Bot be yie nocht fa ; 
bot he that is maift amang yow, let him be as leaft, and he that is the gyd as 
the feruant." 

Math. 20, 26. " Bot it fall nocht be fa amangs yow ; bot whofoeuer wilbe 
grait amangs yow, let him be your feruant" 

To this was anfwerit, That this quhilk they war about to do, fould nather 
permit nor mak warldlie preeminence nor ambitius ftylles. 

Argum. 9. 

" That the fouldiour of God fould be involued in the effeares of this lyff, is 
flat repugnant to the Word of God : Bot this will involue him. Ergo." 

Num. 4, 3. " From threttie yeir auld, and aboue vnto fiftie yeir, all that is 
meit to tak on this warfear, to do the wark in the Tabernacle of the congre- 
gation." 

II. Tim. 2, 3, 4. " Thow therfor fuffer affliction ; as a guid fouldiour of Je- 
fus Chryft. Na man that warreth, intanglit him felff with the effears of this 
lyff; that he may pleafe him wha hes fchofen him to be a fouldier," &c. 

Anfwerit : They fall nocht be involuit, nor fould nocht, be the nature of 
ther 
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Argum. 10. 

" The magiftrat and ciuill rewlars pretched nocht the Word, nor niinifters 
facraments, nor exerceifes fpirituall difcipline, acknawlaging thefe things im- 
pertinent to thair fiinetioun. Ergo, Nather fould the minifters mak ciuill 
lawes, nor iudge and rewell conform therto." 

Anfwer : It was nocht meinit be that voting in Parliament, that the mini- 
fters fould vfe iudicator ciuill or criminall, or anie part of the magiftrats of- 
fice. For that the King was onlie Judge in the Parliament, and the Efteattes 
gaue but thair aduys. 

Argum. 11. 

" That quhilk wantes bathe precept and exemple in the Evangels, Actes and 
Epiftles of the Apoftles, and in the haill ftorie and wreittings of the Chriftian 
Kirks, till almoft aught hounder yeirs efter Chryft, and at what tyme the 
Papes cam to that fchamles vfurpatioun of bathe the fwords, and fett himfelff 
in that chair of peftilence and pryde, treaddlng on the neks of emperours and 
kings, &c. is na wayes to be admitted Or fufferit in our reformed Kirk. 

" Bot fie is this new office of a mixed qualitie. Ergo." 

For anfwer to this was broucht furthe exemples of the Auld Teftament ; 
Melchizedek, King and Preift ; the government of the Kirk in the families of 
the Patriarches. Item, Mofes and the Leuittes, wha war apointed iudges and 
interpreters of the law athort the land. 

To this replyed : Melchizedek, Mofes, nor the Hie Preift, can nocht be ex- 
emples for the Evangelicall minifterie, being types of the heid and foverau 
hiche King and preift, the Lord Jefus Chryft. Alfo Mofes and Aron war 
breitbring indeid ; bot efter Arones conlecratioun buir diftinct offices, fchaw- 
ing ws that the eccleliaftic and ciuill rewlars fould liue as breithling, bot 
euerie an to be about thair awin office and calling for vthers mutuall weilfear. 
As for the government of the families, ther was an vther reafone therof, then 
of cities and comoun weilles, in fa far as he that rewles his familie, rewles bot 
himfelff ; bot wha rewles a citie or comoun welthe, governs manie families ; 
therfor Arift. 1. Pol. makes an effentiall difference betwix the adminiftra- 
tionnes of a republic and familie. And finalie, as for the Leuittes, they re- 
prefentit na ecclefiaftic euangelicall office ; and concerning thole that war 
apointed ansiv OW OTffiHft called in the Gofpell y?<W«™fc giff they reprefented 
anie office vnder the Evangel], it was the office of doctores, la that ther by the 
Doctors fould be apointed votters in Parliament 
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Argum. 12. 

* The fubiect of the office of a minifter, and of a citiill warldlie office, ar di- 
ners and contaar ; therfor an can nocht be occupied in bathe." 
. Rom. 8, 5, 6, 7. " They that ar efter the flefhe, fauour the things of the 
flefhe ; but they that ar. efter the fpreit, the things of the fprit* The wefdome 
of the fleche is deathe ; but the wifdom of the fprit is lyff and peace. The 
Wefdome of the flefhe is enemie againft God : it is nocht fubiect to the Law of 
God, nather indeid can be." 

' 1 Cor. 2, 12. " We haue nocht receaued the fprit of the warld, but the 
fpreit quhilk is of God, that we may knaw the things that ar giffen to ws of 
God ; but the naturall man perceaues nocht the things of the fprit of God ; 
for they ar folifhnes to him. Nather can he knaw tham, for they ar fpiri- 
tualie decernit" 

1 Jhon. 2, 15* 16. u Loue nocht the warld, nor the things that ar in the 
warld : Giue anie man loue the warld, the loue of the father is nocht in him ; 
for all that is in the warld (as the luft of the fleche, the luftof the eis, and the 
pryd of lyff) is nocht of the father, but of the warld. And the warld paflethe 
away, and the luft therof, but he that fulfilleth the will of God, abyds for euer. 

It was anfwerit : That this argument was againft warldlie, vnchriftian, and 
vnfanctified ciuill offices qpd actionnes. Replyed: That manie alleadgit 
Ghriftian war mair impius and iniuft, nor the Ferfian, Grecian, and Roman. 

Argum. 18. 

" The maner of doing of the an is in lyk maner aduers to the vther, as i$ 
euident of the fern places, and manie vther. Ergo." 

And heir was pertinentlie vfed the Apollog of J&fope anent the Colziar and 
the Wakar ; wharof the Colziar defyrit to dwell befyde and with the Wakar, 
alleaging manie commodities that might com to bathe. Bot the Wakar, weill 
advyfit, refilled altogidder ; w For it is nocht poflible, fayes he, but thy oc« 
cupsrtioun will mar myne, for thow makes blak, and I mak whait." 

Argum. 14. 

" Thair end ar alfo contrar : The minifters offiee being to fifhe men out of 
the fie of this warld vnto God ; quhilk they can nocht do giff they ly plunging 
in the warld thamfelues." 

Thus kid Chryft to his difciples, Piter, Jhone, &c— « Follow me, and I 

will mak yow filchars of men." 

2s 



826 MR JAMES MELVILL'S DIARY. 1608. 

Argum. 15. 

" The experience of the Kirk in all ages fen that corruptiouti ehterit in, and 
namlie in our awin age, nocht onlie amangs the Papifts, bot in our nibour 
land of Einglarid, and amangs ourfelues, cleirlie proues, and loudlie cryes, 
That it is nocht poffible that they can ftand togidder. Therfor the Quein of 
Einglands dictum is, when fche makes a bifcbope, * Alas ! for pitie ! for we 
haue marred a guid preatchour to day.' And what geppes of gear our 
bifchopes hes bein in Scotland, and is, the haill cowntrie kennes. 

" The experience alfo of the godlie pallors teatches tham this, when they 
haue bein bot neuer fa lytle, and of neceffitie occupied in the warld, whow 
hard it is to gather thamfelues again, and gett the hart fett towards God and 
thair fpirituall dewties and actionnes— Qui ambulat in fole, coloratur ; qui 
tangit picem inquinatur ; qui frequentat aulam et curiam, profanatur. Forum 
Fontificis Petrum ad Chrifti abnegationem adegit. Quae eft corporum confti- 
tutio, ea eft et morum. Circumpofito aere calido calefrimus, et rurfus firigido 
frigefcimus. Sic cum fanctis fanctus eris, cum peruerfis peruerteris. 

" Math. 6. 24. " No man can feme twa raaifters ; ather fell he hait the an, 
and loue the vther, or cleiue to that an, and defpyfe the vther : Yie can nocht 
ferue God and Mammon.' 9 

Argum. 16, 

" Nature and the fam experience hes dyted this axiom and proverbe, A of- 
fice for a man is aneuche ; and, Manie yrons in the fyre, fum will cull. Ther- 
for, the wyfe men in nature, Plato and Arrftotle, in thair Republics, fttte 
down the fam «V vyx h and banifles therfra ofou oxofc/xww and tyvfyrvavas jttftru-t 
merits ferving for ma vifes at annes, as vnprofitable, and that fpilles things, &c. 

" Now gif in a ciuill comoun weill by the light of nature, in Jkbieeto homo* 
genio, a turn and office is aneuche for a man, furlie it is na wayes convenient 
nor poffible, that in Jkbieeto heterogenio, viz. bathe in Kirk and Comoun weill, 
a man can bear twa offices." 

Argum. 17. 

* That quhilk hes bein as a pelt efchewit, ftreatlie fbrbiddin be Actes* and 
ftoutlie ftand againft in publict doctrine, and at all aflembltes, fen thd firft 
planting of the finceritie of the Gofpell within this realm, fould nocht now 
be perfwafioun and moyen of Court, be brought in within the Kirk : But fie 
is this. Ergo." 
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The Actes of our Generall Afiemblies forbids a minifter to ioyne with his 
minifterie the office of a notar, houfbandrie, or laboring of land, hoftelarrie, 
&e. vnder pean of depofitioun. 

TheodL Beza ad Knoxium, Epift, 79 :— f 1 Sed et iftud (mi Kaoxe) te ceterof- 
que fratres velim meminifle, quod iam oculis pene iplis obverfatur : ficut epif- 
copi papatom pepererunt, ita fpeudo epifcopos papatus relliquias, epicureif- 
mum tenia invectnros. Hanc peftem caueant qui faluam ecclefiam cupiunt, 
et cum illam e Scotia in tempore profligaris, ne quaeib illam vnquam admittas, 
quantum vis vnitatis retinendae fpecie, quae veteres etiam optimos multos fefel- 
lit, blandiatur." 

* 

Argum. 18. 

And Laft: The iudgment of the fathers and doctors of the Kirk, antient 
and modern, auld and new :— Tertullian, Cyrillus, Primafius, Ambros, etc. 

Tertull. deldololat. cap. 18.—" Si poteftatem nullam ne in fuos quidem ex- 
ercuit Chriftus, quiboa fordido minifterio functus eft, fi regem fe fieri, confcius 
Ihi regfii refugit, ptaiiffiare dedit formam fuia dirigendo omni faftigio et fug* 
geftu, tarn dignitatis quam poteftatis. Quis enim magis his vfus fuiflet quam 
Dei filius ? quales enim fafces producerent ? quale aurum de capite radiaret 
uifi gloriam fieculi alienam, et fibi et fuis iudicaflet ? 

• " Ideo, quae noluit reiecit, quae reiecit damnauit, quae damnauit in pompa 
diaboli deputauit/* 

Cyrillus in Joan. lib. 3, cap. SO :-— " Honor et gloria mundi fugienda funt 
lis, qui volunt gloriam Dei conftqui." 

Primafius in 2 Tim. 2 : — " Comparatione militum vtitur, vt oftendat multo 
magis, Dos a negociis fecularibus Jiheros efle debere vt Chrifto placeamus, fi 
etiam feculi milites, a reliquis feculi actibus vacant, vt poffint regi fuo placere." 

AmbroB. in Epift. 2, Tim. 2 : — " Ecclefiafticus autem idcirco Deo fe probat 
vt huic deuotus officium impleat quod fpopondit, in Dei rebus follicitus, a fecu- 
lari negocio alienus. Non enim convenit vnum duplicem habere profeffionem." 

Bernard, de Confider. lib. 2. cap. 4 : — " Apoftolis interdicitur dominatus, 
ergo tu vfurpare aude, aut dominus apoftolatum, aut Apoftolus dominatum, 
plane ab vtraqueprohiberis; fi vtrumque fimul habere voles, perdes vtrumque." 

Idem*-*-" Non manftrabunt vbi quifquam Apoftolorum aliquando iudex fe- 
derit botninum, aut diuifor terminorum, aut diftributor terrarum, ftetiffe de- 
nique lego apoftolos iudicandos, fedifle iudicantes non lego." 

Can. Apoft Can. 80 :— " Dicimus quod non oportet Epifcopum aut pre(by> 
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terum, publids fe adminiftrationibus immittere fed vacare, et cammbdum fe 
exhibere vfibus ecdefiafticis. Animum igitur inducito hoc non facere aut de- 
ponitor. Nemo enira poteft duobus dominis feruire." 

Vide Gregor. lib. 1. Epiftolarum. Epift 5. ad Theotiftam, Imperatoris fo- 

rorem. 

Synod. Nicen. Can. Syla. et Conftant. — " Nemo clericus vel diaconus vel prefc 
byter propter caufam fuam quamlibet intret in curiam, quoniam omnis curia 
a cruore dicta eft : Et fi quia clericus in curiam introeat, anathema fufcipiat, 
nunquam rediens ad matrem ecclefiam." 

Damafus et Cone. Neocar. et Antioch. Anno 371 :<— " Epifcopi qui fecularibus 
intenti curis greges chorepifcopis vel curiis commendant, videntur mihi mere- 
tricibus fimiles, quae ftatim vt pariunt, infantes fuos aliis nutricibus tradunt 
educandos, quo fuam citius libidinem explere valeanjL Sic et ifti infantes fuos, 
i. populos fibi commiffos aliis educandos tradunt, vt fuas libidines expleant, 
i. pro fuo libitu fecularibus curis inhibent, et quod vnicuique vifum fuerit 
liberius agant. Pro talibus enim animae negliguntur, cues pereunt, morbi 
crefcunt, haerefes et fchifimata prodeunt, deftruuntur ecclefiae, facerdOtes viti* 
antur, et reliqua mala proueniunt Non taliter dominus docuit nee Apoftoli 
inftituerunt. Sed ipfi qui curam fufcipiunt ipfi peragant, et ipfi proprios 
manipulos domino reprefentent. Nam ipfe ouem perditam diligenter quae* 
fiuit, ipfe inuenit, ipfe propriis humeris reportauit, nofque id ipfum facere per- 
docuit Si ipfe pro ouibus tantam curam habuit, quid noe miferi dieturi 
fumus, qui etiam pro ouibus nobis commiffis curam impendere negligimus, 
et aliis eas educandas tradidimus ? Audiant quaefo quid beatus Jacob dixerit 
focero fuo : — ' Viginti annos fui tecum ; oues tuae et capre fteriles non fuerunt ; 
alietes gregis tui non comedi, nee captum a beftia oftendi tibi, ego damnum 
omne reddebam, et quidquid furto perierat a me exigebas : die noctuque eeftu 
vrgebar et gelu ; fugiebat fomnus ab oculis meis.' Si ergo fie laborat et vigilat 
qui pafcit oues Laban, quanto labori,quantifque vigiliisdebet intendere qui pafcit 
oues Dei ? Sed in his omnibus nos inftruat qui pro ouibus fuis dedit animain." 

Caluinus in Epift. nd 1 Tim. 2. :— •* Semper paftorem meminifle oportet ve- 
teris proverbii, Hoc age, quod fignificat ita ferio incumbendnm efle peragen- 
dis facris, vt ftudium eius et intentionem nihil alhid impediat." 

P. Martyr, in loc. Com. Clas. 4. cap. 13. — " Diftingui oportet has functiones 
eiuilis et ecclefiaftica, quia vtraque earum feorfim totum hominem leguirit : 
imo vix vllus vnquam repertus eft qui alterutram recte obire poflet, adeo eft 
difficilis vtraque prouincia." . . . . , 
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- Synodus 4 Carfhaginenfis. — " Vt Ejpifcopus nullam rei familiaris curam 
ad & reuocet, led vt lectioni et orationi et verbo prsedicationis tantum modo 
vacat" 

Synod. Calcedon. (Ecumenica. confeflu 15*—" Ne epifcopi, clerici et monachi 
pebus fe polyticis implicent, aut praedia aliena conducant." 

Sexti. Vniuers. Synodus Conftantinopolita. Con. 80. — " Epifcopis non com- 
petere ecdefiafticam et politicam eminentiam. Epifcopus aut prefbyter aut 
diaconus, militia vacans, et volens vtrumque, prindpatum romanum et fa- 
eerdotalem dignitatem deponitor: Nam quae Caeferis funt Cafcferi, et quae 
Dei Deo." 

- Ex Epiftola Concilii Africani ad Papam Celeftinum.— " Executores etiam 
ekricos veftros quibufque potentibus nolite mittere, nolite conoedere ne f iimo- 
fiim typhura feculi in ecclefiam Chrifti quae lucem fimplidtatis et humilitatis 
diem Deum videre cupientibus praefert videamur inducers" 

Synod. Macrenfi^— u Nee Rex, pontifids dignitatem, nee pontifex regiam po- 
teftatem fibi vfurpare praefumak Sic actionibus propriis dignitatibufque a Deo 
diftinguntur ; vt et Chriftiani reges pro aeterna vita pontificibus indigerent, 
et pontifices pro temporalium rerum curfu regum difpofitionibus vterentur, 
quatenus fpiritualis actio a carnalibus diftaret in curfibus, et ideo militans 
domino minime, fe negotiis fecularibus implicaret, ac viciffim nod ille rebus 
diuinis prefidere videretur." 

Synodus Romana, an. 1215.—" Vniuerfis derids interdidmus, ne quis prae- 
textu ecdefiafticae libertatis fuam de caetero iurifdictionem extendat in praeiu- 
dicium iuftidae fecularis : vt quae funt Caeferis reddantur Caeferi, et quae funt 
Dei, Deo." 

Bohemi quatuor articulos Bafilienfi Synodo proponunt, quorum fecundus 
eft :— u De duili dominio, quod interdictum clericis diuina lege dicebant— 
Gefiierus de Synodis." 

Of tfair and the lyk places, the Andents and Neotoriks are full and cleir 
when euer they treat of this mater. 

Thir arguments being la ftrang and deir, could nocht be denyit, therfor in 
effect they war all granted ; and yit they fought be all the labor and meanes 
they could, to gett it paft in aflemblie be manieft vottes, u That thefe vottars 
in Parliament fould Hand in the perfones chofen, ad vitam." Bot it was be 
manie honeft and guid breithring mightelie withftud in open aflemblie, fe that 
in votting it pail againft tham, and was concludit annuatim. 

My vnde, Mr Andro, cam to that aflemblie, bot the King called for him and 
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quarrelit him for his coming ; wha, efter the auld raaner, difchargit his con- 
fcience to him with all fredome and zeall ; and going from the King in grait 
feruencie, laid, putting his hand to his crag : — " S r , tak yow this head, and 
gar cut it af, gif yie will ; yie fall fooner get it, or I hetray the caufe of 
Chryft." And fa he remeanit in the town all the whyll, and furnifit argu« 
uients to the breithring, and mightelie ftrynthned and incuragit thanu 

« 

. This yeir, in the monethe of Auguft, the fyft day therof, the Erie of Gow- 
rie, and his brother Mr Alexander, war flean be the Kings folks at St Jhon~ 
ftoun, for a maid hid and horroble confpiracie, intendit be tham to haue cut 
af the King ;* and, in the monethe of Nouember therefter, forfiaultit in Parlia*- 
ment, &c. The King immediatlie therefter lend ower the word to the Coun- 
iall that was at Edinbruche, commanding the minifters of Edinbruche to pub* 
lis the raaner in pulpit, and moue the peiple to giff thankee with tham to God 
for the Kings preferuatioun. The minifters gladlie aggreit to thank God for 
the Kings delyverance, but to declar and preache the maner in particular as 
a treuthe of God out of pulpit, becaufe the informationes war diners aitd Yn* 
certean, they refufit. This occafioun was gripped at till vndo that minifterie, 
quhilk ofteiieft and maift crofit the Court in all euill proceidings, and was the 
graitelt auband fmd terrour to Seflioun, nobilitie, and all the land, to keipe 
tham from impietie, iniuftice, and all wickednes. The King cam to Edin- 
bruche, whar he wqs receavit with grait concourfe, and paft in perfone to the 
mercat cors of Edinbruche, and thair caufit his awin minifter, Mr Patrik Gal- 
loway, mak a declaratioun of the mater to the peiple, the quhilk the King 
himfelff fecoundit and confirmit, to moue the peiple to dewtie and thankful- 
pes. Therefter fatt in counfoll with his ordinarie counlalloujrs, and gaue out 
a facrilegius fentence againft the minifters of Edinbruche, vfurping Cbryft 
and his Kirks place and authoritie, depofit tham from pretching the Gofpell 
within his countrey for euer ; quhilk was a houndreth tymes war nor if be 
form of ciuill proces he haid hangit tham ; becaufe of the vfurpatioun of 



* A little befor, or hard about the day of this accident, the fie at an inftant, about a law Water, 
debordet and ran vp abon the fie mark, hier nor at anie ftream tyd, athort all the writ fyde of Fyft 
and at an inftant reteired again to al maift a law water, to the grait admiratioun of all, and flcatbe 
don to fum. 

About that fam tvm, lying in Kinkell, I dreamed my wyff was dead, and wakning apprehendit 
the fam, fa that with grait heavines of hairt, I nrarned for hir all that day, even efter I knew the 
contrar. And indeid therefter fche was ftrucken with fie infirmitie, that fche could nocht be a 
wyfftomie. 
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Chiyfts iurifdictioun and his Kirks, wha hes onlie powar to call and depofe 
his fervauts. 

The Dron, the Doungeoun, and the Dranght, 

Did mak tkair cannon of the King, 
Syn feirfullie withe ws they faught. 

And doun to dirt they did ws ding. 

Therefter the Commiffionars war wrettin for to Falkland,* whar the mater 
was fchawin ws at lainthe, and ordeanit that the Synodalls fould convein and 
aggrie anent a form of publict thankfgiffing, and apoint a certean to convein 
at Edinbruche in the monethe of October following, to tak ordour with the 
minifterie of Edinbruche. 

At that Synod hauldin at Dumfermling, I, being Moderator, cam from it to 
the King at Falkland, and (chew his Maieftie the forme of thanldgiffing con- 
cludit And vfing that occafioun, maid humble fute for my colleg Mr Jhone 
Dykes ; and, God moving the Kings hart, obteioed libertie to him to glorifie 
God again, in the exerceis of his minifterie at our awin Kirk. 

Bgt being freed from that quhilk was na fmall exerceis to my mynd, being 
then refolued to haue left Commiffionarie, Court, and all that courfe, I was 
compelled of confcience to continow with a mair heavie and greiws fafcherie, 
labour and pean, bathe of mynd and body for that minifterie of Edinbruche ; 
for twa of the breithring being all commandit af the town, cam to my hous 
and vrgit me to continow in my Commiffionarie for thair caufe. The King 
wald haue bein at the planting of Edinbruche with vthers. I fchew him this 
could nocht be till the prefent minifters war depofit be the Kirk, or be his ci- 
uill indicator iuftlie cut af, giff fa they haid deferuit, for na honeft man wald 
tak ther roumes ower thair heid ; and certean I was that nan of the twa could 
be iuftlie done. 6a that of neceffitie they behoued to be repofit in thair awin 
roumes, or the places to veak ; alfo the peiple of Edinbruche thamfelues was 
a grait helpe, for they ftud honeftlie affected to thair awin, and wald agrie to 
nan vther. 

The meitting of the Commiffionars from all the provinces was at Halyrad- 
hous in October. Ther was lang reafoning and deuyfing anent the minifterie 
of Edinbruche ; bot do what the King could, they could nocht gett by that 

•At that tyroe being in Falkland, I faw a funambulns, a Frenchman, play ftrang and incredible 
prottika vpon ftented takell in the palace clos befor the King, Quein, and haill Court. This was 
politiklie done to mkigat the Quein and peiple for Gowries flauchter. Even then was Hcnderfone 
tryed befor ws, and Gowries pedagog wha haid bein bated. 
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quhilk I haid fpoken. Therfor the King declaring his determinatioun thai 
they fould neuer come in Edinbruche againe, and the Kirk thinking it hard 
that that minifterie fould veak, it was thought meit that the cais fould be 
fchawin to the minifters of Edinbruche thamfelues, and fie giff they wald con* 
tent of thair awin accord to yeild to tranfportatioun. For the quhilk purpoie, 
the King and breithring convenit directed Mr Wilyeam Scot, Jhone Carmi- 
chaell and me to fchaw this mater to the breithring of Edinbruche, and re- 
port thair anfwer. And when we war abfent, the King with his Commiffion- 
ars, and the breithring ther con veined, in what form I can nocht tell, nominate 
and chufes thrie Bifchopes, Mr Dauid Lindfay, Bifchope of Roe ; Mr Piter 
Blakburn, Bifchope of Aberdein ; and Mr George Gladfteanes, Bifchope of Cat- 
nes, apointing tham to vott for the Kirk in the nixt Parliament at the forfaul- 
terie of the Erl of Gowrey, without anie regard had to the Caveates or Con- 
cluiioun of the laft Generall Afiemblie. Wharof we knew na thing till that 
Convention was dimiffit. 

1601. — Sa that mater of the minifterie of Edinbruche. keipit me catching 
heir and ther all that wintar, with grait heavines of hart for the wrak of the 
libertie of Chryfts Kirk, overthraw of the Sion of his Jerufalem, the Kirk of 
Edinbruche, and baniffing from his natiue countrey of that mailt notable, vp- 
right, and halie fervant of Chryft, Mr Robert Bruce ; till in the fpring tyme, 
at the begining of Apryll, it pleafit my God, in fatherlie cear and affectioun, 
to delyver me from thefe publict vexationnes, be leying his hand on my awin 
perfone, and vifiting me with peanes and perplexities, of heavie feiknes of body, 
and grait conflictes of mynd, quhilk his Maiefties guid fprit and myne only 
knawes, and fall keipe in fecret till it pleafe him to infpyre ; fa that thefe ex- 
erceifes of my fpreit may be publifhed to his glorie, and confort of lie con- 
fciences as militattes vnder the ftandart of Chryft, in the feghting feilds of this 
erd and lyff. My feiknes, with the manifald fchowres of the vexationnes of 
mynd, continowed yeir and day ; bot he wha vphalds and confortes the con* 
treit and humble, did vphald and confort me, to whom therfor be euerlafting 
praife — Amen.* 

In the tyme of my feiknes, the Generall Aflemblie, apointed to be hauldin 

* Memor. — The Conference of Brintyland in the monethe of Merche. Item, the Synod of St 
Andros againft the Papifts, whar Mr Jhone Hamilton was excommunicat ; therat I taucht vpon 
the Teflament of Mofes concerning Leui, and pennit Articles and petitiones, prefentit tham to the 
King at Halirudhous, with lytle thanks or effect. 
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"at St Andros, was, be the Kings proclamation at Mercat croffes, commandit 
to be keipit with him at Brinteyland in the monethe of May. To the quhilk, 
whowbeit feik and vnable, it behoued me to wryt. The quhilk Letter the 
King tuk out of the Moderators hand and fufferit it nocht to be read, but 
keipit it in his awin poutche, and hes it leyed vpe, as I am informed, amangs 
his priuie wryttes as yit, for what purpofe tyme will declar. The copie whar- 
pf, word be word, I thought therfor guid to fett down heir : 

To the godlie Fathers and Breithring convenit in thia prefent Generall Afiemblie at Brintyland, 
May 1601, J. M. wiflethe grace, mercie, and peace from God throw Jefas Chryft, with the 
fpreit of fredorae, vprightnes and fathfnlnes. 

. H auinoe maaie wayes a calling to he prefent with yow at this Afiemblie, (godlie fathers and deir 
breithring) and fteyit onlie be infinnitie of body, efter a lang and foar feiknes, I conld nocht at leaft 
-bot comnmnicat my mynd with yow fchortlie in wryt. And firft as concerning his Ma*** : Sen 
it hes pkafit God .to indew him with fie a rare and lingular grace, as to refoloe to beftow him felff, 
4ns ftat, and all that God hes giflea him in pofieffioun, or tytle, for glorefeing of Chiyft, King of 
-Kings, in die meantenance of his gofpell and trew religionn ; and now to put band to inftice againft 
impietie, wrang and all oppreffioon, to kythe in effect the trew and ernelt difpofitionn of his hart.* 
I think it all oar partes to praife God vnceffantlie therfor, and to concur and ioyne with his Maief- 
tie in our calling to oar vttermaift, namlie in fteiring ype and moving the harts of his peiple to his 
reverence and obedience, yea, to beftow thair lines and all that they haue with his Hioes in that 
csafe, and in all his Maiefties effeares that may ferae for the weill therof. And trewlie they ar 
wordne to be acenrfed, and noclit brnik the nam of Cbriftian nor Scottes men, bot efteimed enemies 
to God, Reltigioun, and his Hines, that will nocht willinglie yeild beirvnto, as Deborah ayes, 
*< Curfe Meror, fityethe the angell of the Lord, code, becanfe they cam nocht to afiift the Lord 
againft the mightie." I wald wis therfor for this effect, as in the dayes of Afa and Joss, kings of 
Jada, namKe according to the derectionn of gnid Jehoiada the preift, that folemne covenants and 
bands, the Word of God and prayer going befor, war maid betwix God and the King, God and 
the peiple, and betwix the King and the peiple, beginning in this prefent Afiemblie, and fit going to 
Provindalles, Prefbyteries, and throw enerie Congregatioun of this land. 

Nixt, as concerning the Minifterie of Edinbrache, I hald faft that aggreiment of the breithring 
tbnveinet in Brintyland in the monethe of Mercbe laft ; and wald befeik the breithring of the Af- 
femblie till infill with his Maieftie, with the reafonnes fett down at that conference, and fie vther as 
God will furneife, ioyning prayer to God wha hes the Kings hart in his hand, wherby his Hines 
might be brought to yeild thervnto, as a fpeciall weill nocht onlie of the Kirk, bnt of his Maief- 
ties efteat and effeares (gif God hes giffen me anie eis to fie anie thing in tham.) For by that, that 
the cbeiff blokhous of the Lords Jernfalem in this land can nocht, in my iudgment, be weill forte- 
lied without tham. In my confidence I knaw nocht braner trompettes to inenrage, moue and fett 

' * Nota. — The King haid maid grait profeffion and promifes anent relKgionn, vnderftaading that 
the Jefnittes in England war his conenrrit enemies ; and haid latlie execnt inftice vpon grait per- 
fonages for oppreffioon notahlie. 

2 T 
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fordwart the peiple to his Maiefties obedience and affiftaneey when orcafioun of his Maiefties wech- 
tieft effears may crane the fem. And trewlie, when I pas throw the formes of proceidinga with 
myfelff to fpy ont what may befall in end, I can nocht fie gif it be weill, bot it wilbe repoffeffioun ; 
for procefies wilbe fund hard ; tranfportatioun fall of fafeherie and inconrenients, and in end fectlea 
wanting contentment ; therfor the beft man be repoffefiioun, wherrnto I pray God his Maiefties 
hart may be inclyned as the haiil breitheringes ar I ain fare. 

Bot ther is heir an incident (deir breither) of graitter importance nor all the reft, wheranent I 
mon nocht onlie exhort yow, bot in the nam of Chryft charge and adiure yow, as yie will anfwer 
to Him vpon your fidelide in his fernice, that yie endeuour to redres it. This is that intereft qohilk 
Chryft foftenit be that act and decreit of Connfall, wherby the miniftera of Edinbrucho ar depofit 
from pretching in anie tyme heirefter, becaufe they refufit to pretcbe and giff thankes as Was en- 
ioyned to tham be the faid Connfall ; the graitteft intereft that ener Chryft foftenit in this land, 
for gif he bee nocht foil powar to chafe, call and depofe his awin meflingers and ambafladours, he 
hes na powar at alL His Maieftie bes fchawin him felff, in my heiring diners tymes, willing that 
this fould be amendit; bot I feir the decreit ftands in the bniks without anie not thervpon. 
Forgett nocht this, bot remember it as the graitteft poinct yie haue to do. And let nocht, I hun*» 
blie befeik, his Maieftie and Connfall be mifcontent with the bringing of this in held, for the ho* 
nonr of Chryft, and feir of his inft wratbe BgtkA&cnft^tNiJMmuthttncnffnareJ^pranat, (Luc 
19, 14, 27.) oonftranes me; the qohilk I wis to be als far from his Hieneaand honourable Counfail, as 
from my awin hart and firall ; bot oontrarie wayes, that in the fawonr, and he the bleffing of Chryft, 
his throne, as the throne of Danid, may be eftablifhed and floriihe as the palmer 

Now as to the reft, renife your Caneattes, for conmptionn creipes faft on, and is oorrobomt be 
cnftom ; fight the conchifioun of your laft Aflemblie, sod fie giff maters hes prooeidit conform 
therrnto or nocht, giff it may pleife his Maieftie to permit thir thinges to be done at this tyme, 
(qnhilk indeid ar maift neceflkr to be done, Ttherwayes it is nocht poffible to keipe fra corruptioun). 
Fordar, the reftraining of the fridome of our Generall Afiemblies in the ordinar conrentionnes 
thairof, wald be heavelie compleanit Tpon and regratit to his Maieftie; forfeing we haue full 
powar and expres charge of Chryft, the onlie King of his Kirk, to meit and conrein togidder for the 
government therof, and hes our ordinarie conventiones annes in the yeir at leaft, and ofoer pro re nata 
approren be his Maieftie in his lawes and Actes of Parliament, (Pari* 1592, Act 1). Wharfor fould 
our meittings depend on licences, letters and proclamation**, namlie whifl rther efteattes, as of 
barrones and branches, ar permitted to vfe tber prinilage frelie ? Sail the Kirk of Jefns Chryft be 
les regardit, and reftranit in hir fredome and pritrilage, in a fetlit and conftitnt efteat, vnder the 
protectioun of a rare Chriftian magiftrat ? God forbid ! 

Finalie, my deir breithring, charitie and the lone of Chryft cotnatids me to mak yow warning be 
my experience, that in all your fpeitches yie refpect the trew profit of the Kirk, and of his Ma- 
iefties efteat ioynit tberwitb, and nocht prefent pleasuring. Now the trew profit is that qnhilk hes 
the warrand in the law and the Prophetes, whowfoeuer the reafone of men think of it. We fould 
be the monthe of God to all. His law fould be in our lippes, and trew wifilome in our mouthes* 
Our fpeitches fould be the fpeitches and oracles of God* And, as the lawers (ayes, It is fcham to 
fpeak without a law ; mikle mair fay we, It is fcham befor God and his angeles, and befor the 
Kirk of God, to the difpenfator of the heavinlie royfteries, to fpeak without Scriptoure and war* 
rand of the Word of God. Tak head to this, wtherwayes when God beginnes to tak yow afyde 
and racken with yow, and ley on his hand, as I thank his mtberlie affections he hes done with me* 
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yie will deteft from your hart the facionsee of this warld ; the wifUome of fleche and bluid, the 
example and miner of doing of this tyme in fpeciall ; yea, yie will repent and rew that ener yie 
knew or followed tham. 

In condnfioim, I ley down at your feit my Commiflionn» aa thepynnonr does his bnrding when 
he k owerleyed. It hes fpendit that wharon my numerous fcmilie (bold hane bein fufteined ; it 
hes greirit my mynd continnalie, and now, in end, it hes brought me in extream danger of my lyff ; 
wharfer I beleik yow burdiog me na mate with it, vnles yie wald hane my Urine. Now the Lord 
Jefus, of the fain lone that monad him to giff his lyff for his Kirk, govern and keipe the fam fra 
die polhrtionnes of this laft age; and mak wa, and all the laborers within theiam, ener myndfall of 
that grait day, when he fall com and call w» to a cotnpt of our difpenfationn. Amen. From the 
bed of my Infirmitie, the 12 of May, 160L 

Whowbeit, the King conceallit this Letter, and wald nocht fuffer it to be 
red, yit he followit the aduys of the firft part therof, and renewit the Cove* 
nant, to the grait confort of all the Kirk at that Affemblie, and ordeanit the 
lam to be done throwout the land. The King ther, as I hard, maid a confort* 
able confeffioun of his finnes and his fathe ; and pramefit maift weghtelie and 
folemnlie to abhor all papiftrie, idolatrie and fuperftitioun, and to liue and 
die in the trew relligioun wherin he was brought vpe, and whilk was pretch- 
ed and profeffit within his realme of Scotland prefentlie ; alfo to execut iuf- 
tice, and do all dewties of a godlie aid Chriftian King, better then ever befor. 
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Amakgs the mfllionea of tby mercies Lord, 
Whilks thow hes heaped on me all my dayes, 
This benefit of freche I mon recorde, 
To fteire me vp to thankfulnes alwayes* 

For even as Nature dytte, and all men iayes, 
He is a wratche ntworthie of the light, 
Wha is ingrat, and namlie in thy fight. 



And firft for to recompt my cearfidl cafe ; 
I was about the tryall of my lyf, 
The quhilk, as I may iuftlie fay, alafe 1 
I fand of enerie fin exceiding ryfc 

1 thank thy grace, with battel], greiff and flryf, 
But oftentyms oner whelm'd, euercom and win, 
Bo Sathans flight, the wicked warld and fin. 
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For whilk I fafted; pray'd, and roedhat 
Vpon the Word full oft and eroefUie : 
I did indure the chaftifmenta I gat, 
And vfed my felf in godlie companie. 

For all this fra my felf I could noeht flie, 
But fand a woiindronfe force that did witbftaod, 
And ofteft fin to have the rpperhand* 



Then laid I, Lono, Ifie. ther'e na nrawad 
For to put end to this offending this* 
All meanes I We in vean. It's onlie dead 
That will releiue me of thk mifera, 

Therfor, O I Lord, gif thow may pleafed bie, 
Cut af thir finfall dayes and talc me heme ; 
Na graitter gilt nor this I can acrtaiam 



Thus efter praer> I paulet a whyfa on demthev 
And thoucht it puffing fweit to think vpone, 
Till I perceaued an altering in my breathe, 
With fchnddring cauld and ganting ; then anone 

I hailed hame becaufe I was alone, 
And cal'd for chamber, fyre and bead firm hand. 
And ikarflie now vpon my felt might ftand. 



I went to bead, and on my bonk atteans, 

A crewall fiver ther vpon me feaf d, 

Wilk brunt vpon my Heche, my broid and beans; 

That I fuppofed now it haid thie pleafd 

Of all my troubles me for til) haue eaTd 
Be fending deathe, the meffingef of grace, 
To tak mie hame vnto my reftiog place. 



This meflage, wbUl I gladlie did abyde, 
Concluding witb my felf eiTuredlie> 
Be grait increffing feames in my fyde, 
In my concent it was a pleurafie ; 

And fa indeid it kytbe at laft to bie, 
And paft fum critik dayes withontin cure, 
Whilk maid me think my deathe wee fellon fare. 



j * 
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I thank thy grace a hottndreth thowfinid tyfe, 
I was refoln'd and bardie weill content ; 
Yit, left the meanes of lyff I fonld difpyfe, 
They for the Doctor and Chimrgiaa font ; 
Thow lukkrd (a, they cam incontinent, 
And eairfallie on one they did thair cnre, 
Bot O that wbyll whatpean did I indvre ! 



O pean, the ghen, the torment* and the rak,~ 
Wbow fear art thow to fillie fleche and blude ? 
Whow rexes thow the bead, the hart and bak ? 
But praff thy preaft can nodht be mderftode. 

While in thow raifches with thy fchowra fa rode, 
Ther is na/reft in bodie nor in mynd,. 
Nor nought can £\eafe the fitilUiie pya& 



1 thought ft f weft whh deireft deaabe to lodge, 
Tit felt the peflage peanrall, fonre and hard, 
I wald bane fean bent at my left ref age* 
Bot pean and fearnes ftirring me debar'cL 
I lyked nocht for to receive fk nar'd^ . 
Bot all mens lone to line did me aUitae, 
And murning.ikca* wborof I had the care. • 



For frinds and flock forme did faft and pray, 
The pyn'de, the weidow, and the fatberles 
Did cry on this, and fobbing fear did fay, 
" Delyuer, Lord, our helper from diftres.' 
(Bot I, alas I my God, rnworthie was, 
For I am* nought, and thow art all in ink, 
To whom perteines all praife esternalie.) 



tt 



Thus thow did mono thair nart, and hard thair praer, 
And bleft the meanes was rfed to mak mie heal! ; 
My feiknes ceafed daylie mair and mair, 
Till now all force of fiver clem did fealL 
Bot efter in my hand began to beall ' 
A ere wall Catarh, working mikle wa, 
Bathe mynd and bodie was tormentit fa* 
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My mynd was vex t with ftrange imaginations, 
My bodie haill tormented was whli pean, 
Whilk did aryfe of fympatbetic petfene, 
And na remead in man did now rameen. 

Then I on thie, my God, to caH was fean, 
And maid my prayer in ft ern'ft a waye 
A* I hope to remember all my days. 



To memorie I cafd qubiflc I had taught, 

And meditat into my mynd full oft ; 

« (Gods Word beietue, when oner it'a teatch'd we aught, 

Bot then ite baft, when it i* deweft ©eft. 

We all in eafe ar lotfafeme, weak and left; 
Bot when the crofe maka fieehe to fall the neU, 
Then ifl the Word right ftedai* indeed.)'' 



The fpedall poise* wan whow the Lorf Mbthm 
Hta awin in tym of thair maift flunrpe tentatiena ; 
Withe pitie grait, and merde he tham metne, 
Induring thair extremitie and paffione. 

Syn, efter prnff and tryaH of relations, 
He tham releiuee, and ginea tham reft in end, 
With graitter pleaflve »or euer tbey war pertL 



The praer was itbe, the praotif* Tery hara\ 
For to beleine and weat withe patience* 
Sic greinona pean tormented me, and maud 
That I could (karflie keip me but offence, 
Till neir difpearing toH of confidence, 
Thow tnrn'd thy face, and gane a pleaftnd Mink, 
Qnhilk perTt my hart, and deiptte ther did fink. 



Me thoucbt I few th yn eia with mortal! fight ; 

Bat weill I wat I felt th* effect indeid, 

For wha had faid to pale an nher night 

Thow fall haue ftiainthe, I wald bane thought they Mri, 

And yit that loik began atteans to braid 
Sic courage, confort, ftryothe and patience, 
Aa I hane euer to praife thyne excellence. 
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As Sydrak, Ntfek and A bednego 

Ley in the flaming furnace trie of harm*, 

Sa fullie was I fenc'd againft my fo, 

That thonche at fyre, & bkning was myn anna, 

I lot it ly, as it had bein bot wanne ; 
And fall fax dayes iadorit patientlie, 
TQl thow at laft with ioy releined mie* 



Let anie iadge whow grait my peaaa conU hie : 
When fonrtie dayes ar fullie paft and fpeat, 
And yit the mater rhmea ahfrnndantlur 
Out of my hand, and life deea relent t 

All praife to God wha mad me patient, 
Wha weill will core this, and all Tther woonde* 
That I for ener his benefits may fonnde* 



And to eonfea the trenthe rnto his glore, 
I find ten fanld of ioy and pleafnre fweit ; 
Mair than my feiknes and my pean before, 
Bathe in my bodie, and in to my fpreit. 

Lord, pnt in mie thonchts, words and warks that's meit, 
To be a Lifting facrifiee to tbie, 
Of tbankf nines even to the day I die. 



Lord, mak this lyff be /etknes ft perfen'd. 
And keep by tbie, ftill ferne tnto thy glore ; 
Lord, mak this. lyff, that's fa be due renen'd 
A new lyff, for to praifis tbie. more and mere ; 
Lord, let the ritches of thy mercies fore, 
Thus in fie pleotie powred vpen mie, 
Be to thy praae and glore mternalie* 



And fen from hepped herbrie I men now 
Laincbe farthe again into the ftermie fies ; 
I bnmUie pray tbie, Lord, thyne eare to bow, 
And grant to me as thow kens baft aeries, 

Me to preferao in all difficulties r 
And canfe me fyne aryne into that port, 
Where thy redeimed maks thair beft refort. 
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Tby Trie and conftant fpreit, O Lord, therefore, 
For Jefus feak, in whom thou rt weill content. 
Set in my fanll : that dewlie till adore 
Thie God in Cbryft, by him I may be bent, 

To furlie troft and rightlie to repent ; 
To rin my courfe, and ply my voyage out, 
Till I be failed and paft all kynd of doiit. 



And namlie fen the qnarrell of thy Chryst, 
Within this Land, reqayrs a dewetie 
Of doing, fnffiring, manie torn and tryft, 
Myn inftant fanll befeika vncefiantlie, 

Firft, what thow will, that I may planlie fie, 
Syn to be ftout withe readie vpright hart, 
Amanga the reft to play an honeft part. 

Finis. 



Merck 1602. 

JQUATORZAM. 

Skarse fra my right fyd paft the pitiua pean 

Of pungent pleurefie, when Catarha 
Maift cnrftlie kyth hir force to bane me (lean, 

Syn foone cam on this crewall Colica. 
In this refpect amanga tham ward of a, 

Becaufe fhe fetlea fa in my left fyd, 
That moneths ten can nocht hir weare awa, 

Bot ftikand ftill fhe ftabbnrnlie does byd. 
And namlie when I think I may confyd 

Sa in my helthe, that I may do my turns, 
Sic greinna grippe she maka me till abyd, 

Of feiknea feare, that all wha ilea me mnrna. 
But, Lord, fen tbey ar pledgee of thy Lone, 
Draw me be tham to Chryst in heaven aboue, 
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DlXAM. 

Lykas the raging tempefts in ibe fie 
Does crofe the covrfe of merchants in fie fort. 
That they ar fean to yeild, and let it bie, 
And call about, and feik the neiraft port : 
So when I'm fet my peiple to confort, 
And for my fanlles eafe to ferae my God, 
This crewall CoKc giues me battell mort, 
And dings me dead when I wald be abrod. 

Bat fen fie ftormes ar fend from God alone, 
Lord, grant contentment, Let thy will be done. 



THE END. 
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ALTERATIONS AND CORRECTIONS. 

Pro dating, p. 102, 1. 38, lege clanking, p. 101. 

Frojkqffat, p. 103, L 25, \egeJ1caffaJdj p. 102. 

Pro bamffes, p. 114, L 34, lege bamfled, p. 111. 

That is, p. 116, del. p. 116. 

Pro /or abbot, p. 121, L 27, lege/k atari; p. 117. 

Pro it, p. 119. 1. 9 from foot, lege as, p. 116. 

Yrojtarh, p. 122, L 4, legejtarts, p. 118. 

Pro q/JembUet, p. 136, 1. 26, lege qflembk, p. 129. 

Pro CambufkinnoU, p. 142, lege CamJbuJkinnoU, p. 134. 

iVbfe. The Editor has, however, been informed, that CambufkinnoU is fome- 
times nfed by old writers. 
Fro Afaes, p. 146, 1. 19, lege Ahaz, p. 137. 
We thus, p. 150, 1. 29, deleted. 
Pro 5gfaltne, p. 151, L 30, lege 50 pfalme, p. 140. 
Pro nocht, p. 158, 1. 9, lege not, p. 145. 
Pro lanthgow, p. 165, 1. 7, lege Linlithgow, p. 151. 
Pro lading, p. 186, L 19, lege lodging, p. 168. 
Pro had ridden, p. 190, Note, L 2, lege hoi ridden, p. 173. 
Pro a Calks, p. 194, 1. 16, lege at CaUes, p. 176. 
Is, p. 208, L 1, deleted. 
Pro beburs, p. 223, L 29, lege deburs, p. 204, 
Pro Ehdand, p. 233, L 13, lege Eingland, p. 214. 
Pro/wtf, p. 238, L 17, lege but, p. 218. 

Pro bem glaidUe haiffreceavit, p. 255, 1. 22, lege haiffbein glaidlie receavit, p. 229. 
And, p. 268, 1. 11 from foot, delete. 

Lard Sachars, p. 289, ihould be Lord Sanehar [Sanquhar], p. 254. 
Pro of, p. 298, L 21, lege to, p. 261. 
Pro ratified, p. 298, L 28, lege raUfie it, p. 261. 
Pro indiffentiie, p. 310, L 16, lege indifferently p. 271. 
Ye, p. 329, Note, 1. 2, deleted. 

Fro They quhilhs, p. 339, last line, lege The quhUks, p. SOS. 
Fro DeuU 18. 12., p. 352, L 16, lege DeuL 18. % p. 315. 
QO, p. 354, 1. 10, delete. 
Pro tL, p. 357, L 25, lege <%, p. 320. 
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Abercrombie, Gills, 30. 

— — — Thomas,-burgees of Montrose, SO. 

Achmoutie, David,-oBconomer of St Andrews Col- 
lege, 162. 

Adamaon, John,-burges8 of Edinburgh, 179. 

, Patrick,-returns to Scotland, 25 — his 
definition of Bishop, ib. — publishes Calvin's Ca- 
techism in heroic verse, 26— minister of Pais- 
ley, 42 — made Archbishop of St Andrews, 44 
—his dissimulation with the Kirk, 46— -public- 
ly called a knave by Mr Andrew Hay, 49— 
approves of the Book of the Policy, 87 — a great 
enemy to the Kirk, 91 — accused of consulting 
witches, 97 — his crafty behaviour, 98 — goes to 
London, and practises against the Kirk, 100 — 
gives out articles of discipline for the Kirk, 106 
— returns to Scotland, 116 — Bull granted to 
him by the King as head of the Kirk, 132— is 
excommunicated, 164— -excommunicates An- 
drew and James Melvill, ik— composes a work 
entitled Psyllus, which he dedicates to the 
King, 190 — his poverty, 195 — beseeches the 
Kirk to relax his excommunication, which is 
done, 196— his recantation, t#— his death, 198. 

Anderson, Mr Tnomas,-mini8terat Montrose, 17. 

, Richard, 18. 

Angus, Archibald, Earl of, 83— rises in arms, and 
occupies Stirling, US— flees to England, ib. — 
his character, 127 — returns to Scotland, 149. 

William, Earl of,-sends secret dispatches to 
Spain, for which he is imprisoned, 205— escapes, 
ib. — is excommunicated, 207. 

Anstruther, Captain Robert,-dies, leaving 2000 
merks to the parish of Kilrenny, 62. 

,* John, 7. 

, Laird of, 6. 

Arbroath, Lord of,-flees to England, 45 — marries 
the Countess of Cassils, 46. 

Arbuthnot, Alexander, ^principal of the Univer- 
sity of Aberdeen,)-reK>rms that college, 41— 
his death, 99 — his epitaph, 100. 

Argyle, Earl of, 59— defeats the Earl of Huntly 
at Glenrinnes, 213. 



Armada, the Spanisb,-wrecked on the coast of 
Scotland, &c, 174— Jan Gomes de Medina, the 
Spanish admiral, arrives in a miserable state at 
Anstruther, to— his conference with Mr James 
Melvill, 175. 

Arnot, John,-commissary clerk of St Andrews, 9 1 

Arran, Earl of. See Stewart, James. 

Arthour, Jaques,-slain in a tumult at St Andrews, 
183. 

Assembly, the General,-held at St Andrews, 24 
—meets at Edinburgh, 40— passes resolutions 
against the bishops, 43— convenes at Edin- 
burgh, abolishes the name of bishop, and ap- 
proves of the policy, 48— meets at Edinburgh, 
59 — manner of proceeding therein, 60 — held at 
Dundee, abolisnes bishops, 62— convenes at 
Glasgow, and ratifies the Book of the Policy, 
67 — at Edinburgh, 84 — at St Andrews and 
Edinburgh, 92 — gives forth the Greiffs of the 
Kirk, 186— convenes at Edinburgh and renews 
the Covenant, 232 — held at Perth, where the 
King's articles are discussed and answered, 266 
— difference between the Kirk's General As- 
sembly and the King's, 270 — meets at Dundee, 
272— its proceedings, 273 — again at Dundee, 
29 1 — prorogated, 293 — meets at Montrose, 312 
— its proceedings there, 313— at Burntisland, 
329. 

Atholl, Earl of, 59. 



B 



Balcanquall, Mr Walter-minister at Edinburgh, 
41— protests, in the name of the Kirk, against 
the acts of Parliament, 1 16 — withdraws to Eng- 
land, ib. — returns to Scotland, 149 — again flees 
to England, 248. 

Balfour, Mr James,-minister at Guthrie, 15 — 
marries Barbara Melvill, 42. 

, of Montwhanie, Michael, 204. 



-, Laird of, 173. 



Ballanden, Ricbard,-secretary to John Knox, 26. 

Bartas, Guiliaum Salust, S. du,-arrives in Scot- 
land, 170 — visits, with the King, the Universi- 
ty of St Andrews, ib. 
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Beatie, John,-Reader at Montrose, 18. 
Beaton, Archibald-commissary of Glasgow, 50. 
Beza, Theodor, of Genevan-procures Andrew Mel- 
▼ill the professorship of Latin in the College at 
Geneva, S3 — his commendation of Melvill, 34 
—sends bis Treatise De Triplici EpiscopcUum 
to Scotland, 43. 
Biggar, Mr Thomas,-minister at Kinghorn, 203. 
Bisbops,-the name and office declared by the Ge- 
neral Assembly to be common to all pastors, 43 
—the title and authority abolished, 48— with- 
draw themselves from the General Assemblies,59 
— the office abolished, 62 — re-established, 328. 
Black, Mr David,-minister at St Andrews, 198 
— accused of sedition, 217— declines the King's 
judicatory, 218, 257— released from ward, 272 
—deposed, 275. 

, Mr George, minister, 90. 

Blakburn, Peter,-professor in Glasgow College, 
38— minister at Aberdeen, 202-266-287— 
made Bishop of Aberdeen, 328. 
Blakwhean, Laird of, 202. 
Blythe, Mr David,-minister, Kirkcudbright, 203. 
Boid, Alexander,-his rebellious conduct at Glas- 
gow College, 53— deserts the College, 54 — as- 
saults Mr Janies Melvill, ib. 
— , Lord,-obtains the temporality of the bishop- 
rick of Glasgow, 37. 

, Master of,-intromits with the bishop-rents 
of Glasgow, 37. 
Bonaventura, Cornelius,-professorof Hebrew, &c. 

in Geneva, 33. 
Bonitone, Laird of, 254. 

Bothwell, Francis, Earl of,-rises in arms and op- 
presses the country, 185- — makes public repent- 
ance at Edinburgh, 186— attempts to seize the 
King, 198 — is for faulted and outlawed, ib. — 
appears openly in arms, 211 — -joins the Papist 
lords, 219. 
Bowes, Robert,-the English ambassador, 47, 186. 
Braid, Laird of, 65. 

Brechin castle,-besieged and taken by the Earl of 
Lennox from the Earl of Huntly, 21. This ex- 
ploit called the Bourde of Breadline. 
Brown, Gilbert, -abbot of New Abbey, 51. 
Bruce, Mr Robert,-minister, his birth and edu- 
cation, 105 — his ministry, 182 — appointed go- 
vernor of the kingdom in die absence of the 
King in Denmark, 186 — withdraws to England, 
248. 
Buchanan, George,-preceptor to James VI., 24, 35 
—publishes his History of Scotland, 86— his 
death, 87. 
, Thomas r 8choolmaster at Stirling, 88- 



269-272-276— his rudeness to Andrew Mel- 
vill, 289— rules the presbytery of Cupar, 292. 
Burley, Laird of,-oppresses St Andrews, 210 — 
accuses Mr David Black of sedition, 218. 



Caldcleuch, John,-master in St Andrews Col- 
lege, deposed, 88— quarrels Andrew Melvill, 88 
— flees to England, 145. 

Calderwoode, Laird of, 208. 

Cambuskenetb, Abbot of, 134. 

Car, George,-seized with secret dispatches to 
Spain from the Popish lords, 205. 

Carmichaell, James,-agent for the Kirk, 203. 
' , Mr John, minister, 328. 

Cassils, countess of,-marries Lord Arbroath, 46. 

Charles 12L, King of France,-his death, 35 — an 
epigram on, ib. 

Charters, Henry^burgess of Edinburgh, 179. 

Chisholme, Sir Jame8,-excommunicated, 207. 

Cbristisone, Mr Williams-minister of Dundee, SO, 
203. 

Clapperton, Mr John,-minister, Hutton, 203. 

Clark, RoberVburgess of Montrose, 13. 

— , Mr WiUiam,-minister at Abercrembie, &c. 
dies, 99— his epitaphs, 100. 

Clayhill, Mr Andrew,-minister at Jedburgh, 203. 

Collace, Willianvprofessor in St Leonard's Col- 
lege, 19 — his death, 40. / 

Colvin, Mr John, minister,-his apostacy, 50. 

Comet, a large, appeared for two months, 45 — 
its supposed effects, ib. 

Commissioners-appointed by the General Assem- 
bly, to frame the policy of the Kirk, 43 — no- 
minated to watch the machinations of the Pa- 
pists, 179— of the General Assembly to meet 
at Cupar, 244— and at Edinburgh, 246— of the 
Kirk seek to vote in Parliament, 287— side with 
the King, 291. 

Confederate Lords,-rise in arms and occupy Stir- 
ling, 1 15 — dispersed and flee to England, #.— 
return to Scotland, and besiege toe King in 
Stirling castle, who capitulates, 149 — received 
into the King's favour, and neglect the interest 
of the Kirk, 151. 

Conference betwixt the Kirk and the King at Ho- 
lyrood, 296 — its proceedings, 297— broken off 
by the King, 308— at the General Assembly in 
Montrose, 313 — its proceedings and arguments, 
313, 325— of Burntisland, 328. 
Constantine, Mr Patrick. See Adamson, Patrick. 
Convention of the Estates,-held at Stirling, 47— 
at Perth, at which the Griefs of the Kirk were 
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presented, 92 — at Falkland, when the Papist 
lords were recalled from banishment, 244— 
meet at Edinburgh, and enact severe laws 
against the Kirk, 253. 

Covenant of the Kirk renewed in the General As- 
sembly at Edinburgh, 232 — in the Synod of 
Fife, 233— in the Presbytery of St Andrews, 
239 — beads of the Covenant, 240 — renewed in 
the General Assembly at Burntisland, 331. 

Cowdounknowes, Laird of,-made captain of Edin- - 
burgh castle, 151. 

Crabstean, battle of, 22. 

Craig, Mr John, minister, 135 — bis prophetic 
judgment on the Earl of Arran, ib. 
, Thomas, advocate, 179. 

Cramby, Mr Andrew, minister, 202* 

Crawford, Earl of, 149. 

Cuningham, Alezander,-asaaults James Melvill, 
54— for which he is tried, &— summoned be- 
fore the king and council, who ratify the decree 
of the magistrates, 55-^humbles himself, to. 
-, Mr David, subdean of Glasgow, 



made Bishop of Aberdeen, 45 — his miserable 
end, ib. 

■ , Mr David, minister at Aberdeen, 203 
-, Samuel, secretary to Bishop Adamson, 



197. 



D- 



Dalgleish, Mr Nicol,-minister of Pittenweem, 4 
—regent at St Andrews, 21— accused of trea- 
son, and acquitted, 146. 

Darnley, Henry,-his marriage with Queen Mary, 
14— his murder at the Kirk of Field, ib. 

Darroucbe, Mr Robert,-minister at Hamilton, 203. 

Darsie, Laird of,-deprived of the provostship of 
St Andrews, for which be invades the town, 
210— re-elected, 221. 

Davidson, Mr Duncan, minister, 202. 

■ , Mr James, minister in Wigtoun, 203. 
, Mr Jobn,-regent in St Leonard's Col- 
lege, makes *play on the marriage of Mr John 
Colvin, 22— writes a satire against Regent 
. Morton, for which he is banished, 23 — attends 
the Regent at his death, 84— exhorts the Synod 
. of Fife against the bishops, 289 — protests 
against the conclusion of the Assembly at Dun- 
dee, as to ministers voting in Parliament, 292. 

■ ■ , Mr John, minister at Hamilton,-hia 

vision regarding the castle of Hamilton, 46. 

Dearth, great, in Scotland, 243. 

Doig, Mr John, minister at Kilrynnie, 6. 

Dowglas, Mr Alexander, minister of Elgin, 202. . 

, Mr Archibald, minister, Peebles, 203. 

, Sir George, 210. 



Dowglas of Parkhead, George, 134. 

, James, slays the Earl of Arran, note 135. 

, Mr Jobn,-rector of the New College, 21 

— made Bishop of St Andrews, 25— his death, 
87. 

Drumwhassil, Laird of,-executed, 134. 

Dryburgh, Abbot of, 134. 

Duff, Mr James, minister, 202. 

Dumfermline, Abbot of, 28. 

Dunbarton castle taken, 22. 

Duncan, Mr Andrew, minister at Craill, 89. 

Duncanson, Mr John, -king's minister, 43,-62,-185. 

Durie, Mr John, (minister at Leitb,)-vi8its John 
Knox at St Andrews, 26* — transported to Edin- 
burgh, 41 — his character, 60 — attends Regent 
Morton at his death, 84— banished Edinburgh, 
92 — restored, 9^— again banished, 99— his 
death and epitaphs, 308. 

Dury, Mr Robert, minister at Anstruther, 4,-152. 

Dykes, Mr John, minister at Kilrenny,-writes 
against the King's Basilikon Doron, for which 
he is deposed, 294— -restored, 327. 



E. 



Earthquake, an,-felt through the northern parts of 
Scotland, 276 — its supposed coincidence with 
the story of Uziah, ib. — lines on it, ib. 

Eclipse of the sun, 290 — its portents, t&— - lines 
on, ib. 

Edinburgh, ministers of,- banished, 21 — their cha- 
racter, 60 — flee to England, 116 — return to 
Scotland, 149 — withdraw from Edinburgh, 248 
•—declaration of the causes of their flight, t0.—> 
severe laws passed against them, 253 — restored, 
272 — refuse to declare from pulpit the King's 
account of the Gowrie Conspiracy, 326— -for 
which they are deposed, ib. 

Education, system of,- in the schools of Montrose, 
14, 17 — in the University of St Andrews, 20 
—Greek and Hebrew languages not taught in 
Scotland, 24 — Greek first taught in Scotland at 
Montrose, 31 — in the College of Glasgow, S3. 

Eglintoun, Master of,-feud betwixt him and the 
Earl of Glencairn, 202. 

Elistone, David,- student at St Andrews, 20 — 
dies insane, 66. 

Elizabeth, Queen of England,-sends letters to Re- 
gent Morton, requesting him to send Commis- 
sioners from the Kirk of Scotland to the Con- 
vention of Magdeburg, 45 — orders the Confe- 
derate Lords back to Scotland, 149. 

English army, under Mr Drnry, -devastates Clydes- 
dale, and the dominions of the Ham il tons, for 
the slaughter of Regent Moray, 21 — captures 
the castle of Edinburgh, 28. 
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Erde, Mr William, minister of St Cuthberts, 145. 
Errol, Francis, Earl of, 149— excommunicated, 

207. 
Erskine of Dun, John,-superintendant of Angus 

and Mearns, 12, 15 — introduces the Greek 

language at Montrose, 31. 

, James, younger of Dun, 12. 

Exces, a kind of disease, 97. 



F. 



Faldonside, Laird of, 65. 

Fast, appointed, 14 — general, 92,-201 — its causes, 
ib. 

Fearful, Mr John, minister, 255. 

Ferguson, Mr David, minister of Dunfermline, 
236,-289— bis death, 290. 

Fife, Synod of,-excommunicates the Papist lords, 
207 — renews the Covenant, 233 — meets at Cu- 
par, and appoints Commissioners to attend the 
Convention at St Andrews, 255 — its instruc- 
tions, 256— meets at St Andrews, 288— at 
Dunfermline, 292. 

Fithie, Mr Arthurs-minister at Arbroath, 203. 

Forbes, Patrick, of Cores, 15 — marries Lucres 
Spence, sister to the Laird of Wilmotston, 174. 

Forstar, Mr John, minister, 202. 

Forsythe, Mr Alexander, minister of Abercrom- 
bie, 4. 

Foster, Sir John, (Lord Warden,)-his kindness to 
the banished ministers, 152, 

Fonlbrton, Mr Hew, minister in Dumfries, 203. 

France, massacres of the Protestants in, 22. 



G. 



Galloway, Mr Patrick, minister, 134,- 149,- 326. 

Games used in Scotland, 23. 

Gardin, Mr Gilbert, minister, 202. 

GarKes, Laird of, 202. 

Gibson, Mr James, (minister of Pencaitland)- de- 
posed for reviling the King, 169. 

Gladsteanes, Mr George,-made minister of St 
Andrews, 275 — chosen Vice-chancellor of the 
University of St Andrews, 294— made Bishop 
of Caithness, 328. 

Glammes, Lord, (Chancellor of Scotland)-slain in 
a tumult at Stirling, 47 — epigram on, ib. 
' ■, Master of,-appears in arms against the 
King, 115 — flees to England, ib, — returns with 
the Confederate Lords, and besieges the King in 
Stirling castle, 149 — is made captain of the 
guard, 151. 

Gins, Mr William, minister, Dunkeld, 203. 

Glasgow College,-reformed by Andrew Melvifl, 



38— system of education there, 39— in great 
repute as a seminary of learning, ib< — new erec- 
tion of, 42. 

Glaswell, Laird of, 12. 

Glencairn, Earl . of,-countenances the rebellious 
conduct of Alexander Cunningham, and comes 
to Glasgow with his friends, 55, 149. 

Goodwin, Francis, 147. 

Gordon of Pitlurg, Sir John, 248. 

■ ■ of Auchindoun, Sir Patrice-excommu- 

nicated, 207— killed at the battle of Glenrinnes, 
213. 

Govan, benefice of,-annexed to the College of 
Glasgow, 42. 

Gowrie, Earl of,-conapirea against the King at 
Ruthven, 95— taken prisoner, and beheaded, 
116. 

■■■ ■ , John, Earl of, conspires against the King, 
and is slain at Perth, 326* 

Grame of Fentrie, David,-executed fortreason, 205. 

Graham, John, (my lord Little Justice}- sent Com- 
missioner by the King to the General Assem- 
bly, 1 15. 

Gray, Marjory, (schoolmistress in Montrose,) 17. 
, Mr William, minister at Logie, 13. 

— , Master of, 167. 

Greek and Hebrew languages,-not taught in Scot- 
land, 24 — Greek first taught at Montrose, 31. 

Green, Andrew,-writer in St Andrews, 23* 

Greiffs and Articles of the Kirk presented to the 
Convention of Perth, 92. 

Grig, Mr James, minister, 43. 

Guard, King*8,-disbanded, and rechosen, and the 
Master of Glames made captain, 151. 

Guidman, Mr, 89. 

Guise, Duke of,-stabbed by order of Henry III. 
of France, 177. 

Guthrie, Janet, (relict of Mr James Lawson,) 152. 

H. 

Habroun, (Hepburn,) Mr Robert, minister at 

Dunbar, 203. 
Haliburton, Colonel James,-deak with Andrew 

Melvill to become Regent Morton'schaplaiB,35. 
Halkerston, Colonel-oppresses the country, 185. 
Hamilton, castle and town, burnt by the English, 

and the adjacent country laid waste, 21— castle 

demolished by Regent Morton, 46. 

, Archibald, (regent in the New College 

of St Andrews,) 21. 

of Mirritoun, Arthur,-executed at Stir- 



ling, 46. 

., Hendrie,-hi8 quarrel with Mr William 



Wallwood, 182. 
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.Hamilton, John, (regent in the New College,) 21 

—afterwards Bishop of St Andrews, hanged, 22. 

, Robert, (regent in the New College,) 21 

. deposed of the principality of the College, 87— 

his death, ib. 

>, Lord, made captain of Dunbarton castle, 



151. 



Hay, Alexander, Clerk Register, 35,-44,-222. 
Andrew, rector of Glasgow College, 38. 
— > Edaiond,-a father in the Jesuit's College at 
Paris, 56. 
-, Mr George, minister, 45,-202. 



Henry III. of France,-assassinated 9 177. 
Heriot, Andrew,-debanches John Maxwell, 50— 

attacks Andrew Melvill, 51— his death, ib. 
Herris, Lord, 5L 

Home, Mr Alexander, minister of Dnnbar, 136. 
■ of MandersUm, Alexander, 118. 
, Mr David, minister, 60. 
i , John, Lord,-excommunicated, 207— ab- 
solved, 211. 
Hoensdean, Lord, 134. 

Howison, Mr John, minister, 93— imprisoned in 
the Spey Tower of Perth, 135. 
, Mr Thomas, minister, 202. 
Hume,-castle taken by the English, 21. 
Hunter, Mr Andrew, minister,-deposed, 213. 
Himtly, George, Earl of,-slays the Earl of Moray 
at Dun&birsle, 198 — is excommunicated, 207 — 
in arms, and is defeated at Glenrinnes, 213 
castle of Strathbogiedemolished, 214— his 
offers of reconciliation to the Kirk, 247— pro* 
raises largely to the Kirk, 287. 



J. 



James VL, King of Scotland,-his birth, 15— 
assumes the government, 47 — receives Mon. 
d'Obignie into favour, 59 — perambulates the 
kingdom, 62— -his mind corrupted, and set 

- against, the Kirk and ministry, 85— dismisses 

• Men. d'Obignie and his faction, 95— disperses 
the Confederate Lords at Stirling, 116 — holds 

- a Parliament, and restrains the Kirk, to.— ca- 
pitulates with the Confederate Lords at Stir- 
ling, 149— receives them into favour, 151— 

• the Kirk's animadversions against his Acts of 
Parliament, 154— his declaration thereon, 159 

- — holds his first Parliament after his majority ; 
and ratifies the Presbyterian religion, 173— 
writes on the Apocalypse, 174— embarks at 
Leith for Denmark, and marries Queen Anna 
there, 186— returns to Scotland, 187— his 
Queen crowned, 187— -passes to the north of 



Scotland against the Papist earls, 214 — his pro- 
ceedings there, 215 — recalls the Papist lords 
from banishment, 244 — holds a conference with 
the Commissioners of the Kirk at Falkland, 
245— passes severe laws against the Kirk, 253 
— attempts to overthrow die Kirk, 254 — pro- 
poses certain questions to the ministry, 257 — 
holds a Convention of the Kirk and Estates at 
Perth, 257 — at which he gives out articles, 
which are answered by the Kirk, 266 — attempts 
to re-establish the bishops, 288 — his Basilikon 
Doron, 294 — his opinion on the government of 
the Kirk of Scotland, 295 — holds a conference 
with the Kirk at Holyrood, 296— renews the 

. Covenant at Burntisland, 331. 

Jesuits, the order of,-considered the most learn- 
ed and holy in the Papistry, 56 — great enemies 

. to the Kirk, 179. 

Innes, of that Ilk, Robert, 248. 

Johnatoun, Mr Adam, minister at Dalkeith, 203 
—his death, 290. 

Johnstone, Mr John, -master in the New College, 
211. 

, John, burgess of Edinburgh, 179. 

Irving, John, 166, 



K» 



Kinnaber, Laird of, 15. 

Kirk of Scotlandy-abuses and corruptions in the 
Kirk and Commonwealth, 128— neglected by 
the Confederate Lords, 151— animadversions 
against the Acts of Parliament, 154 — the King's 
answer thereto, 159 — supplication to the King, 
161 — petitions the King against the Papists, 178 
—Commissioners appointed, to. — ratification of 
the true Kirk, &c 199— Conventions at Edin- 
burgh, 201,-208— *t. St Andrews, 257_con~ 
vention of the Kirk and Estates at Perth, 264 
— answers the King's articles, 266 — conference 
between the King, and the Kirk at Holyrood, 
296. 

Kirkaldy of Grange,-his contemptuous message 
to John Knox, 27 — renders the castle of Edin- 
burgh, and is taken prisoner, 28— his execution, 
ib. 

Knox, Mr Andrew, minister at Paisley, 203* 

Mr John, minister of Edinburgh-obliged 
to take refuge at St Andrews, 21 — his conduct 
and manner of preaching while there, 21, 26— 
returns to Edinburgh, and dies there, 26-^bis 
prophecies, &c 27, 28. 

Mr John, minister at Melrose, 203. 
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Lamentation , a,-for sin, on the thraldom of the Kirk, 
and the murder of James Smith, a poem, 279. 

Lawson, Mr James,-succeeds John Knox as mini* 
ster at Edinburgh, 26— moderator of the As- 
sembly at Dundee, 62— flees to England, 116 
— his death, 146. 

Leith, conference of, 25— plague at, 173. 

Lekpriuik, Robert, printer,-removes his printing- 
press from Edinburgh to St. Andrews, 26. 

Lennox, Mathew, Earl of,-chosen Regent, 21— 
slain at Stirling, 22. 

Lermont of Balcomie, James,-pul>]iehe8 a placard 
against Andrew Melvill, 90— his death, «&« 
, William, bailie of St Andrews, 91. 

Leslie, James Boid, made Bishop of Glasgow, 87,- 
43. 

Lindsay, Sir David,-his works alluded to, 15. 

■ ■, Mr David, minister at Leith, 26 — im- 

prisoned in Blackness, 135,-307— made Bishop 
of Ross, 328. 

, Lord, 210,-272. 

— — , John, Lord of Session, 179. 

John, Secretary of State,-his constant 



plat for the Kirk, 222 — suspected of framing 
the King's Questions, 257,-274— his death, 290. 

, Mr Robert, minister for Lanark, 203. 

, skipper,-a lunatic, warns Regent Mor- 



ton of a plot against him, 63. 
Lipsius,-his opinion of Andrew Melvill, 188. 
Lorrain, Cardinal of,-slain, 177. 
Lundy, Laird of, 165. 
Lytle, Clement,-advocate, 43. 
— , William, prorost of Edinburgh, 179. 

M. 

Macabeus, Doctor, 12. 
Macgill, David, advocate, 96. 

, James, 25. 
Magdeburg,-Convention of, 45. 
Maitland, Mr John, Chancellor of Scotland,*bis 

efforts in favour of Presbytery, 182 — his death 

and character, 221. 
of Lethington, Sir Richard, Secretary of 

State, 27. 

-, Thomas, 56. 



Mains, Laird of,-executed, 135. 

Makin Toshie, (M'lntosh of M 4 Intosh,)-his offers 

to the Kirk, 287. 
Malcolme, Mr John, minister at Perth, 89,-203, 
Mar, Earl of, -rises in arms against the King, 115 



— flees to England, to. — returns to Scotland, 
149— made captain of Stirling castle, 151. 

Mar, Lady, governess to James VI., 38. 

MarsUiers, Petrus de,-teaches Greek at Montrose, 
31. 

Mary, Qneen,-her marriage > 14— made prisoner 
at Carberry and Langside, ib. 

Maxwell, John, f son of Lord Herns,) 50, 51. 

, Lord,-joins the Confederate Lords, 149. 

Medicis, Catherine de, Queen of France,-her death, 
176. 

Medina, Jan Gomes de, Admiral of the Spanish 
Armada,-arrives with one of his ships in a mi- 
serable state at Anstruther, 174— his kind re* 
ception there, 176. 

Mefian, Mr William, minister, Dunse, 203. 

Melancton, Phillip, 12. 

Melvill, Mr Andrew—- his birth and education, 31 
—goes to the Continent, and studies at Paris, 
ib< — teaches at Poictiers, t&— professes Latin 
at Geneva, 33— account of his journey home to 
Scotland, 33, 34— refuses to be domestic teacher 
to Regent Morton, 35 — superintends the stu- 
dies of his nephew James Melvill, 36* — made 
principal of Glasgow College, where he intro- 
duces a new system of education, 38 — receives 
letters from Beza, 40— attends the General As- 
sembly, and opposes Episcopacy, 41— reforms 
the College of Glasgow, 42— moderator of the 
General Assembly, 48— publishes his Carmen 
Mosis 9 49— his interpretation of dreams, to. — 
his patience, 50— his intrepidity, 52— •made 
principal of the New College, St Andrews, 64 
— meets with opposition from the deposed 
teachers, 87 — moderator of the Assembly at 
St Andrews, 92 — accused of treason, 101— his 
trial, 102— flees to England, 103— his letter to. 
the Continental churches against Bishop Ad- 
amson, 109 — returns to Scotland, 149— pro- 
nounces a Latin oration at the coronation of 
Queen Ann, 187— chosen rector of the Univer- 
sity of St Andrews, 196 — his singular confer- 
once with the King, 245— publicly rebukes the 
King, 274— deposed from his rectorship, 275— 
made Dean of the Faculty of Theology, 294. 

, Andrew, (son of Mr James Melvill,)* 
born, 169— dies, 181— curious circumstance 
attending his death, ib. — his epitaph, ib. 

-, Barbara,-marries James Balfour, minister 



at Guthrie, 42. 

, David, brother of Mr Andrew Melvill, 3L 
David, (son of Richard of Baldowie,)- 



brought up to husbandry, 16 — his marriage, 40 
, Epnraim,-his birth, 147. 
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Mel rill, Mr James, minister at Arbroath, 12,-31. 
, Ma jAME8,-his birth, 11 — his parent- 
age, 12 — his education, 13,-17,-20 — instructed 
by his uncle Andrew, 36 — becomes a regent in 
Glasgow College, 42 — assaulted by two stu- 
dents, 54 — chosen Professor of Oriental Lan- 
guages at St Andrews, 65 — marries, 97 — ac- 
count of his flight to Berwick, 117— goes to 
Newcastle, and remains with the banished 
Lords, 120 — his Letter and Order of Discipline 
while there, 121 — his Letter on the Abuses of 
the Kirk and Commonweal, 128 — his Letter to 
the Subscribing Ministers, 136— has a son, 
Ephraiin, born, 147— -returns to Scotland, 152 
•-—occupied in reforming the college affairs, 162 
— bis narrow escape from shipwreck, 167 — be- 
comes minister at Kilrinnie, fee. 169— had a 
son, Andrew, born, to. — bis conference with the 
Admiral of the Spanish Armada, 175 — pub- 
lishes a book of poems, 206 — commissioner 
from the Kirk to tbe King, 212 — a favourite 
at court, 213 — accompanies the King in his 
expedition against the Papists lords, 214 — his 
commission while there, to. — a visitor of the 
Highland churches, 286 — publishes his Cate- 
chism, 294 — procures the restoration of Mr 
John Dykes, 327 — is seised with sickness, 328 
— his Letter to the General Assembly at Burnt- 
island, 329— a Manorial JSucharistic on his 
sickness, 331. 

of HaJlhill, Sir James, 94. 

— — - of Dysart, John, 30. 

, Mr John, minister at Craill, 31. 

', Isbell, sister to Mr James Melvill, 16— 



her marriage, 22 — her death, to. 

-, Marjory, sister to Mr James Melvill,-her 



marriage, 22. 

, Patrick, professor in Glasgow College, 65. 
■ of Baldowie, Richard,-killed at Pinkie, 30. 
of Baldowie, Richard,-minister at Man- 



ton, 12,-40. 

RoberV-hrother to Mr Andrew Mel- 



vill, 31. 

-, Sir Robert, 27— bis advice to Mr An- 



drew Melvill. 

-, Roger,-burgeas of Dundee, SO — his cha- 



racter, ib. 

-, ThomaSy-Secretary-depute of Scotland, 



30. 



of Dysart, Thomas, surnamed the Merry 



man* — his death, 42. 

■, Walter,-bailie of Montrose, 30. 



Mercerus, (Mercier) John,-professor of Hebrew 

at Paris, 31. 
Merchie8ton,-Laird of, 208. 



Mernse, George,-bailie of St Andrews, 278. 
Miln, Mr Andrew,-schoolmaster at Montrose, 

afterwards minister of Fetteresso, 17. 

, Walter,-the martyr, 56. 

Mitchell, Mr Adam,-minister at Cupar, 203. 
Mombirneau, Mon.,-comes to Scotland in the 

suite of Mon. d'Obignie, 59. 
Moncrief, Mr Andrew, minister at Craill,-his 

death, 269. 

, Gilbert-physician of James VI., 38. 

Mongomerie, Mr Robert,-made bishop of Glas- 
gow, 84— deposed by the General Assembly, 

and excommunicated, 92. 
., Captain, 44. 
Monipennie, James, fiar of Pitmillie, 197. 
Monro, Mr George, minister, 202. 
Montrose,-syBtem of education in the schools 

there, 14— visited by the plague, to. — the Greek 

language first taught there, 31. 

, Earl of, 59,-149— made chancellor of 

the University of St Andrews, 294. 
Moray, Earl of, Regent,-his murder, 19. 

, Earl of,-slain by tbe Earl of Huntly at 

Dunibirsall, 198— commemorated in songs, ib. 
-, George, Bishop of, 25. 



Morton, James Douglas, Earl of,-made Regent, 
23 — acquires the temporality of tbe bishoprick 
of St Andrews, 25 — bis policy regarding the 
Kirk, 35 — resigns the regency, 47 — his charac- 
ter, ib. — accused of treason, 83— beheaded, 84. 

Murray, David, portioner of Ardet, 197. 

» , Sir Patrick,-employed by the King to 

gain over ministers to the Court, 264 — his dili- 
gence, to. — attempts to intimidate Andrew 
Melvill, 273,-287— directed by the King to the 
Synod of Fife, to use influence for the restora- 
tion of Episcopacy, 288,-292. 

, Mr William, minister of Dysart, 197. 
Captain William,-choeen provost of St 



Andrews, 210 — resigns, 221. 
Music, and musical instruments, 23 # 



N. 



Nicolsone, Mr James, minister, 205,-273,-276,- 
287. 

., John,-advocate, 179* 



-, Mr Thomas,-chosen clerk of the Gene- 



ral Assembly, 272. 



O. 



D'Obignie, Mon. See Stewart, Eame. 
Octavians appointed, 221. • 

Ogilbie, Lord, 34. 
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Ogilbie of Findlater, Sir Walter, 248. 

Orkney, Robert, Earl of, 204— reconciles An- 
drew Mel nil and the Laird of Burley, 221. 

Ottoman, Francis,-professor of Law at Geneva, 
33. 



P. 



Paisley, Abbot of, 134. 

, Lord of,-flees to England, 45. 
Papist lords,-send secret dispatches to Spain, 
which are intercepted, 205— are excommuni- 
cated, 207 — rise in arms against the govern- 
ment, 209 — are attainted of high treason, 213 
— flee from Scotland, 215 — are recalled, 245— 
absolved from excommunication, 248,-273— 
are restored, 288* 

Parliament, the Black, held at Stirling, 22. 

, held at Edinburgh, 116 — the first after 

the King's majority, 173— at Edinburgh, when 
the Papist lords were forfaulted, 213— enacts 
severe laws against the Kirk, 253,-287. 

Paton, Bishop, of Dnnkeld, 25. 

Peerages in Scotland, 148— abates, 162— -in 
Leith, 173. 

Pirate, an English, -captures a vessel belonging 
to Anstrather, 171— pursued and taken by a 
Scotish man-of-war, 172 — hanged at Anstrather, 
173. 

Pitfirren, Laird of, (provost of Dunfermline, V 
refases admittance to the General Assembly 
warned to be kept there, 151— his strange 
death, to. 

Pittenweinvdmrch of, established, 4. 

Poetry,- Epigram on the death of Charles of 
France, 35 — Epigram on Lord Glammes, 47 — 
Epitaphs on Alexander Arbutbnot, and William 
Clark, 09,-100— Epitaph on the death of An- 
drew Melvill, 181 — Epitaph on Margaret MeJ- 
Till, 207— lines on the earthquake, 1579,276— a 
Lamentation for the thraldom of the Kirk, 279 
—a Decatessarad, 289 — lines on the Eclipse of 
the Sun, 1597, 290— Epitaphs, &c on John 
Durie, 309— a Memorial Eucharistic, 331. 

Policy of the Kirk of Scotland — approved and ra- 
tified, 48— received favourably by the King, 49 
— approved by the noblemen, 59. 

Polonians, Danes, Belgians, and Frenchmen,* 
students at the University of St Andrews, 275. 

Polwart, Mr Andrew, 34 — minister at Paisley, 
made subdean of Glasgow, 58. 

Pont, Mr Robert, 43,-179— moderator of the 
General Assembly, 269,-270. 

Porterfield, Mr John, minister for Ayr, 203. 

Partus, (Greek professor at Geneva,)-his dispute 
with Mr Andrew Melvill, 33. 



Protestants massacred in France, 22 — banished 
France, and take refuge in Britain, 177— sub- 
scriptions for their relief, ib* 

R. 

Rain,-excessive throughout Scotland, 148— on 
Kellie-law, which deluged the country, 221. 

Ramus, Peter, professor of Philosophy at Paris, 
SI. 

Readervthe office of, in the church, abolished, 62. 

Reiras, Laird of, 240. 

Riche, Mr James,-clerk of the General Assem- 
bly, bis death, 269. 

Rind, Mr William, minister, 43. 

Rizzio, David,-his slaughter, 14. 

Robertson, Mr James, minister of Dundee, 145. 
, John, professor in the New College of 
St Andrews, 65. 

Rollock, Mr Robert-studies at St Andrews, 66 — 
principal of the College of Edinburgh, chosen 
moderator of Assembly, 272-— his death, 290. 

Rose, Mr John, minister at Dumbarton, 203. 

Roul, Mr Robert, minister of Edinburgh-pro- 
tests against the acts of Parliament, and flees to 
England, 116. 

Row, Mr John, minister of Perth,-his death, 64. 

Russell, David, commissary clerk of St Andrews,- 
deposed for falsehood, 91. 

, David,-bailie of St Andrews, 197. 

, Lord,- warden of the Borders, slain, 149, 

Rutherford, John,-dean of faculty in the Univer- 
sity of St Andrews, 21. 

— , Mr John, minister of Kinnouchar, 

(Kilconquhar,) 274 — leaves the ministry and 
becomes a physician, ib* 

Ruthven, Raid of, 95. 



S. 



Sachars, (Sanquhar,) Lord, 254 

Scaliger, Joseph, 188. 

Scbarpe, John^-advocate, 179. 

■ii , Patrick, (schoolmaster in Glasgow,V 

receives the instructions of Andrew Melvill, 

39. 
Scot, Mr William, minister, 328. 
Scrymgeour, Mr Alexander, minister, 119. 

of Geneva, Henry, 24— his death, 33. 

_— 1 Isabel!, wife of Richard Melvill of 

Baldowie,*her death, 1 2* 
Serople, Robert,-™* ballads, 18. 
Session, Court of,-ordained to sit at Perth, 254. 
Seton, Alexander,-president of the Court of 

Session, 244. 
Sim, Alexander, advocate, 48. 
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Simaone, Mr Patrick, minuter of Sterling, 203,- 
2S7. 

— — , William, a wizard, 98. 

Skein, John,-advocate, 179. 

SkeiD, Willianvcommissary of St Andrews, 21— 
teaches the civil law, 23. 

Smeton, Mr Thomavretarns from the Continent 
to Scotland, 48 — his marriage, 53 — account of 
his conduct abroad, and conversion from Popery 
to Protestantism, 56, 57 — made minister of 
Paisley, 58 — his character, ib, — made principal 
of Glasgow College, 64 — his death, 99. 

Smithe, James, burgess of St Andrews^-falsely 
accused of slaying Jaques Arthour, 183 — 
banished the country, 184— returns from exile, 
213 — is assassinated, 277— his character, 278 
— a Lamentation on his death by James Melvill, 
281. 

, Alexander,-teaches James Melrill music, 
23. 

Spense, Mr David, minister at Kirkaldy, 203. 

Spotswoode, Mr John, minister, Linlithgow, 
203. 

St Andrews,* great tumult in, 183— Laird of 
Dairsie deposed from being provost, and Cap- 
tain W. Murray elected, 210 — greatly oppress- 
ed therefor, t6. — its ministers deposed, 275. 

, University of,-text books used there, 
20 — state of learning at, 89— threatened by 
the mob, 206 — visited and reformed by James 
VL, 275. 

Stewart, Esme, (Mon. dX)bignie,)-aTrive* in Scot- 
land, and becomes the King's favourite, 59— 
created Duke of Lennox, 83- — presses the As- 
sembly to restore the bishops, 84 — loses the 
King's favour, 95 — leaves Scotland, 96 — his 
death, 98. 

, Jamevcaptain of the King's Guard, ac- 
cuses Earl of Morton of treason, 83 — his vio- 
lence, 95, 101 — made Chancellor, 101 — threat- 
ens Mr James Lawsone, 116 — his tyrannical 
proceedings when Earl of Arran, 148, 149. 
>, William, (a pensioner of the Prior of St 



Andrews,) receives the sobriquet of " The Ac- 

cusar," for accusing Andrew Melvill of sedition, 

&c. 102. 
Stirling castle,-rendered to the Confederate Lords, 

151 — this circumstance known in London 

within 48 hours, 152. 
Stirling, Mr William, minister, Dunblane, 203. 
Strathanthsone, Mr John, minister, 202. 
Sutherland of Duffus, William, 248. 



T. 



Tornebus, A ndreas,-professor of Greek at Paris, 3 1 . 
Toungland, Lord of,- commissioner from the King 

to the Synod of Fife, 292. 
Tulchains, a ludicrous appellation given by the 

Presbyterians to the pensioned bishops, 25. 

U. 
Urquhart of Tallo, John, 248. 



W. 



Wallace, Mr Robert, minister at St Andrews, 221 
— is interrupted while preaching by the King, 
274— is deposed, 275. 

Walsingham, Mr Secretary, (the English ambas- 
8&dor,)-protects the Protestants during the mas- 
sacre of Paris, 58. 

Walwood, Mr William, professor of Law in St 
Andrewvhis quarrel with Hendrie Hamilton, 
182. 

Wedderburn's songs, 18. 

Whale, a large,-comes ashore on Kincrag Sandes, 
222. 

Widdringtoun, Sir Harie,-(Governor of Ber- 
wick,) 119— his lady's kindness to the banished 
ministers, to., 134. 

Wilkie, Mr James, principal of St Leonard's Col- 
lege, 21 — his death, 196. 

, Robert, principal of St Leonard's Col- 
lege, 206. 

-, Mr Robert, minister at Irving, 203. 



Witches,-one burnt at St Andrews, 46— Bishop 
Adamson accused of consulting, 97 — one exe- 
cuted at Edinburgh, 98— practise enchantments 
against James VL and his Queen, 187. 

Wood of Streawithie, Andrew, 103, 197. 

Woundrom, (Windram,) Mr John,-8uperintend- 
ant of Fife, 25,-43. 

Wyshart, Mr George, (the Martyr,) 12. 

Y. 

Young, Alexander, 24. 

, Mr Andrew, minister of Dunblane, 26. 
, Mr Peter, tutor to James VI., 24. 



Z. 



Zetland, James, Lord, 204. 
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